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Charles Harrington - Chairman 
 
Chairman Harrington called this Legislative Committee Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with the 
following in attendance, Archie Depo, Bill Ferebee, Ed Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Charlie 
Harrington, Mike Marnell, Wes Miga, Ron Moore, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, 
Michael Tyler and Charlie Whitson. Joseph Giordano, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, James 
Monty, and Tom Scozzafava were absent.  
 
Department Heads present were: Dan Palmer and Mike Mascarenas.  
 
Also Present: Dina Garvey 
 
HARRINGTON:  I will call this Legislative Committee to order. Mike do you want to review for 
us, please the Federal Needs Assessment that you just handed out.  
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, typically we put together a kind of a report of the County’s needs, 
primarily around Federal issues and sometimes there is a connection between federal and state 
issues with special projects that are difficult to be funded through the normal funding streams 
that we look at, so we try to bring that to the attention of our elected officials in both Washington 
and Albany.  
Last year, if you look at the Table of Contents there, we have updated the wastewater/treatment 
water. I have that here, but you won’t see the update there yet.  
County Roads and Bridges, we updated that section, so I guess if we just went through by 
section and see what you wanted in and what you wanted out and then what you wanted to add, 
I think that would probably be the appropriate way to go. I have to get that done by this Friday, 
so we can get it to Printing and Bill and Shaun will have it to take it the next week.  
So, I just if we were to start at Olympic Venues is kind of a thumbs up or a thumbs down.  
 
HARRINGTON: Well certainly with the Olympic Venues, I would say that that, if we were to 
receive vast improvements, that is the same as money in the bank as far as I am concerned.  
Any further responses in regards to Olympic Venues?  
 
FEREBEE: Well I think there was some funds earmarked from the RDC, but that is clearly not 
enough to do what’s needed. So, I think that that should stay for additional funding for that. 
Again, we’re trying to focus on you know a future Olympic bidding and however, trying to 
receive money to bring these venues up to par prior to, to maintain the attractibility of Lake 
Placid to draw training. So, it’s needed to keep them coming and possibly one day reach out for 
an Olympic bid. So, I think it’s important that we ask again for funding.  
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, the initial estimates are about $40 million needed for those venues, so 
it’s a substantial amount and legislative help would be critical in obtaining that kind of money, 



Legislative Committee 
Monday, February 08, 2016  2 

because it is an unusual type of project. Again the traditional funding streams don’t meet those 
needs, so to keep bringing that up is important.  
 
HARRINGTON: Anything else in regards to Olympic Venues?  
Moving on to the state of wastewater and drinking water, I don’t think there’s a community in 
Essex County that doesn’t have concerns with this. Mr. Gardner, you don’t have any concerns 
do you?  
 
GARDNER: We’re coming along, I do think we have a source now, a groundwater source that 
we found, but throughout the whole County everybody has got concerns.  
 
HARRINGTON: Right, I know that on our front burners we have issues with both wastewater 
and with drinking water in Crown Point. So, I would say you know from my own self that it is a 
priority. Any other thoughts on that issue?  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, I mean in light of Flint and Hoosick Falls and stuff I like that, those of us 
that are still on lake for water or underground sources, I think we’re going to be looking at some 
severe penalties coming from the Department of Health, we’re going to feel the heat on this very 
bad.  
 
HARRINGTON: Right, for Crown Point’s input we have had continued discussions about 
protection of our aquifer from pollutants.  
Any other discussions in regards to wastewater/drinking water? I think we all are in agreement 
that it is a priority.  
 
GARDNER: The EPA is, I know in the Town of Essex they are going to be sending a letter in 
regards to water. I was informed of that the other day.  
 
MASCARENAS: If I could just say Charlie, just for a talking point for you guys when you go 
down there; everybody on the Board is familiar with Environment Facilities Corporation? Who 
typically funds the State level, local projects, either had a zero percent interest rate or some sort 
of loan/grant combination, there is also HUD funds that come through; which is Community 
Development Block Grant, a lot of our communities are able to take advantage of those, 
because of our income level. So, even though a lot of that money is handed out by the State this 
is one of those issues that kind of crosses both State and Federal guidance and for our officials 
in Washington to keep supporting those bills or increasing those bills that supply local 
infrastructure funds is critical. EMC is funded, about 90% by the Federal Government when they 
are handing out those grants, even though they are holding the purse strings locally, they 
wouldn’t have it if wasn’t for our folks in Washington that are approving those bills. So, it’s 
important to understand that and the numbers that you are looking at right now are very 
different, a lot of those we have gotten through and that will be completely updated. On an 
annual basis we look at about $100 million in water and sewer infrastructure in our County 
alone; which is just a huge, huge amount of money. EFC then uses those types of numbers to 
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go Washington and lobby with as well and they collect all the money for the County, so it is 
helpful to provide that report.  
 
HARRINGTON: I believe we’re all in agreement with all the statements that have been made in 
regards to wastewater and drinking water.  
Moving on to County Roads and Bridges.  
 
MARNELL: Just one word of caution to anybody that is doing water, sewage treatment plants 
don’t skimp on equipment. We got a new water system that’s 10-11 years old and its tech 
equipment isn’t 8-10 years and we have so many computers, technical equipment that is 
already obsolete that needs replacement and we’re looking at spending thousands of dollars. I 
mean buy the best.  
 
HARRINGTON: I am totally aware of that. We’re still, our record keeping is still with paper and 
pencil in Crown Point. So, yes we’re totally aware and very much aware of the demands that 
DEC is putting on us and what we need to try to organize is that DEC synchronize themselves 
with the funding that is provided by State and Federal of which we at the Town of Crown Point 
are having some concerns with.  
Anything else in regards to wastewater and drinking water? County Roads and bridges?  
 
FEREBEE: There are a couple Mike that you can take it out of there, Barlett Road.  
 
MASCARENAS: Done that already, I have taken out, let me just give you a list of what I have 
taken out.  
 
FEREBEE: Sure 
 
MASCARENAS: And we’ve added some and changed the numbers on some. Rolling Mill 
Bridge, H. Wright Bridge, Lord Howe, Stanton, Bartlett those were all projects that we have 
completed in the last year. Which it’s what’s kind of neat about doing this report too, you actually 
see progress. We’ve gotten a lot of that work done. Algonquin, Roaring Brook Culvert, Holcomb 
Pond Culvert and those were it, so is there anything else there Bill?  
 
FEREBEE: Cemetery Bridge, that’s got to be the one in Keene; correct or is there another 
Cemetery Bridge?  
 
MASCARENAS: That’s already complete?  
 
FEREBEE: That’s the one in Keene?  
 
MASCARENAS: Okay, anybody else see anything on there that is complete in their 
communities?  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes 
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MOORE: Not so much that, but if you want to finish that and then I’ll come back to my question., 
but I am wondering if there is anything, we’re talking County roads and bridges, is there any 
Federal Aid out there for town roads?  
 
MASCARENAS: Typically no.  
 
MOORE: Is there any money out there, I have roads that could cost me some pretty serious 
money, is there any aid out there?  
 
MASCARENAS: Just your CHIPS funds that I am aware of. Right now if we could, I guess it 
would depend on the classification of the road. Chris and Jim would be better to answer that 
question, from where I sit if we could tie it to some sort of economic development or those sort 
of things then we could probably try to seek funding through that mechanism, but other than that 
only CHIPS for towns. I can give you an example, as you can see on this list there’s a campsite 
road there, it says on the bottom that it is one of our bridges, but that bridge supports fully the 
State Campground and that’s about all there is there, quite frankly. There’s a  couple of houses, 
so maybe the State would then help and get some skin in the game on that, seeing how it 
supports their revenue source.  
 
MOORE: Specifically I would be talking about the Elk Lake Road that goes to the Elk Lake 
Lodge which is how I understand it maybe the 3rd highest bed tax/occupancy tax in the County. 
So, that would be the road that I am talking about.  
 
MASCARENAS: Jim, Mr. Moore just asked the question if we’re aware if towns qualified in any 
way, shape or form for Federal Aid funding for roads? Typically I think they can just use CHIPS, 
but.  
 
DOUGAN: Towns themselves, to my knowledge there maybe town roads that could meet the 
classification, it’s a DOT classification that would determine that. Every structure that’s 
considered a bridge, by definition, is eligible for Federal Aid funds, but those are basically 
administered through the County. Roads, I think most of roads of classification high enough to 
be DOT are already a County road, but I can look at our, I can look at every town’s classification 
and determine that.  
 
MOORE: I would appreciate that, thank you.  
 
HARRINGTON: Anything else with County Roads and Bridges?  
 
FEREBEE: Yeah, I think it should stay, Mike just take the ones out that have been done. The 
question mark that I have is Hurricane Road; I am not familiar with what’s going on with 
Hurricane Road.  
 
MASCARENAS: Jim, we have Hurricane on there, its $600,000.00 price tag, you just brought 
that from $500,000.00 to $600,000.00? 
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DOUGAN: Yeah, that’s near the upper end, that one culvert project and also some of the stream 
bank near the Jackson Road.  
 
FEREBEE: Okay 
 
DOUGAN: They are incomplete. This is your annually listing? Is this that the Board wants?  
 
MASCARENAS: It’s the report; we are reviewing it now and see what stays and what goes and 
we got to that section. Is there are any other County roads that we’re missing that are in your 
community that should be in there, let us know. We will absolutely look at it.  
 
HARRINGTON: Moving on to Dam Safety, just for your information the Penfield Dam was 
recently inspected by DEC and it received failing grades. The issue in regards to Penfield Dam 
is that if it were to be taken out the infrastructure below the dam would be severely 
compromised. There has been many houses, roads, bridges, culverts, water and sewer systems 
that would be in harm’s way. We are currently working with the DEC in hopes of coming up a 
means to by which the whole area in regards to what the dam protects would not be 
compromised. That having been said, is there any further input in regards to Dam Safety?  
 
FEREBEE: Randy, are you still needing to replace gates in Wilmington?  
 
PRESTON: Is it on there? Yeah 
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, I’ll give you a quick rundown, Augur Lake; which is Chesterfield, I know 
that’s still an issue. Kingdom Dam in Elizabethtown. Rome Dam, we’re moving forward there, 
but it still has to be completed. Marcy Dam in Keene. Minerva Lake - dam upgrades. Petro Dam 
is complete, that’s coming off. Willsboro Dam complete, coming off. Wilmington Dam - replace 
gates. There was a dam in Schroon Lake, Mike that I believe that we need to add to the list as 
well?  
 
MARNELL: Horseshoe Pond Dam, it’s a very small dam.  
 
MASCARENAS: Okay, Horseshoe Pond?  
 
MARNELL: Horseshoe Pond.  
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, the dam thing seems to be a growing problem in most communities that 
we’re finding and there’s really a very limited avenues to fund those types of things, but they 
continue to be a huge liability for communities. So, while DEC is the enforcement wing of that, it 
would be nice if there were some funds available to alter dams going forward. They keep putting 
these restrictions and some of them are well over a $1 million - $2 million to remediate the 
projects and communities just don’t have funds to do that. I know Jay in particular with Rome 
Dam, I don’t know how a community could handle that sort of regulation and be expected to pay 
for that on their own. So, it’s fine, I think we welcome quite frankly the safety of your residents 
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by getting rid of some of these high hazard dams, but it would be nice to have some funding to 
go along with the regulations.  
 
HARRINGTON: Any other input in regards to Dam Safety? Moving on to Broadband -  
 
GILLILLAND: One of the things with broadband is the merger of Charter and Time Warner, 
because basically the whole house of cards on the State’s $500 million is hanging on that 
merger. If it gets knocked out by the FFC and then we’re back to square one again, $500 million 
will not bring broadband to New York. I think this should be prioritized and if you change 
Willsboro/Essex from $700,000.00 to $3,000,000.00 that would be good.  
 
HARRINGTON: Other comments in regards to broadband?  
 
MARNELL: Our issue, the contract was awarded a grant to construct a system in Schroon Lake 
and into North Hudson three and half years ago and to date he hasn’t done anything yet.  
 
MASCARENAS: That is the same thing Mike that’s happened in other communities that got that 
same award. I know they are moving forward, but it’s been a slow, slow process. There is a lot 
of red tape there. There is a lot of red tape connected to this, Randy knows, we have been in 
the middle of it with him and the Town of Jay, we received and it’s been just not an easy 
process to work through. Hopefully for this newer round they’ve got it worked out a little better, 
time will tell, but that has been the common answer that we’ve heard around communities, is 
just not moving fast enough, contracts, money those types of things, it’s just been slow to 
develop.  
 
MARNELL: The issue on ours is, I don’t think he has the money to spend to begin with; you’ve 
got to spend it first.  
 
MASCARENAS: And be reimbursed, yeah to be honest and I know that we ran into this with 
Charter, because the process has been so slow the vendors are hesitant, quite frankly to go out 
with a bunch of money and to build out a plant, as they would call it, without being certain of 
their reimbursement, how that’s going to come through. So, until they have contracts in hand 
and are ready to go it’s been awful, quite frankly to deal with.  
 
GILLILLAND: The bottom line is the Federal Government is going to have to come around and 
realize and admit this is that what Franklin Delano Roosevelt did for rural electrification during 
the Depression has got to be done now by the Federal Government for broadband. The 
piecemeal all over the County is just, you know dragging us way, way down as a Nation. It’s no 
longer, I mean it’s an absolute necessity. 
 
MASCARENAS: And I am guessing that my chart’s probably incomplete. I’m only as smart as 
I’m allowed to be, so I am guessing that every town, almost every town has last mile coverage 
that’s a problem in our County. So, I can probably send out a brief note to all the Supervisors 



Legislative Committee 
Monday, February 08, 2016  7 

today and see if they have issues and what those issues are, because I know that every 
community has broadband issues.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay 
 
MASCARENAS: It’s like Crown Point, I am sure that you have areas that don’t receive?  
 
HARRINGTON: We do, we do have quite a bit a dead zones.  
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, I’m sure.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, so that would be a way of updating that, if you got input from all of the 
Supervisors.  
Moving on to Marketplace and Internet Tax Fairness Act - 
 
MASCARENAS: This item was one that was introduced by our Treasurer, Mike Diskin. Dan 
knows way more than I do, Dan Palmer, but essentially trying to collect tax on internet 
purchases. I’m not sure where that bill went last year, if it ever went through, I know it’s been 
around for quite some time now. I am guessing not, because I purchased something the other 
day that didn’t get taxed, so I am guessing that’s not the case. I just don’t know if that’s still an 
item we need to be focused on. It sounds like we do, I do have a call into Mike Diskin, I just 
haven’t heard back from him. I called him on Friday.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, Tax Exempt Status of Municipal Bonds.  
 
MASCARENAS: Same thing, another Treasurer item that he asked to be added to report. Dan 
can you explain that a little bit? You absolutely know that way better than I do, but the 
advantage of that is when we borrow?  
 
PALMER: Well again, it directly affects the interest rate that we pay, because if there’s a tax 
associated with it then those individuals who are paying those municipal tax bonds are not going 
to buy them at the same rate that they would if there was no tax for them. In other words, if you 
were an investor and you were going to buy a municipal bond and the tax rate was high that it 
was prohibitive for you then you wouldn’t play in the marketplace and if you don’t play in the 
marketplace that’s going to ultimately affect the amount of interest that is charged for those sale 
of those bonds.  
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, the estimate here that we had last year, it would increase nationwide 
over $500 million, 75% of all infrastructure projects are built out on municipal bonds. So, that’s’ 
probably really critical, I am guessing as well.  
 
PALMER: It is a big issue, because again that’s what drives our bond rates and we need 
investors to be in that market and if you discourage them by taxing those transactions then it’s 
really going to impact what we get in terms of our bond rates.  
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GILLILLAND: We talked last year, all said we can’t do that, we can’t do that, but it’s like low 
hanging fruit for the Federal Government as far as tax increases.  
 
PALMER: Yeah 
 
GILLILLAND: The fact that it’s doesn’t affect the voters, it affects everybody else.  
 
PALMER: Yeah and you know it appears up front that well you know it’s an easy way for the 
Federal Government to pick up revenue, but what they’re not seeing is the effect that it will have 
on the local side when we go to borrow money and frankly you go back to that bridge issue. 
Bridges are something that we get very, very little help from and we almost entirely rely on 
bonds to do those and that’s where you’re going to see the biggest impact. If we’re all of sudden 
going out and looking at 2 or 3 points higher on our municipal bond ratings it’s going to have a 
huge impact on what it is that we have to pay back.  
 
HARRINGTON: Anything else in regards to Municipal Bonds?  
Moving on to Neighborhood House… 
 
FEREBEE: I spoke with Mike this morning, I’ll give the Neighborhood House a call this 
afternoon to see, I don’t think they’ve moved forward to replace or to repair the $70,000.00 
elevator, but I will reach out to them today, just to see and then I will let Mike know whether to 
leave this in or not.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, InterLakes Health, any input in regards to InterLakes Health?   
 
MASCARENAS: This was a letter that we received last year from Mr. Boula who was the CEO 
at the time and I am not sure he is anymore. This was in Ticonderoga, so I guess I can talk to 
Mr. Giordano and see if that is still an issue.  
 
FEREBEE: I think Rod is still here for another week or so.  
 
MASCARENAS: Is he?  
 
FEREBEE: So, maybe you can touch base with him. 
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, we’ll get further information in regards to that.  
And the last item is AuSable Forks Fire District.  
 
MASCARENAS: Archie, I am glad you’re here. Last year in our Federal Needs Assessment 
Report, we included some of the needs of the AuSable Forks Fire District, including their facility, 
capital facilities plan. I am not sure that you would still like that included when Bill and Shaun go 
to Washington or not. I know that they did get money for that, so does the need still exist?  I 
know that there is probably some need there still.  
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DEPO: They are just starting their renovation project next week.  
 
FEREBEE: So, we were hoping that maybe you could research Archie and see if we need to 
leave this in here or if the needs are met.  
 
DEPO: They still have Phase 2 and Phase 3 that they haven’t started yet.  
 
MASCARENAS: I am good there.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay 
 
MASCARENAS: I think I can get it together pretty quickly. I’ve got most of it done.  
 
HARRINGTON: So, these are the concerns that are within this pamphlet. Now, I am wondering 
if there are other concerns that have, should be discussed today? 
 
PALMER: Well these are really Federal issues, but in terms of legislative agenda I think one of 
the things on the State level that you really need to peruse is the cost of the indigent defense 
and how the State is, whether the State is going allocate funding for that purpose.  You know 
the four counties that sued and ended up settling in the lawsuit in terms of indigent defense, 
those counties are receiving funding from the State towards to cost of their indigent defense. 
The rest of the counties however are not, they are, I will say this that the State has upped the 
availability of grant funding and we have been able to access and get ahold of some of that 
grant funding. However, grant funding is again, that whole issue of whether you qualify from one 
year to the next and how long that money stays in place and you end up hiring temporary help 
in hopes that the grant’s funding stays in place. We have nearly $900, almost $1 million in 
indigent defense costs, between Public Defender’s and Family Court and Assigned Counsel 
Programs and ultimately this is a cost that I think a lot of people feel should be covered by the 
State and should not be a burden to the localities. You know it’s within the Constitution that 
everybody’s entitled to have an attorney, unfortunately there is nothing in the Constitution that 
says the State has to pay for it. So, we are in that position, there is some discussion about the 
State stepping up and taking over some of that. So, I think that in terms of a legislative agenda 
for the State level, that would be an important issue to put at the top of the list.  
 
PRESTON: Dan, you can just add to that that when we were at NYSAC last week they did have 
a little seminar on it and there is a bill in front of the legislature that has a sponsor in both 
Houses; however it’s a hefty, hefty price tag.  
 
PALMER: Yeah it is.  
 
PRESTON: Outside of New York City I think it was in the area of like $150 million for the State 
to take it over. There is discussion on it. There is support growing. I spoke with Dan Stec, Dan 
wasn’t specifically aware; he said he would look into it, of the bill that’s out there. Unfortunately, 
it wasn’t in the Executive Budget from the Governor, but there’s a lot of discussion about it and I 
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guess in talking with Shaun afterwards is if nothing happens in this round I really think that we 
need to sit down, put a small group of people together and figure this out, because if it doesn’t 
happen this year I don’t know when it’s going to and it may be coming. I know there seems to be 
a lot of support and that’s what they said, that there is a lot of support, but where it all shakes 
out I don’t know, but I think we need discuss our options as to where we’re going if nothing does 
become of it in this budget process. Shaun do you have anything to add to that?  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah the Office of Indigent Defense whose seminar that we went to and they 
talked about the bill and I didn’t come away with any sort of warm and fuzzy that this was going 
to happen. You know the fact that it is a valiant effort, but the price tag is too high. 
 
PALMER: Yeah I do get that and think that stumbling block obviously is about how much is the 
State going to take over in terms of those kinds of fundings. I think what will drive this more than 
anything else is if additional lawsuits are filed in additional counties. The way, frankly the 
settlement that the State agreed to on the four counties that the lawsuit was filed in was really 
an admission, I think on the State’s part that they had an obligation to provide some funding for 
those and in my view established that precedent that they are going fund some of these 
counties at a certain level. Now I find it hard to phantom how they can suggest it’s okay to fund 
some counties at nearly 100% level, but not others. So, I think as the indigent defense lobby 
groups if they are forced into filing lawsuits in all of the counties that is where I think you’re 
going to see the push to maybe the State to address this on a better term in terms of what it 
costs us. But, agree Randy we do need to ultimately look at anyway we can cut our costs by 
addressing this as well. Family Court is the bear, it really is. The State pays for the attorneys for 
the children, but the rest of those costs are assumed by us and it is fairly hefty. That’s what 
drives most of the train. The Public Defender’s Office, contrary to what people believe has been 
pretty cost effective. There is a savings there generated when you have our own attorneys 
addressing these issues on a salary basis as opposed to an hourly. So, that is effective and it 
maybe that you would want to, at some point, consider whether you would put more attorneys in 
the Public Defender’s office to handle some of these cases. You could extend those services 
out to Family Court issues as well. It would take, just so you understand, it would take address 
of the local laws that were established, that were done to establish both the Public Defender’s 
Office and when that was done it specifically exempted the coverage of Family Court and 
Assigned Counsel and only established the Public Defender’s Office as criminal, so you would 
have to make some changes. But potentially you could add an attorney or something into the 
Public Defender’s Office to address those issues.  
 
GILLILLAND: I talked to Dan Manning last month and he is to do some research for me on as 
far as Clinton County’s arrangement as far as lawyers. He didn’t know whether that was 
completely legal or not.  
 
PALMER: Yeah 
 
GILLILLAND: But he is researching that as a possible option to look into.  
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PALMER: Yeah, Clinton County has an interesting and like I say I’m kind of in the same boat as 
Dan, I am not sure whether it’s legal or not. They do contract out to attorney firms and the basis 
of the contract is that the attorneys are paid to handle a set amount of cases per month 
regardless of what that case may take. So, I don’t know how that plays out in terms of defense; 
whether somebody feels like they’re being short ended because they’re at the end of the month, 
I don’t know, you know I don’t know how that plays out.  
 
GILLILLAND: Interestedly at the NYSAC conference at this particular seminar, talking about 
Westchester County and their indigent defense they contract with legal aid.  
 
PALMER: Yeah 
 
GILLILLAND: And that’s a model.  
 
PALMER: Yup 
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, other concerns?  
 
MARNELL: Yeah it’s minor, but the Department of Health at the State level has gotten so strict 
that if there is any bake sales, church dinners, fundraisers they are going to be all abolished. 
For instance, Schroon Lake, two or three years ago they started a chili cook-off and the 
proceeds went to the Emergency Squad and they raised a couple of thousand dollars. People 
cooked and brought it in, it was judged. The following year, it can only be prepared in a 
commercial kitchen that was permitted by the New York State Department of Health. This year 
Mountainside, they always had a game dinner, not only do you have to cook it in the kitchen, 
you have to have workman’s comp for yourself. I want to go there and cook chili, I got to bring a 
workman’s comp for myself. So, that eliminates that, so that means school bake sales, the fire 
department church dinners, you can’t have people bring in homemade pies anymore, they have 
to be made onsite. It’s not fair when you go to New York and you can buy fish on the sidewalk.  
Another thing is our golf course always serves hot dogs and frozen sandwiches and microwaves 
them, so where do dump your mop bucket and the girl says I dump it out in the grass. Well 
that’s not legal, so I called and said I will dump it in the toilet. No you can’t dump it in the toilet, 
you’ve got to have a slop sink. I mean where does the water go that goes into the slop sink?  
 
PALMER: Right, it goes in the same spot.  
 
MARNELL: But, it’s going to eliminate all fundraisers and there is several thousand dollars that 
they aren’t going to make when then have bake sales and all this other stuff.  
 
HARRINGTON: Well that sounds similar to all the regulations that are compromising the fire 
districts and the EMTs. The regulations are being prohibitive for those agencies.  
Other concerns involving the State that we need to make our legislatures aware of?  
 



Legislative Committee 
Monday, February 08, 2016  12 

GILLILLAND: One thing that you may want to even bring up at the Federal level too and that is 
the state of the EMS services here and Randy went and you know side-blocked everybody else 
to get to the Governor, about it and the actions that need to be taken. But it’s also a Federal 
issue too, because it has to do with the national standards that the State claims that they’re 
always their problem for certifications and the fact is that it is a Federal issue, because it’s every 
rural area in the Country that this is happening, it’s not just us.  
 
HARRINGTON: Further comments?  
 
MASCARENAS: Do we, has the Committee, Public Safety or Patty developed any written 
material on this?  
 
PRESTON: Patty is actually in the process now of meeting with different regions to compile 
information. I was going to bring it up at Full Board, but I spoke with the Governor about it and 
stressed to him that I do not think that people understand, comprehend what is happening. This 
was after the Governor gave a speech, it was at the mansion, in regards to the tax cap and 
consolidation and here what’s happening with EMS is blowing all of that out of the water. It’s 
creating bureaucracies. They’re exploding tax caps at staggering amounts and the Governor 
said that he was not aware of it. So, on Thursday I got a phone call, and he said they would look 
into it and that was Tuesday night, on Thursday I got a phone call from Paul Francis who is the 
number two guy in the State overseeing the Department of Health and I gave him the overview 
of what was happening and stressed again this is totally against everything the Governor talks 
about and it is exploding and the Department of Health, nobody seems to comprehend the 
magnitude of this. So, he told me that, he asked what I was looking for and I said we need 
somebody to listen and comprehend what’s happening. We need a high level meeting with 
people who can think out of the box, because I said something, this is not just Essex County, 
this is everywhere. So, he assured me that I would hear from him this week to try and put 
something together as far as a meeting, because I said I am absolutely positive that if the 
Governor understands the magnitude of this that he is going to act and he just, the Governor 
said that he was not aware that it was this critical and I said that it is beyond that at this point in 
time. So, I am hopeful that maybe after all this kicking, hollering and screaming and all the 
above and pushing people out of the way to get in line that maybe we’ll get somewhere. I don’t 
know, but that’s where it stands now.  
 
HARRINGTON: Well, Randy I certainly want to thank you and so doesn’t everyone else on this 
Board for taking the bull by the horns and pushing it up to the executive level.  
Other concerns in regards to EMS and fire safety?  
Anything else in regards to the State that we want to make the Legislature aware of? It is my 
understanding that Bill and Shaun will be representing us in Washington; am I correct?  
 
FEREBEE: Correct 
 
HARRINGTON: So, that plan is in effect. In regards to the State do we have persons who are 
volunteering to make our concerns aware to the legislature and the executive area?  
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FEREBEE: Well I feel that Shaun and I and Randy, you know we listen to everyone and with our 
connections we can move forward and I think we all expressed our concerns with our Senators 
and Assemblymen, so they are aware of most of our problems.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, also you three have direct lines of communication and I think we would 
be well invested to have you working as our representatives expressing the concerns that we 
have.  
 
FEREBEE: I think that between the three of us we all have our certain focuses, Randy’s is the 
EMS, Shaun I am not sure of yet, but we all have our certain focuses, so I think between the 
three of us the full message of what Essex County and our towns.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, any other concerns to come before the Legislative Committee?  
 
MASCARENAS: Charlie, if I could just ask one question, should I be developing a different 
State report? Is there a date that that would have to be done by? Because we have a couple 
different issues, the Department of Health issue I think is important, but the Federal level, I think 
we’re just going to have a lot to be able to handle that.  
 
FEREBEE: I can’t think right now Mike of a date.  
 
PRESTON: Charlie if I may, I am just going to do it again at Full Board, but seeing as how we’re 
talking about it now, the only other thing at that same function that we were at, for anyone who’s 
been dealing with the Department of State and contracts and getting paid. I also had a very 
good conservation with Matt Malay who works in the Chamber, who oversees the Department of 
State, that is one of his Departments that he oversees and within 24 hours of me explaining 
what’s been happening there Mike has been contacted. Mike sent information down to him. 
Melissa McManus who writes a large amount of grants for communities, she gave me input as 
to what’s been happening and what’s been requested of us and how ridiculous the process is 
and he has been making things happen within the last couple of days. So, I am really hopeful, I 
mean Tommy’s case came up there in Moriah for over a year he hasn’t been paid, so I really 
think we got a hold of the right person there also and things are starting to happen. He’s 
contacted me twice and assured me that things are going to be different, so I am hopeful there, 
because he’s a real go getter. Matt Malay, I know him from EFC and I had issues there and he 
took care of them. So, I am really hopeful and it also helped that everybody in the Department of 
the State was blaming him and I told him that, so we’ll see how that all goes.  
 
HARRINGTON: Well I can’t agree with you more, I do feel that the DEC has been putting the 
cart before the horse demanding that things be done and yet there being State and Federal 
monies available, but the path not being wrong whereby all these agencies are working together 
and what happens is there is a target is put on the backs of the towns and they make it totally 
impossible to fall into compliance.  
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MASCARENAS: Yeah and I want to thank Randy on that too. I think that’s so critical I know the 
communities, locally the capacity to handle some of these levels of the splitting hairs to make a 
long short is really difficult and the inefficiencies are really putting a lot of depend on staffing 
everywhere, to have to revisit items on claim documents and report documents and those types 
of things, it just doesn’t make a  lot of sense and communities are having to spend a lot of 
money bonding these projects out on the front end and when they’re not getting timely 
reimbursements it kind of defeats the whole purpose of getting money to begin with. So, it is a 
huge issue and thanks for bringing that to their attention, I really do appreciate that.  
 
HARRINGTON: Anything else to come before the Legislative Committee? It appears to me that 
we have a definite plan and that we will be moving forward. This Committee is adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


