
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

 
 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Vice-Chairman Morrow called this PubIic Safety Committee Meeting to order at 10:25 
a.m. with the following Supervisors in attendance: Charles Harrington, Gerald Morrow, Randy 
Preston, William Ferebee, Joseph Giordano, James Monty, Michael Tyler, Noel Merrihew, 
Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally and Ron Moore.  Archie Depo, Edward Gardner, Shaun 
Gillilland, Wester Miga and Roby Politi had been previously excused.   Thomas Scozzafava and 
Charles Whitson, Jr. were absent. 

 
Department Heads present were: Juliann Beatty, Brandon Boutelle, Judy Garrison, Don 

Jaquish, Daniel Palmer, Dan Manning and Wayne Taylor.  Allison McGahay, Mark Whitney and 
Kristy Sprague had been previously excused. 

 
Also Present were: Patty Bashaw. 
 
News Media:  Lohr McKinstry - Press Republican and Pete DeMola - Sun News. 
 

MORROW:  I will call the Public Safety meeting to order please.  Veteran’s office – Mr. 
Merrihew.  Where’s Mr. Merrihew?  Missing in action.   Do you have a report Mr. Merrihew for 
Veterans? 
 
MERRIHEW:  Not yet.  I know that they had a meeting just two weeks ago and they are with 
volunteer efforts a sign, getting a grant for the sign and they are still working on Memorial Day 
so we’ll have more on that.  Thank you very much. 
 
MORROW:  At another time.  Thank you Mr. Merrihew. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer with Wayne Taylor reporting as 
follows: 
 
TAYLOR:  I have no report but I’m here to answer any questions. 
 
MORROW:  Does anybody have any questions for the County Sealer, if not, thank you for 
coming. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections. Mark Whitney and Allison 
McGahay had been previously excused and no report was given. 
 

********************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney.  Kristy Sprague had been 
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previously excused. 

 
*********************** 

 
The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services with Don Jaquish reporting 

as follows: 
 

MORROW:  Come on right up.  Good morning. 
 

JAQUISH:  Good morning.  I just want to keep the board informed on some of things that are 
going on.  Terry Mountain – the repair of the Terry Mountain Towers is taking place as we 
speak. The tower crew from Oklahoma is up there.  They really don’t enjoy our North Country 
weather I can tell you that, they are dressed up like Eskimos.  There was some power issues 
that we straightened out but that work if you remember the tower was twisting and it’s actually in 
fact off 8 degrees.  ATT is paying for this repair for the principal amount.  We did get a grant to 
fund it but working with ATT they wished to put some pods up there so we said, well if you want 
to do that then you need to help us reinforce the tower and they’ve gone right ahead and went 
out to bid and they are doing that work. 
I know some of the members weren’t on the board when I discussed this last year but we do 
have some power issues at Anger Hill. The generator that is at Anger Hill is supplied by others 
and there are some FM stations there that have switches that bump as they switch and they do 
this continually it causes our UPS system to look at that power and not switch back onto the 
generator so I’m just informing you that we are looking into some options remember we talked 
about a new generator there well I’ve talked to Wells Communications and they think there is a 
possibility of using a 48 volt power supply in lieu of a generator which would be much cheaper 
so we are looking into that option as well. 
There is a pre bid meeting next Tuesday for the trimming of the trees along the power line on 
Terry Mountain and also that permit has been issued.  We’re still waiting on a temporary 
revocable permit to do the roadways so that’s pretty much what’s going on this week. 
 
MORROW:  Any questions for Mr. Jaquish? 
 
JAQUISH:  There’s one other thing.  Patty would you come up?  It’s to do with the EMS study. 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning. Mike just informed us that they’ve gone ahead and we’re putting out 
the RFP for the EMS survey very, very soon so I am anticipating by the end of May being able 
to have a decision made on who is going to do the study so that’s pretty exciting. He’s worked 
very hard to get the money up and available to us so we’ll see what happens with that. 
 
MORROW:  Any questions? 
 
BASHAW:  Can I just say one more thing?  Totally different subject but I just want to say there 
was a bus accident that we ran out of here for last week and Minerva and responding agencies 
from the rest of the county and a lot of Warren County did a really awesome job minimizing 
further injuries and transporting those folks.  In the Town of Minerva where there is hardly 
anything close by it was really a well-run job and using the Minerva School was a huge, 
successful thing.  So hats off to those guys. 
 
MORROW:  Good.  Thank you.  Anything else? 
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********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s office.  The Sheriff was not present, no 
report was given. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department, Juliann Beatty reporting as 
follows: 
 
BEATTY:  I believe you have a written report from me.   Does anyone have questions? 
 
MORROW:  Any questions for Ms. Beatty on the written report?  Thank you very much. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle reporting as 
follows: 
 
BOUTELLE:  Big exciting news in the world of indigent defense for the first time in the history of 
New York State we now have written eligibility criteria based on existing case law, existing 
practices and also if you remember I mentioned they had the hearings in the various judicial 
districts.  Mr. Palmer wrote a very nice letter on behalf of the board regarding eligibility criteria 
so now we have guidelines.  This is one of the parts of the Hurrell-Harring Lawsuit that applies 
statewide so these eligibility criteria apply to every county, every court so the goal and the aim is 
to have standard, uniform so one county to the next county you’ll be eligible or not eligible just 
the same. 
Does it impact us at all?  Absolutely not because I rarely toot my own horn but I’m going to toot 
my own horn I live and breathe indigent defense.  I’ve been following the law on eligibility ever 
since I’ve started so our practices are now exactly what the written criteria are because it’s 
really just formal statement of the kind of patchwork of cases and law so it’s not going to impact 
us at all.  Some counties are worried now that it’s going to increase caseloads not us, it’s going 
to stay the same because we’ve been doing it this way all along.  Only the biggest change for us 
is their recommendation I think normally we’ve been using the Federal poverty guidelines a 
certain percentage and it used to be about 125%-150% the State’s recommendation now is if 
someone is presumptively eligible for assigned counsel at 250% of the Federal poverty rate so 
maybe that’s going to affect family court I’m not sure but for us we don’t really have a lot of 
applicants that are that close to whether or not they are going to be denied or not.  Our statistics 
for acceptance and denial has mirrored the State or the national statistics on who’s eligible 
typically for assigned counsel and the National Association of State Courts has consistently held 
about 85% to 90% of all people in court qualified for some publically funded counsel. 
Also another big recommendation was who should be doing the eligibility determinations?  The 
Bedrock law of principal is that Judges are ultimately responsible the last said in eligibility but 
the State recommends that the agency who is the mandated representation provider in each 
county is probably the next best thing because their interests are most aligned with the people, 
the clients that are represented.  Now with the counsel at arraignment we are there early in the 
case, we’re getting involved so we’re the ones who frankly it’s my sole job in this county is 
indigent defense so I live it, breathe it we’re pretty good and my secretary is also very good at 
reviewing applications and she’s been doing what’s in these recommendations all along so I 
think you can be proud that we’re not going to have some big spike and there’s not going to be 
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a big scramble for oh my god we need more lawyers so I think we’re in a good position from the 
criminal side.  From the family side I have no idea because I’m not involved in the process.  I 
know there’s been proposals and it’s your tough decision on what to do for that but like I said it 
is in the article that Mr. DeMola wrote as a military person I’m used to taking orders so if you 
determine that we would be the best route to provide family court representation then we are 
ready to do it and we’ve got attorney who are willing to do it as well.  That’s all I have.  If you 
have any questions?  I’d be happy to answer them. 
 
MORROW:  Any questions?  The one question I was going to ask you was who’s going to make 
sure these requirements are abided by and looked into because and I know you have done an 
excellent job since you’ve been here and I’m very well satisfied with it.  I remember the prior 
assigned counsel and it wasn’t public defender I don’t think, I think it was way back when we 
had assigned counsel a gentleman from the Town of Chesterfield got a public defender or 
assigned counsel at that time.  I couldn’t believe that he got one.  He had a very lucrative job 
and I called the job up and asked about it, telling I was a friend of his and stuff like that you 
know, leading them on and I got all the information and I called the courts and he lost his public 
defender but I couldn’t believe that the Judges nor the assigned counsel checked into it but I 
think you are doing an excellent job of it thank you very much on behalf of the taxpayers that 
fund this. 
 
BOUTELLE: Thank you.  If you want to read this I think I sent a copy to Mr. Palmer, Mr. 
Manning and also Chairman Gillilland.  It’s also available on the Office of Legal indigent services 
website.  It’s not elating reading but it’s very good explanation of they kind of have a block letter 
executive summary and then they have a commentary and explanation of why they’re 
recommending what they do and some of it makes sense once you read it.  I think it is 
counterintuitive as to why they wouldn’t say if someone is presumptively eligible at 250% the 
Federal Poverty guidelines it’s one of the better guidance publications that has ever come out in 
the State in this field so I recommend it for everyone. 
 
MORROW:  Thank you. Anything else? 
 
GIORDANO:  Where did you say, the website? 
 
BOUTELLE:  It’s the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services they call ILS for short but 
I can email a copy to you if you want.  I believe I have your email address. 
 
MONTY:  I’d like a copy of that too if you could send me one.  I guess my question is are all the 
local Magistrates even though it sounds like they are informally doing it now but will all the local 
Magistrates be sent a copy of that? 
 
BOUTELLE:  The guidelines are supposed to go into full effect in October so this is kind of a 
transition time.  There are states providing training to the Judges I don’t know if it’s going to roll 
down to the Magistrates Association but I’m pretty sure it will they’ll have a copy because they 
are part of the process because if we deny someone the client has a right to appeal the denial 
so they are part of this process and they’ll get a copy and hopefully they’ll get trained on it as 
well. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Anybody else?  Thank you very much.  Is there anything else to come before the 
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public safety committee? 
 
MERRIHEW:  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. I would like to offer a resolution of 
condolence to the family of our former Essex County Sheriff Robert “Bottle” Lavigne. 
 
MORROW:  Moved by Mr. Merrihew can I have a unanimous second on that?  Thank you very 
much. 
 
GARRISON:  Mr. Merrihew is not on the committee. 
 
MORROW:  I should have checked the agenda Mr. Merrihew is not on the committee.  Mr. 
Monty is moving the resolution.   We still have a unanimous second, thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF ROBERT ‘BOTTLE’ LAVIGNE. 
Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded unanimously. 
 
MORROW:  Is there anything else to come before the public safety committee?  If not, we stand 
adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further business to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 


