
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, May 9, 2016 

 
 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Gillilland called this PubIic Safety Committee Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Charles Harrington, Gerald Morrow, 
Roby Politi, Randy Preston, William Ferebee, Edward Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph 
Giordano, James Monty, Michael Tyler, Noel Merrihew, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, 
Thomas Scozzafava, Charles Whitson, Jr.  and Ron Moore.  Wester Miga had been previously 
excused.    

 
Department Heads present were: Judy Garrison, Don Jaquish and Daniel Palmer.  

Allison McGahay, Mark Whitney, Kristy Sprague, Juliann Beatty and Wayne Taylor had been 
previously excused.  Brandon Boutelle was absent. 

 
Also Present were: Patty Bashaw, Jim Dougan and Sharon Boisen. 
 
News Media:  Lohr McKinstry - Press Republican and Pete DeMola - Sun News. 
 

GILLILLAND:  I will call meeting of the Public Safety committee to order please.   Department 
heads that called to be excused today were Probation, Board of Elections, County Sealer and 
District Attorney so we will start with the Veterans Office, Mr. Merrihew. 
 
MERRIHEW: I have no report this morning. Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions for Veterans?  Next up will be emergency services. 

 
********************* 

 
 The first item on the agenda was the Emergency Services Department with Don Jaquish 
reporting as follows: 
 
JAQUISH:  Good morning.  I need a resolution today to increase my communications budget 
appropriations from zero dollars to $144,776.00 also to increase the budget again to $66,117.00 
to $88,524.00, this is all coming from grant money that we had in last year’s budget that was not 
expended.  It has all to do with the PSAP upgrade, the CAD upgrade so we just need to move 
that money into this year so that we can pay the vendors. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Moved by Mr. Preston.  Do I have a second?  Mr. Harrington. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$167,183.00, UNEXPENDED 2015 PSAP CONSOLIDATION GRANT FUNDS. 
Moved by Mr. Preston, seconded by Mr. Harrington. 
 
GILLILLAND: Discussion? Being none, all in favor – opposed, carried. 
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JAQUISH: As far as the radio system I just wanted a quick discussion on the Ainger Hill Site as 
you remember back in September, October we discussed the fact that there is power issues at 
Ainger Hill and at that time we had AES looking into installing our own generator because 
apparently the generator that is there is not providing the clean power that we need. What I 
have done since then is actually looked into instead of spending $50,000 or $60,000 on a 
generator to install a 48 volt power supply with a battery bank that wouldn’t susceptible to dirty 
power and I just want you to know I’m looking into that.  I think it would be around $15,000.00 to 
do that. It’s all still part of finishing up this radio project. 
The other thing I’ve been working on is I’ve spent all day last Wednesday with the DEC on Terry 
Mountain the power lines that run up through are badly overgrown and so is the roadway and 
they both need to be trimmed out so I’ve applied for permits referred to as a TRP a temporary 
revocable permit to do the road trimming and a permit to cut certain trees that have to be 
marked.  We had to mark all the trees that need to be cut on the power line so I’ll be coming to 
you once we know the approximate cost to do that work.  It’s something that really has to be 
done.  It’s not a question of doing it or not doing it.  We’ve had three power outages since last 
year due to trees coming down on top of the power lines and that’s all I have right now. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any questions for Mr. Jaquish?  Thank you very much Don. 
 
PRESTON:  Shaun, excuse me.  Can we offer the floor to Patty? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes, absolutely EMS. 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning everybody.  I just want to give a real quick update as to where the 
subcommittee is for EMS.  We actually had our first meeting last Thursday night.  Had 
everybody there but a couple people and it went really well we’re moving next Tuesday in the 
afternoon we open the bids up for the RFP that went out.  We already got like a tickers list that 
we already going for accomplishing things. We are looking at the hours at the regional level.  
We are looking at consolidating a schedule so once that schedule, instead of seeing a variance 
from like 150 to 200 hours for a basic EMT course we are going to kind of set the schedule for 
the instructors and have them work within those boundaries so that should help a little bit.  We 
are pretty excited.  We’ve had really good feedback from the Essex County EMS Association 
and we’ll know more Tuesday when we open the bids for the grant. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any questions for EMS? 
 
PRESTON:  I would just add that I’m actually seeing some signs where I’m hopeful that there is 
going to be little bit of a moderation on the hours and ways to obtain it and actually we have 
been in continuous contact with the Governor’s office about this and they understand that this is 
an issue and so I’m hoping with the RFP in opening and the study may be getting underway 
hopefully within the next few weeks we are going to have a high level meeting to let’s get 
moving on stuff that everybody is agreeable that we can do.  They found that there was actually 
a span of some instructors it was 130 hours and some instructors it was 200 hours and by 
everybody taking a look at this through the magnifying glass it would come to the conclusion 
well, wait a minute what are we doing let’s try to get everything to be consistent and I think the 
hours are going to come down so much and there is already discussion with no opposition that 
I’ve heard about creating things online so it’s easier for them to obtain their certification.  So I 
really think we are heading in the right direction.  I think we’re going to get places with this. 
 
BASHAW:  And it’s real time sensitive too because there’s a lot of agencies including my own 
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that are really struggling with coverage right now so this needs to be done as fast as we can get 
through it. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Anything else for EMS? 
 
BASHAW:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I don’t see the Sheriff’s Office here and no other department heads to come up 
so is there anything else to be brought before Public Safety? 
 
MOORE: Yes Mr. Chairman I’m not sure if this is the appropriate committee but Public Safety 
seems to be just as appropriate as any.  I want to update the board on some of the buildings at 
Frontier Town once again. The one building which was the motel, one of the motels which had 
been locked up for the last couple of years since the previous owner had it he locked those 
doors.  The windows were intact and the building might have been able to be restored now all 
those windows, many of them have been broken, doors have been bashed in and the property 
is such as weathered with rodents, etc. and various people have drove by not to mention that 
what might have been restored is probably not possible now. 
This property is in the hands of the county.  I would think that after this many years something 
should be done to protect the assets whatever they might be.  I believe it is a public safety 
hazard as I have mentioned many, many times before.   
As to the old restaurant that is falling in I have reports that people coming in and out of that 
building which is definitely if anybody has seen that motel, is definitely an accident waiting to 
happen so we can continue to ignore it as we have or we can do something about it but I want 
to publically make this board aware of the situation that’s there.  It is a public safety hazard. 
Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I agree.  I know the buildings you’re referring to.  What’s the status on the 
property?  Is that going in the next auction?  What’s happening there? 
 
PALMER:  I’m not aware that it’s going in the next auction or what’s going on with it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I know the State, I don’t want to put anybody on the spot here but I mean 
before we decide what we are going to do with the buildings I think we need to decide what we 
are going to do with the property so what’s happening in that regards?  I read the newspaper.  
The State might be interested in it?  Maybe this is a deep, dark secret I shouldn’t be talking 
about? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Is this a contractual issue? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well because he wants to do something with the property and the buildings.  
I’m just trying to get some answers. 
 
MARNELL:  If those buildings are just hanging by a 2x4 here and there especially the restaurant 
couldn’t we just take an excavator down there and put the buildings to the ground so somebody 
won’t get into them?  The restaurant has a cellar if somebody is fooling around in there they 
could get pinned or killed in there but they are going to fall down in two or three years but it 
wouldn’t take much power just putting the buildings down and crush the material down and 
leave it on site until we can move it. 
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PALMER:  Unfortunately we’re not allowed to do that.  We have to do an evaluation to 
determine whether there is asbestos or any material within the buildings that needs to be 
mitigated.  If and fact they are, if they need to be mitigated we have to do that prior to tearing 
them down.  If we in fact can’t get into them to determine whether they do contain something 
that needs to be mitigated then we have to treat the whole building as if it’s hazardous waste 
and the whole building has to be taken care of based upon the idea that’s all hazardous waste.  
You know this is frustrating and I understand Ron’s position.  It’s frustrating not only for the 
board itself but it’s also for us who is kind of in charge of these things, we don’t have a budget to 
do anything with.  You know so it isn’t like I can authorize somebody to go down there and do 
something with any of the buildings because this board has authorized no money to be spent.  If 
and fact there is going to be something done it requires money it’s unfortunate but that’s the 
reality and at this point no money has been allocated by this board to do it. 
 
MORROW:  Have those buildings been legally condemned and posted condemned and no 
entrance? 
 
MOORE:  The restaurant and a couple other buildings on the Frontier Town Road that were 
store houses and so on the warehouse were condemned prior to this last auction when the 
previous owner owned it as I just said the motel we did not condemn because we felt it was the 
one building that could have been restored.  The signs are not on the building I guess maybe it 
would be the county’s prerogative to take a look at the motel I am speaking of and if they feel 
they should be condemned then – I would throw the J Bar E Motel in with that too that’s not in 
front of the property that’s under litigation that’s also a little north of the other motel.  I drove 
there today and a couple of years ago I think Chris had some plywood placed on the doorways 
to prevent entering they still seem to be intact but possibly the county should take a look at that 
have Seth go down and take a look at it if it needs to be condemned hand a sign.  It’s not North 
Hudson property anymore. 
 
MOORE: I found out in the past in the Town of Chesterfield if you want to protect yourself from 
liability but nothing is going to protect you 100% from somebody suing you but if you want to 
protect yourself as much as can condemn the buildings and put No Entrance, Do not enter they 
are on their own responsible self if they go in there they have already been notified but just 
because you condemn the buildings I know you talked about saving them in the future just 
because you condemn the building doesn’t mean you’re going to tear it down in the future it 
means it is condemned at this point until the corrections are made and you have the satisfaction 
for it to be code and safe but they should be condemned with no entrance posted on them. 
 
GILLILLAND: So we suggest that the county code enforcement go in and inspect and post?  
That’s your area Mr. Morrow. 
 
MORROW:  On ours it was private owners that owned the property but in this case being the 
county owns it I don’t know if the town could condemn it, it may have to be the county code 
enforcement officer. 
 
MOORE: Well whoever is responsible if it’s the town or if it’s the county I would recommend that 
the county condemn it. 
 
MORROW:  Yes I would too. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   I think at the very least I think you need to at least post it and get some fence 
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around that one, I don’t know if it is the J Bar E or Belle’s place? 
 
MOORE:  Della’s place is the restaurant. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And then the other thing I mean I’ve had people through the years who actually 
expressed an interest to me I mean you could probably the log the buildings in the town itself 
and that hotel or motel you could probably sell that. Believe it or not there are people out there 
that would come in and dismantle them, they number the logs, they put them back up some 
place.  I don’t know the condition of the logs at this point in time but I’m certain there would be 
an interest in them. 
 
GILLILLAND: Any more discussion on this issue?  Anything else to come before the public 
safety committee? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes.  What are we going to do?  A guy brought up an issue I mean Dan 
doesn’t have any money we should at least appropriate some money so they can go in there 
and check out the asbestos and at least fence it and post it. 
 
MOORE: Is that a resolution Tom? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I can’t.  I’m not on the committee. 
 
MONTY:  I’ll make that resolution at least we can go in condemn and then move forward. 
 
GILLILLAND:  So ask the county codes officer to inspect and determine? 
 
PALMER:  Jim, can we ask Jim Dougan to come up?  I just want to get some sense of what it 
would cost to post and fence around these properties.  I mean we are going to need a budget. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Sure. 
 
DOUGAN:  Good morning. 
 
PALMER: Jim do you have any idea what it would cost to go down there and close up these 
buildings and fence them off to the extent that it is clear that people are not supposed to be in 
there?  I know we’re talking a lot of properties there and I don’t know what kind of fence you are 
talking about but you’re probably going to need something fairly significant. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Probably chain link. 
 
DOUGAN:  Off the cuff I would expect you are probably going to spend $20,000 just to fence it 
off but I can provide some answers, get some quotes for the DPW committee meeting next 
week. 
 
MORROW:  I don’t even know if I’d spend a lot of money on fence. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Right. 
 
MORROW:  I would put posts up, Do not enter with safety tape around that.  People want to go 
in they’re going to go over fence, through fence whatever they want to do so don’t spend a lot of 
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money just condemn it post it and put some do no enter signs there or tape is cheaper. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m not suggesting you fence that entire property what I am suggesting that we 
at least post it and then you can drive right into the parking lot off 9, at least block those 
roadways off, those entrances so people can’t travel in and out at free will.  I mean just doing 
those couple of things aren’t going to cost a lot of money.  It takes a lot of liability off the county. 
 
GILLILLAND: So the one thing we can ask him to do now is to determine what the status is by 
inspection.  That doesn’t cost anymore. 
 
DOUGAN: I can schedule the code and safety officer to start looking at all the buildings and 
giving us a report. We can easily put up some barricades and things from DPW, you know some 
posted signs, some yellow caution tape and we’ll start there and I’ll give you a report on it in the 
near future. 
 
PALMER:  Okay. 
 
MOORE:  Just to add to that Seth was in town probably two years ago about this time, the roof 
hadn’t caved in at that time but he agreed at that time that - and we did not have the motel that 
I’m speaking about because the doors were locked we didn’t want Baston’s in but if he could 
look at that motel and the other motel the Jay Bar that would be really good if he could inspect 
those buildings. 
 
TYLER:  Every time I do something like this at the town I always talk to our insurance company 
because they always give a point of view of what you should and shouldn’t do on this sort of 
thing. 
To go along with what Mr. Scozzafava said people will come in tear them down and put them up 
but there is people that like to go and tear down buildings and use what they can for other 
properties I mean it seems to me that you’ll get somebody to come in there and tear down 
maybe not all the buildings but maybe one or two buildings and they can maybe make some 
money on it and they’ll even pay you to do it. 
 
PRESTON:  I guess I would just add I went and looked at those buildings and there aint nobody 
that is going to give us anything for any of that I can you that right now.  I’m sure they’ve got 
asbestos in them and anything that I saw is already collapsed and caved in so it’s all going to be 
treated as asbestos. 
 
DOUGAN:  We have a term contract for doing asbestos investigations would you like me to at 
least get a price from that firm to come and investigate those buildings? 
 
GILLILLAND:  It sounds to me like we are going to have to end up doing it anyway. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Is this property we plan on keeping or are we going to auction the property off?  
Is there somebody out there that is interested in the property?  I mean I don’t want to go in there 
and spend hundreds of thousands of dollars to a property that we may sell for thirty or forty.  
And again I draw silence. 
 
PALMER: I have no idea Tom.  I have no indication from anybody.  Nobody has contacted me 
and said we’re interested in this property. 
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MOORE:  Mr. Chairman the NYS DEC has expressed an interest in helping both the county and 
town maximize the utilization of that property to use it as a gateway I think is the word they used 
to assess the new proposed multi-use trail system.  That’s where we are at.  They are trying to 
assist us to try and make best use of that property. 
 
GILLILLAND:  So in the mean time we as the owners have got to be good stewards and protect 
the public safety so I guess the first step will be that. Jim you will take care of having Seth 
execute that? 
 
DOUGAN:  Yes. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Do we need a resolution or is everybody happy with that?  Anything else to come 
before this committee?  Being none we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further business to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


