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Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Gillilland called this PubIic Safety Committee Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Charles Harrington, Gerald Morrow, 
Roby Politi, William Ferebee, Edward Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, James Monty, Michael Tyler, 
Noel Merrihew, Wester Miga, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Thomas Scozzafava, Charles 
Whitson, Jr.  and Ron Moore.  Joseph Giordano and Randy Preston had been previously 
excused.    

 
Department Heads present were: Juliann Beatty, Brandon Boutelle, Judy Garrison, 

Kristy Sprague, Don Jaquish, Wayne Taylor and Daniel Palmer.  Allison McGahay and Mark 
Whitney had been previously excused.   

 
Also Present were:  Jim Dougan, Margaret Bartley and Sharon Boisen. 
 
News Media:  Kim Dedam - Press Republican and Pete DeMola - Sun News. 
 

GILLILLAND:  I will call meeting of the Public Safety committee to order please.   We’ll begin 
with the Veteran’s Office Mr. Merrihew. 
 
MERRIHEW: I have no report.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any questions for the Veteran’s office?  Okay.  Essex County Sealer, Mr. Taylor. 
 
TAYLOR:  Mr. Chairman I’m here but have no report.  I will answer any questions you may 
have. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any questions or comments for the County Sealer?  Thank you very much Mr. 
Taylor. Board of Elections is excused.  District Attorney. 
 
SPRAGUE:  Good morning everyone.  I have no formal report unless you have any questions? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any questions for the District Attorney?  Alright thank you very much.  
Emergency Services Mr. Jaquish. 
 
JAQUISH:  I have no resolution requests for today.  I can’t promise that in the future. 
 
GILLILLAND: I do need to talk to you right after this real quick.  No questions for emergency 
services?  Thank you. 
Sheriff’s office.  Emergency medical services.  Probation. 
 
BEATTY:  I have submitted a written report unless anyone has any questions? 
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions for Probation, comments?  Alright being none, thank you very 
much.  Public Defender, not here. 
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Is there any other business to come before the public service committee? 
 
MOORE: Yes Mr. Chairman last month we discussed the Frontier Town Building situation and 
asked Jim Dougan to take a look at those buildings.  I’d like to offer him the courtesy of the floor 
to give us an update as to his findings. 
 
DOUGAN:  We have had some DPW workers out there.  We placed some posted signs. We did 
put some caution tape, do not enter on the buildings closest to Route 9, the large structures.  I 
did get a quote from Atlantic Testing to do an asbestos survey that would be about $14,000 for 
the big structures and Seth Celotti our Health and Safety Officer has been out. The large 
building that used to be a restaurant that one is condemnable I think most people would know 
that if they drove by.  The large motel that’s just to the south of that appears that the one story 
portions of the building on the main two-story section are probably salvageable.  The two-story 
section there’s a hole in the roof, it may be salvageable I would suggest maybe you talk to a 
structural engineer and see if we can salvage that otherwise it would be condemned and if there 
is asbestos you would have to take that whole building as asbestos and then there are three 
other structures just off the main large parking lots that are condemnable, that are in pretty bad 
shape so going down into the little Village itself there are a number of buildings there that you 
could probably just knock down.  I don’t think there’s much chance for asbestos but it would be 
proper to do an asbestos survey first.  I don’t know if that answers your questions or not for 
now? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Dan did the guy ever get ahold of you that was interested in taking the log 
buildings down? 
 
PALMER:  No nobody has talked to me about that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The guy actually works for NYS Code Enforcement and he has a salvaging 
company and he was very interested in taking the log buildings.  What they do is they take them 
down, they number them and they put them back up they sell them.  I’ll get that name again and 
get back to you. 
 
PALMER:  Okay. 
 
MOORE:  Jim it is your recommendation that we have a structural engineer take a look at the 
roof on the motel that’s south of the restaurant.  Is that correct to determine whether or not that 
building is condemnable or restorable? 
 
DOUGAN:  Yeah because, based on its age I’m confident that there’s asbestos in it and it’s 
going to be awful costly to take that entire building down as asbestos containing.  If it’s 
condemned and you can’t enter the building to remove the asbestos just abate the asbestos you 
would have to tear the entire building down and expose all of it as asbestos containing which is 
quite costly otherwise the Department of Public Works we can tear down a building like that with 
our equipment if the asbestos was gone a lot more cost effective so it seems to me it would be 
worth at least having a structural engineer look at it quickly to see if you could salvage that 
building.  That would be a small amount of cost to look at. 
 
MOORE:  I would make that motion that we have a structural engineer inspect the roof on the 
former Frontier Town motel to determine its condition and have that report back maybe through 
Jim or whatever. 



Public Safety Committee 
Monday, June 13, 2016  3 
 
GILLILLAND:  Just the motel?  Do you want to add the other buildings or just the motel? 
 
DOUGAN:  The other buildings I think are gone beyond repair and the motel it’s just the two 
story portion the two one story portions on either side of that I think are salvageable as they are. 
 
MOORE: I think if I may, it would be well worth the small cost.  I think if it is salvageable that it 
may if we were to auction that property off might make it a lot more possible for people 
interested in bidding on it and if it’s not then we know the answer. 
 
GILLILLAND:  There’s a motion on the floor. Do we have a second?  Mr. Harrington. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A STRUCTURAL ENGINEER INSPECT THE ROOF ON THE 
FORMER FRONTIER TOWN MOTEL. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Harrington. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The $14,000 was for the asbestos that wasn’t for the? 
 
DOUGAN: No I have not spoken with a structural engineer to get a price on reviewing that 
building that was for an asbestos survey of those same buildings I discussed. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Is the motel on 9, is that the log one? 
 
MOORE:  No it’s the larger one that’s if you’re heading south, past where the restaurant was.  
You got the Jay Bar E that’s the log one and if you go further south there was another one that 
was a larger motel. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Belle’s? 
 
MOORE: It’s just south of Belle’s.  If you’d pass Belle’s you’ll see it sitting there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay 
 
GILLILLAND:  I have a question to Dan.  We have a contract with an engineering company 
already that could gladly service us without the requirement to going out to bid or? 
 
PALMER:  Well we can. We have contractors, I mean we have an engineering firm on staff but 
we don’t have any money for it so whatever funding that would be required would have to come 
out of contingent at this point. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Now on the funding, we had discussion on this before what we’re going to do if 
I recall if we have a tax sale now we’re going to earmark some of those revenues derived from a 
tax sale to go into an account so we can deal with these issues in the future? 
 
PALMER: Well you could do that but you’ve got to understand that a tax sale you don’t have 
any revenues until you’ve recovered your tax. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No I understand and that and in our pace that’s like every six or seven years 
but anyway. 
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PALMER:  But irrespective of that if you have an auction what you really do first is that you pay 
back the revenue that you, that the county paid out to the towns, the schools those things filling 
the warrant then any money derived over that becomes revenue that was not anticipated rarely 
do we meet that threshold so there’s very few auctions that you have that you actually meet the 
threshold that it constitutes revenue.  What it constitutes is a reserve, paying back the revenue 
that we anticipated but never received. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So how can we derive revenue to set up an account that is obviously needed? 
 
PALMER:  Occasionally Tom you do have a tax sale where a piece of property will sell that was 
higher than the value that was owed in back taxes on it yes, you do have by occasion. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  But you can’t do it by individual property? 
 
PALMER:  No you cannot. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: You have to try and meet the warrant. 
 
PALMER:  Right so there’s not like there’s going to be a whole lot of money there if it occurs. 
 
MOORE:  Maybe we could between now and ways and means we could also go out and get an 
estimate as to what the cost would be for this engineer to do the study as part of my resolution. 
 
GILLILLAND: Mr. Harrington that’s okay with you. 
 
HARRINGTON: Yes. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any other questions or comments? 
 
MOORE:  I would just like thank for the amount of work he’s put into that. It’s very much 
appreciated. 
 
MARNELL:  I  have a question.  Jim we know there’s asbestos in the Belle’s place, the old 
restaurant. 
 
DOUGAN:  Correct. 
 
MARNELL:  And we know that anybody can’t go in there and remove it without the chance of 
falling through the floors so we’d have to demolish that and ship it out right?   
 
DOUGAN:  If the entire building has to be taken down as asbestos containing first of all they go 
through a variance process with the NYS Department of Labor that’s who handles asbestos and 
then everything goes into a dumpster it has to be driven, the truck has to be driven by someone 
who has asbestos certification, the truck has to be licensed with someone who’s got asbestos 
certification, the dumpster has to be lined with two layers of plastic, it’s quite a process.  The 
person running the excavator has to have an asbestos handling license but that entire building if 
it’s condemned and they can’t remove the individual components that have asbestos would 
have to go away as asbestos contained and you can’t dispose of it locally.  We can’t dispose of 
it – Franklin County where currently things are hauled to, Plattsburgh doesn’t take it so we’d 
have to go to south and it’s a two hour trip or more so it’s gets expensive quick. 
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MARNELL:  Can we take the building down or you got to knock it down and take it away? 
 
DOUGAN: You have got to knock it down and take all of it as asbestos contained. 
 
MARNELL:  Well it has to be done one way or another somebody is going to get in there before 
we get done. 
 
DOUGAN:  The question is whether it is Essex County or the next purchaser I guess. 
 
GILLILLAND: Any other questions? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’ve got one on the asbestos. Isn’t there waivers that can be granted because I 
was reading in the Times Union a few times on Troy and some of those cities trying to deal with 
blight in their neighborhoods and I had thought that I could be wrong but I had read though that 
you can get – there’s exceptions to the rule? 
 
DOUGAN:  The process that I just described to you is actually a waiver process through the 
Department of Labor that doesn’t fully meet the asbestos code rule which is code rule 56 what I 
just described to you is a waiver process. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And there was a burned down house in Saratoga County that the Town of 
Moreau was receiving numerous complaints on and they did a condemnation proceeding, when 
in and leveled it.  I think we need to explore that a little bit more in fact I was going to call Betty 
Little’s office on it but I think there are some exceptions to the rule when the property is owned 
by municipalities. 
 
DOUGAN: It’s news to me but it sure would save a lot of costs. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It would be worth the effort to look into that a little more. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any other comments?  All in favor of the resolution on the floor, opposed – 
carries thank you.  Anything else for Mr. Dougan?  Thank you. 
I see that Mr. Boutelle is here.  Do you have any reports for Public Defender? 
 

********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender with Mr. Boutelle reporting as 
follows: 
 
BOUTELLE:  Good morning everyone. We have resolution to accept a three-year grant from the 
NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services.  It would be grant #5 in the amount of $191,496.00 and 
that is to continue to supplement an attorney salary and also help pick up some of the costs 
associated with the counsel on first arraignment push from the State. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Moved by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Miga. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE TO ACCEPT A THREE-
YEAR GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $191,496.00, FROM THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE 
OF INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Miga 
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GILLILLAND:  Questions?  Being none, all in favor, opposed – carries. 
 
BOUTELLE:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Anything else Mr. Boutelle? 
 
BOUTELLE: Yes I believe I spoke a few meetings ago about the Fahy DeFransisco bill to force 
the State of New York to reimburse counties for the actual cost of providing indigent defense.  
That bill I believe the board passed a resolution supporting it as well but that bill actually made it 
out of the Assembly is now in the Senate.  There is for the first time some realistic thought that 
this has some legs and might pass. The only thing that I would ask, anyone happens to have a 
good, close working relationship with Senator Little to ask her to I don’t know if it’s sign on or co-
sponsor the more signers that get on this better likelihood that the Governor would in the end 
agree to sign it.  This bill is supposed to be the alternative to the State getting State or each 
individual counties that wasn’t part of the five county settlement this was supposed to be in lieu 
of getting sued and going about it the hard way so anyone happens to run into Ms. Little to 
please ask to support the DeFransisco Bill that’s currently pending in the Senate.  That’s all I 
have. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I think this is the last week they are going to be in session right?  We should 
make the calls this week so if anybody can contact Senator Little let her know we support this 
and it helps every county out. 
 
BOUTELLE:  I don’t promise that I know how the State Government works but there’s also even 
if it doesn’t make it through the session there’s a way that it can be passed in the budget, the 
Governor’s budget later so if it doesn’t make it out of this session there’s still hope for it but the 
more support the better. Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you.  Anything else for the Public Defender?  Thank you. 
Anything else to come before Public Safety? 
 
POLITI:  I would like to request a member of this committee to move a resolution of condolence 
to the family of Richard Boyer.  He was a former fire chief in Lake Placid and Superintendent of 
Village Highways and he passed away over the weekend. 
I’m not on the committee so I would ask somebody to do that. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF RICHARD BOYER. 
Moved by Mr. Monty, unanimous. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any other thing to come before this committee?  We are adjourned thank you. 
 
 As there was no further business to come before this committee it was adjourned at 
10:23 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


