
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

 
 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Gillilland called this PubIic Safety Committee Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Ed Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph 
Giordano, Charles Harrington, Michael Marnell, Noel Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, 
Ron Moore, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and 
Charles Whitson Jr. William Ferebee and Stephen McNally had been previously excused.   

 
Department Heads present were: Juliann Beatty, Judy Garrison, Don Jaquish, Dan 

Palmer, Kristy Sprague, and Wayne Taylor.  Brandon Boutelle had been previously excused.   
 
Also present were:  Patty Bashaw, Jim Dougan, and Sharon Boisen. 
 
News Media:  Pete DeMola - Sun News and Denise Raymo - Press Republican. 
 

GILLILLAND:  I call this Public Safety Committee to order. We’ll start with the Veteran’s Office, 
Mr. Merrihew.  
 

**************** 
 

 The first item on the agenda was the Veteran’s Office with Noel Merrihew reporting as 
follows:  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Chairman, I have no report this month.  
 
GILLILLAND: And questions for the Veteran’s Office?  
 
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer with Wayne Taylor reporting as 
follows:  
 
TAYLOR: Good Morning Mr. Chairman. I have no report, but I can answer any questions.  
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions or comments for the Sealer? Okay, thank you very much.  
 
 

**************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Allison McGahay and Mark 
Whitney had been previously excused. 
 
GILLILLAND: Board of Elections, they’re involved in a recount for the Supreme Court race right 
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now, so they’re excused.   
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney, Kristy Sprague reporting as 
follows:  
 
SPRAGUE: I have no formal report, but I don’t know if anyone has any questions?  
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions or comments for the District Attorney. Alright, being none, thank 
you very much.  
 
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Services with Don Jaquish reporting as 
follows:  
 
JAQUISH: Good morning, I’ve got two resolution re quests. One is to purchase a trim over or a 
truck to tow some trailers that we have. One is a foam trailer that we received from the State for 
the oil train incidents that could occur and other matters as well. We have an MCI trailer; multi 
casually trailer. We also have a training trailer, so there’s three that we need this vehicle to use 
to tow them and that price is $42,914.45. The entire cost and maintenance will come from 
Homeland Security.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2016 F-350 XL CREW CAB 4X4, IN 
THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT, TO TOW EQUIPMENT CACHE IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $42,914.45, FROM HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT MONIES. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Miga.  
 
GILLILLAND: Any discussion?  
 
POLITI: So, Don, I’m just curious about this. I see a truck at the Lake Placid Fire Department 
that sits there; I don’t think it’s ever moved. Has it ever moved?  
 
JAQUISH: Yes 
 
POLITI: Has it moved?  
 
JAQUISH: Yes, absolutely 
 
POLITI: Okay 
 
JAQUISH: And that is to tow the hazmat trailer.  
 
POLITI: Yeah 
 
JAQUISH: Yeah, it certainly has been moved.  
 
POLITI: Rarely used.  
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JAQUISH: It’s been used quite a bit.  
 
POLITI: I’m just curious, something that could be used somewhere else too.  
 
MONTY: How many vehicles does this put in your fleet, Don?  
 
JAQUISH: There’s one located in Ticonderoga, one in Lake Placid and this one will be certainly 
located where the other three trailers are.  
 
MONTY: And they’re located at the Public Safety Building?  
 
JAQUISH: Yes 
 
GILLILLAND: Any other questions for Mr. Jaquish? Being none, all in favor? Opposed? Carries, 
thank you.  
 
JAQUISH: The second request is for an extension, at no cost, an extension of the contract with 
Federal Engineering until next December. We still have several issues ongoing, one at Angier 
Hill, some transition issues at Terry Mountain and Belfry. This would only cost if we actually 
used them, but I want to be able to consult with an engineering firm, if I have to. I don’t foresee 
any great need, but I would like that contract in place, so that we don’t have to go out and rebid 
and do the whole thing over again and it is strictly a cost, I believe the consultant fee is $140.00 
an hour.  

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE AN EXTENSION OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN FEDERAL ENGINEERING AND 
ESSEX COUNTY THROUGH DECEMBER 2017. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Miga.  
 
GILLILLAND: Discussion?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: What are Dan thoughts on this?  
 
PALMER: I mean it makes sense to do it, if something comes up we’re talking about the 
diversity route that we may put in to the Public Safety Building and some of the other areas, if 
we have to chase down another engineer and start all over, it’s just a waste of expertise that 
we’ve gained from the particular firm over the course of the radio project.  
 
JAQUISH: Interestingly enough, they have also purchased, if you remember Tom, RL Kimball 
and Associates, they purchased them, they own that company. So, they are a specialty in 
communications.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
GILLILLAND: And other questions? All in favor? Opposed? Thank you 
 
JAQUISH: I have one other thing to add, is I just want you to know that we did get Homeland 
Security to agree to amend our inoperable communications contract; which we were going to 
use money at Terry Mountain for to pay for that maintenance fee that we all discussed at the 
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previous meeting; the $180,000.00, they have agreed to cover that cost. So, I think that’s a plus 
for us.  
 
GILLILLAND: Anything else? Any other questions for Emergency Services?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’ve got one, would the change in politics at a federal level that’s coming, that 
money, is that money committed from Homeland Security? I mean can that impact us indirectly?  
 
JAQUISH: It’s committed for the next budget.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, we’re contracted by budget year, so federal fiscal year, if in fact they change 
the formula or change to plan that will affect it further out years, but through ’17, we’re okay.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, monies that have already been committed.  
 
PALMER: Yeah 
 
GILLILLAND: Any other questions? Thank you 
 
JAQUISH: Thank you 
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw 
reporting as follows:  
 
BASHAW: Good morning everybody, just real quick I handed out our Article that was in last 
week’s Sun; which covered the whole County, both ends and I have sent an email out to you 
guys at least a week to 10 days to 2 weeks ago to ask you to put the website on our websites, 
your local websites. I did hear back from some people that did that and I thank you for that. So, 
if you look at the back page where you see the people and down on the corner where there’s a 
square, that’s the website I’m asking to be posted on the town websites and what it does is, it 
gains, it’s asking the community for input on EMS. So, it’s not just our side, the EMS tweak on 
things, it’s also what the community is looking for and expects. So, if you guys could do that that 
would be awesome.  
Otherwise we’re doing really well; we’re down to two agencies left for data. So, we should really 
start getting some results soon and I think Randy’s already set you the preliminary findings, I 
believe a while ago.  
 
PRESTON: Yup 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Patty, how far along are we, are we doing anything in regards, we’ve talked 
about for many years here a countywide district to support EMS, where you don’t have all these 
tax exemptions and you can raise it through a special district. Is that going anywhere?  
 
BASHAW: I don’t know about the funding side of it, I talked to Dan like two months ago, maybe 
a month ago about seeking a countywide CON and that’s what we’re in the process of. There’s 
not really not a lot of work to it and not a lot of costs or any cost to it. So, I am in the process of 
that. The thing with the CON for the countywide is I have to make sure the timing is timely, 
because if we go ahead now and get the CON and we don’t have a plan in place the clock starts 
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and we have three years to show need. So, I don’t want to pull the trigger too quick.  
As far as the funding side and what you’re talking about, that’s probably more Dan question 
than me. I don’t know anything about the incentives.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean I have had this discussion in the past with Senator Little and I believe 
Dan Stec, but I mean to me it only makes sense. If you look at our emergency services, our 911 
system, you support fire departments through special districts and you know I think if you had a 
countywide district to support EMS, you know I think the costs would be minimal in regards to 
what it would do to the tax rate, because you picked, you know the tens of millions of dollars out 
there that we have for exempt property and I just think it’s something that needs to be, that we 
really need to push for that.  
 
BASHAW: Something told me that that’s been asked before and we can’t do it; correct?  
 
PALMER: Right now, unless I’m misunderstanding you, the State.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yeah, the Legislature doesn’t allow, they allow county sewer districts, they 
allow other special districts and here’s one that certainly has a direct impact on public safety. 
So, I mean we really need to lobby hard to it.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, I agree, that’s where if you lobby at state level to allow for that kind of a district 
I think it would have an impact, clearly if your exempt, you know we have almost $1.8 billion in 
assessed value that’s exempt. So, you’re taking about a huge amount of value that’s out there.  
 
BASHAW: That’s all I had.  
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions for Emergency Medical Services? Thank you 
 
 
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff Office with no report given.  
 
POLITI: I’m just curious, how’s the Sheriff doing?  
 
GILLILLAND: I haven’t seen him in a couple of weeks, so I can’t answer.  
 
POLITI: Well, I haven’t either.  
 
BASHAW: I saw him last week and he was doing really well.  
 
POLITI: Was he?  
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Probation with Juliann Beatty reporting as follows:  
 
BEATTY: You all have my submitted report, if anyone has any questions?  
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GILLILLAND: Any questions for Probation? Okay, no questions. Thank you very much.  
 
 

**************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle absent and no 
report was given.  
 
GILLILLAND: Public Defender is not here. 
Anything more to come before Public Safety?  
 
MOORE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I’m not sure if this is the appropriate place, but we do have to 
have discussion on moving the meeting for next December. The AATV membership meeting is 
being held in Lake George on December 4th and 5th, Sunday and Monday. So, I would like to put 
forth a resolution to move our regular meeting from Monday, December 5th to Tuesday, 
December 6th and that would also require that we move the Public Hearing on the tethering law 
from December 5th to December 6th.  

 
RESOLUTION  CHANGING THE DATE OF THE DECEMBER 2016 REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING FROM DECEMBER 5TH TO DECEMBER 6TH 

This resolution was moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Monty.  
 
GILLILLAND: Discussion? Being none, all in favor? Aye.  
 
PALMER: We’ve got a few minutes, so I am going to file the tentative budget today. I just want 
to bring you up to speed on what we’re filing. It will be either late today or early tomorrow 
morning; November 15th is the date we have to file. We are filing the tentative budget at a 
projected increase to the tax levy at 3.75%. In terms of the total appropriations we are at 
$97,715,744.00; which is 1.21% over last year’s appropriations. Our revenue is up only about 
0.68% at $73,730,000.00, so the net cost to the tentative budget based upon the difference 
between appropriations and revenues is $23,985,468.00; which represents a 2.89% net 
increase from the 2016 budget.  
Like I said it was a 3.75% increase in the proposed tax levy. The net cost makes use of $1.9 
million in fund balance. Last year we used $2.03 million, so that’s a drop of 6.11% in the use of 
appropriated fund balance. I think that’s a good size. I think we’re able to get closer to a 
balanced budget and we’re using less fund balance to accomplish that this year than we have in 
previous years.  
Our tax rate last year was, assuming no chargebacks for towns and villages; our tax rate for 
2016 was $3.17 per thousand of assessed value. Our projected tax rate for 2017 would be 
$3.25 per thousand of assessed value and that of course is always subject to late assessed 
changes or again chargebacks within the towns will change that rate for your town, if you 
chargeback against the warrant. But, for practical purposes our rate would be 3.25%; which 
represents an increase of about, I think it was around 2.6% in terms of our tax rate going up.  
So, somebody with a home assessed at $100,000.00 would pay $317.00 in county tax in 2016 
and they would pay $325.00 in 2017; which is an $8.00 per year difference in what they would 
pay in their county tax.  
In terms of the tax levy, our tax levy allowable amount would have been 1.8% in that’s prior to 
town chargebacks. Once you calculate the town chargebacks our tax rate drops to 0.67%; 
0.67% I think is an unrealistic rate to me, that’s why we requested that you override the cap. I do 
think the 3.75% is; we had projected the 5% under the 5 years plan. This is the 4th year of this 
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plan; I think we’re on target. Our appropriation level is below 2013 levels. So, I think it’s a good 
budget and I will get that filed late this afternoon or early tomorrow morning and I will answer 
any questions.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think it’s a good budget too, Dan. Contract agencies, once this is filed, so we 
know where we are with contract?  
 
PALMER: Yeah, the contract agencies, what Linda and I did, because it was so confusing last 
year, we put in the requested amounts within the tentative and then people who didn’t want 
those removed them and the resolutions got confusing because you’ve got to have a passed 
resolution. So, this year we took the contract agencies and put them in the tentative budget at 
2016 rates and then you will get a breakdown of every one of those contract agencies and what 
they requested and the percentage that they requested and if you want to adjust that you can 
move a resolution that will either go to the requested amount of some other amount that reflects 
it, but at least it will be a single resolution moving it in one direction or the other, because if you 
fail to get something to pass then it remains at tentative level.  
 
GILLILLAND: Any other questions?  
 
MONTY: Dan, I just want to thank you. I think it’s a great budget as well. As a first time 
supervisor I was fortune enough to sit in on a lot of your department head meetings and that 
was very interesting and it opened my eyes on a lot of things and it helped when I was 
managing my own budget in town greatly. I think we are on the right path and kudos to you and 
Linda for what you did.  
 
PALMER: Thank you, thank you.  
 
GILLILLAND: Anything else?  
 
PALMER: No 
 
GILLILLAND: Anything else to come before the Public Safety Committee? If not we are 
adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS PUBLIC 
SAFETY COMMITTEE, IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:20 AM 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 


