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Monday, May 16, 2016 

 
 
Tom Scozzafava, Chairperson 
Ron Moore, Vice-Chairperson 
 

Chairman Scozzafava called this Finance Committee Meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. with 
the following Supervisors in attendance:  Archie Depo, William Ferebee, Edward Gardner, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy 
Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Charles Whitson, Jr.   

 
Department Heads present were: Mike Diskin, Judy Garrison, Charli Lewis, Brenda 

Sullivan and Daniel Palmer.  Joe Provoncha had been previously excused. 
 
Also present:  Margaret Bartley and Sharon Boisen. 
 
News Media:  Pete DeMola – Sun Community News (Denton Publications) and Lohr 

McKinstry – Plattsburgh Press Republican. 
 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I will call this Finance meeting to order.  Okay Mr. Provoncha has been 
excused so we’ll go to the Auditor, Brenda. 
 
SULLIVAN:  Good morning.  I have one request for a resolution.  January 2015 we began 
scanning all vouchers. I have checked with the IT department to make sure the service can 
handle the volume as well as our data being backed up and all is well.  I was also informed by 
Mr. Provoncha our Record’s Management Officer pursuant to Arts & Cultural Affairs Law 57.29, 
once the Board of Supervisors designates the scanned images as the official records of the 
Auditor’s Office, the papers can be destroyed therefore I am requesting a resolution designating 
the scanned images as the official records of the Auditor’s office in authorization to destroy the 
paper records. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Someone care to move that?  Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Politi. 
 
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE SCANNED IMAGES AS THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF 
THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE IN AUTHORIZATION TO DESTROY THE PAPER RECORDS. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Politi. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Discussion?  Being none, all in favor – opposed, carried. 
 
SULLIVAN:  That’s all I have. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Any questions for Brenda?  Thank you. 
 

******************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Treasurer’s Office with Mike Diskin reporting as 
follows: 
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DISKIN: Good morning everybody. I sent my report out to you on sales tax, occupancy and so 
on.  Sales tax wise we are doing pretty good compared to what I see other counties happening.  
I’m waiting for the other shoe to drop when they start taking our money away to give it back to 
the other counties; as they usually do, but for right now we’re still running; you know cash wise; 
we’re still running well over $400,000.00. I did just get another payment on Friday, so I can 
quickly give you an update on where we are all the way through the end of May. We are now at 
$436,856 above last year. We dropped a little on the second check by about $12,500.00; which 
brought us down to $436,856. We’re still running ahead of last year at this point. Whether that 
trend continues I don’t know. It could be possibly the gas prices went up a little bit that helped 
out, but overall we’re doing alright compared to what I see from other counties around. If there’s 
no questions on that?  
Occupancy I gave the report; we’re down about $5,500.00 from a year ago at this time and then 
I also have the expenditures and the cash flow. If anybody has any questions for me to answer?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No questions? Thank you Mike.  
 

******************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was the County Manager, Dan Palmer reporting as follows:  
 
PALMER: I didn’t have anything in particular, but I am happy to answer any questions if 
anybody had anything.  
 

******************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was the Real Property Tax Office with Charli Lewis reporting as 
follows:  
 
LEWIS: Good morning, I sent my monthly budget summary ahead of time. I just want to make 
note that our revenue is up 19% over last year. We really are getting quite a lot of requests 
through govpay.net; that’s been very successful in our office.  
Re-assessment training and again my office May 13th for three attendees who were unable to 
attend on the original date, so we ended up with a total of 22 people that attended. It was a very 
good turnout and a very good training. Everybody was very complimentary on how it went. As 
we all know grievance day is coming up, the 4th Tuesday in May; unless you share an assessor 
with another town, but everybody does have a quorum and has gotten their training, so it 
doesn’t look like we’ll have to enact the County Board of Assessment Review this year; you’re 
welcome.  
We talked at the last Finance Meeting about the solar exemption that you’re automatically in 
unless you opt out. I didn’t know if anyone would want to brooch that subject here at the County 
level too. I did send you all a sample resolution that I was able to get from other towns and 
counties that did pass it, but I didn’t know if you wanted to pass it at the county level too. If you 
are going to opt out; you’re automatically in unless you opt out. If you’re going to opt out in your 
towns when you get your local law or resolution we would need a copy of that in our office.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Can you brief me on that one more time? If you don’t opt out?  
 
LEWIS: You’re automatically in.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Which means?  
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PALMER: They get the exemption.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They get the exemption?  
 
LEWIS: That’s correct. You have to grant the exemption and you can; if when they notify you of 
a project you would have 60 days to request a PILOT agreement.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The exemption is for what amount?  
 
LEWIS: The full amount of the project.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The full amount of the cost of the project?  
 
LEWIS: Right 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions on the solar?  
 
MIGA: Well we brought this up at the town board meeting; actually a couple of times now and a 
couple of comments is we had a couple of board members said; felt that opting out of this at this 
juncture may inhibit potential economic benefits and so I would say that we’re in a holding 
pattern. I was intrigued by this to begin with. I would imagine that our school might take a 
different approach on this and possibly pass a resolution to opt out.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean from what I can gather from the limited information that I have; you’re 
not really going to lose any taxable value that you have right now. It’s just for the improvement. 
Whatever the cost would be to install the solar.  
 
LEWIS: You wouldn’t gain taxable value.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: You wouldn’t gain for a 10 year period or forever?  
 
PALMER: Forever; you’re out.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Forever 
 
LEWIS: Well if you opt out; right.  
 
PALMER: I mean if they take; if they get the solar exemption, because we haven’t; we didn’t opt 
out then that’s for as long as… 
 
LEWIS: It’s for 15 years.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Now, that exemption is for an individual property? Where I’m going with this 
is… 
 
LEWIS: Commercial and residential.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: A number of; anybody that owns more than 20 acres in Moriah and probably in 
Essex County received letters from a company; Cypress?  I can’t remember.  
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LEWIS: I haven’t seen the letter.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: But, anyway wanting options on their land so they could lease it and then they 
would pay them so much per year and what they’re doing is they’re like brokering this land for 
any future development in regards to solar, but I read the lease closely and what they’re offering 
the landowners and in that they would be responsible for any tax due to the improvements and 
so on. So, if we don’t opt out of this then you couldn’t collect that tax. Even if they’re selling it 
right back to the grid. This isn’t for just your homeowner to generate some solar for their home. 
This is for any solar application there is; be it residential, commercial and so on.  
 
LEWIS: Any; right.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, so that would be my major concern right there, because that as I said; 
they did anybody that had more an 20 acres they sent them letters, lease agreements and so 
on.  
 
MERRIHEW: If we chose Essex County entity not to implement that and then if a municipality 
choses to implement that it would only be for the town, but not the county? 
 
LEWIS: That’s correct 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Now, if that improvement is in a special district they would still be liable for that 
tax; correct?  
 
LEWIS: That’s correct.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They wouldn’t be exempt if they’re in a water district or a fire district and so on. 
The same rules would apply where you could tax them for that improvement?  
 
LEWIS: That’s correct 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay 
 
MONTY: I’m a little confused. So, someone with a residence; say 10 acres of land wants to 
install solar and opting out for that individual then they would be taxed on that solar system for 
their own use?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Correct.  
 
PALMER: If they County opted out of the exemption then they would be subject to tax on a 
residential basis for that. I don’t know; can you do an opt out just commercial or can you do an 
opt out residential?  
 
LEWIS: No, no 
 
PALMER: It’s has to be both.  
 
LEWIS: They’re either all in or all out.  
 
MONTY: So, to me we’re trying to promote; in one sense we’re trying to promote less use of 
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fossil fuels and stuff; promoting wind energy; solar energy and then now we’re going to penalize 
people for going ahead and investing in that type of power and we’re going to tax them for that, 
so any benefit that they got from NYSERDA or any of these other agencies that are giving them 
breaks on those systems are basically, we’ve basically penalizing.  
 
MIGA: If we opt out.  
 
MONTY: If we opt out. I know, I understand. Personally I have a philosophical different view with 
that. I mean I think we should be promoting these things.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And I don’t disagree; except when the mega company comes in and takes 100 
acres and puts out.  
 
MONTY: I agree, but then maybe we need something that’s going to exclude those residents.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: But we don’t have that option.  
 
LEWIS: And you can’t 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We don’t have the option.  
 
LEWIS: Right; the way the law is written; everybody’s in or everybody’s out.  
 
MONTY: Yeah, you know, so, again I personally would be against that because it’s penalizing 
the individuals. We’ve got a few individuals in Lewis who have purchased solar for their 
personal use. In fact I met with the guy Saturday for myself along with two other families. So, I 
understand it philosophically; you know definitely the big companies, but you penalize individual 
people that are trying to do the right things.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And that’s the catch 22 in the whole situation.  
 
WHITSON: What about the families or the homes; the private homes that have already got solar 
panels and everything installed, so technically they’re off the grid?  
 
LEWIS: Those people are; because this is; when the exemption originally came out you where 
automatically in. Usually you have to opt in; this is an opt out. Those would remain exempt.  
 
WHITSON: Thank you 
 
MERRIHEW: I am somewhat familiar with PILOT programs; non-profit; so PILOTS are available 
for private residential homes; that is negotiated individually within the municipality?  
 
LEWIS: That’s correct 
 
MERRIHEW: By the guidelines; the parameters?  
 
LEWIS: There are; you can’t enter into a PILOT agreement for more than the taxes would have 
been if it were taxable.  
 
MORROW: I had a residence in my town that brought this agreement to me to look at and see if 
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they’re legitimate or not and they’re established because they’ve been taxes for over 20 acres 
for a long time and got no return on their taxes; on their land that they’ve paid taxes on and all of 
a sudden this company, they’re going to get some money back and I’m not for that.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: But in the agreement it does state that for every improvement on the land they 
would be responsible for that tax. So, it’s and I agree how many of these are actually going to, 
because there’s a lot of variables, it depends on how close you are to the high line and so on 
and so forth and the APA has to permit every one of these. So, there not exempt from getting 
the Adirondack Park Agency permit.  
 
GARDNER: The length of the this is 15 years?  
 
LEWIS: Yes it is.  
 
GARDNER: And then after that?  
 
LEWIS: Then it’s taxable.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Now I wasn’t aware that you could have a PILOT agreement with an individual 
residence. So, am I if understanding that correctly that you can draft your local law where you 
can set up a PILOT with a residential?  
 
LEWIS: Right and then you choose who you wanted to have a PILOT agreement with.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay; Dan?  
 
PALMER: $2 billion; that’s what we have in taxable value that’s exempt right now. So, all I’m 
saying is every time you say an exemption is alright somebody else is got to pay it. That’s how it 
works. Every time you exempt a property the rest of the taxpayers out there have to pay it. 
Here’s the thing about this kind of exemption; it’s almost somewhat of a slap in the face to other 
businesses. You’ve got a business that’s right here in Elizabethtown that invests a huge amount 
of money and got no assistance or no help or nothing, but they did it and they did it on their own 
and now we’re going to automatically give a solar company an exemption simply because 
they’re proposing something that’s; I don’t disagree it is important, but if it’s important enough to 
support itself, maybe it should do it on its own basis and not simply because the government 
wants to push it; I don’t know. If I were you; I mean if I was on this board I would be looking to 
opt out and control how those exemptions are applied. Now that doesn’t mean that that 
individual business is ever going to get an exemption. They can come back to you like every 
other business that decides to start a business in Essex County and ask for a PILOT agreement 
and then can apply and base their business on what they think is a value to the County itself 
and chose then whether you want to give them that exemption or whether you don’t, but this 
automatic opt just seems to me like you just totally removed yourself from there and you 
provided a benefit for one type of business without any concern for another type of business 
that maybe trying to struggle through as well.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think the legislation should have been written whereby you can provide the 
option for a residential; commercial should be you’ve already had other avenues out that they 
can pursue. Now, the problem with this company that did the mass mailing is that they don’t 
want to buy the land. They want to lease the land for a 20 year period; which means the 
property owner is going to be still responsible for that property tax, but they do state in the 
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agreement that would pay whatever the assessment; you know for the improvements to the 
property. So, I mean it’s a tough; I talked to a couple of farmers in my town that own a lot of land 
and you know the bottom line is if they decide to build a new barn tomorrow they’re going to be 
assessed for the barn. I mean that’s going to have an impact as an improvement on the land.  
 
MONTY: But, it’s agricultural rating 
 
LEWIS: They can apply for a farming exemption.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I understand on the Ag exemption and a lot of them aren’t all they’re cracked up 
to be. There’s a lot involved in an Ag exemption as you know; anywhere from soil conditions 
to… 
 
LEWIS: They have to get a soil worksheet 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Exactly; it’s a tough one, but it’s something each individual town is going to 
have to decide for themselves. But I do think that we should probably discuss this legislation 
through our committee here with Senator Little and also with Dan Stec and see if we can’t get 
some changes made.  
 
MONTY: Does the County have any PILOT programs with any entities in Essex County right 
now?  
 
PALMER: I think we have some PILOTs through the IDA. I don’t know specifically what they 
are, but that’s how our PILOT arrangements usually occur is through the Industrial Development 
Agency. So, a business makes a presentation to the IDA and then a decision is made whether 
to recommend a PILOT or not.  
 
MONTY: And who makes that decision?  
 
PALMER: It’s ultimately this Board, but the recommendation comes from IDA.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any PILOT; it’s the taxing jurisdiction that has to agree to it; be it a school, 
town, county, village, whatever.  
 
PALMER: And you do get those situations where you may have a PILOT at just one of the 
locations, but not another. In other words the school may opt out and the county may opt in.  
 
POLITI: One thing that I will tell you is that Lake Placid or North Elba did not give away any 
PILOTs to recognize any organization. It’s just the way it is. Even with all the growth that we’ve 
had there are no PILOTs.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We offer it in Moriah and the school district offers it and to be very honest any 
company that; the few that have come in; take a look at them and they don’t want it, because it’s 
very cumbersome. They just for whatever reason they decide we don’t want to fool with them. 
Okay, anything further?  
 
WHITSON: One more question Charli. Is there a time element on this; time limit?  
 
LEWIS: No, there isn’t and you can opt; if you opted in you can opt out. You can go back and 
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forth, so date of construction of any of the solar projects would matter as to where your town is, 
but there is no time limit.  
 
WHITSON: Okay, thank you.  
 
FEREBEE: I have something that is off the subject.   
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Are there any more questions on the solar exemption?  
 
MERRIHEW: It appears we will need a little more time on this, but I would be comfortable 
moving this for a vote at the Ways and Means once people have a little more time.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Right, any more of solar?  
 
FEREBEE: I just want to take a moment to recognize Charli and her staff. The Town of Keene is 
going through a re-value this year and Charli and I have talked; I think every day for the last two 
weeks along with her staff supplying me with support documents to help support our re-value 
program, so again thank you for your patience and your staff’s patience and thank you, I 
appreciate it.  
 
LEWIS: You’re welcome. We welcome questions; absolutely.  
 
HARRINGTON: In regards to solar; let’s assume that a party has a home that is off the grid and 
elects to have electricity. I would assume that the value of that structure would increase. The 
same as if solar were installed, I would assume that the value of that property would increase 
also and I do not believe that the party would anticipate that they would get support from the 
county if they opted to have electricity installed.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Good point. Charli is there any printed guides for someone who wants to file a 
grievance? I was asked this question last week.  
 
LEWIS: Yes there is, there is a link on our website. There’s a great pamphlet that’s put out by 
the Department of Tax and Finance on how to contest your assessment.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, let me ask you a question, and this happened to an individual; they go in 
and they raise this individual’s assessment; he asked a question; which anybody would ask; 
why did you raise my assessment and they asked in return; why do you think it should be 
lower? Why should you think it’s shouldn’t be raised? In other words the burden of proof is on 
the individual that is bringing the grievance?  
 
LEWIS: Well that’s true. The assessor is assumed to be correct and the burden is on the 
taxpayer. However every assessor should be able to explain and they should do it; how they 
arrived at that assessment with the taxpayer; absolutely.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. okay, anything further for Charli?  
 
LEWIS: I just wanted to give you a Star Exemption update.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, I am sorry.  
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LEWIS: We still have not received from the Department of Tax and Finance a letter or a website 
where people can register that need to register this year with the changes in the Star Law. The 
only phone number that they have put out is the 457-2036; this is not a new phone number. It’s 
the same phone number that we’ve had right along. People still at this late date are not able to 
register for the Star they receive a check by September. If Tax and Finance can’t get this letter 
available pretty soon, so that people can register I am afraid that they’re going to have such an 
influx of calls and people trying to register on the website that they’re still not going to be able to 
get it done. There are two; in the Assembly and in the Senate there are two attempts going on 
to try and repeal this Star transition to a check program. I don’t know; it’s still being discussed if 
there is time to do this before this, but I am very afraid that if they don’t come up with something 
very soon that they can give to people who are brand new to Star this year or who moved that 
we’re going to be able to get this information in to them in time.  We’re certainly; there’s no 
sense in sending them a letter if they don’t have a phone number they can call or a place they 
can register and we’re being told as of last; the middle of last week we’re being told it’s still 
going to be a few weeks.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions on the Star? Thank you 
 
LEWIS: You’re welcome.  
 
FEREBEE:  I’d like the opportunity to bring up a situation that seemed to has risen recently.  As 
you all may know the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and sometimes a third party has been 
allowed to attend different conferences.  We have a NACO Conference in July, it’s in Long 
Beach.  A voucher has been brought forth for the audit committee to sign which two members 
did sign however I’m hearing from the background that there are other supervisors that are 
questioning this trip so I’d just like the opportunity to give a little explanation as to the reasoning 
for the trip and the reasoning for two people to attend.   
Various conferences we are allowed to sit in on the numerous workshops that focus on whether 
it be ethics, assessing I’m going through now, highway issues this gives us the opportunity to sit 
in and listen to basically the same concerns that our county has with other counties.  It helps us 
to understand what other counties are doing to help solve those problems.  I can say that by 
attending these conferences in the past my past eight years I feel that Essex County has fared 
very well for the recognition of being and attending these conferences.  I think we have financial 
gain by that.  You know the reason that two of us attend we normally as a rule do not attend 
same workshops we take the daily schedule, we look at different workshops we attend those 
and at the end of the day we usually sit back and assess those workshops and compare what 
we have learned.   
Me personally at the last one in New Orleans, I learned a great deal on how to handle press 
something that I wasn’t very good at at that time so I think they are valuable.  It’s up to the 
board, in the past we have not brought these workshops or conferences before the board but 
because this one has seemed to have caused some question I felt that I would like to bring it 
forward so with that if anyone would like to ask any questions I would be more than happy to 
field them the best I could and that’s my story, that’s my explanation. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Some information that came to light is that there actually was a resolution in 
October 1999, it’s resolution #234, that does require the Essex County Board of Supervisors to 
approve any out of state, overnight travel and we haven’t followed it we should be.  It’s a 
resolution that was adopted by this board that actually was moved by Mr. Palmer, he was a 
member of the board so this is the proper way that this should be done. 
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FEREBEE:  That’s fine and Mr. Preston and I have both discussed it along with Mr. Scozzafava, 
Mr. Politi we all talked about it.  It’s the board’s decision whatever you’d like to do that’s fine with 
both of us but I’d appreciate comments. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And I will say I’ve been on this board a long time and there is a lot of benefits I 
mean I went to Washington a few years ago and we came back with a lot of money just with 
meetings we had with Schumer at the time and Gillibrand for different needs in different 
communities and so on so there is a lot to be said and a lot to be gained.  It’s all in networking. 
 
FEREBEE: I know in the past there has been some bad vibes in the past from past supervisors, 
past board members but I can assure you the attendees today not necessarily myself or Randy 
we do take this seriously and we do sit in all day long at conferences. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So Bill on the request itself it looks like it’s just for there’s no rental cars here or 
anything like that? 
 
FEREBEE:  No, no limousines, no bar tabs. 
 
POLITI: What is the cost Tom? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The amount of cost for Mr. Ferebee and Mr. Preston individually is $2,796.00.  
Of that registration is $490.00, transportation which is the tickets I believe $900.00, meals 
$256.00 and lodging $1,150.00. 
 
PRESTON: Just to elaborate on that the one thing that I learned and probably I would have to 
owe the most credit to Mr. Douglas is getting out there and lobbying and meeting people is the 
way to make things happen.  I personally don’t care if this is approved or not as a matter of fact 
just yesterday I was talking with my wife and that’s the same time we take a family vacation to 
Quebec City and we discussed well, maybe we’ll do it in the fall.  I do think that making these 
connections are invaluable.  A lot of it has to do with the State matters but I know the 
connections that we have made has allowed a lot of money to come into this county.  There’s 
huge water and sewer issues everywhere in this county and again that is something on the 
Federal level we’re not getting much of any help but in my opinion making these connections is 
extremely important as far as bringing money back and not that I’m looking to pat myself on the 
back but just last week a State official said to me in the northern region Essex County is the 
most vocal by far in getting things done so again, I personally don’t care.  It makes no difference 
to me whether I go or not I’m sure I can find something else to do with myself for that five days 
in July.  As far as the two people I will say what Bill said too it’s no different than when we go to 
NYSAC in Albany or actually this fall which we discussed, I don’t believe anybody is going we 
used to send a pretty large contingent to NYSAC in the fall it’s in Niagara Falls and I don’t 
believe anybody is going and there will be savings of money there and that was normally never 
questioned but they do have different seminars going at the same time and that’s where a lot of 
times they are split up and different people are going to different things and gathering different 
information so I do think maybe we don’t need three and I guess I would say you don’t but I 
think two people is important but again at the end of the day, I don’t care.  It makes no 
difference to me. 
 
MORROW:  I’d like to move it for discussion and then I’d like to say something. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Authorize the trip to NACO conference, moved by Mr. Morrow second Mr. 
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Merrihew.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN TO ATTEND THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (NACO) 2016 CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA ON JULY 22-25, 2016. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Merrihew.  
 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay discussion? 
 
MORROW:  I remember I was on the board back then and that was totally different back then 
we were upstairs at the time where social services is now and we had department heads and 
we also had supervisors that were going all over the United States without getting any approval 
and a lot of it was just for vacations back then. That’s not happening now.  I know that and I 
wholeheartedly support this I think the benefits are there. 
 
MONTY:  What is the overall cost Tom? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Overall would be $5,592.00. 
 
MONTY:  That’s for both of them?  For the whole five days? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes. 
 
GILLILLAND: I’ve been to DC twice with Mr. Ferebee and Mr. Douglas and stuff I can tell you 
we’re a county of 38,000 people in northern New York you know, if you don’t network you’re 
going to get lost and the squeaky wheel gets the grease.  NACO is a national organization that 
full time lobbies in Congress you know if you don’t build these networks and don’t put your 
issues out there you’re never going to see it and we have a former member of this board that is 
absolute proof of that Mr. Canon.  One of the smallest towns in the State of New York and he 
became a powerhouse by developing a network, we have to keep up with that.  That’s my input. 
 
TYLER:  I’ve been down, as a councilman and stuff and I know how that works down in New 
York City it is invaluable the people you meet and things you get for your town.  I’m thinking my 
constituents in the Town of Westport they are going to look at this and the majority of them 
aren’t going to understand that aspect of it and I would have to vote no on this going to 
California for this.  If it was Washington or New York City I could understand it more.  I 
understand it’s a Federal thing but my constituents would be outraged and I would have to vote 
that way. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And you’re right it is perception and the perception here is that we are sending 
two of our to California.  I mean let’s cut to the chase, that’s what it is all about perception. 
 
FEREBEE:  Do you think it would look different if we were going to Alaska? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I think it would look different if you were going to Washington.  No I don’t think 
it would look different if you were going to Alaska I think it would be the same perception and 
let’s face it this board doesn’t have the greatest history years ago when it comes to travel. 
 
FEREBEE:  Years ago Mr. Scozzafava but again, I will continue to do my job. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Bill It’s not a personal thing here. 
 
FEREBEE:  Oh I know that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It has nothing to do with you. 
 
MCNALLY:  I travel a lot with the five towns.  We have organization meetings in North Hudson 
all over the place and Bill and Randy do a lot of traveling to make these meetings for us and I 
think they are doing a good job and I think when we start looking at costs like this you have to 
look at the overall picture of what they’re doing and what they can gain on this trip is this the 
right time to start nickel and diming them when they are doing a good job for us? 
 
POLITI:  I’m just curious Dan we have a budget for this don’t we? 
 
PALMER:  Yes it is within the budget. I’ve got to tell you that one of the things when I took the 
position as County Manager there was some controversy about how much the County Manager 
should be involved in political things and those kinds of networking and one of the agreements I 
made was that I would run the day to day business here but I would count on the members of 
this board to do that political work that is absolutely necessary for the county in order to get the 
things that we need and truthfully over the last eight years that I have done this I’ve counted on 
members of this board to inform me about what goes on at the Federal and the State level and 
they make those connections and I think it works fairly well.  I stay out of the political stuff but 
members of this board do their job and they know what’s going on and they are informed.  You 
can’t do that unless you allow them to do these kinds of trips so that’s just my two cents. 
 
MERRIHEW: I think that Bill and Randy have looked at the considered sensitivities that all the 
taxpayers and the constituents that we have look at and to me it is like a law of averages prior to 
putting in this consideration they understood that they NYSAC conference will be way western 
New York the last one I went to out there we went as far as Syracuse so I think the 
determination for making that decision was the cost savings that we will experience this year by 
not having the whole contingent going out to Niagara Falls.  Certainly we have good 
representation which is necessary in Albany but when you look at in the total cost expenditures 
the taxpayers are realizing a cost savings actually by supporting this, by not having a whole 
contingent going out to Niagara Falls so I think in the weight of averages it is not a bad 
consideration. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay and again I want to point out this resolution from 1999 actually the 
County Manager has the authority within his local law to approve this travel with the exception 
out of state overnight travel.  So if you were going to Buffalo or Niagara Falls it would go in front 
of the audit committee and then to you.  Any further discussion? 
 
MOORE:  We’ve done this sort of thing for the last several years. We’ve sent people.  It’s 
worked.  We’ve gotten great amounts of support from Washington or wherever we have gone.  
It more than pays for itself, more than pays for itself.  You know to change something – you 
know what’s the difference in cost in a flight or a motel room from here to DC or Florida than it is 
Long Beach?  This is going to pay for itself.  There is no reason why we should change the way 
we have been doing business, it has been successful and I would vote to continue that.  These 
guys do a great job. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Further discussion? 
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HARRINGTON:  Both of these gentlemen are at the top of the list when it comes to being a 
extravert if you were to put them in a room with twenty people they did not know within twenty 
minutes they would have had introduced themselves to all of them and would have been made 
a list of those people who could do something for them. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Any further discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – I’m opposed. 
 
MONTY: I’m opposed. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You are not on the committee.  Okay resolution carries.  Anything further to 
come before this committee? 
 
PRESTON: Tommy I want to jointly with Mr. Politi move a resolution of appreciation for 
Governor Cuomo for his continual and unwavering support of the Adirondacks and Essex 
County.  Maybe not everybody found out but last week on Tuesday after he was at Elk Lake 
Lodge and announced the Boreas purchase he came to the Whiteface Mountain Highway and I 
can tell you in 2013 is when I went on one of these conferences when I got to personally speak 
to Governor Cuomo in regards to the condition of the Whiteface Highway I had tried since the 
first year in office 2008, to get any ones attention anywhere with no success and when I spoke 
to him personally he came and he appropriated $12 million dollars for the rehab of the highway 
and part of that $12 million was supposed to not only do the highway but also much needed 
repairs to the elevator.  The elevator is the only handicap access to a high peak actually to the 
magnitude east of the Mississippi River and it is frequently broke down and that highway is 
dedicated to Veterans so any older people or any people with disabilities without that elevator 
running could not make it to the top of that mountain.  So as the project unfolded I will say there 
was no corners cut when the highway was redone at the end of the day though there was only 
$1.2 million done when the highway itself was finished and in meeting with engineering groups it 
was determined that that wasn’t going to be enough to do the necessary repairs so when 
Governor Cuomo came on Tuesday he allocated another $3 million dollars for the repair and/or 
replacement of that elevator on top of Whiteface and also the repairs the castle is up there also 
the walls there is some real serious cracks so those are going to be addressed new windows 
are going to be put in the castle and he continues to let the Adirondacks know that he cares and 
he is here to support us so now I’ll turn it over to Mr. Politi for his part. 
 
POLITI: I would further acknowledge Governor Cuomo’s efforts and his diligence in recognizing 
the importance of USA Luge’s contributions to winter sports, to Lake Placid and to Essex 
County.  His willingness to provide capital improvements as well as financial benefits will 
ultimately strengthen the Essex County tourist and economic base as well as Lake Placid’s 
continued national and international sports efforts.  A national Governing body in Lake Placid is 
absolutely essential to the continued growth of sports in our region and to have lost USA Luge 
to Park City or some other place would have been a real tragedy.  This would not have 
happened unless Governor Cuomo stepped in. I recognize that it was a collaborative effort on 
the part of many, many people including ORDA as well as folks in Lake Placid and USA Luge 
but without his efforts it would not have happened and I will tell you that Essex County and Lake 
Placid will be much better off going forward having that national Governing body remaining in 
our community so on behalf of all of us I want to recognize him and thank him for his efforts. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Unanimous second. 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO GOVERNOR CUOMO FOR HIS CONTINUAL AND 
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UNWAVERING SUPPORT OF THE ADIRONDACKS AND ESSEX COUNTY. 
Moved by Mr. Preston and Mr. Politi, seconded unanimously. 
 
FEREBEE: And I believe; Roby correct me if I’m wrong; I think including in that was $5 million 
for… 
 
POLITI: Yes, $5 million for capital improvements.  
 
FEREBEE: And $1 million for advertising.  
 
POLITI: For the training facility and another million for promotions.  
 
FEREBEE: Again, it reflects possible employment, advertising, bring more promotion to our 
area. It’s a great deal.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Randy, do veterans get to go up that highway for free? I was asked that 
question and I don’t know.  
 
PRESTON: You know to be honest I should know the answer to that and I don’t.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, anything further to come before this committee? If not we stand 
adjourned.  
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS FINANCE 
COMMITTEE, IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:20 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 


