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Monday, June 20, 2016 

 
 
Tom Scozzafava, Chairperson 
Ron Moore, Vice-Chairperson 
 

Chairman Scozzafava called this Finance Committee Meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. with 
the following Supervisors in attendance:  Archie Depo, William Ferebee, Edward Gardner, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy 
Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Charles Whitson, Jr.   

 
Department Heads present were: Judy Garrison, Charli Lewis, Brenda Sullivan, Joe 

Provoncha and Daniel Palmer.  Mike Diskin had been previously excused. 
 
Also present: Jim Dougan, Bethany Kosmider, Margaret Bartley and Sharon Boisen. 
 
News Media:  Pete DeMola – Sun Community News and Kim Dedam – Plattsburgh 

Press Republican. 
 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I will call this Finance meeting to order.  First on our agenda is our County 
Clerk, Mr. Provoncha.  Good morning. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Good morning sir. I just want to publicly thank everyone.  I was in 
Poughkeepsie when I got a call from Terry Mitchell she said, there’s something bad that has 
happened to the building so I came back and was met by the janitors in the building department 
and everyone from Mr. Garrow all the way down has done a magnificent job and I want to thank 
them.  They put me to work cleaning but that’s alright too but we still have got some water 
coming out of the walls and so they’re working on that. So again, thanks to everyone.  The 
County Manager was there at ten after seven in the morning and that started the day.  Even 
though through it all the office has been steady with work only a small amount of deeds and 
mortgages that we were going to send back they had already been scanned and verified.  We 
were in the process of sending them back in the mail.  They got a little soaked so we dried them 
out but I gave everybody two certified copies so they got the original back plus two certified 
copies with a letter of apology for what happened. 
July is the month we expect to get a little busy because the general public at that time has the 
right to commence tax foreclosures on excuse me, grievances against their tax assessment.  
Now we have a resolution in front of you to amend the contract and that’s why I gave you this 
sheet right here. Many of our documents are on the black and white, the reverse is what they 
call it and if you ever remember taking pictures, they had the film well that’s how they did the 
microfilm.  That film throughout the State is turning all black and these documents if you keep 
using them on the copier is getting all black so what we would like to do is we have the money. 
The board approved the money we just need to amend the contract it’s the company that does 
it, the only company that does it so that’s what that resolution is for. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Someone care to move that, Mr. Merrihew.  Is there a second, Mr. Miga. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO AMEND THE CONTRACT WITH INFO. QUICK 
SOLUTIONS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $46,400.00, FOR IMAGE CONVERSION SERVICES 
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AFFECTING COUNTY CLERK’S DEED BOOKS 254-533; WITH BUDGETED FUNDS. 
Moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Miga. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Discussion?  Being none all in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Thank you.  We have a records grant and we already scanned from 1850 to 
1905 the tax assessment rolls and those books.  We just got a grant from last year to do 1974 to 
2008 and we got another and that’s fully covered and we’ve also got another grant in there also 
to make up some of the gap in the middle.  We are scanning right now. We are back scanning 
as much as we can satisfaction of judgments. The online program is going very well.   
In regards to shredding the other day we had a county shredding day.  We shredded about over 
200 boxes of documents from different departments. We’re still working on the nursing home 
files that are in the basement of the Treasurer’s office.  We have destroyed quite a few of those. 
The problem is we had books, we still have books, two huge books called Inmate books that 
trace themselves all the way back to the courthouse and the nursing home also had those 
books and they got destroyed so we’ve got to through all of the records that are down in the 
basement and pull out the necessary information in order to be compliant with the law.  The 
pistol permits right now are taking about three months to do and I have given you all a list of the 
fees.  We have a program through IQF which allows us to go through and go back and figure 
out what actually is owed to who and if you look we highlighted DWI and fines right now 
$246,931.00 owed to the county for unpaid fines.  One-hundred five almost one-hundred six for 
DWI and one-hundred forty one going to the county coffers so what we plan on doing is we’ll do 
the orders to show cause if the District Attorney is willing to sign them and then we’ll have to 
bring them up in front of a Judge in order to get payment back on those fines. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Are these people still driving?  I mean why aren’t their licenses stopped? 
 
PALMER:  They are stopped. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  They are?  So all these people that owe these fines – 
 
PALMER:  Well most likely I mean a Judge that doesn’t – if a fine is not paid within sixty days a 
Judge is required to confiscate their license, they do that and it happens on a routine basis that 
doesn’t mean they’re not driving but I’m telling you their license is confiscated that’s one of the 
things that the Office of Code Administration checks on a routine basis to make sure Justices 
are confiscating licenses as required. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
 
MORROW:  But if they don’t create another violation and don’t get stopped they can drive for 
ten, fifteen years.  We had a guy come in the office about a year ago came in wanted to know 
where does he pay his fine because he just got stopped and he wanted to get his license 
renewed, he lost his license ten years ago but he was lucky he never got stopped.  It wasn’t in 
our court, it was in another court but I mean this is ridiculous.  It’s ridiculous we go and Randy 
will tell you we go through this with STOP DWI all the time, with the District Attorney who has no 
control over it.  I mean $106,000 and only a $1,000 has been paid. This is a big thing that needs 
to be corrected but we don’t know how. 
 
PROVONCHA:  I think if my office goes ahead and it’s not really my responsibility but if we were 
to do the paperwork for the orders to show cause and the District Attorney was to sign them for 



Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee 
Monday, June 20, 2016  3 
 
us then she could take them up in front of the court and the Judge would have to say, show 
cause why who have not paid these fines. 
 
MORROW:  Well something has to be done. 
 
PALMER: I think one of the other things though that courts can do is and they are not doing it on 
a regular basis is they can’t convert these to civil judgments.  If and fact you convert the fine 
that’s not paid to a civil judgment then that goes into the county clerk’s office as a judgment, a 
person goes to try and get a cell phone they won’t get it because there is a civil judgment 
against it. It is again you’ve got to understand the huge amount of paperwork that local Justice 
courts are looking but it’s a procedure that you can use at a local justice court to convert some 
of these fines to civil judgment. 
 
POLITI:  You can. 
 
PALMER:  You can. Absolutely the Judge of that case.  Yes. 
 
POLITI:  That’s what I was going to say, one of you can seek a judgment. 
 
MANNING:  Why don’t we not have sentence until you get the money? 
 
PROVONCHA:  Well that was my suggestion. 
 
MANNING:  Why don’t the local justices start a policy you are not off the hook until you bring in 
the money, if not then you are going pay additional consequences such as jail time. 
 
PROVONCHA:  These are county fines. These are not even dealing with towns, this is just what 
is owed in the county court. 
 
POLITI: Wow. 
 
MANNING:  What is your order of show cause going to do Joe? 
 
PROVONCHA: The District Attorney would have to sign it that’s the way many counties do it I’ve 
found out they show cause in front of the Judge why they haven’t paid the fines.  We would 
have to do an affidavit to have them pay their fines. 
 
MANNING:  Okay and if they don’t have a valid excuse what happens there? 
 
PROVONCHA:  It’s up to the Judge. 
 
PALMER: It depends on the condition of the fine.  If it’s a just a straight fine there’s not a whole 
lot you can do you can say you’ve got to pay the fine or you can convert it to a civil judgment if 
it’s something to do with Probation or conditional discharge or part of the Probation then that’s 
different. 
 
MANNING:  Right it’s a violation of Probation or violation of conditional discharge it might also 
be a violation of sentence. 
 
PALMER: Right. 
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POLITI:  So to seek a civil judgment attached to any other real property or any other property 
that they own? 
 
PROVONCHA:  Right a civil judgment is good for ten years against your property. 
 
POLITI: That’s what I think you’re going have to do guys if you want to get anybody’s attention. 
 
PALMER:  A lot of these people don’t have much anyways. 
 
POLITI: Well I realize that but some do. 
 
PALMER:  It’s like the person driving without a license for ten years we get them back in there 
and it’s an aggravated unlicensed charge the penalty for an aggravated unlicensed charge is a 
fine so here we go. 
 
POLITI: I do think Dan is right.  I mean if they had to pay the fine at the time of the adjudication 
it would seem to me that we wouldn’t have this problem, that’s the county Judges decision. 
 
MONTY:  Is this timeframe correct; 46 years?  
 
PROVONCHA: No, it’s actually from 1990.  
 
PALMER: That’s still a long time.  
 
PROVONCHA: We just went to 70.  
 
PRESTON: We’ve gone through this with Stop DWI for years.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I know 
 
PRESTON: It’s a lot trickier than what you think. I do think though still personally the person is 
fined in front of a judge and doesn’t pay their fine the judge can do something about it. But, I’m 
not sure why that’s not happening, but this has been going on for years and years and years 
that they’re not paying the fines and they’re getting away with it.  
 
MONTY: There are out of state, not county residents as well.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And this is just county court.  
 
PROVONCHA: That’s right 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: God knows what’s hanging out there in town courts.  
 
PRESTON: There’s a lot. There’s an awful lot. It’s mindboggling how much is out there that’s 
not collected.  
 
MANNING: If it’s a condition of your sentence, Dan can’t you?  
 
PALMER: Well I’ve got to tell you the Office of Court Administration really frowns upon putting 
someone in jail because they can’t pay a fine.  
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MANNING: Yeah, but if they have a year to do it or something.  
 
MORROW: What I find weird is the statute of limitations and I think this is good, don’t get me 
wrong, the statute of limitations of all kind of crimes, but you could have your license suspended 
for 20 years and it doesn’t go away after 5 years or 10 years. It’s still there for 20 years. After I 
questioned our judge on this, he took me downstairs; like Tom just said and showed me all the 
records and I can’t remember, I hate to; it was over 20 years that’s left down there in his back 
vault and hundreds of thousands of dollars. They scoffed these licenses, but that’s all, according 
to him that they could do.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Alright, anything further for Joe? If not I have a question.  
We were requested at the Economic Development meeting; there is a company that is currently 
located in Westport that’s moving to Willsboro, staying within the County, but they’ve asked to 
be exempted. I’m not sure if the company did or the IDA did; be exempt from fees, such as 
mortgage tax and so on, but it amounts to like fifty some thousand dollars and just in the brief 
discussion that I had this morning, in my opinion I don’t believe; there are certain fees that you 
can exempt that have to be approved by the State Legislature; the Empire Zone, the Economic 
Development Zone to get an exemption from sales tax and excreta. But I don’t believe this 
Board or the IDA has the power to exempt anyone from the mortgage tax, because that 
mortgage tax has to be approved by the State Legislature with certain parameters; correct me if 
I’m wrong.  
 
PROVONCHA: All I know is that every year there comes out legislation seeking to exempt IDAs 
from paying any recording fees and what have you and each year it gets voted down. So, I’m 
saying if it gets voted down does that mean that you have to do it?  
 
MANNING: We have no power to tax period. The only power that; the only time that we can tax 
is when we get the authority from the State.  
 
PROVONCHA: Right 
 
MANNING: Which has to be by specific statute.  
 
PROVONCHA: Right 
 
MANNING: Mortgage tax and things of that nature, same goes with the power to provide tax 
exemptions. We can’t just do it. It has to come from state statute. So, there are state statutes, 
as you know for all sorts of exemptions, but this one; as far as I know; doesn’t exist.  
 
PROVONCHA: And that’s why each year they seek this legislation.  
 
MANNING: Right, so far they’re seeking the legislation, because we don’t have that power. Only 
what’s been designated.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Jerry you got anything to add?  
 
MORROW: Nope, I don’t have anything to add.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, thank you.  
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PROVONCHA:  Do you want the DMV report?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Absolutely.  
 
PROVONCHA: There’s a letter in your files that I sent to you. What they’re trying to do is; 
there’s a federal requirement now that you have to have a pretest before you get your CDLs and 
we normally do CDLs in the Town of Ticonderoga and they’re looking for parking lots 350 feet 
by 48 feet to do all this pretesting and I know, I’ve talked to some of the Supervisors; I’ve talked 
to Mr. Moore about some parking lots and I am trying to work with Mr. Giordano in regards to 
also finding some parking lots. I think every County Clerk has received this. The ultimate goal, I 
do believe, is to take the CDLs from being testing up here and you would have to go to local; 
like an Albany, Syracuse. So, my goal is try to provide as many possible avenues for them, so 
they cannot take away from Essex County.  
Increasing our retention rate has passed the Senate. We don’t know where it is in the Assembly 
right now. 
Come very soon New York is going to have three different driver’s licenses. You’re going to 
have your Class D; which is what most of us have driving and cashing checks. You’re going to 
have your enhanced license; which will allow to cross contiguous borders, board flights in the 
country, to the country and you’re also going to have your real ID which will; that will be more 
federally approved and that will allow you to get on an airplane and go to another country as 
well; it’s just like a passport basically. That’s coming down the road. 
We’re going to get computers in the office by DMV to do our CDL testing, so they won’t be 
paper anymore.  
Our revenues are good and there was a complaint about DMV in general in the newspaper. 
About the duplicative forms and I just want to say that when you try and complete a transaction 
in DMV there are forms that require the same information, but they go to different departments. 
They go to sales tax, they go to the regular office, they go to insurance. So, that’s why you have 
the paperwork you have.  
And that’s all I really have, thank you.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, anything further for Joe. If not, thank you.  
 

******************* 
 
The next item on the agenda was the County Auditor with Brenda Sullivan reporting as follows: 
 
SULLIVAN: Good morning, my monthly report was emailed to the committee; are there any 
questions?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Questions for Brenda? No, I guess not, thank you.  
 
SULLIVAN: Thank you 
 
 

******************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Treasurer’s Office with Mike Diskin having been 
previously excused. 
 

******************** 
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The next item on the agenda was the County Manager, Dan Palmer reporting as follows: 
 
PALMER: I don’t have a report, unless you want me to do the daily aggravation report and that 
would be pretty long.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I would like to hear it.  
 
PALMER: I’m happy to answer any questions.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions for the County Manager?  
 
 

********************* 
 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Real Property Tax Office with Charli Lewis reporting as 
follows: 
 
LEWIS: Good morning, I have a few updates for you. On Thursday, June 9th our office hosted a 
webinar hosted by Laura Mondo from Pictometry on the new Pictometry Connect. I sent out an 
email after the webinar with a quick reference guide attached for users that were unable to 
attend. If you currently have a Pictometry online account your password is the same for 
Pictometry Connect. Pictometry also has an app available at the Google Play Store for any 
mobile device that anybody might be using. You would also log into the app the same way that 
you do on your desktop and then you can use it anywhere that you go. I think that’s great tool 
for your code enforcement officers. Certainly our data collectors and assessors use it on a daily 
basis. If you need an account set up for you or anyone in your town just please let me know and 
I can get anybody set up for that.  
Star registration - letters were sent from our office to everyone who needs to register for Star 
with the Department of Tax and Finance. New Star applicants need to register by July 1 to 
receive a check by the end of September and we’ll receive a list of people who do register with 
DTF, so that a notice can go on their school tax bill saying that they will; they have registered 
and they will be receiving a check and the amount of that check. Hopefully by the end of 
September to help them pay their taxes. All of your assessors have received a palm card. It 
should look like this for them to be able to pass out to anybody coming in to ask about 
registering for the Star. Again this is new homeowners or people that have moved. I also 
included a letter that might be useful to you in your offices that’s kind of an example. Gives 
people the phone number and where to go to register for the Star.  
I wanted everybody to be aware that there already is a scam regarding this registering for Star. 
A senior citizen in another county, not in our county, received a phone call from someone 
claiming to be from the DTF asking for their personal income information. Please be advised 
that no one from DTF is contacting anyone. You have to call the number of go on the website to 
register. They are not reaching out to anyone.  
The property tax freeze credit checks - the Department of Tax and Finance; you know we had 
heard that from several people; well I received my check; did you receive yours? Some people 
had some. Some people weren’t. Apparently starting in February they quit mailing checks that 
were for anything under $50.00 and then were going to roll those into the next year’s checks. 
So, they have stopped mailing them, if you haven’t received a check it must be under $50.00. 
They will roll that into next year’s check or you can call the number; which is 453-8146 to 
request your check. The County Treasurer hadn’t received his. So, he was kind enough to call 
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to see if that actually worked and it did. He’s check was for $18.00. So, I think in an effort to 
save money that they are trying to roll those checks into a bigger check.  
All the grievance day hearings have been held and as of today’s date we received 11 of the 18 
BAR determinations. So, far we have a total of 199 grievances this year; 130 of those resulted 
in a deduction and 69 were no change. Last year we had a total of 609 grievances and again 
not all BARs have reported to us. Last year though we had 3 towns do a reassessment project 
and this year we had 7. So, if our numbers come in lower I think that will be pretty telling.  
And just the last thing I have is final assessment rolls; the 2016 final assessment rolls are being 
printed in our office as the grievance day changes come in and the assessors will be filing those 
in your offices by July 1 and the Board of Assessment Reviews will be sending out notice of 
determinations to anybody that came in and grieved before them.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions? If not thank you.  
 
LEWIS: Thank you 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The County Attorney has informed me that we will need an executive session.  
 
MANNING: I just want; you know this thing with the IDA and the mortgage tax. I have been 
thinking about it, because again I didn’t know about it until you brought it up. There may be; I’d 
have to check the IDA law; there may be an exemption in the IDA law that does allow you to 
waive mortgage taxes. So, I’ll double check that, but I didn’t want to misspeak.  
The next thing is I was just handed this morning an action that has begun by Bethany Kosmider 
versus Mark Whitney and Allison McGahay, et al and I would just like to ask for an executive 
session to give the Board legal advice on this matter.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Someone move? Moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Preston. 
Discussion; being none - all in favor, opposed?  
 

THE COMMITTEE MOVED EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 11:00 A.M TO RECEIVE LEGAL 
ADVICE FROM THE COUNTY ATTORNEY. 

 
THE COMMITTEE MOVED BACK INTO REGULAR SESSION AT 11:24 AM. 

 
SCOZZAFAVA: As there was no action taken in the executive session I’ll entertain the motion to 
adjourn. I’m sorry; go ahead Mr. Moore.  
 
MOORE: Yes, Mr. Chairman I have a request from a constituent of mine down in North Hudson, 
Yogi Bear, Adirondack Jellystone Park Campsite and as a result of Hurricane Irene suffered 
substantial damage that he has fallen behind in his taxes in 2015 and 2016 and he has 
requested that I bring this forward to this Committee and he’s asking for relief in penalties and 
interest. I would like to move that resolution for discussion.  
 
 
RESOLUTION WAIVING 2015 AND 2016 PENALTIES AND INTEREST OF THE TAXES ON 
THE YOGI BEAR ADIRONDACK JELLSTONE PARK CAMPSITE PROPERTY IN THE TOWN 
OF NORTH HUDSON. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and defeated by (8) opposed and (1) in favor.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: There is a second by Mr. Merrihew. Under discussion I am going to turn this 
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over to our County Attorney.  
 
MANNING: While I sympathize with the person who’s made the request these types of 
situations we can’t grant them. people have all sorts of difficulties throughout their lifetimes; 
whether it be illness; whether it be bad business; whether it be Hurricane Irene; where they 
suffer financial damage or they’re unable to pay their taxes and therefore under the statute 
which allows us to waive interest and penalties it doesn’t fall within that purview and we set a 
policy in this respect. We’ve dealt with these before. You know you offer hear; my attorney 
made a mistake; that’s unfortunate. Now, if there was a valid reason for it; like a mistake on our 
part through you know assessments or something like that then that’s a different story, but in 
this case I would recommend that it not be granted. Unfortunately; I’m not trying to penalize the 
gentleman.  
 
MOORE: Just so I understand Dan. You say it’s statute that prevents us from granting this?  
 
MANNING: There is a statute under the Real Property; I believe tax law. That allows the Board 
of Supervisors to waive penalties and interest if it is in the interest of the County is the way it 
reads. We sort of sometimes will stretch it and there’s case law that allows it in certain 
circumstances as long as they’re legit and I didn’t know this was going to come up. So, I don’t 
really have that on the top of my head. But the fact that you’ve undergone a hardship; you know 
had a heart attack or an actual disaster or you know bad investments; things of that nature 
aren’t what the statute was geared to remedy.  
 
MOORE: Thank you.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Further discussion? Do you still want to go with the resolution?  
 
MANNING: You need to vote on the resolution.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, we’ll vote on it. All in favor – Mr. Moore.  Opposed – eight members 
opposed so, the only one in favor is Mr. Moore; correct? The resolution is defeated.  Anything 
further to come before this committee? If not we stand adjourned.  
 
 AS THERE WAS NO FUTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS FINANCE 
COMMITTEE, IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:26 AM.  
 
 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
 
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


