
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, April 18, 2016 

 
 
Gerald Morrow, Chairperson 
Michael Marnell, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Morrow called this DPW Committee Meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with the 
following supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, William Ferebee, Shaun Gillilland, Charles 
Harrington, Michael Marnell, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Gerald Morrow, Thomas 
Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Charlie Whitson.   Edward Gardner, Joseph Giordano, Stephen 
McNally, Ronald Moore, Roby Politi and Randy Preston had been previously excused.    Wester 
Miga was absent. 

 
Department heads present were:  Daniel Palmer, Joe Provoncha and Judy Garrison. 
 
Also present:  Jim Dougan, Dave Reckahn, Margaret Bartley and Jeff Farrell. 
 
News Media present:  Lohr McKinstry – Plattsburgh Press Republican and Pete DeMola – Sun 
Community News. 
 
MORROW:  I’m going to call the Department of Public Works to order everyone please stand for 
the pledge of allegiance.  Good morning everybody.  Nice beautiful morning.  We are going to 
do a little different here today we’re going to start off with Mr. Provoncha.  The county clerk has 
asked to address the DPW committee because he won’t be here for Finance he has to leave 
early today.  Come right up Joe. Good morning. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Good morning.  I’d like to first say that all the reports have been emailed out to 
you.  I also have a special report here for you and this is and I’ll hand it out to you.  If the 
legislation goes through for the resolution that you passed it would look like our revenue from 
the DMV would go from about $275,000 to $535,000 which would increase the retention fee so 
these charts are being passed out to you. 
I also received a message from the Judge that he is closing the courthouse now as of the first of 
June from 8:00 to 4:00 and of course I can do it from July and August on my own but I need 
your permission to do it for June as well. 
 
PALMER:  He’s doing what now? 
 
PROVONCHA:  He’s closing the courthouse.  He’s opening it from 8:00 to 4:00 instead of 8:00 
to 5:00. 
 
PALMER:  Gotch you, okay.  Alright. 
 
PROVONCHA:  He did it last year.  I need permission for that one month. 
 
PALMER:  Okay so you need a resolution authorizing that it be open for that period. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Yes. 
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MORROW:  Okay what we need to do today though is explain that we don’t have a quorum.  
We only have four members of this committee. 
 
PALMER:  But you do with Bill. 
 
MORROW:  That’s what I was going to say.  In this instance the Chairman of the Board can 
vote when we don’t have a quorum. 
 
PALMER:  How that rule works especially for the new supervisors is that anytime you’re short a 
quorum the Chairman of the Board on that particular committee that you’re short can make the 
difference up in order to provide you with a quorum.  It only occurs when you are one short. 
 
MORROW:  Can I have a motion to change the court hours?  Moved by Mr. Marnell, second by 
Mr. Whitson. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO CHANGE THE HOURS IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S AND 
THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES OFFICES TO BE OPEN FROM 8:00 A.M. TO 
4:00 P.M. FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST, 2016. 
Moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded by Mr. Whitson. 
 
MORROW:  Any discussion on that? 
 
FEREBEE: I’d like to make a comment, just for the new guys that explains why I never vote for 
anything when it comes from the floor.  I am paying attention about that. 
 
MORROW:  Anything else?  All in favor, opposed – resolution carries. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Finally two more resolutions I respectfully request consideration a resolution of 
condolence to the family of Rosemarie Ritson.  Mrs. Ritson died unexpectedly Saturday.  She 
was the voice of the Schroon Lake Chamber of Commerce for years.  She was an election 
inspector.  She was a former school board member.  She was on the Friends of the Library.  
She was on the Parish Council of our Lady of Lourdes.  She was on the historical society, one 
of the historians and she won citizen of the year for Schroon Lake and she was unofficial 
member of the town board I hear, she attended every meeting and she leaves behind her 
husband Jim, four grown children and grandchildren. 
 
MORROW: Motion by Mr. Marnell.  Can I have a unanimous second on that?  Carries thank 
you. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF ROSEMARIE RITSON. 
Moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded unanimously. 
 
PROVONCHA:  I respectfully request consideration for Joseph Foote also from Schroon Lake 
who has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. 
 
MORROW: Motion by Mr. Marnell.  Second on that unanimously.  Resolution carries. 
 
RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION AND CONGRAULATIONS TO JOSEPH FOOTE FROM 
SCHROON LAKE, NEW YORK ON ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT. 
Moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded unanimously. 
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MORROW:  Thank you. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Thank you. 
 
MORROW:  Thank you Joe.  Have a good day. 
 
PROVONCHA:  You too. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Department of Public works with Jim Dougan 
reporting as follows: 
 
 
MORROW:  Chris has been excused, Jim come right up. 
 
DOUGAN:  Good morning. 
 
MORROW: Good morning Jim. 
 
DOUGAN:  Other than the monthly report is, I provided a copy of the spring stocking list to each 
of you and I would ask that you provide a resolution accepting that spring stocking list from the 
fish hatchery. 
 
MORROW: Moved by Mr. Marnell.  Do we have a second on that?  Mr. Whitson seconds it. 
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE THE 2016 ESSEX COUNTY FISH 
HATCHERY SPRING STOCKING REPORT. 
Moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded by Mr. Whitson. 
 
MORROW:  Any questions on the stocking list?  All in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Any 
questions for Jim on any of the report?  I would go through them one at a time but if anybody 
seen anything on the report no matter what department it is we can take a look at them, we’ve 
got plenty of time. 
 
FEREBEE:  Just a comment, I was in an establishment in Chesterfield yesterday and I noticed 
that they had a large poster of everywhere that Essex County stocked in Chesterfield. 
 
MORROW:  Really? 
 
FEREBEE:  Yes. 
 
MORROW:  No kidding?  I didn’t know anything about that because we didn’t do the poster. 
They must have followed the truck around or something and was that over in Clinton County 
side? 
 
FEREBEE:  As a matter of fact it was not. 
 
MORROW:  Not, okay because I know you said you went over to an establishment on the 
Clinton County side that’s what I thought. 
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FEREBEE:  I didn’t tell you all of it. 
 
MORROW:  Oh, okay.  Anything else for Jim?  Thank you Jim. 
 
DOUGAN: Thank you. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Soil and water department with Dave Reckahn 
reporting as follows: 
 
MORROW:  Good morning Dave. 
 
RECKAHN:  Good morning. 
 
MORROW:  We got your report.  Do you have anything else besides the report? 
 
RECKAHN:  Yes.   One of the main things I have is that since our last meeting all the 
supervisors should have gotten a copy of our annual report.  I have some additional copies 
here.  I don’t know if Dan needs one and probably Judy needs one for the record.  I don’t know 
if you wanted to adopt this as the annual report for the soil and water conservation district? 
 
PALMER:  Yes we should accept it and place it on file. 
 
MORROW:  Can I have a motion to accept soil and water’s annual report?  Moved by Mr. 
Whitson, second by Mr. Marnell. 
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICTS 2015 ANNUAL REPORT. 
Moved by Mr. Whitson, second by Mr. Marnell. 
 
MORROW:  Any discussion on the report?  All in favor, opposed – carries. 
 
RECKAHN: As far as soil and water projects we received and one of the things that we’re 
working on is assisting the county, Jim and Chris submitted a report on some things going on at 
the fairgrounds.  One of the things that I just wanted to add to that is that we’re working on a 
grant to try to do some storm water issues there at the fairgrounds and try to reduce some of the 
run off that washes down off the track and off some of the roadways.  One of the areas is near 
the DPW garage that they had over there.  Scott Moran had some wash outs from water that 
comes down from the camp ground and then there are some areas that the water washes down 
the road  alongside the horse arena and then washes the areas down through there and on into 
the stream so we have purchased through this grant we have purchased drains similar to the 
drains for anybody that has been near the fairgrounds that they have as you drive into the upper 
fairgrounds driveway that the State uses that allows the water to go in and then drains it directly 
into a waterway so it doesn’t wash the sediments off after it comes down the road so hopefully 
those will be able to be installed by the DPW crews before we get to the fair and that will help 
some of those issues during the fair time and during the season. 
We are working on our tree seedlings this week and the hand out will be Friday so if anybody 
knows of people that are still looking for tree seedlings we will take orders right up until Friday 
and we will have extra on Friday that they can stop and look and see what we have left.  We are 
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doing a good job this year so far there isn’t going to be a whole lot left. 
The added thing that we have I will try to send it out electronically if people are interested. We 
have a couple opportunities for town officials or especially the highway departments on erosion 
sediment control workshops.  There are several workshops that are coming up that are 
sponsored through the Upper Hudson Coalition and Champlain Watershed Coalition and they 
are everything from Lake George area on up into Saranac Lake and I have information that I will 
send out to everybody.  I do have a few copies if you’re interested that I can give you today. 
We also put together a regular four hour erosion sediment control workshop that just got done 
so I don’t have it on my report.  It’s primarily for the DPW staff at the Essex County and we are 
going to provide that to the highway guys there.  I will also open it up if any of your highway 
crews, parks department crews are looking for that four hour erosion sediment control training 
we will do it for those town staff at no charge to you so if you’re interested it is coming up April 
27.  We will have the information if you need something you can grab me afterwards but again 
I’ll try to send that out electronically so that you guys have them to be able to pass on and then 
Seth is sending them out to the highway association. 
Moving on into the forestry report the first part of the forestry report.  The first part of your 
forestry report is your timber sale in Lewis is complete.  We are right now reviewing the sale 
with the harvester and going through and making sure that the water bars are installed correctly 
and that whatever seeding needs to be done gets done.  He finished up with his work last week 
and we’re going to be meeting with him and reviewing that this week and then after that we’ll be 
trying to look at a couple of other sites on that Lewis site for I think the final timber sales will be 
on that site for the next few years. 
And then the last thing I have is getting into at the last meeting we discussed the UTV after 
leaving the meeting I met with the buildings and grounds where the Sheriff’s department UTV 
was located.  We determined that the UTV that was in discussion that could be used for the 
county forest land is a UTV that is more adapted for use around the yards and buildings and 
stuff like that and buildings and grounds was going to try and make use of that working around 
here on the buildings and grounds at the county facilities and it certainly made much more 
sense. It’s not something that is able to get in and out of the wood lots and be able to utilize so 
we had already been authorized to go out to bid so we went out to bid and bids came in last 
Friday.  Did you get copies of what came in yet? 
 
MORROW:  Not the UTV.  I got bids on the trailer but not the UTV.  I think you should get those 
to the committee and then we’ll work on those next month. 
 
RECKAHN:  Okay. 
 
MORROW:  And did you define the bids on the trailer yet?  Better than what they were?  You 
were going to work on that.  You want to do that next month too? 
 
RECKAHN:  Yes we got bids on the trailer and it looks like it would be a great ability to be able 
to utilize the UTV and move it from one of the county forest properties to the other.  At this point 
the soil and water district does not have a trailer that’s able to do that so we are; we’ll look at 
those as we look at the UTV. We got a couple specs they were a little bit different. One is a 
nicer trailer, the other one has a little bit more that kind of fits what the bid needs were so we’ll 
go through them and go through them with the UTV. 
 
MORROW:  Get them to the committee for next month.  He’s looking at a trailer that has multi-
purpose that he’ll be able to draw things with it besides UTV, a dump trailer in other words too.  
Anything else? 
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RECKAHN:  I think that’s all I had. 
 
MORROW: Anybody have any questions for Dave?  Okay, thank you very much.  Does 
anybody have anything else to bring to the Department of Public Works?  Do you have anything 
for the subcommittee for the fish hatchery? 
 
HARRINGTON: Me? 
 
MORROW:  Yeah I see you smiling over there a mile a minute. 
 
HARRINGTON:  I would rather refer to Jim Dougan. 
 
MORROW: Would you like to come back up?  Jim do you have anything? 
 
HARRINGTON:  You know I’m not on this committee? 
 
MORROW:  I understand that but I see that smile from ear to ear and you kept looking at me so 
I figured you had something that you wanted to bring up. 
 
DOUGAN:  I can add a little update regarding the fish hatchery subcommittee and the work 
that’s going on to try and redevelop the fish hatchery.  We had some of the residents of Moriah 
Shock over to assist some DPW staff cleaning out the former house recently to get items that 
were left in the basement out and disposed of.  We removed carpets, we’ve cut some trees and 
we’ve disconnected the electrical service that was attached to that building just preparing for its 
future removal.   
I also am understanding that the grant that was jointly prepared for Crown Point and Essex 
County, the Smart Growth grant that Community Resources applied for that we did receive that 
so that will help in funding some of those renovations out there along with some of the Crown 
Point water project. 
 
MORROW: Anything else?  Any questions for Jim?  Okay it looks like you are on your way 
pretty good.  That’s good, very good. 
 
HARRINGTON:  I am pleased with the actions that have taken place and for the plans that will 
take place this summer. 
 
MORROW:  Good. Very good.  If you’re happy I’m happy.  Thank you very much. Anything else 
to come before the committee?  If not, we stand adjourned. 
 

As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Works Department 
committee it was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 


