
WAYS AND MEANS 
Monday, February 29, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Randy Preston – Chairman 
Thomas Scozzafava – Vice-Chairman 
 
Chairman Preston called this Ways and Means Committee Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. with a 
salute to the flag. Upon roll-call, the following Supervisors were found in attendance: Archie 
Depo, Edward Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Mike Marnell, 
Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, Ron Moore, Jerry Morrow, Randy 
Preston, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Charlie Whitson.  Bill Ferebee and Roby Politi had 
been previously excused. 
 
Department Heads present were:  Michael Diskin, Judy Garrison, Don Jaquish, Charli Lewis, 
Michael Mascarenas, Dan Palmer and Wayne Taylor.  Dan Manning had been previously 
excused. 
 
Also present were:  Liz Arabadjis – Fountains Spatial, Inc., Jim Dougan, Michael Marsden – 
Town of North Hudson Assessor and all employees of the Real Property Tax Department 
 
News Media present were:  Lohr McKinstry - Press Republican and Keith Lobdell – Sun 
Community News. 
 
PRESTON:  I’m going to call this ways and means committee to order.  Do you want to rise and 
join me in the salute to our flag.  Roll call Jude. 
The first item on the agenda, I hope I don’t butcher this name but we have a presentation on 
GIS from Liz Arabadjis.  Close? 
 
ARABADJIS:  Very good.  My name is Liz Arabadjis from Fountains Spatial, Inc. out of 
Schenectady, New York.  I’m out of the Lake George office.  I did not have to drive from 
Schenectady.  We at Fountains Spatial, we are a consulting firm and we created this map 
viewer, this parcel viewer for your county.  We’ve been working on this for the past couple of 
months besides creating the parcel viewer we also installed it on your servers and trained some 
of your staff in its maintenance so the website you’re looking at right here is live and it’s hosted 
right here in the county so you notice that you are on at the top it says essex-gis-co-essex.ny.us 
that is live from your IT department so just to show you a little bit here we have the home tab, 
the map tab and it shows you the home page. You can see it just has your county logo.  It tells 
you a couple of things you can do with your web map.  I’m going to scroll down here, it has 
some links to your county’s website if you click on one of those links it will open into a new tab 
so your still seeing your map right here.  It shows that we developed it in conjunction with your 
county.  It also tells you where to go and ask questions if you have any questions about this 
website and then we have your typical disclaimer down here at the bottom.  So that’s just under 
the home page so let’s just start right here. 
The first thing we do often times we do a parcel search so I’m just going to click on that search 
tab right there and you notice the basic search comes up and you can search on an owner 
name or an address or parcel ID in conjunction with your municipality so I’m just going to type in 
Lyme here so all the Lyme the properties in Ticonderoga and I’m going to do a search.  So 
what’s happening here it’s finding all the properties owned by Lyme and you’re probably aware 
that Lyme is a timber company and so what you find here once you do a search the tab will 
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automatically come up here to this data results tab and you will see down here the properties 
that meet your search criteria so you’ll notice here it says we have nineteen parcels that are 
actually owned by Lyme and you’ll notice that it didn’t have to be an exact search.  I only typed 
in Lyme and it searched for all the Lyme ADK Timberland LLC properties. If you just scroll down 
you can see that there’s a bunch here noted and on the left hand side here we have some 
buttons associated with each one of those selected parcels so I’m just going to click on this one, 
this is the zoom by the way if I hover over a button we have a tool tip that comes up to tell you 
what it is so I’m going to zoom to that particular parcel.  So here we have zoomed into parcel 
138.4-1-44 and that’s of course in the Town of Ticonderoga.  Also over here on the maps side 
we have this identified tool so if I click on this one and if I just come over here and click on this it 
shows you all of the fields that we made available to the map viewer so besides the municipality 
and the owner name we have some other information down here too like what the property 
class code is, what the acres are, what the assessed land total and the land assessed value 
and some other information I’ll get back to image mate online in a minute.  So besides clicking 
on the actual parcel you can click on any parcel and use the identify tool to figure out in this 
particular case who owns the neighboring parcel to that Lyme property. I’m going to shut that 
down for a minute so let’s come back here, here we have all the parcels that are in your search 
so I’m going to come back over here and you know you searched for Lyme in Ticonderoga.  I’m 
going to do another search here.  I’m going to search for the property that we’re on now so I’m 
just going to put Court Street and pick Elizabethtown and do another search. This will show you 
that you actually have thirty-four parcels in Elizabethtown that are on Court Street that’s the 
property address not the owner address.  So if we scroll down here I’m just going to click on one 
of these so that’s approximately where we are right now.  Other tools that we have here are this 
zoom in and zoom out tool so I’m just going to zoom out a little bit so you can see what we are 
looking at.  I’m going to zoom out again and so here you can kind of see where we are here.  
I’m going to pan down a little bit so you can get your baring’s here so as I said we have thirty-
four parcels that are on Court Street.  I clicked on this one right here this 7551 Court Street.  I 
told you I was going to show you what these other tools were so this one is the image mate 
online tool as you probably know you have a subscription to Image mate online and Image mate 
online has both as you know public access and you can pay for a subscription.  We also made a 
link to the GIS website and STG’s Image mate on line’s website and you can go between the 
two of them.  When you click on that particular map it brings up Image mate online and if you 
notice on the right hand side in red text, if you click here there’s a new GIS parcel viewer so 
that’s the link between the two.  I’m just going to click here for public access so you can actually 
see the property that I did click on so you’ll notice that it is in a new tab and I’m just going to 
click on this tab here, this is the property that we’re talking about and that is the Image mate 
online information for you.  There’s another thing that you can do here is if you scroll down to 
Image mate online, you’re an Image mate online user and this is your screen where you are 
doing all your searches and you’re doing comps and Image mate online but you actually want to 
pin the property on the GIS map on the right hand side there so if I click that button that is the 
link going the other way around so again, it brings it up in a new tab now you notice that you 
have three tabs at the top one I was working with is the first one, then the Image mate online tab 
and then it pops you back to a new map viewer and zoomed right to that particular parcel but 
I’m going to click back over here, that’s the parcel we were talking about and that’s coming back 
from Image Mate online I’m just going to shut this tab down so we don’t get confused and I’m 
going to turn that one off too so that’s the Imagemate to online button.  You can get to that 
through this little house button for image mate online another way to get to it I’m going to click 
and identify again and we scroll down here we have a hyperlink right here that’s another way.  If 
I clicked on that it would bring we to that page again. 
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We also have this buffer tool so let’s say for instance you want to notify – I think we have pop up 
issues here.  Here we have a little problem because some of these have to do with pop ups and 
we don’t have pop ups turned on so does anybody know how to turn on pop ups?  Give me a 
minute.  I’ll tell you what, we are just going to go on and I’ll go back to that if we have time later 
but I’m just going to go on. What buffer does, I’ll tell you what it does you can create an actual 
dash buffer around that parcel and it’s defaulted to be 100 feet from that property line and it will 
select all the neighboring parcels.  A couple of things that you can do with your selected set 
over here, over here we have thirty-four parcels selected these are just the ones on Court Street 
you can actually do an export here.  What export will do will export those thirty-four, all the 
information for those thirty-four parcels into a csv file, csv file some of you probably know is a 
comma separated values file so if you’ll notice on your status bar on the bottom it showed you 
that you have your data results right here where I have my mouse is, it downloaded that and of 
course I’m using a different computer than I normally use but what you’re seeing there all those 
thirty-four parcels all the data and it brings up Microsoft Excel I guess is what shows here.  So 
you can see all the information there for thirty-four parcels, we’ll scroll down and it says thirty-
five and that is because we have a header row right there so then you can do anything you want 
to that you would normally do in Excel whatever make mailing labels, I don’t know do an 
average on your assessed values or on your maps or whatever you need.  So I’m going to close 
this down and come back to our maps again that was the export.   
I want to show you another couple things here. So he just turned on the pop ups browser for me 
so now I can show you back up here to this buffer, I’m going to scroll down to this property 
again and I’m going to hit this buffer I think I might have to restart the browser.  We’ll do that in a 
minute so anyways another thing you can do here is you can actually we have thirty-four parcels 
here you can clear these thirty-four parcels so that you don’t have any selected. 
I’m going to show you some more of these buttons you have here.  This one and if I just hover 
over it it will zoom to the initial or full extent of the county, this guy is a zoom in.  These guys 
zoom in and out on just a canned amount but over here if you want to zoom on a particular area 
you click that tool and then you actually apply a rectangle and it will zoom in on that particular 
rectangle just like the zoom out.  Go to zoom out from that particular area not sure if you’re 
familiar with this but it’s getting very common this Microsoft bird’s eye view if I click on this tool 
and then I click on a road, it’s going to show you Microsoft Bird’s eye view which shows you 
obleak photography for the place that I actually clicked you’ve got to give it a minute to show so 
you see the obleak photography.  I can zoom in and out of this area.  I can change directions 
here.  I can pan around, change directions again so that is just a readied service that is not 
hosted here in this county that is a big new web service.  It is hosted by Microsoft. Let’s shut 
back down. 
Another thing you can do is the Google street view you’re probably are aware of that one.  I’m 
going to click on that Google street view and just click on a road over here right in front of the 
building give that a minute and again this is hosted by Google servers which are all over the 
world but this shows you the street view. Some of you may have seen the little Google car that 
runs around and takes these pictures so you know you can zoom in and around, you can walk 
down the street, you can look at somebody getting into their car, you can walk down the street 
farther and we are just walking down Court Street right now and then you can of course look to 
the right and see the hardware store but this is not again not hosted by us we’re just doing a link 
to this street view here.   
I want to show you some other things here.  I’m going to go to the map button here because on 
the map button you also have these tabs down here and I want to show you different map layers 
that are available to you.  So here we have the list of map layers that are currently available in 
your new site just to turn a couple of them on cemeteries and you notice they come on here, fire 
stations, town halls so that’s all fine, I turn this stuff on and there is some dots on the screen but 
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of course you don’t know what the dots mean so you would use this map layers tab along with 
conjunction of the map legend so you can always see that the town hall is in blue and the 
cemeteries are green so we are going to come back here to the map layers and let’s just turn on 
a more complicated one.  This is the Adirondack Park Land Use and Development Plan now 
this is also not posted here, this is a web service it is hosted over at the APA and fine that’s 
showing you a whole bunch of colors there but what does that mean?  Well you go to the map 
legend and you scroll down you can see what the land uses are from hamlet, to moderate, to 
intensity, rural use and the rest by the way this screen is washing out some of your colors you 
can look at my screen here and it is much brighter colors so you’ll see it’s just the projector.  
You can turn your Ag soils on and again you won’t know what those mean so you’ll have to 
come up to the legend to see what the soils mean and there is other ones. 
Another thing you can do here is you’ll notice I went through this map layers and I went through 
the map legend but you have a base map here so the base map shows you everything you can 
in the background.  This is just a base map again not hosted in the county.  These are hosted 
by ESRI that is the company that actually we used to do the GIS software but if you click on 
imagery they get imagery from all over.  We know how we fly imagery here in New York State 
every few years depending on what county and what lot you’re in so that will show you the 
imagery and I’m just going to zoom in so you know what the imagery looks like down here so it’s 
really kind of neat when you are in a hamlet or an urban area to look at the imagery but as we 
know beautiful Essex County has an awful lot of forest and land so if we zoom in onto 
somewhere like this town right here, North Elba I mean we know it’s beautiful and forest land is 
great but you don’t really see all that much on the imagery.  That might not be some base map 
that you want if you want to see other information again this is your gallery of base maps that 
you have available.  You might want to see a pictography so that just shows some contour lines 
and some hill shapes so that’s changing the base map. 
There are some other tools over here that we actually have not used yet.  First I’m going to 
show you this draw tool because you have a nice gray background here that I can draw on.  
You have this draw tool so I click there, when I clicked on the draw tool you’ll notice in the left 
hand part over here the tools tab became selected and here it says what do you want to draw?  
A point, line or polygon.  I’m just going to choose a polygon to show you how obnoxious I can be 
here I’m going to change it to yellow, solid color with an outline. I’m going to do a big, fat border 
of pink and then it says over here just draw it so here I’m going to draw a nice little, beautiful 
polygon not sure why you would want to do this but you could draw anything on the map you 
could also draw lines if you have a project.  I’m going to draw big, fat pink lines so here the 
project area is blah, blah, blah so you can always do that.  You can draw around if you need to 
display anything. 
I’m going to go back out to here so I can show you the other tools and I’m going to zoom in. I’m 
going to come back here to our search, I’m going to search that again.  Let’s come back to 
Elizabethtown and I’m going to just zoom to some parcel on Court Street it doesn’t matter okay 
so I’m also going to come over here and I’m going to turn back on the imagery and I’m just 
going to pan over a little bit so now I would like to show you these other tools.  Here we have 
these measure tools with the two rulers on them.  So for the measure tool you can either 
measure areas for instance I’m going to click on the area tool and I’m going to change this 
acreage to square feet if you had to I don’t know like redo or re-tar your roof and you wanted to 
know approximate materials that you are going to need click there, I’m just going to go around 
the roof and I’m going to get the approximate square feet of the roof.  It’s 12,000 square feet is 
that roof approximate.  You can do any kind of area here.  Another thing that you can do is 
linear and that is going to show in miles.  You want to know how far little Johnnie has to walk to 
school you can just click down here and down here and then double click and it will show you 
what just did.  You can see that it is .3 miles another thing you can do is turn that off and click 
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back onto topography and you can see it better or even if you lighten the canvas you can see it 
better than that.  So that’s another tool. 
So there is one more thing I want to show you, there’s one more thing down here that we 
haven’t looked at. This is feature select by geometry so you know your area and you don’t want 
to do a location search and you don’t want to do an owner search and you don’t know the 
property but you do know you want to select these parcels over here you can just zoom to 
wherever you want to select and then you click on this search by geometry and here it prompts 
you to select a layer the only layer that we do possible here is parcel layer and you can draw a 
rectangle again, you can draw a rectangle and it will select all the parcels that touch that 
rectangle or if you want to do a – I’m going to come back here, click it again, you want to do a 
circle and you’ll see I’m just going to draw a circle down here and it should select those parcels 
down there.  You can do a polygon or a free hand polygon if you know you want these and you 
come over here and select all these parcels so again this is working on your selected set.  You 
can do everything over here that you want to.  You can export it into a csv file or clear your 
selections.  So besides the buffer I think I’ve shown you everything.  I’m sure if I refresh our 
popups will come up honestly the buffer did work I did it this morning at my house hitting your 
live sites.  Does anyone have any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Are these printable? 
 
ARABADJIS:  We turned off the print because I know the Real Property Department sells maps 
but you can always do a screen shot from there and put it in a word document. 
 
MARSDEN:  You have a public view right and then you have a paid for view? 
 
ARABADJIS:  That’s in image mate online.  That’s not this particular project we are talking 
about this is a map viewer and this is public.  It’s only that other link to that other website. 
 
MARSDEN:  And what would that gain me by joining it? 
 
ARABADJIS:  Image mate online?  You would have to look at image mate online sir you can do 
comps, you can do lots of things with image mate online but talk to Charli later.   
Alright thank you very much. 
 
PRESTON:  Any other questions?  That’s it?   
 
MIGA: Is this active right now? 
 
ARABADJIS:  Yes. 
 
MIGA:  Is it accessed through the website?  The Essex County website? 
 
ARABADJIS:  Correct.  Charli asked me mention also that your other website is still up and 
available in conjunction with this.  This is yet another site that you have. 
 
PRESTON: Anything else, anyone?  Okay thank you Liz. 
 
ARABADJIS:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Judy when you are ready we will move to resolutions. 
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1. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CORRECTION OF 2016 TOWN AND COUNTY TAX 
ROLL – TOWN OF CROWN POINT, RICHARD NOCK.   Harrington, Merrihew 

 
2. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE 2015 WEIGHTS AND 

MEASURES ANNUAL REPORT.  Monty, Gillilland 
 

3. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF RONALD M. PURDY.  
Preston, unanimous 

 
4. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT TO LAKE PLACID 

MARATHON/INSPIRATION SPORTS, LLC FOR THE USE OF COUNTY ROADWAYS 
FOR THE 2016 LAKE PLACID MARATHON AND HALF MARATHON.  Preston, 
Whitson 

 
5. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO ETHEL RICE OF 

MINEVILLE, NEW YORK UPON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY.   Scozzafava, unanimous 
 
GARRISON:  Number six we had initially put the reclassifications of the county roads in one 
resolution and if you look at the copy of the letter on your desks from Jim Dougan we need to 
move these resolutions separately.  The first one is #8 in the letter you have on your desks.  It is 
a resolution requesting the New York State Department of Transportation to reclassify Essex 
County Route 12, Wells Hill Road. 
 

6. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION TO RECLASSIFY ESSEX COUNTY ROUTE 12, WELLS HILL 
ROAD.  Monty, Morrow 
 

7. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION TO RECLASSIFY ESSEX COUNTY ROUTE 57,  REBER 
ROAD.   Gillilland, Morrow 

 
8. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION TO RECLASSIFY ESSEX COUNTY ROUTE 80, LAKE SHORE 
ROAD.  Tyler, Marnell 

 
9. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION TO RECLASSIFY ESSEX COUNTY ROUTE 44, STEVENSON 
ROAD.  Tyler, Monty 

 
10. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION TO RECLASSIFY ESSEX COUNTY ROUTE 25, T AHAWUS 
ROAD.  Miga, Merrihew 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH SCHODER 

RIVERS ASSOCIATES FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES INCLUDING FINAL 
DESIGN, BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTION PHASE SERVICES AS IT RELATES TO 
HULLS FALLS ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, IN THE TOWN OF KEENE, 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $42,500.00, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
THE SAME.  Morrow, McNally 
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12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH DENTE 

ENGINEERING FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES INCLUDING GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING REPORTS AND PERFORMING SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATIONS 
AS IT RELATES TO HASELTON ROAD BRIDGE OVER NEW BRIDGE BROOK IN 
THE TOWN OF WILMINGTON, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $9,675.00, FROM 
BUDGETED FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME.  Morrow, Tyler 

 
13.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH DENTE 

ENGINEERING FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES INCLUDING PERFORMING 
SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATIONS AND PROVIDING GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING REPORTS AS IT RELATES TO FRATERNALAND ROAD BRIDGE 
OVER PARADOX CREEK IN THE TOWN OF SCHROON, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $9,300.00, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 
CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME.  Marnell, Moore 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH DENTE 

ENGINEERING FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES INCLUDING PERFORMING 
SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATIONS AND PROVIDING GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING REPORTS AND AS IT RELATES TO TROUT BROOK ROAD 
BRIDGE OVER TROUT BROOK IN THE TOWN OF MINERVA, IN AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED $9,123.00, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME.    
McNally, Miga. 

 
PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I noticed these are all amendments to the original contact.  How do these come 
up all at once? 
 
PALMER:  Again Tom this goes back to the original discussion we had at budget time that we 
were going to get engineering done ahead of time rather than after because we were getting 
estimates that were way out of line of what we had anticipated them to be.  This is part of that 
two-seventy-five that we set aside for engineering budget.  This particular one is for Geo 
Engineering.  The first one was for bridge design for Shoder River last month this is an 
extension to that for the subsurface investigation again it is an attempt to get these bridges that 
we know we are going to end up having to replace so that we have the accurate information to 
arrive at an estimate for bond that we’ll really need. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Any other questions?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried. 

 
15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH DENTE 

ENGINEERING FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES INCLUDING PERFORMING 
SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATIONS AND PROVIDING GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING REPORTS AND AS IT RELATES TO TROUT BROOK ROAD 
BRIDGE OVER MINERVA BROOK IN THE TOWN OF MINERVA, IN AN AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $9,123.00, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
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COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME.  McNally, 
Miga 

 
16.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO FILE 

AN APPLICATION FOR STATE ASSISTANCE FROM THE HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) STATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND EXECUTING 
THE ASSOCIATED STATE CONTRACT, UNDER THE LAWS OF NEW YORK 
STATE.  Morrow, Miga 

 
PRESTON:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  Can you just refresh my memory on this Dan? 
 
PALMER:  This is a program that we run once a year to collect hazardous waste from 
throughout the county.  The DEC provides 50% funding.  We budget the rest.  We hold those 
collection sites at either Lake Placid and North Hudson and it generally occurs sometime 
between May and July of each year. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  I have a question, a little bit off the subject but currently can we incorporate E-waste 
into this hazardous waste program?  I think everybody on the board has a contract with different 
people. 
 
PRESTON:  Didn’t I just read something about that within the last few days? 
 
PALMER:  Yes they are working on it at the State level.  There is discussion at the State level 
on what to do with E-waste. They passed a few years ago the law requiring manufactures to 
take back the equipment.  There are places that do it.  We have a place in Lake Placid most of 
you do end up finding a place to do it but apparently it’s not really working all that efficiently and 
the State has moved within this budget to have a discussion about changing how that E-waste 
is handled. 
 
McNALLY: In 2010 they made this E-waste law and according to the DEC website every county 
is supposed to have a free drop off sponsored by the manufacturers for E-waste and in the last 
three years I’ve been to three different vendors on E-waste.  The prices have varied starting 
from .37 cents a pound and I believe that every county is supposed to have an E-waste drop 
site according to DEC. 
 
PRESTON:  That’s never happened and everybody has something different. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We have E-waste in Moriah because our constituents requested it.  If we go 
over 11,000 pounds it’s costing us a fortunate because of the crp’s they use to take them for 
nothing now you’ve got to pay to get rid of them so we have to charge.  We just had to file our 
annual report which is a nightmare just trying to file that thing.  I had a long conversation with 
DEC they referred me to the company that developed their software.  I mean this entire program 
has turned into a real financial liability for  the townships that are trying to provide this service to 
their constituents. 
 
PRESTON:  Absolutely. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  There is no market for this stuff and some of the old televisions and computer 
screens and so on have mercury in the glass so that makes it – you try to do the right thing and 
this is what happens.  It’s a real problem. 
 
PRESTON:  It’s all falling apart. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It is. 
 
PRESTON:  I guess we can wait and see where the State is going with that because they are 
well aware that it doesn’t work.  The system does not work in this instance but it is a problem 
because you are not supposed to be throwing them in the trash but then nobody wants them.  I 
know we’ve been through three different ones and now it’s charging.  Anything else on that 
topic? 
 
MONTY:  My understanding of that article and I may have got it wrong was that the 
manufacturers were supposed to accept these back free of charge. 
 
PRESTON: That is correct. 
 
MONTY:  Now manufacturers are charging for them so that’s where the problem is arising now 
they are turning it over to the municipalities. 
 
PALMER:  Yes.  It is an ongoing issue.  I know that we did find a place in Plattsburgh that does 
take it without charge.  We bring our county stuff to them.  The only thing is they request that we 
notify them ahead of time that we are bringing it but I think the problem occurred especially in 
the rural counties is that there aren’t enough businesses that actually that you don’t have a 
Walmart or something like that but it was supposed to fall to the manufacturers and it really has 
not done so. 
 
McNALLY:  Currently right now we are taking ours to Plattsburgh.  I know it’s going to be short 
lived program up there when they get inundated by everybody else on the board taking their 
stuff up there.  We will have to go back to the drawing board. 
 
PRESTON:  Absolutely.  You’re right. 
 
McNALLY: And every county is supposed to have one of these according to DEC since 2010.  
There is an E-waste recycling law and they are supposed to be sponsored by manufacturers so 
I don’t know why we don’t have one? 
 
PRESTON: That’s a good question.  A very good one. 
Judy, did we have any other resolutions? 
 
GARRISON:  That is all I have on the listing. 
 
PALMER:  I just want to touch on one thing on these resolutions.  On the engineering one of the 
things with the discussion I had with both Chris and Jim during the budget time was okay, if we 
do these studies ahead are they going to age themselves out?  And they are not.  What we are 
doing is the design and like the subsurface stuff that’s not going to change whether we do the 
bridge this year or five years from now.  The subsurface report will be what it is and we can use 
it over time so that’s really why we committed to doing these ahead. 



Ways and Means 
Monday, February 29, 2016  10 
 
PRESTON:  Does anyone else have anything? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I have two resolutions I’d like to move from the floor.  Do I need twelve on that? 
 
PRESTON:  No. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The first resolution is congratulations to Moriah Central School Girls Varsity 
Basketball Team for the Class D, Section VII Championship Champions and they played a great 
game against Keene Central School.   Congratulations to them. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MORIAH CENTRAL SCHOOL GIRLS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2015-16 SECTION VII, CLASS D 
CHAMPIONSHIP.   Scozzafava, unanimous. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The second resolution is congratulations to our Boys Varsity Class D 
Basketball Team which are the Section VII champions and they also played a good game 
against Willsboro on Saturday. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MORIAH CENTRAL SCHOOL BOYS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM UPON POSTING A PERFECT 23-0 RECORD AND WINNING 
THE 2015-16 SECTION VII, CLASS D CHAMPIONSHIP.  Scozzafava, unanimous. 
 
PRESTON:  Shaun did you have anything to report at this time about Washington other than 
they have bad weather every year and you guys get stranded? 
 
GILLILLAND:  The Naco conference I attended the seminars and the most interesting one was 
the Affordable Care Act that I went to.  As you know the Cadillac tax was postponed to 2020 
based on all the insurance policies around the country particularly Government insurance 
policies by 2017 all Federal employees are going to be subject to the Cadillac tax so now we 
think we are going to be able to kill it because the Federal Government doesn’t want to pay a 
40% exile tax on themselves so that was the good news. 
We went and saw Senator Schumer, we saw John Cardinal the Chief of Staff for Senator 
Gillibrand and Bill went to see Congresswoman Stefanik.  They are in the process Senator 
Schumer is trying to get earmarks back so that when we do go and knock on their door and stuff 
like that they can possibly get money put back in.  I guess that is a rule change not a law 
change so under the new leadership probably coming in at the next election it may be possible 
to get earmarks back which will give us better ability to reach out with that other than front level 
small crumbs. 
Nothing really except that they reiterated the fact that we go every year like this and keep 
knocking on the door, it keeps them attuned and they did mention to me like Senator Schumer 
mentioned to me Willsboro Dam evidently he made a phone call after our meeting last year, we 
got a push and all of a sudden Fish & Wildlife came up with the money miraculously they were 
able to take the dam out so the system kind of works when we are able to do that.  All of them 
reiterated the fact they are very, very sensitive to economic issues particularly up here in North 
Country, New York and they rather play offensive football to defensive so they don’t want to wait 
until there is a major layoff or a company leaving or something like that.  They said it doesn’t 
matter how small if they can help they will so the message was if you get an inclining that there 
is going to be something that is going to be effective they’d rather get on the phone and call 
whatever corporation or company to try and stop it from being removed and they brought up the 
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Massena issue you know that was an emergency and they had to jump in and they only had two 
weeks heads up before they stopped it so the message was carried to us. 
Any questions? 
 
PRESTON:  Any questions?  Sorry Shaun that I kind of put you on the spot it clicked when I was 
sitting here looking at you but I want to point out the importance of making those connections.  
Some people will make comments about traveling and what not. I have been told this morning 
that we were in Albany for the Association of Counties and we were able to be fortunate enough 
to talk to the right people about what’s been happening with some of these grants and I was told 
this morning that several people have been paid and notified that they are going to be paid and 
that was talking to one person in Albany.  I’ve also had if for everyone that I know reads the 
paper both the Sun and the Press Republican had editorials about the EMS crisis.  I have had 
three phone calls from the Governor’s office in regards to this but we’re not there yet but I am 
scanning this afternoon and emailing those articles to the contact at the Governor’s office that 
I’m dealing with so I’m hopeful that at some point someone is going to listen.  I know our own 
fire district in Wilmington they discussed at the meeting last Monday night to raise the district 
budget.  It’s currently $193,000 to raise $300,000 more to go around the clock coverage with 
EMS so I don’t know why this hasn’t gotten people’s attention but we are trying and I wanted to 
point out and thank Shaun and Bill for going to Washington but meeting those people and 
getting in their face and getting them to know you is extremely important.   
Anyone else have anything to come before the board? 
 
MONTY:  I have a couple of resolutions from the floor.  Resolution number one is a condolence 
to the family of Brian Phinney, Sr. lifetime Lewis resident and county DPW employee.  He died 
suddenly just recently. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF BRIAN PHINNEY, SR.  Monty, 
unanimous 
 
MONTY:  Thank you and the second one is a resolution of condolence to the family of Catherine 
Sweatt.  She was also a lifelong resident of Lewis.  She was the Town Historian for fifty years.  
Her husband served on the Lewis Town Board for several years and was also town Justice.  
Her son Robert presently serves on the board. 
 
RESOLUTON OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF CATHERINE SWEATT. Monty, 
unanimous. 
 
MONTY: Thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Anything else? 
 
PALMER:  Just for information I’m sure you have been getting, you probably maybe have gotten 
them the 1095B forms and the 1095C forms those are both to do with Obama Care. They are 
essentially if you’re an employer, the insurance companies have to send the 1095B form and 
that form is essentially just says that you have coverage during the calendar previous calendar 
year and it talks about what dependents.  On the 1095B it talks about what dependents were on 
your plan.  It doesn’t have to be filed this year with your income tax. I suspect down the road it 
will be it’s a way of the Federal Government accounting for how people whether they are or 
aren’t actually getting insurance coverage.  When they ask that question on your income tax, 
‘did you have insurance coverage during the following year?’ this is part of that proof you will 
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eventually need as we go forward.  The 1095C’s are any employer over 50 which includes us 
has to send a notification out to every subscriber that says we provided the coverage and here 
is the cost and this is what your share of the cost was so those are the two forms you may see 
coming as members of the board you may get them from us and for any employer under 50 the 
insurance company will automatically send those out as well.  So if your employees start getting 
these they’re really this year just a notification purpose to save and keep with their income tax 
but eventually I think down the road they will be required as proof of coverage for the income tax 
purposes. 
 
PRESTON:  That it Dan? 
 
PALMER: That’s it. 
 
PRESTON:  Anything else?  If not, we stand adjourned.   
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this ways and means committee it 
was adjourned at 10:50 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


