
WAYS AND MEANS 
Monday, September 26, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Randy Preston – Chairman 
Thomas Scozzafava – Vice-Chairman 
 
Chairman Preston called this Ways and Means Committee Meeting to order at 10:00 
a.m. with a salute to the flag. Upon roll-call, the following Supervisors were found in 
attendance: Archie Depo, Bill Ferebee, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles 
Harrington, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, 
Ron Moore, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler 
and Charlie Whitson.  Edward Gardner had been previously excused.  (Mr. Giordano 
was absent for the roll call) 
 
Department Heads present were:  Michael Diskin, Judy Garrison, Charli Lewis, Dan 
Manning and Dan Palmer. 
 
News Media present:  Pete DeMola – Sun Community News and Denise Raymo – 
Press Republican. 
 
Also present:  Michael Blaise, Jim Dougan, Margaret Bartley, Wendy Sayward, Bonnie 
MacLeod and Bethany Kosimder. 
 
PRESTON:  I will call this meeting to order.  Please rise to the salute to the flag.  Roll 
call please.  We have no guests so we’ll move right to resolutions. 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Chairman – C. Harrington    Vice-Chairman -  N. Merrihew 

Monday, September 12, 2016 
 
 

1. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF CHARLES MAZUROWSKI.  
Harrington, unanimous 
 

2. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE FOLLOWING AS 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DESIGNEE PHYSICIANS, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH NEW YORK STATE MENTAL HYGIENE LAW: RYAN COATES, MD, JOHN 
ESPER, MD AND MAHMOUD HAMZA,  MD.   Marnell, Harrington 
 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING DEPARTMENT TO RFP FOR 
PROFESSIONAL RECRUITMENT AND PLACEMENT SERVICES FOR A QUALIFIED 
PSYCHIATRIST AT THE ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH CLINIC, AND TO 
AWARD A CONTRACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ESSEX COUNTY 
PROCUREMENT/PURCHASING POLICY, PROVIDING THAT THE AMOUNT OF THE 
CONTRACT DOES NOT EXCEED $26,000.   Merrihew, Harrington 
 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, September 26, 2016  2 
 

4. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT 
YEAR TWO OF A FIVE-YEAR WIC GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $361,604.00, AND 
FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SAME.   Scozzafava, Tyler 

5. RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 
REVIEWS AND POLICES/PROCEDURES OF THE PREVENTATIVE SERVICES 
APPROVED BY THE PHAC.   Tyler, Harrington 
 

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT TO APPLY 
FOR AND ACCEPT A NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
2015 ACCELERATED TRANSIT CAPITAL (ATC) FUNDING GRANT IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $32,189.00.   Tyler, Depo 
 

7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $32,189.00, 2015 ACCELERATED TRANSIT CAPITAL FUNDING GRANT.   Miga, 
Depo 
 

8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE TOTAL 
AMOUNT OF $7,575.00, SALE OF SURPLUS VEHICLE AND INSURANCE CLAIM.   
Miga, Depo.  Monty – opposed. 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Chairman – S. Gillilland     Vice-Chairman – G. Morrow 

Monday, September 12, 2016 
 

9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEGAL SERVICES TO BE OBTAINED FOR ALLISON 
McGAHAY, MARK WHITNEY AND WILLIAM FEREBEE IF THEY SO DESIRE, 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THEIR FEE, WITH RESPECT TO THE ARTICLE 78 
PROCEEDINGS BETHANY KOSMIDER V. ALLISON McGAHAY, MARK WHITNEY, 
ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS ET AL.   Gillilland, Moore.  Scozzafava, 
Monty, Morrow, Tyler – opposed. 
 

PRESTON:  Discussion? 
 
MANNING:  I just have a couple of comments.  Allison McGahay has chosen an 
attorney, James Walsh.  His hourly fees are $250.00 an hour not including any 
appellate work which might happen later on.  I spoke to Mark Whitney this morning.  He 
mentioned he had an attorney in mind and was going to get back to me as far as the fee 
so that’s the update so at this point we should have that all – I assume Mark will get 
back to me by regular board so we’ll have the full amounts. 
 
PRESTON: Any further discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes, I can’t support this.  I feel that we should allow them to look at 
what they want to look at.  I mean this is crazy to spend this kind of money when we 
had an opinion from Bob Freeman who is the head of the Freedom of Information, the 
FOIL Laws for the State of New York who has been there over thirty years.  In his 
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opinion, this information should have been made available and I think it’s a case that we 
are going to ultimately end up losing and spending a lot of money on. 
 
MANNING:  Yes I’ll just respond to that.  I have emailed to everyone copies of all the 
paperwork so that you can see it before full board.  What’s been emailed is the Article 
78 petition, my original FOIL response, Bill Ferebee’s appeal response, Freeman’s 
Freedom of Information opinion without getting too far into this, there’s more to this than 
meets the eye as far as what Mr. Scozzafava has stated.  I respect his position but I 
disagree with Mr. Freeman’s opinion although I highly respect him and there’s a split 
down in Albany as there is a split amongst the counties in the State on this issue so it is 
not – if it was something that was cut and dried I certainly would have given the 
information I don’t relish having to do extra work on a FOIL matter but it is not 
something that I feel we’re going to ultimately lose and I feel it’s an important issue. 
 
FEREBEE:  Again Tom I understand what you’re saying and again, it’s Mr. Freeman’s 
opinion and in thirty years he’s probably well justified his opinion but again it’s just an 
opinion.  As I said earlier it would have been a simple matter for Ms. Kosmider to come 
forward with a court order.  This would have been cut and dried by now as Mr. Manning 
has just stated, neither Albany, the R side or the D side can agree on what we should 
do.  One side says give it, one side says don’t so we really have not had anyone that 
could give us a solid answer as to what we should do.  I personally feel that Essex 
County is being singled out for this matter. I think it falls back to Board of Elections or 
election officials who are just testing the water to see if they can pressure a small 
county such as Essex County to make this move, to turn this document over therefore 
setting a precedent for other counties so I feel we’re doing the right thing. I agree yes, 
there’s a cost.  The cost could have been eliminated should a court order been obtained 
and we wouldn’t be having this discussion today.  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I second Mr. Ferebee’s remarks and in addition the cost comes to the 
fact that Mr. Manning had to recuse himself and in any case when our public attorneys 
have to recuse themselves we avail to other representation.  
 
PRESTON:  Any further discussion? 
 
TYLER: You know in our profession we have hearsay and innuendoes and everything 
all the time. I heard that in years past the county has given this information and I was 
wondering if that was true or not? 
 
MANNING:  There was a FOIL request made some years back I don’t remember when.  
Where this information was requested and I did grant it relying on Mr. Freeman’s 
opinion and not investigating it as thoroughly as I should have.  When I got this FOIL 
request I didn’t even remember I had anything to do with that one and then I looked at 
the statute and Mr. Freeman’s opinion at this time and came up with a completely 
different conclusion.  So yes, we did do one.  I didn’t even remember doing it. I do tons 
of these all the time but looking at the statute it’s not clearly written and the real issue is 
one of the exceptions to FOIL is a statute that prevents the dissemination of FOIL 
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matter so if a statute says no then you don’t do it.  That’s the issue here.  This statute, 
not as clearly as it should but pretty clearly says that in order to get at this information 
you need a court order.  So the second time around, I will admit I was wrong the first 
time around but this time around I’m looking at the statute more clearly and not just 
blindly relying on Mr. Freeman’s opinion I came to the conclusion that you need a court 
order and I’m just erring on the side of caution.  You know the paperwork that has been 
submitted the Article 78 petition doesn’t even ask for a court order you know as a belt 
and suspenders.  I don’t know why but. You’re right about that. 
 
PRESTON: Further discussion? 
 
MONTY:  That statute you described Dan, that’s never been challenged in court and 
any place else? 
 
MANNING:  No there’s never been.  This is pretty much a case of first – well, let me 
take that back.  There was a court case similar to this in another county that went to the 
Supreme Court level which is the lowest court level, didn’t go to any Appellate where 
this issue came up but they requested a court order is my recollection and a Judge 
granted it.  Now if there was a request for a court order and a Judge grants it that’s fine 
with me but this statute says, in my opinion we can’t release this FOIL information 
without a court order, the other side says no, you don’t need a court order. 
 
MONTY: What was the determination from that proceeding when they challenged that 
statute at that time?  What was the decision then at that level? 
 
MANNING:  I think it was – and I can get it to you.  I emailed everything else to you 
guys but I can get you that case so I don’t want to misspeak but I think it was that they 
got a court order and the other side said we don’t care, both sides said we don’t care as 
long as you get a court order.  Now they did get into some of this but number one, it’s a 
lower court case which doesn’t set any precedent for anybody and the way I read the 
statute it says court order. 
 
MONTY:  So is it too late for them to get a court order for this? 
 
MANNING: No, they could request a court order.  They’re not requesting a court order. 
 
MONTY: Right I’m just asking.  I didn’t know if there was a time frame where you have a 
certain time frame to request that court order? 
 
MANNING: Well, the statute doesn’t have a time frame but you’re going to have to have 
a legitimate, my opinion and the statute doesn’t say this but you’re going to have to 
have a very good reason for wanting – to back up your court order you just don’t say I 
want a court order. 
 
MONTY:  Right, obviously.  Thank you. 
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PRESTON:  Mr. Politi did you have something? 
 
POLITI:  No I was just going to say I can’t believe there’s no case law on this but you’ve 
answered the question. 
 
PRESTON: Anything further? 
 
MARNELL:  Tell me once again what is it that they are looking for?  What is the issue? 
 
MANNING:  They’re looking for electronic copies of the ballots of last November’s 
election so they want to see the actual electronic copy of the ballot. 
 
MARNELL: For all of them? 
 
MANNING:  I don’t do it for all of them but I guess it doesn’t make any difference. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  How did the Board of  Supervisor’s get involved?  Wouldn’t this be the 
call of the Commissioner?  Don’t they have that have that statutory right to give that 
information? 
 
MANNING: I’m the county designated FOIL Officer.  So you designated me and Bill is 
the Appellate person so because we are this lawsuit is against Bill and he’s also 
challenging my and Bill’s ruling and against the each of the Board of Commissioners.  
They have a split too.  Mark Whitney says release it.  Allison McGahay says don’t 
release it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   So if I requested a copy of the election results from the town of Moriah 
for the last election okay - 
 
MANNING:  You can get the results but not the actual ballot. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And I wanted to look at the ballots I would have to get a court order? 
 
MANNING:  That’s my opinion yes.  Well, read the statute Tom. You’re shooting from 
the hip.   You don’t know what you’re talking about. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I understand, the statutes can say what they want but it’s the perception 
of transparency, okay? 
 
MANNING:  I agree. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:    When you say you can’t look at a document it certainly seems as 
though you’re trying to hide something. 
 
MANNING: No. 
 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, September 26, 2016  6 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well, you can say no I can tell you.  I’ve been dealing with the public 
for thirty plus years and that’s the perception. 
 
MANNING:  Well I’ll tell you, listen there’s a procedure to exam the actual ballots early 
on before the election is certified before it is signed, sealed delivered and certified.  
There’s procedure and you can apply to do that and see the ballots thereafter if you 
read this statute there is no procedure for that and my supposition is that there has to 
be some finality with the exception of fraud if you can prove fraud, there has to be some 
finality to the election process and once it’s certified it’s done and you have that 
opportunity to look at those ballots during that time frame but thereafter this statute 
applies and this statute says in my opinion, you need a court order. 
 
PRESTON:  Okay we’re going to vote now.  All in favor of the resolution, please say aye 
and if you’re opposed can I see your hands so we’ve got them Tommy, Mr. Monty, Mr. 
Morrow and Mr. Tyler so be it.  Thank you. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairman – R. Politi     Vice-Chairman – N. Merrihew 

Monday, September 12, 2016 
 

10. RESOLUTION COMMITTING ESSEX COUNTY TO FUNDING TO MAKE CERTAIN 
THE NUTRITION BUILDING PROJECT IS COMPLETED AS PROPOSED.   Politi, 
Marnell 

PRESTON: Any discussion? 
 
MERRIHEW:  Just curious if we really need this?  It seems redundant.  If we’ve made a 
resolution committed to that I don’t understand why we’re making another saying no, 
we’re serious this time. 
 
PRESTON: I’m not sure where it came from? 
 
MONTY:  I just wanted to clarify the proposal if we could?  What is our proposal? 
 
PALMER: I have no idea. I have to be honest I missed this committee. I somehow was 
asleep at the wheel and was doing something else and the committee started without 
me but right now what you have on the books and what I’ve been directed to do as the 
County Manager is to proceed with this Nutrition Building project based upon $500,000 
in funded from the Forestry account and $400,000 funding from grant which Mike 
Mascarenas got out of the Youth Bureau so that gives me a budget of $900,000.  Now if 
this resolution is saying that we’re going to proceed with this project regardless of what 
the cost is that’s different.  If that’s the case you would probably want to set some kind 
of a limit to that.  I’m not saying that that’s not something you can do but if you’re going 
to do it we should define what that means.  The estimates that we’re getting truthfully for 
this project are running anywhere from 1.2 to 1.5 million if and fact you – we believe the 
last RFP that we went out for was for the modular.  The modular came in at about 1.2 
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million for that and then with site costs and construction of the excavation costs and 
those kinds of things it would probably be 1.5 million.  We believe that we can stick 
frame this thing and build it for less than 1.5 million so I don’t what the board is trying to 
do here.  If you’re essentially saying to me that you want this done regardless of price 
that’s one thing.  If you’re saying you want this done at 1.2 million that’s different as 
well. 
So Mike did get another $100,000 so that would be a million I’m assuming we would 
have.  So DSNY is essentially going to give us $100,000 if we pass a resolution 
authorizing us to go forward with this project at the million dollar cost is where we are. 
 
PRESTON:  So is that what we’re doing now? 
 
PALMER:  That’s what the dormitory authority needs in terms of their resolution. 
 
POLITI:  Yes, that is what I remember.  I don’t remember it written this way. 
 
MONTY:  Yes that is kind of confusing but now we have that $300,000 that was 
earmarked or just released for the nutrition program? 
 
PALMER:  $400,000, the original $400,000 grant – 
 
MONTY:  No, no there was an additional one recently I just read it. 
 
PALMER:  Mike got $100,000. 
 
MONTY:  No there was another $300,000 that was earmarked toward nutrition in Essex 
County I believe.  Don’t quote. I can get the information.  I just saw the email this 
morning but maybe we could have – 
PRESTON:  What this is here right now the light bulb just went off in order to get the 
$100,000 DSNY money you need a resolution you’re going to do the financing to 
complete the project because I’ve got one of these on my desks. 
 
MONTY:  That’s wonderful but would Jim be willing to come up and just maybe give us 
an update before we vote on this?  It sounds to me like there’s some confusion amongst 
the board where we are with this.  Is that possible? 
 
PALMER:  Sure I mean Jim can do that but I think we’re on the same page. I know 
we’re talking about I think you need a budget of about $1.2 million is what you need as 
far as stick frames. 
 
POLITI: I think this resolution is got to be supporting the $100,000, not necessarily the 
way it is drafted. 
 
PALMER:  Right, I do believe that’s the case. 
 
POLITI:  So if you will amend that I will amend the resolution to say that please. 
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PRESTON:  The DSNY request basically says a resolution that you are going to – you 
have the financing in place and the means to complete the project. 
 
MANNING:  Right you are committed to it. 
 
MONTY:  That’s probably how the resolution should read then.  If that’s what they need 
for us to receive that $100,000. 
 
PRESTON:  Because I just did the same thing so we are going to leave it the way it is?  
We’re okay for now? 
 
MANNING:  I’ll change it for regular. 
 
PALMER:  I’ll get it cleaned up for regular. 
 
PRESTON:  Get it cleaned up for regular. Any further discussion on this?  If not, all in 
favor, opposed – so carried. 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT TO 

APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A LEGISLATIVE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$10,000.00, FROM THE OFFICE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES; TO 
REPLACE A WALK IN COOLER/FREEZER UNIT AT THE ESSEX COUNTY 
NUTRITION CENTER.   Monty, Merrihew 
 

12. RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT TO THE ACCESS ADIRONDACKS MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING AMONG PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS REGARDING 
RECREATIONAL ACCESS TO ADIRONDACK STATE LANDS.  Moore, unanimous 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE DPW COMMITTEE 
Chairman – G. Morrow     Vice–Chairman – M. Marnell 

Monday, September 19, 2016 
 

GARRISON:  Resolution authorizing the issuance of up to $5,000,000.00 aggregate 
principal amount serial bonds of the County of Essex, State of New York, pursuant to 
the local finance law, to finance the costs of the construction and reconstruction of 
bridges in and for the county.   

 
PRESTON:  Discussion? 
 
MANNING:  I’d like to do the seeker resolution prior to this resolution in order to be able 
to borrow money on a capital project such as this which is a replacement of bridges. 
There has to be a determination by this board pursuant to the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act so I’d like to temporarily place this on the table and ask for this 
present resolution which will be entitled, “Environmental Compliance Resolution to 
make findings and determinations relevant to the issuance of up to $5 million dollars 
aggregate principal amount serial bonds for the County of Essex, to finance the cost of 
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the construction and reconstruction of bridges in and for the County.”  That’s the title of 
the resolution because this is a replacement in kind of bridges and not the construction 
of brand new bridges this is a type 2 action under a seeker and in that respect I’d ask 
for a motion and a second designated this as an action under seeker. 
 
PRESTON:  So the easiest thing would probably be to just both the mover and the 
seconder just to withdraw for now? 
 
MANNING:  Or we could just pick it up off the table after. 
 
PRESTON: So if both the mover and seconder is okay to withdraw we’ll withdraw for 
now?  So does someone want to move this resolution on a seeker?  Mr. Tyler, 
seconded by Mr. Depo.  Any discussion at this point?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so 
carried. 
 

13. ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE RESOLUTION TO MAKE FINDINGS AND 
DETERMINATIONS RELEVANT TO THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $5 MILLION 
DOLLARS AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT SERIAL BONDS FOR THE COUNTY 
OF ESSEX, TO FINANCE THE COST OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
RECONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES IN AND FOR THE COUNTY.  Tyler, Depo 
 

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $5,000,000.00 
AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT SERIAL BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, 
STATE OF NEW YORK, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW, TO FINANCE 
THE COSTS OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY.  Depo, Morrow 
 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $3,620,000.00 
AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT SERIAL BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, 
STATE OF NEW YORK, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW, TO FINANCE 
THE COSTS OF VARIOUS APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION 
AND MAINTENANCE IN AND FOR THE COUNTY.  Morrow, Tyler 
 

PRESTON: Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  I just want to say that when we were at the NYSAC conference one of the 
seminars was on managing your highway fleet and they are a strong proponent of this 
plan that Jim and Chris have come up with.  I just want to echo my appreciate to them 
for that.  They seem to be on the road of what is recommended across the State so 
thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Further discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried. 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO BID AND AWARD 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES ON THE GREENOUGH ROAD BRIDGE IN THE TOWN 
OF NORTH HUDSON IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $35,000.00; AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT FOR THE SAME.   Moore, Morrow 
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17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FISH HATCHERY TO CHARGE FOR FISH THAT 
IS BEING USED FOR PRIVATE ENTITES AND PRIVATE PURPOSES.  Moore, 
Harrington 

 
PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
MONTY: I just for my own information because we missed the discussion last Monday, 
any towns are not going to pay for their fish but any outside interests who are looking for 
fish will be paying for them.  Is that what I’m understanding? 
 
PALMER:  Not quite. 
 
MONTY:  That’s what I thought. 
 
PALMER:  So let me just – this will probably need some additional wording but I think 
the intent was if the county was purchasing for a private entity for private purposes they 
would still have to pay but if it was for public use and public benefit they would not so I 
think the resolution authorizing the fish hatchery to charge for fish that are being used 
for private entities and private purposes but exempting the eighteen towns from charges 
when such purposes are for public benefit. 
 
MONTY:  I know what it says but –  
 
PALMER:  I think the intent was that if it was scheduled to be used to be put in public 
waters or open to the public for a fishing derby or anything like that that they wouldn’t be 
charged but if it was a town purchasing for a private group that was going to stock a 
private lake then they would in fact charge. 
 
PRESTON:  Further discussion on the resolution?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so 
carried. 
 
MARNELL:  I had a check for $1,000 I sent ten days ago for fish, be returned to the 
Town of Schroon. 
 
PRESTON:  Check is already cashed. 
 
PALMER:  No, truthfully there are a number of checks that we have received. I actually 
talked to Wendy down in DPW a number of checks came in, I told her to hold on to all 
those checks until this resolution gets through, if it gets through then we’ll return checks. 
 
MARNELL: Thank you. 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO PAY 

THE TOWN OF NORTH ELBA, $66,593.20, WITH 50% REIMBURSABLE GRANT, 
FOR THE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS.  
Marnell, Morrow 
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RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chairman – R. Moore     Vice-Chairman – C. Whitson 

Monday, September 19, 2016 
 

19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CSEA  AND ESSEX COUNTY MANAGEMENT 
REGARDING THE HOURLY RATES PAID TO THOSE EMPLOYEES HOLDING 40 
HOUR POSITIONS.  Moore, Gillilland 
 
 

FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 
Chairman – T. Scozzafava     Vice-Chairman – R. Moore 

Monday, September 19, 2016 
 

20. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE MINGO FAMILY.  Marnell, unanimous 
 

21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEVY OF UNPAID 2016/2017 VILLAGE AND 
SCHOOL TAXES, AND ALL ROAD, WATER, SEWER AND GARBAGE RENTS ON 
THE 2017 TAX LEVY.  Scozzafava, Moore 
 

22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION – HOME BUYER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
COUNTYWIDE.  Miga, Moore 
 

GARRISON:  Resolution authorizing North Country Community College to establish a 
capital project and obtain 50% state reimbursement in the amount of $125,000. 
 
PALMER:  This probably should read a little bit differently I think probably what it should 
say is a resolution authorizing North Country Community College to make use of 
previously approved capital funding in the amount of $125,000, in order to leverage 
50% State matching funds.  These were funds that we already provided to the college in 
previous years, they just uncovered that they had not been used previously so this 
resolution essential just says that they can make use of those use of those funds for 
State purposes. 

 
23. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NORTH COUNTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO 

MAKE USE OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED CAPITAL FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$125,000, IN ORDER TO LEVERAGE 50% STATE MATCHING FUNDS.   Politi, 
Scozzafava 
 

PRESTON:  Discussion? 
 
PALMER:  In addition to that I did talk to the College.  This money is slated for a number 
of different items equipment, new desks, some computers, even maintenance items like 
trucks those kinds of things and those are all legitimate charges under the capital 
project funding for the college. 
 
PRESTON:  Any further discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried. 
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24. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REAL PROPERTY OFFICE TO PURCHASE A 
WIDE FORMAT PRINTER IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $12,731.00 FROM 
BUDGETED FUNDS.  Tyler, Moore 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR, AND ACCEPT THE ROUND 4 STATEWIDE INTEROPERABLE 
COMMUNICATIONS GRANT (ROUND 4 SICG) FROM THE NEW YORK STATE 
DIVISION OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $420,814.00.  Gillilland, Miga 
 

PRESTON: Any discussion?  Do you have a question Dan? 
 

 MANNING:  I do. Since I’m going to be drafting these resolutions, what is it for and you 
are going to give authority just to expend that money without the board taking a look at 
what they are buying? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good point. 
 

 MANNING:  All three of these resolutions are authorizing the expenditure without saying 
what it’s for and giving you guys a chance to take a look at it, just my opinion. 

 
PRESTON: Mike do you know anything about these?  Do you want to come up please? 
 

 BLAISE:  Good morning.  The Round 4 Interoperable Communications grant is going to 
be used for repairs to the Terry Mountain Tower to install interoperable base stations at 
select radio sites for use on the National Interop frequencies and for an alarm system 
on our new radio system. 
 
PRESTON:  Further questions for Mr. Blaise in regards to this resolution? 
 

 MANNING: And that is all going to be subject to our procurement policy and to 
competitive bidding and all that? 
 
BLAISE:  Correct. 
 
MANNING:  So that might want to be added on the end of it. 
 

 GILLILLAND: What’s the suspense on this grant for submission?  You know what date 
that it is supposed to be in? 
 
BLAISE: The end of next year. 
 

 GILLILLAND:  So how come this is coming through here now without coming through 
committee? 
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 BLAISE:  We wanted to get it in before we submitted our budgets or else we couldn’t 
include it in our budget. 
 

 PALMER:  Typically these are yearly grants we do do these, these Homeland Security 
grants do come through there is discussion at the committee.  I almost think there was 
discussion about this one.  I don’t know the specific date that we talked about it but this 
is again, a reoccurring yearly grant that every year the Emergency Services Department 
applies for and pays for significant portions of the equipment they use down there. 
Again, I think this is probably like Dan said as long as it’s understood that this is 
purchased according to procurement policy and is subject to competitive bidding I don’t 
have a huge issue with it.  It is grant funded. 
 

 MONTY:  I just think I agree and kind of piggyback off Shaun, if we are going to be 
asked to accept something we should know what we are looking at here.  So I would 
think they have one of our biggest budgets and they seem to spend a lot of money that 
we should know what we are spending it on by having it broken down when it comes to 
us. 
 
POLITI: I agree too. I can’t believe that you didn’t know about this last week?  It could 
have gone through committee just as easily.  I know that it’s not a big deal but still. 
 
PALMER: I will check again but I do think we had discussion on this earlier in the year.  
I do think this discussion came up at a public safety meeting. I will research before 
regular board to get you that discussion but I believe it was discussed. 
 
POLITI:  That’s alright. Thank you.  Shaun is the head of the committee; he didn’t seem 
to know about it so. 
 
PALMER: I think it was there. 
 
BLAISE: I believe we talked about it before but we never included the words expend. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So the reason for this today is budget workshop is coming up, to get it 
into your tentative budget request for the appropriation and then the revenue for 2017, 
correct? 
 
BLAISE:  Yes. 
 

 SCOZZAFAVA:  So I mean that’s going to be in there but it is going to have to have the 
backing through the budget process where a lot of that information that we’re talking 
about here today would be made available.  So for next week I’m sure you can get a 
more detailed resolution in place for full board and we can bring it through this 
committee and then bring it to full board. 
 
MANNING:  Can I interject again? 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Absolutely. 
 

 MANNING:  The way I read this is you want to be able to apply for and accept Round 4 
funding right?  Would if you just removed the word now expend and then you can 
expend it down the road pursuant to the board’s evaluation and subject to competitive 
bidding and procurement policy so just remove the word expend for now.  I don’t know if 
that mucks it up.  I don’t know anything about it. 
 
PRESTON: If that is okay?  That seems logical, with the mover and the seconder? 
Okay, we’re going to remove expend.  Any other discussion on this?  All in favor, 
opposed, so carried. 

 
26. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 

EXPEND THE 2015-16 PSAP OPERATIONS GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$166,248.00.  Marnell, Gillilland 
 

PRESTON: Mike do you want to give an explanation to this? 
 
BLAISE:  The PSAP grant is a yearly grant based on a formula.  We use that for 
personnel expenses, maintenance costs, equipment costs and training costs. 
 
GILLILLAND: So is this for the 2017 expended or 2016? 
 
BLAISE: This is the 2016 grant, it’s due at the end of the year. 
 
GILLILLAND: Okay. 
 
PRESTON: Further discussion on the resolution? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: What’s PSAP mean? 
 
BLAISE: Public safety answering point. 
 
PALMER:  That’s your 911 center. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Any further discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried. 

 
27. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 

EXPEND THE 2016-17 PSAP OPERATIONS GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$170,972.00.  Morrow, Gillilland. 
 

PRESTON: Mike. 
 
BLAISE: This is the same grant but for next year. 
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PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
McNALLY:  I’m a little concerned about all these grants coming in, I haven’t heard any 
of it spent on that maintenance program that we pay every year for that system up 
there.  Is there any way we can use this to offset that maintenance package? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Good point. 
 
PALMER:  I don’t think the grant provides that you can use it for continuing 
maintenance? 
 
BLAISE:  Yes we can use this grant for maintenance costs on our cab and 911 phone 
software. 
 
McNALLY:  My biggest concern is, I’ve been in the fire service for thirty-five years and 
I’ve seen a lot of our local fire departments you know if they get money they spend 
sometimes not wisely on things they buy things they want instead of need and before 
we do that with any of this money I’d like to see this applied to our maintenance contract 
that is going to be an ongoing thing for numerous years. 
 
MONTY:  Again since this is for the future should we get rid of expend out of it again as 
we did for the first one as a future grant, to apply and accept? 
 
PALMER:  This one needs to be expended by the end of the year. 
 
MONTY:  ‘16/’17. 
 
BLAISE:  End of next year.  We were told that we had to put it in here that way, put it in 
our budget. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think Mr.  McNally raised a good point and I think Dan if you get the 
opportunity that you need to read through these grants and see exactly what they can 
and can’t be used for because if it can be used for that $100,000 plus thousand 
maintenance program that we have to do – this is a lot of money that we are talking 
about here and I think we need to have an absolutely handle on what it can and cannot 
be used for. 
 
PRESTON:  So are we going to remove expend on this one? 
 
MANNING: I think that’s the whole point.  These are a little bit different than the first one 
and that’s all I’ll say because I don’t know anything about it. 
 
PRESTON: Okay, well then let’s vote on the resolution as it stands.  All in favor, 
opposed – so carried. 
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GARRISON:  There is a copy of a resolution on your desks, a budget amendment 
request for the Department of DPW, authorizing a transfer for the Haselton Bridge in the 
amount of $542,600 and it breaks it down underneath for each bridge. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Move it. 
 
PRESTON: Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Morrow. 
 

28. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $542,600.00, FOR HASELTON BRIDGE PROJECT.  Scozzafava, 
Morrow 

 
PRESTON:  Discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried.  Anything else from 
the floor? 
 
PALMER:  In reference to the nutrition building, like I said we went to bid for the 
modular.  It came back at $1.2 million with the site costs it was going to be $1.5 based 
upon the building itself what it would look like I think we all that have been involved in it 
agreed that it probably is not the direction that the county would want to proceed. So 
what I would request is a resolution rejecting the bids for the nutrition modular RFP and 
to return any bid bonds that were submitted.  We had a couple of companies that 
submitted a bid bond; they had money in an escrow account with us I’d like to get that 
money back to them. 
 

29.  RESOLUTION REJECTING ALL SUBMITTED BIDS RELATIVE TO THE 
CONSTRUCITON OF THE NUTRITION BUILDING AND RETURNING ALL BID 
DEPOSITS TO BIDDERS.  Harrington, Miga. 
 
 

PRESTON:  Discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried.  Anything else from 
the floor? 
 
TYLER:  We are having a ceremony on October 10 in Westport in recognition of the Old 
School House there it is 200 years old and doing some research it’s the oldest school 
building left in Essex County and I’d like to get a resolution of recognition.  I have the 
paperwork into Judy already and maybe we can get a plaque and I can present it at the 
ceremony? 
 
PRESTON:  You certainly can.   
 

30. RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE STONE SCHOOL 
HOUSE IN WESTPORT.  Tyler, unanimous. 

 
 
PRESTON: Thank you.  Anything else from the floor? 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  I see Bonnie MacLeod here.  Are we doing anything on the tethering 
public hearing? 
 
PRESTON:  I would refer that to Mr. Gillilland’s committee. 
 
GILLILLAND:  It’s on the table right now.  We tabled it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So we tabled the date to set a public hearing?  I mean the law is the 
question until you have the hearing.  You can’t adopt the law until – correct Dan? 
 
MANNING:  Right. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Until you have a public hearing. I mean I have no issue going to a 
public hearing so we can at least – 
 
GILLILLAND: The copy that was put forth prior has changed, has been amended. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So then that has to be presented back to the board – 
 
GILLILLAND:  That’s correct. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Before we can – so we don’t have the amended version? 
 
GILLILLAND: I sent the amended version to all the members unofficially to get their 
opinions and I got about half of the member’s back on their opinions on it and if we want 
to bring that up we now have an amended proposed law so that’s going to have to be 
put forward as the amended law in order to schedule a public hearing so based on the 
support that I received unofficially and stuff like that I thought the better tactic would be 
to reintroduce it next month as the amended in public and then move forward. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  You’re welcome. 
 
PRESTON:  Anyone else have anything?  Just a note of interest maybe for you after 
months and months and months myself, Patty Bashaw and others are going to Albany 
for a meeting with the Deputy Secretary who is the head of Health and Human Services 
in regards to the EMS crisis that’s happening in rural counties and New York so finally 
we are going to have a meeting face to face with somebody that oversees the 
Department of Health. I’m hopeful that they’ll listen to our concerns so I just wanted to 
share that with everyone and if there’s nothing else to come before this committee we 
stand adjourned.  Thank you. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Ways and Means 
Committee it was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, September 26, 2016  18 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


