
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

 
 
Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman McNally called this PubIic Safety Committee Meeting to order at 10:36 a.m. 
with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Ed Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph 
Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, Ron 
Moore, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom Scozzafava, Ike Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson 
and Charlie Whitson.  Wes Miga had been previously excused.   

 
Department Heads present were: Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty, Brandon Boutelle, Judy 

Garrison, Don Jaquish, Dan Palmer and Sue Montgomery-Corey.  Allison McGahay, Kristy 
Sprague and Wayne Taylor had been previously excused.   

 
Also present were:  Lori Swan, Jen Fifield and Laura Steenburg 
 
News Media:  Pete DeMola - Sun Community News 
 

 
McNALLY:  I will call this public safety committee meeting to order.  First on the agenda 
Veteran’s office.   
 
MERRIHEW:  Veterans has no report this month.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you. 
County Sealer, Wayne Taylor is excused.  Board of Elections – Allison McGahay is excused, 
Sue Montgomery Corey. 
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Sue Montgomery-Corey 
reporting as follows: 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Good morning.  We’re really pleased to be here this morning.  I 
know Allison wanted to be but due to the weather she’s in a no school situation.  She did 
suggest over the weekend that I stop by and introduce to you the new Democratic staff for the 
Board of Elections and I have them with me today.  This is Jen Fifield.  Jen is from the Town of 
Newcomb and she is the Deputy Democratic Commissioner going forward and this is Lori Swan 
she is from the Town of Moriah which I think would please Tom I would hope and she will be our 
Clerk Tec and today is their very first day on the job and so we are trying to make sure they get 
a good start but I wanted to also take a minute and thank Laura Steenburg who has been 
serving as our temporary Deputy over the last couple of months.  That’s Laura in the back.  
Thank you Laura.  She jumped in with both feet and has done a really wonderful job of trying to 
keep things moving and also helping to ornate me which is not always the easiest thing so that’s 
been a good thing.  
The other thing I wanted to do is recognize the two Republican staff members I’m sorry Allison 
isn’t here today for that.  They’re back holding the fort down but as I told the board as I met with 
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you last Shona Doyle and Krista Mauran have been incredibly helpful and smart and thoughtful 
and in terms of public service that’s as good as it gets so I think you’re very lucky to have them 
on your side and we’re lucky to have them on our side and we’re looking forward to working with 
all of them so that’s all that I have today. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you Sue.  Anybody have any questions for Sue?  Thank you very much. 
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney.  Kristy Sprague was previously 
excused. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services Department with Don 
Jaquish reporting as follows: 
 
JAQUISH:  Good morning.  You should have had my report to look at at your leisure. You 
should have gotten it in your mailboxes.  If you have any questions? 
There is one item that was brought to my attention Friday.  We have a $420,000 interoperability 
SICG grant and in that is a purchase for a Motorola comparator, it’s a sole source purchase so 
I’m going to need a resolution authorizing the sole source purchase of the voting comparator 
display and alarm notification for $95,681.00, and the remote consoles of $11,698.00 for a total 
of $107,379.00 all be paid for by the SICG grant funds.  It was authorized before but we are 
doing a sole source purchase which is I have the letter of authorization from the State and we 
just want – I guess we need permission to do that sole source purchase so I’d like a resolution 
to do so. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT A SOLE 
SOURCE PURCHASE OF A VOTING COMPARATOR DISPLAY AND ALARM 
NOTIFICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $95,681.00; AND THE PURCHASE OF REMOTE 
CONSOLES IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,698.00 FROM MOTOROLA WELLS. 
Moved by Mr. Harrington, seconded by Mr. Moore. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH:  That’s all I have for today. 
 
McNALLY:  Does anybody have any questions for Mr. Jaquish?   
 
MONTY:  Don I want to thank you for that report.  It was very thorough, It was very good. I really 
appreciate it. 
 
JAQUISH:  You’re most welcome sir. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else?  Alright, you’re all set.  Thank you. 
 
JAQUISH:  Thank you. 
 

************************* 
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 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw 
reporting as follows: 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning everyone.  My report is included in emergency services report and 
then just a quick update.  The draft is in its final stages we should have that this week I think.  
We have a strategic planning session set up in March, the beginning of March and the 
committee has been active in moving forward so other than that, not much to report. 
 
McNALLY: Does anybody have any questions for Patty?  I guess we’re all set. That was easy. 
 
BASHAW:  Yes. Thank you. 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office.  Richard Cutting was absent. 
 
 

**************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department. 
 
BEATTY: You have a copy of my monthly report.  Does anybody have any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Does anybody have any questions?  I guess, not. Thank you. 
 

************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender with Brandon Boutelle reporting 
as follows: 
 
BOUTELLE:  Good morning everyone.  I just wanted to give you a year in review.  We just 
compiled our statistics from 2016.  We were referred 912 cases and we disposed of 827 cases.  
There is cases that are carried over so it’s not a one for one, one in and one out.  Just for 
comparison in 2015, we were referred 792 cases we disposed 800 cases.  In 2014 we were 
referred 852 cases we disposed 867 cases so our trend is still about the same level as it has 
been for the last three years.  I would guess in light of our President’s executive orders I don’t 
think our case load is going to go down if there is going to be a new push on war on crime or 
war on drugs so I think our case load is going to remain stable if not, uptick and with the number 
of attorneys we have we’re still well within case load standards by various attorney 
organizations and we’re doing good on that.  For conflicts we can’t represent someone due to a 
conflict of interest they are referred out to a private attorney.  I know assigned counsel is always 
a sore subject but our conflicts again have remained almost identical over the last three years.  
2016, we had 75 conflicts, 2015; we had 77 and 2014 we had 114 so it’s been fluctuating 
around 75 for the last three years. 
State funding and grants the last three, four years the state the office of Indigent Legal Services 
has been issuing grants that my secretary diligently writes and we were able to bring in a 
considerable amount of revenue into paying for some of our attorneys, part salaries, part of our 
infrastructure needs, everything, training so the actual outlay of county funds has remained 
almost static since I’ve been here and that’s thanks to the State funding. 
One of the hot topics is a push for centralized arraignments or ensure that there’s counsel at 
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every arraignment that occurs in the county.  You are maybe aware that a law was passed that 
provides the necessary statutory frame work to allow a Judge to sit anywhere in the county and 
do an arraignment for any other town that is supposed to help the counties try to figure out a 
plan on how to best dress, provide counsel at arraignments.  The law doesn’t say that this must 
happen it just provides the frame work to make it happen and that’s kind of the challenge to put 
it lightly is how to do that.  Some counties have gone to a holding cell system with a court 
adjacent to a holding cell where the arraignments take place.  I don’t believe our county is 
equipped to do that right now and I’m not sure what the cost would be?  Other counties that 
have more attorneys that are indigenous to the county like an on call system where attorneys 
are paid per arraignment, paid to be on call. In our county we don’t have enough attorneys to be 
assigned for criminal cases let alone to the assigned our willing to be on call after hours and for 
midnight arraignments.  Frankly, just covering business hour arraignments is a challenge for us. 
I mean if there is an arraignment in Ticonderoga this afternoon it takes one of my attorneys at 
least an hour there, an hour back for probably a ten, fifteen minute proceeding so it’s just not 
sustainable to continue the model we have now where every town arraigns whenever so trying 
to get on the same page with the Magistrates Associates.  I know that the President of the 
Magistrates Association Judge Venne from the Town of Moriah, he has been reaching out to 
some of the other players, the Sheriff, the District Attorney, to the State Office of Court 
Administration for some guidance on how we can do this.  After a lot of conversations what 
usually it comes back around is a holding cells and then some court that is adjacent or around a 
holding cell.  We’re not close to making that happen.  I know the Sheriff is not here.  I think the 
State Sheriff’s Association is not exactly thrilled with this idea due to their increase in resources 
that would require for transporting prisoners, maintaining holding cells so it’s a work in progress 
that’s being discussed right now there’s no deadlines or no penalties.  I guess the only penalty 
is that the county is vulnerable to a lawsuit if someone is arraigned without an attorney and 
something happens but there’s 57 other counties that’s in the same boat who did not get State 
funding through the Hurrell-Harring settlement.  I know right now the defense organizations are 
again lobbying for the bill that was vetoed by the Governor to reimburse the counties for 
Indigent Defense.  I guess we’ll see where that goes.  I won’t hold my breath or there’s talk of 
litigation again against the State on behalf of the county is that we’re provided funding for the 
settlement so a lot still influx but I think we are as in good shape as we can with what we have 
to work with.  So with that said, is there any questions? 
 
McNALLY: Does anybody have anything for Brandon? I guess we’re all set.  Thank you. 
Does anybody have anything further to come before the Public Safety Committee?  I guess 
we’re adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  

 
 

 


