
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, August 14, 2017 

Steve McNally, Chairman 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairman 

Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Committee to order at 10:27 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Edward Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, 
Charles Harrington, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Gerald Morrow, Roby 
Politi, Randy Preston, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Charles Whitson, 
Jr. Wester Miga, James Monty, and Ron Moore had been previously excused.  

Department Heads present were: Judy Garrison, Dan Palmer, Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty and 
Donald Jaquish. 
Kristy Sprague, Allison MaGahay and Sue Montgomery-Corey had been previously excused. 
Sheriff Cutting was absent. 

Deputies present: Michael Blaise 

New Media: Pete DeMola - Denton Publications, and Denise Raymo - Press Republican. 

MCNALLY: I’ll call this Public Safety Committee meeting to order. 

************** 

The first item on the agenda was the Veteran’s Office with Noel Merrihew and no report was 
given.  

************************ 

The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer with Wayne Taylor reporting as follows: 

TAYLOR: I am here to answer any questions, I sent you a report. 

MCNALLY: Does anybody have any questions for Wayne?  

************************ 

The next item on the agenda was Board of Elections with Allison McGahay and Sue 
Montgomery-Corey having been previously excused and no report given.  

************************ 

The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney’s Office with Kristy Sprague having been 
previously excused and no report was given.  
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************************ 

 
The next item on the agenda was Emergency Services with Don Jaquish reporting as follows:  
 
JAQUISH: Good morning, you have the monthly report if there are any questions I am here or 
you can give me a call afterwards. The resolution that I have and we need is a resolution 
authorizing the purchase and installation; I would like to add installation into that, of the Repage 
equipment for the Town of Newcomb, in the $12,768.50 and authorizing the relocation of the 
one that’s in Newcomb to the Town of Essex in the amount of $4,272.50. What we’re doing here 
is again tweaking the paging system. As, I’ve told you before we’re trying to smooth out some of 
the issues after the build of a new system. There will probably be a couple of more things that 
we’re going to do, but this one is going to relocate the repeater that’s located in Newcomb onto 
the water tower in Newcomb and I talked to Wes Miga and some town board members there 
and they’re all okay with doing that and then I would like to take the old repage; which is a much 
lower power unit and mount it on the tower at Essex Fire Station to fill some gaps in that area 
for paging.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF THE REPAGE 
EQUIPMENT FOR THE TOWN OF NEWCOMB, IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,768.50 WITH 
GRANT FUNDS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF THE TOWN OF 
NEWCOMB’S OLD REPAGE EQUIPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,272.50, WITH FUNDS 
TO COME FROM THE RADIO PROJECT. 
This was moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Gillilland.  
 
MCNALLY: Questions, concerns?  
 
PALMER: And we are putting these, these are listed separately as resolutions, but I think we’re 
going to push those together, because they’re obviously related. So, we’ll do those as one 
resolution.  
 
MCNALLY: Alright, all in favor? Opposed? Carried   
 
JAQUISH: And that’s all I have for today.  
 
MCNALLY: Alright, anybody have anything for Mr. Jaquish? All right, you’re all set, thank you 
 
JAQUISH: Thank you Steve.  
 

************************ 
 
The next item on the agenda was Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw reporting as 
follows:  
 
BASHAW: Good morning everybody. My report also is in, the report for Emergency Services. 
we do have another meeting with the Committee, on Wednesday, I think it is and Randy and I 
spoke to the Governor’s Office, I think it was August 1st and there is definitely is a plan in place 
as far as supporting us and we have some tasks we need to get done for his office, basically by 
the end of the month, so we’re working hard on that.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: For a Countywide District and support in what way?  
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GILLILLAND: Some of the lower cost items that were on that list and stuff like that, fast track an 
approval and also possibility of financial support; if the plan goes through and is approved by 
this Board to staff and equip County responders.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Support it how?  
 
GILLILLAND: Money 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, but I mean are we getting any movement?  
 
GILLILLAND: We’re getting some movement right now; we don’t have those kinds of details yet.  
 
BASHAW: Correct 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: To form a countywide?  
 
GILLILLAND: I have talked to Betty Little about it. I have talked to Dan Stec; it’s going to take a 
legislative initiative. Betty said she will introduce it. She has given some reservations about 
establishing, there may be some resistance in the legislation establishing another taxing district, 
so it’s coming upon us to show that this actually will end up as a reduction in the long term in 
different taxing entities.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It sets up as a benefit versus ad valorem. 
 
GILLILLAND: Right. 
 
TYLER: Patty is there a County protocol for activating a helicopter to transport for EMS?  
 
BASHAW: Yes 
 
TYLER: Could you send that out?  
 
BASHAW: To the supervisors? Absolutely 
 
TYLER: Great 
 
BASHAW: Basically what it entails, we’re doing the same thing they’re doing with law 
enforcement. We’re sending the closest car or closest helicopter concept. I have a map that 
shows 10 minute flight times for both services that are in our County and one thing if you folks 
are interested in, particularly the ones that are in the LifeNet area, I can clearly have them come 
and do a very short presentation, because I think there’s some misinformation out there on the 
cost of the helicopter and what the patient actually pays in the end and I would be more than 
happy to do that.  
 
TYLER: Yeah, I think maybe. This goes into my next question was going to be, the reason other 
than North Country Life Flight, obviously the answer is where the closest one is?  
 
BASHAW: Absolutely, so for an example this, Elizabethtown falls into this area. We’ve activated 
them twice for a critical motorcycle accident and for a very bad fracture at Split Rock. Their flight 
time from activation from here was 8 minutes and 11 minutes. In the past, and then later on we 
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activated Life Flight and it was something like a 35 flight time. So, there’s clearly a difference in 
the flight time. I will be more than happy to have them come and if you wanted them at a Board 
Meeting or Emergency Services, I could do that.  
 
TYLER: Who makes the decision to activate?  
 
BASHAW: So, what we did was we set up, we were actually having people call helicopters 
based on the cost of helicopter; which never should be patient care judged on that. It shouldn’t 
happen that way. So, what we did was we put into place the policy where for certain criteria and 
it’s a short list, its motor vehicle crashes with extrication, motor vehicle crashes with entrapment, 
there’s a short list, I can also get that sent to you folks as well. If the call falls into that short list 
then the helicopter is, either helicopter is put on standby or in Life Flight’s case they’re activated, 
if they don’t do a standby and then once the crew gets on the scene they can make the 
determination as to whether or not the helicopter is needed 
 
TYLER: Thank you very much  
 
BASHAW: You’re welcome 
 
MCNALLY: Anything else? I guess you’re all set, thank you.  
 

 
************************ 

 

 
The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff's Office with Richard Cutting absent and no report 
was given.  
 

 
************************ 

 

 
The next item on the agenda was Probation with Juliann Beatty reporting as follows: 
 
BEATTY: You have a report from me, so unless somebody has any questions, I nothing else to 
add.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We have had this discussion earlier, but I certainly want to make it public and 
on the record that I have one constituent who has expressed his concerns publicly and on social 
media and so on in regards to restitution. He has not received restitution, so I would just and 
obviously he has not received restitution, has received payments and obviously the Board of 
Supervisors is getting blamed for it and I made it very clear that the Board of Supervisors has no 
control over that issue whatsoever. So, I am not looking to defend myself, but I do think that it’s 
important that our constituency knows how restitution works and I understand that the victims 
are usually better off than the people that stole from them or whatever, but if you could just take 
a few minutes and explain how this whole system works I would appreciate it.  
 
BEATTY: Okay, restitution is ordered by courts for victims and probation in this County is the 
designated agency that collects restitution. So, do you want me to discuss particulars of your 
situation?  
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PALMER: I wouldn’t. 
 
BEATTY: Without names. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes, yes. 
 
PALMER: As long as you’re general.  
 
BEATTY: So, if somebody is sentenced to prison they can also be ordered to pay restitution. 
Our Department lets the Department of Correction and Community Supervision know that there 
is a restitution order. So, well somebody is incarcerated and in prison, if they receive monies in 
their accounts or the earn monies, they have to send that money to us and then we send money 
to the victims. When a person is released on parole, we have a good relationship with parole 
here, they assume responsibility for those defendants and let them know that they have this 
monthly obligation to make restitution payment and that also comes through our Department. 
We reimburse victims monthly as we get payments. Once somebody is off Parole there’s no 
criminal legal mechanism to continue to try and enforce that restitution order. So, people can 
and if it’s a County court case and someone goes to prison, there’s always a judgment filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. So, unfortunately it then becomes the victim’s responsibility to try and 
get a civil judgment, some sort of income execution, any other civil mechanism they have to try 
and recoup that money. It’s unfortunate; often times defendants do not pay. If somebody is 
sentenced to Probation, the whole time they’re on Probation we monitor them, insure that they 
make monthly payments, if they become delinquent we file violations of probation with the court 
and it would be the same with a conditional discharge where they are not under our supervision, 
but we continue to write letters, contact people and say you have this monthly obligation and we 
also file violations with the court. Once the case is over and it really has nothing more to do with 
our Department, it’s out of our hands and I do have to say that our Department is very sensitive 
to victims and they’re very important to us, so we want victims made whole. So, does that 
answer what you’re looking for?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I guess, yes. So, they’re on probation, your Department’s job is to monitor and 
see that they’re making restitution?  
 
BEATTY: Yes 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: If they’re not making restitution it’s referred to court?  
 
BEATTY: Yes 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And at that point it’s out of your hands?  
 
BEATTY: It’s referred to the court, but for a violation of probation. People on probation, we also 
have our own internal sanctions for people, if somebody is behind in a restitution payment I will 
not sign a travel permit, somebody should not be going on vacation when they owe money on a 
case to a victim.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And then Parole is pretty much the same, until they are off Parole and then at 
that point you have no control?  
 
BEATTY: I can’t speak for Parole in terms of what sanctions they may utilize, but once they’re 
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off parole there is no law enforcement monitoring of this money.  We continue to remind people 
that they have the obligation, but we can’t enforce that.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, is it common or uncommon in Essex County where some resort to make 
restitution, they’re on Probation or they are on Parole and they just don’t pay it? What happens 
in that situation?  
 
BEATTY: Well, let me clarify something else about restitution that we’ll talk about that could be 
common in many counties and not just Essex.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: See, because we’re being told and we are being told that Clinton County and 
Warren County and other counties that surrounding us don’t have this problem.  
 
BEATTY: Everybody has this problem.  
 
PALMER: That’s not true, everybody’s got the problem.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: That’s why I want clarification.  
 
BEATTY: And the other thing that you should understand is, as a collection agency for 
restitution for this County, so say somebody has multiple restitution cases, so they were 
convicted and have an order to pay restitution now, but they were convicted in 2015 and 2013 
for other cases where they owe restitution, we are obligated to pay the oldest case first; which 
isn’t necessarily part of your situation, but it is problematic. So, you can have a violation of 
Probation depending on our court for a long time.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And again I know the victim this time and I can feel their frustration. But, again 
good old New York State, if you don’t pay Child Support you go to jail.  
 
BEATTY: Well 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: But, if you rob somebody you don’t have to worry about it, because there are no 
repercussions, pretty much.  
 
BEATTY: I don’t think everybody who fails to pay Child Support goes to jail.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I am just using that as a general example. I know people that have gone to jail 
for not paying. My point being is that again, you’ve got these different standards on this; I can 
understand why victims are frustrated.  
 
BEATTY: Well, so can I.  
 
MCNALLY: Anything else?  
 
TYLER: To add to that, so basically what you’re telling us is that is their active course is civil?  
 
BEATTY: After they are off probation or after they’re no longer under Parole supervision, they 
would have to try and find a means to enforce the judgment for the money that they’re owed.  
 
TYLER: And the payment that they make while they are on Probation is a minimal amount.  
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BEATTY: No, not necessarily. What our conditions read, unless it’s changed by the court, our 
conditions read that you have to make a monthly payment in the same amount every month that 
will satisfy the entire amount of the debt a month prior to the end of their sentence. Obviously, if 
it’s a very small amount of restitution we want them to pay right away, but if it somebody owes 
$10,000.00 and they’re on probation for three years and they’re not even working, then we still 
want them obligated to pay that monthly amount, every month or they’re returned to court.  
 
TYLER: It seems like to me, like $20,000.00 is owed and they make like a $15.00 payment a 
month.  
 
BEATTY: I don’t think I should comment on that part.  
 
TYLER: I am just saying that it doesn’t seem like a reasonable amount to me, that somebody 
should be accepting that much money.  
 
BEATTY: But, I think after there is no more Probation supervision or parole supervisor or in your 
particular case, there was no probation supervision, somebody who is making payment is doing 
it without being forced to do so and I’m not saying that… 
 
TYLER: It just seems like it’s a slap in the face to pay that small amount.  
 
BEATTY: I don’t know the financial circumstances of that individual.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, I guess, I don’t know, so the case that I am referring to, when that individual 
was on probation, parole… 
 
BEATTY: Never on probation 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Parole, was he making payments?  
 
BEATTY: Without checking records, I can’t say that. I suspect, yes.  
 
PALMER: Again, there’s another complicated factor, even if you violate somebody under 
Probation and Juli does this a lot, it’s a violation of EOP and it goes back to the local courts, 6 
months or 9 months ago, Office of Court Administration put out a memo to every justice that 
says you can no longer put somebody in jail for failure to pay fines, unless you as a judge can 
prove it was willful intent to not pay the fine. So, in other words, you’ve got to determine as a 
judge whether or not that individual doesn’t have the money, or has the money and willfully fail 
to pay. So, when you go back to what the State does to people, you’re also tying the justices’ 
hands when he doesn’t have the ability to say, well, you didn’t pay your fine or you didn’t pay 
your restitution, so you’re going to go back to jail. You can’t do that, you have to be able to 
prove that they willfully did not do that. In others words, they had the money in the bank, they 
could have paid it, but they didn’t, how do you prove that as a judge?  
 
MCNALLY: Alright, well thank you very much.  

 
************************ 

 

 
The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender with Brandon Boutelle absent and no 
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report was given. 
 
MCNALLY: Anything else for Public Safety?  
 
PALMER: I do have one thing that I want to talk about. Again, this is not a Public Safety per say 
thing, it’s more DPW, but it is a public health issue. We have three roll off trucks within the 
transfer system that pulls the garbage out of all your transfer stations. All three trucks are broke. 
We have parts on order for all of them. We’re working on them. DPW is trying to get them back 
up, but we are down trucks. As an emergency and I talked to Mr. Manning and Chris Garrow 
and Jim this morning, we’re going to authorize a rental of a private truck to start hauling garbage 
over the next two weeks. We hope to have a couple of those trucks repaired within the week or 
so. So, we should be back up full, but we are short trucks for pulling garbage. We do have one 
truck, roll off truck budgeted within the 2017 budget, we are going to expedite that process of 
purchasing that roll off, but it does take a while to do that. You’re looking at about $175,000.00 
to purchase a truck with all the equipment necessary for roll off, so we are going to go ahead 
with that, but just so you’re aware there is going to be a crunch here pulling garbage over the 
next two weeks, but hopefully we get a private truck out there to start doing that.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, I’m concerned about Moriah, North Elba, the ones that are dealing with a 
lot.  
 
PALMER: Jim, why don’t you come on up. It’s not technically DPW, but.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well, my concern is, I mean how are we… 
 
PALMER: I mean it’s definitely a public health issue, it’s an issue, so we’re going to address it 
the best we can.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The issue is when they get there and the gate’s closed with a truckload of 
garbage.  
 
DOUGAN: For your station Tom, it’s not the tractor trailer that hauls, the enclosed trailer, it’s the 
roll off truck that has, that tips down and pulls.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It’s the smaller stations?  
 
DOUGAN: It’s all the smaller stations; okay?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We won’t worry about them.  
 
DOUGAN: One of Serkil’s trucks broke down, the repairs on it are really massive and 
incidentally a week later their other truck broke down. We sent our roll off truck, but it doesn’t 
have the power to, for any of your containers that are the push containers, it doesn’t have the 
power to push that out. So, we’re making an upgrade to that truck, should be done this week 
and getting the parts for that other Serkil truck. Again, we’ll hopefully be done with week, but 
with Fair going, I know I took a call from Mr. Gardner this morning, he was bombarded with 
people this weekend, must have been a good weekend to clean things out. So, this rental truck 
will get out of harms’ way for a little bit.  
PALMER: And just as clarification, even though it says Serkil, they’re actually all our trucks two 
of those trucks are just assigned to Serkil and one is our own DPW but they are essentially 
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three roll offs that need repair. 
 
DOUGAN: Yeah, true.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: Anything else?  
 
GIORDANO: Are those roll offs for trash or recyclables?  
 
PALMER: Trash. 
 
GIORDANO: Trash; because in Ti I was told that our recycling was being ended because there 
weren’t enough roll offs or containers to swap with the existing ones that are there. Is that an 
issue for Ti?  
 
DOUGAN: That’s true also; I mean the containers are aging. There are a number of those that 
we built a spec for that are covered in this 2017 budget that are also being procured right now. 
 
GIORANDO: Okay, thank you.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else? Okay, you’re all set, thank you Jim.  
Anything else for the Public Safety Committee? If not we’re adjourned.   
 

 
AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE, WE ADJOURNED AT 10:50 A.M. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


