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Steve McNally, Chairman 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairman 
 
 

Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Committee to order at 10:00 a.m. with the 
following supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles 
Harrington, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, Gerald Morrow, Roby 
Politi, Randy Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Charles 
Whitson, Jr.   

Michael Marnell and Ron Moore were previously excused. Edward Gardner was absent. 
 

Department Heads present were: Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty, Richard Cutting, Judy Garrison 
and Dan Palmer.  Brandon Boutelle, Donald Jaquish, Kristy Sprague and Wayne Taylor had 
been previously excused. 
 
Deputies present: Jim Dougan 
 
Also present:  Margaret Bartley and John Sheldrake. 
 
New Media: Keith Lobdell - Denton Publications and Denise Raymo – Plattsburgh Press. 
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call the public safety meeting to order.  Veteran’s Office. 
 
MERRIHEW:  No report this morning. 
 
McNALLY:  No report.  The County Sealer is excused.  Board of Elections – nobody here.  
District Attorney – excused.  Emergency Services – Patty is here. 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning everybody.  He does not have any resolutions, correct? 
 
McNALLY: I don’t believe so. 
 
BASHAW: They are off to Albany to the Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial is today so that’s where 
he is but I’ll try and answer any questions on that side of the house. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody have any questions? 
 
POLITI:  Dan I think about a month or so ago maybe it was two months ago I brought up that I 
would like to see the towns provide or buy a software program whereby if there is an emergency 
service in anyone of our towns – 
 
PALMER:  Citizens Alert software. 
 
POLITI:  Citizens Alert. I think it is pertinent especially after seeing what’s happened recently 
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with all the hurricanes and so forth but there are elderly people, there are people that would like 
to know if the electricity is going to be out for 24 or 48 hours or whatever that that information is 
sent out and I think I gave you copy of the software program? 
 
PALMER:  You did. 
 
POLITI: That we were considering buying but I think it’s pertinent to all of our towns because if 
something happens it would be a good program to have. I have discussed it with Patty and I 
know Patty just mentioned to me that her parents are in Florida and they have that exact kind of 
service and I was wondering if you had an opportunity to look into it whether it might be 
something we could consider in the next budget for all of us? 
 
PALMER:  I have not yet but I will look at it. 
 
McNALLY:  We’re currently working on that project with the telephone system in the Town of 
Minerva for water main breaks and things like this.  The initial investment, we are going through 
the same company that the school uses and it works out to about fifteen cents per call this is per 
phone, fifteen cents a call every time they make a call and calls are one minute in duration right 
now the difficulty that we’re having is compiling the data. We used to reach out with Facebook 
you know and the Internet and what we found is we weren’t reaching enough people that way 
so the phone pretty much everybody has a telephone and what we’re doing is letting people put 
their cell phone, their work number or whatever phones they like they can have up to three 
phone numbers but we’re working on compiling the data. 
 
POLITI:  I think it actually works best with text messages. 
 
McNALLY:  We can email, text or phone off this program and there’s no actual cost to the 
program the initial set up is very minimal but you only pay by blocks of calls and it works out to 
about fifteen cents so we’re into paying around 600 phone numbers on our list so the cost every 
time we have a water break or something like that is going to be very minimal. 
 
BASHAW: So I was worried about my parents down in Florida so Highland County is where they 
live and they do send out text messages and I was really impressed being from the emergency 
management side they talk about everything from when the DRC is open, when the centers are 
open to the FEMA application where you can find it.  It’s really a pretty cool thing in particular 
with the way things are these days. 
 
PALMER: I will get with you and we’ll look at that. 
 
McNALLY:  Wonderful. Anything else? 
 
WILSON:  I’d like to comment on that SUNY has a text alert system and every college campus 
I’ve worked on has used a text base alert and it really, from power outages to ones an active 
shooter so real time and with information.  It is nice to know that you’re going to get up to date 
information with what your response is. 
 
BASHAW: Even the big thing because power was out for like a week in their county but it kind of 
kept you hooked and feeling okay, I can do another few days because it kept updating you 
when the power would be back on so I think it’s a great idea. 
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PALMER:  Alright I will focus on it. 
 
McNALLY: And you can do it countywide and you can actually do just like one town, you can 
send it out to just one town or whatever you would like.  Wonderful. Thank you.  Anything else? 
 
BASHAW:  Okay so for the EMS side of the world.  We’re constantly; I’m meeting with Anna 
today from Community Resources.  We had a nice meeting on Friday with the Governor’s 
Office.  I keep forgetting who I tell things to so if I’m repetitive just go, okay she’s got some 
dementia going on but one of the cool things that was just passed on the end of the last month 
was that they are moving the age from EMT certification from 18 to 17 and that’s huge right now 
it’s going through the process with the legal people and the Bureau of EMS but that should be 
coming out probably by the first of the year so what that’s really good about is the people who 
are 17 who will be getting out of school by their 18th birthday in general we can hook them for 
EMT’s and get them the training prior to that also a public service announcement is being 
worked on they’ve reached out to me last week and they already done the preliminary recording 
they’ll be doing some additional stuff I think any time now they are going to call me back this 
week.  BOCES is still in play.  They are still working with the BOCES prospect and there’s one 
more thing, oh, big thing Medicaid our reimbursement is really looking like Essex County and 
probably other rural counties will get a huge benefit from Medicaid reimbursement being 
recalculated so that’s pretty big and the high population Medicaid areas you know we might bill 
out for like a $800 trip for a call and we might get back $50 on it. Generally for my EMS a call 
cost almost $700 per call when you figure in all the costs so if we’re getting $50 back or hardly 
anything back on a call it really impacts our budget so that’s a really awesome value that I see 
happening very soon. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Again I would like to see some communications with the New York State 
regents whereby they would offer credits for high school students in regards to EMS training.  If 
that were to occur I do believe you will find more high school students interested in that. 
 
BASHAW: I totally forgot about that. I will put that on my list.  The other thing was I had a 
meeting with Crown Point, Ticonderoga and Ti it was an awesome meeting.  I think we really 
came to a nice resolution as to what we need to do and Moriah, did I say Moriah? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No you said Ti twice. 
 
BASHAW:  I’m sorry.  How can you forget Tom but it was a good meeting I felt. I think we got 
everybody on the same page for that area and I really look forward to moving forward with the 
committee on this. 
 
McNALLY: Alright, thank you. Anything else?  You’re all set.  Thank you. 
 

******************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office with Richard Cutting reporting as 
follows: 
 
CUTTING:  A little bit of good news, DWI numbers seem to be decreasing in New York State, 
they are getting some pretty aggressive publicity and enforcement but the DWAI drugs 
obviously are increasing because we really have no way to do a road side test.  We found out 
about a program for DRE’s, Drug Recognition Experts.  I had two of our officers apply to the 
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program statewide program.  One was accepted and to give you a little bit of background there 
are only 260 drug recognition experts in New York State as a whole, there’s only one other one 
in Essex County of these 260 they’ve completed 2,000 evaluations in 2016, about 1/3 or 1% of 
police officers have this certification making it one of the rarest in the police profession.  For this 
particular school 250 officers applied.  I had two that made it through the first round, of those 56 
two of them was ours, of the 22 were accepted in school one of my officers. Deputy Budwick 
graduated from this school second overall with 98.33 average during the three weeks of training 
it was both hands on and book learning and then obviously you have to prove yourself in the 
field so when you go fishing you fish were the fish are so this school then moved to 
Jacksonville, Florida to a high drug level area and he was required to do I believe twelve 
successful evaluations of drug effected people, to be able to look at them, look at their 
mannerisms to field verbal tests and determine what drug was effecting their behavior.  He 
successful passed the twelve evaluations.  What happens now is an officer stops a vehicle for 
suspected intoxication, they do their standard road side test, believe that the toxication is 
present but a toxilizer which comes up zero now that’s probable cause at this point to call in a 
DRE.  That officer then gets called in goes to the scene, does his evaluation on the suspect and 
if that’s positive then the arrest is made for driving while intoxicated.  A lot of courts now Kristy 
would confirm this, a lot of courts now will not find a conviction without a DRE’s 
recommendation, without that expert testimony that yes, they are impaired.  We now have 
Deputy Budwick, we’re making him available to anybody and everybody in Essex County and 
necessary if he has to go to Clinton or whatever for this opioid epidemic then he’ll be available.  
I just wanted to bring that to your attention that in our small department we are one of 260 in the 
State to have this level of training.  Any questions? 
 
POLITI: I think it’s great so we have two of them right?  The State Police in Ray Brook have 
one? 
 
CUTTING: Yes. 
 
POLITI:  And then this gentleman is where? 
 
CUTTING: His residence is in Lewis. 
 
POLITI:  Okay, so we have one in the North and one in the middle.  I think it’s great.  I mean it’s 
a real problem and it’s unfortunate that the certification process is so onerous that you only 
would be able to have two hundred and some people approved. 
 
CUTTING: He has to be able to differentiate between seven different base drugs to be able to 
say yes, this is meth or that’s heroin or. 
 
POLITI: I mean typically events occur two o’clock, three o’clock in the morning – 
 
CUTTING: Right and that was part of the process he had to agree to be on call. 
 
POLITI: It’s tough. 
 
CUTTING:  We are going to equip him with a pager. 
 
POLITI: We congratulate him and you and thank him. 
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CUTTING:  Thank you. 
 
MIGA: That’s exactly what I was going to say. 
 
MONTY:  Richard now at the last Stop DWI meeting we agreed to purchase with the funding 
those – 
 
CUTTING: Those rode side units. 
 
MONTY:  Rode side units now those will work in conjunction with? 
 
CUTTING:  They will work as well but those can be refused. 
 
MONTY: Right, but I think the Board of Supervisors might want to know that that the Stop DWI 
committee approved buying these two units that similar to a breathalyzer but it will pick up drug 
use and those are available now in Essex County. We have two of those units. I don’t know if 
they are here yet? 
 
CUTTING:  We haven’t got them yet but they use a cheek swab and you put it in the machine 
and it will tell you the presence of a drug. It doesn’t tell you a level like the breathalyzer does but 
it tells you what categories of drugs are present in a person’s system but again, they can be 
refused but they are a big step. 
 
MONTY:  I think between that and Deputy Budwick this is a definite step in the right direction. 
 
CUTTING:  And just my way of thinking is one of those units is going to be assigned to him 
permanently. 
 
MONTY: Absolutely. 
 
CUTTING:  So if he goes out he takes it with him. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else? 
 
PRESTON:  I think a huge accolade should go out to him.  We had a pretty serious car accident 
probably about ten, twelve days ago in Wilmington and one of the drivers, it was a head on, the 
kids that were in the car there it was all young folks said that the driver was high unfortunately 
there wasn’t anybody available but I will say there is a huge need for this, huge need because 
unfortunately this is becoming a very common problem throughout the county. I think it’s 
amazing.  We talked, I was on the DWI committee for a long time and we talked about this for 
years so to finally have it to me is huge. 
 
CUTTING:  Just the proliferation of drugs and I’m not telling you anything new the proliferation 
of drugs around is probably responsible for a huge majority of the crime.  The DWI accidents, 
the burglaries, the thief’s, the robberies, these people are so hooked that they are so desperate 
to get that cash for the next fix that they are willing to do anything. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else? 
 
MONTY:   This doesn’t pertain to this but back in the spring I approached Personnel as well as 
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Richard about the potential for moving the fingerprinting to the public safety building and 
Richard and I contacted Kevin Bose who is the Regional Director of Morpho up here to see what 
it would take to move the system from here to the Public Safety Building and they would come 
up and move it for nothing. They would come up and move it, no cost to us.  Richard had to find 
the people to operate, to do the fingerprinting because even though they are law enforcement 
and do finger printing every day they have to do it the Morpho way is my understanding but 
Richard came up with ten or twelve individuals that again law enforcement people who had to 
have additional back ground check done, fingerprinting etc., etc. but we have twelve people who 
have been approved and I’d like to get a resolution authorizing the movement of the 
fingerprinting equipment from here to the Public Safety Building and it’s going to be housed in 
the civil office there and it will be the same procedure that it is here that you have to make an 
appointment to have your fingerprints done but the fingerprints Richard is going to offer it more 
times to have it done.  I believe here it is Tuesdays and Thursdays and Richard is going to have 
one evening, at least one evening where they can do it and it will be more convenient for people 
to have fingerprinting done. 
 
CUTTING: We can pretty much offer, we haven’t set times yet.  We can pretty much offer any 
week day and a couple of evenings a week.  They make an appointment through Morpho Trust 
online and then we just get a schedule of who’s coming and when and the people I have 
scheduled to be trained we should have somebody there twenty-four seven that’s able to run 
this machine. 
 
MONTY: Great.  I would like to get a resolution to that effect. 
 
McNALLY:  Do we have a second?  Mr. Gillilland. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MORPHO TRUST FINGERPRINTING IMAGING SERVICES 
TO BE RELOCATED AND CONDUCTED AT THE CIVIL OFFICE IN THE PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUILDING.  Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Gillilland 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, comments? 
 
GILLILLAND: I think we should also have a public information roll out on it, a press release etc. 
to smooth the transition out a little. 
 
McNALLY:  Wonderful. 
 
MONTY:  I believe Morpho said that they were going to with their scheduling Shaun a lot of that 
would be done through them as well but I think you’re right. 
 
McNALLY: More questions, concerns? 
 
MIGA:  Is there any type of savings connected with this? 
 
MONTY: I think it’s going to relieve some of the pressure on the Personnel office because they 
are coming away from their regular work to do fingerprinting and stuff and they are doing 
between 30 and 45 a month I believe and law enforcement are used to doing fingerprinting, it is 
something that they do and I think that it will help them and I don’t think it is a big deal because 
Richard has always got people there. 
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CUTTING: We use the same, the same company manufactures the machine that we use inside 
the jail for criminal end but they still weren’t happy with that so we have to have all our people 
go through background investigations and prove our citizenship. 
 
MONTY:  But there was no charge to us for them to do it. 
 
CUTTING: Right there is a revenue stream with it but it’s $2.00 for a set of fingerprints that the 
county gets.  It’s negligible. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay, all in favor, opposed – carried.  Anything else for the Sheriff?  Thank you. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Julie Beatty reporting 
as follows: 
 
BEATTY:  Good morning.  I do not have a monthly report for you today because I was on 
vacation last week.  Does anybody have any questions? 
 
McNALLY: I don’t believe so.  Thank you very much.  Public Defender, excused. Anything else 
for the Public Safety Committee?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 


