
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Monday, September 11, 2017 

 
 
Charles Harrington, Chairperson 
Noel Merrihew, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Harrington called this Human Services Committee Meeting to order at 9:30 
a.m. with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Edward Gardner, Shaun 
Gillilland, Charles Harrington, Michael Marnell, Noel Merrihew, Wester Miga, James Monty, Ron 
Moore, Gerald Morrow, Randy Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, Joe Pete Wilson and Charles 
Whitson, Jr.   

Stephen McNally, Roby Politi and Michael Tyler were previously excused. Joseph 
Giordano was absent. 

 
Department Heads present were: Linda Beers, Krissy Leerkes, Judy Garrison, Michael 

Mascarenas and Dan Palmer.  Nancy Dougal and Steve Valley were previously excused. 
 
Also present: Sean Ganter – Mental Health and Bill Kuntz. 
 
News Media:  Lohr McKinstry - Sun News. 
 

HARRINGTON: We will call the Human Services Committee to order. We will forgo the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as we did that during the Public Hearing this morning at 9:00, but I do ask that we 
raise and participate in a moment of silence in recognition of those who lost their lives during the 
9/11 Terrorist Attacks. Thank you.  
We will begin this morning with the Department of Social Services, Mike Mascarenas.  
 
MASCARENAS: I do have a resolution this morning, authorizing the Chairman of the Board to 
enter into an agreement on behalf of Essex County with the New York State Office of Children 
and Family Services for 2017 Comprehensive Claim for Youth Development Program Funding 
as provided for in the 2017 Essex County Budget. Just a quick explanation. This is basically the 
Youth Bureau Resources Allocation Package that we get annually from OCFS in order to 
allocate that out to our respective communities we need approval of this Board.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF ESSEX COUNTY WITH THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES FOR THE 2017 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FUNDING AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE 2017 ESSEX COUNTY 
BUDGET. 
This was moved by Mr. Gillilland, seconded by Mr. Monty.  
 
HARRINGTON: Endorsement of this resolution? Second? Questions or concerns in regards to 
this resolution? All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed, carried.  
 
MASCARENAS: I did provide my monthly report is there any questions programmatically that 
you would like to know about?  
Just a quick announcement, I know you have a Special Board Meeting at the end, but we do 
have a DWI meeting following the meetings today. It’s going to be in the DSS Training Room 
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upstairs, we have a special presentation. So, hopefully you can make it quick. I know you have 
a packed schedule. I know it might not happen, but if you can get there, it’d be great. Thank you 
 
HARRINGTON: Any other questions or concerns for Mike? Again, Mike we certainly appreciate 
your in-depth reports in regards to Social Services.  
 
MASCARENAS: Thank you 
 

******************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Mental Health with Steve Valley having been 
previously excused and Sean Ganter reporting as follows: 
 
 
HARRINGTON: Next on our agenda this morning is Mental Health with Steve Valley has no 
report.  
 
GANTER: Good morning everybody, Sean Ganter, Deputy Director of Administrative Services 
standing in for Steve. He had a conference to go to today. He sends his regards.  
A lot of information on the handout, you can read at your leisure. Some updates, I’ve got a 
couple of resolutions and I’ll go ahead and read those. Number one; resolution authorizing a 
budget amendment request for the Mental Health Department to increase expenditures in the 
amount of $11,974.37 to account group 43204, account 54DSRIP. This will reflect revenue in 
account 43489DSR that has already been received from Adirondack Health institute as payment 
for Mental Health Clinic participation and a DSRIP Crisis Stabilization Project.  

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCEASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$11,974.37, DSRIP CRISIS STABLIZATION PROJECT. 
This was moved by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Gillilland 
 
HARRINGTON: An endorsement of this resolution? Questions or concerns involving this 
resolution? There being none, all those favor signify by saying aye, opposed, carried.  
 
GANTER: Okay and second is resolution authorizing a budget amendment request for the 
Mental Health Department to increase revenue in the amount of $3,474.37 to account group 
4320, account 43489DSRIP to increase expenditures in the amount of $3,474.37 to account 
group 43204, account 54DSRIP. This will reflect revenue from Adirondack Health Institute as 
payment for Mental Health Clinic participation and the DSRIP project 4Aiii strengthen the Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse infrastructure.  

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCEASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$3,474.37, DSRIP FUNDS. 
This was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded Mr. Monty 
 
HARRINGTON: An endorsement of this resolution? Questions, concerns? There being none, 
signify by saying aye. Opposed? Carried  
Any other concerns for the Mental Health Department?  
 
MONTY: I just have a question on your report here where you talk about referrals and referrals 
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assuming crossed out.  
 
GANTER: That means cancelled.  
 
MONTY: Cancelled, so about 397 in 2016 of the 706 referrals there was 397 cancelled or those 
were ones that weren’t factored into the 706?  
 
GANTER: Yeah that means that they didn’t follow through.  
 
MONTY: Okay 
 
GANTER: Well that means that that’s how many were, that’s like terminations of cases.  
 
MONTY: Okay, so then go down to the assigned a therapist, 511. If we take the 397 out of the 
511 and we don’t chart out of the 706 where did those other numbers come from?  
 
GANTER: Yeah, right those won’t add up and I’ll be honest with you, these are numbers that I 
don’t keep track of personally, myself, so.  
 
MONTY: I’ll save it for Steve.  
 
GANTER: Yeah, I was going to say, I will do my best to answer, but this is probably more for 
Steve.  
 
MONTY: Thank you 
 
HARRINGTON: Any other questions or concerns for Sean? Thank you 
 
GANTER: Thanks, have a great day.  
 

******************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Public Health with Linda Beers reporting as follows: 
 
BEERS: Good morning, I don’t have any resolutions today. I did provide you with a snapshot of 
what pre-school services look like. I did give you the highest numbers. That is not what it costs 
the County, so if anybody would like a, explanation on that or whatever, I’m happy to do that. 
But, it gives you an idea on the cost per township and how many students you might have per 
township. So, out of the $1,218,000.00 we get 59.5% back, that’s $499,000.00 and out of that 
monies we get about $250,000.00 back in Medicaid and billing Medicaid, for Medicaid students 
and I really have to give Kelly Denton a real big applause, because she bills extremely 
successfully to Medicaid billing. One of the, some counties don’t even bill that money and she 
goes after every penny here in the County and I’m always thrilled to report that and we’ve been 
audited several times and passed. We have not ever been found guilty of taking money not 
ours; which is quite honestly an undertaking, because they’re looking deep to find something we 
missed. So, is there any other questions?  
 
HARRINGTON: I have a statement in regards to pre-school services. I realize that the payback 
for this service for our pre-school aged children is truly a most valuable, valuable asset. When a 
child age 3-5 is evaluated demonstrates a need for Special Ed services, a program specific to 
meet the needs of each child is developed. As a result, for the vast majority, when those 
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children reach kindergarten age and are then reevaluated, the vast majority are found to no 
longer be in need of Special Ed services. Whereas, for those that have the same academic 
concerns and do not receive remedial services, the same academic concerns follow them 
throughout their academic life and for many of them throughout the rest of their lives. So, I 
really, really am an advocate for pre-school special education services.  
 
BEERS: Spoken from the teacher. As I am, as well. I agree and so next month I am going to 
give you Early Intervention, our knife is a little deeper in that pocket, because we pay 100% of 
EI. We don’t get reimbursed by the State. So, we’ll show you the numbers and what they look 
like by Township and how much Early Intervention costs and that’s birth to three. Right now 
you’re looking at three to five, birth to three and you should know what could be, birth to three 
for a child to show delay in that is probably usually a significantly involved child and we have 
amazing stats for that as well. Thank you 
 
HARRINGTON: Any other concerns for Public Health? Thank you Linda.  
 

******************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Office for the Aging with Krissy Leerkes reporting as 
follows: 
 
LEERKES: Good morning, I have a couple of resolutions this morning. The first one is the 
authorizing that appointment of Barb Brassard, who is from the Town of Moriah to our Advisory 
Council for a three year term from September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2020.  
 
HARRINGTON: And endorsement of this resolution?  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF BARBARA BRASSARD, TO THE 
ESSEX COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL. 
This was moved by Mr. Scozzafava and seconded by Mr. Monty.  
 
HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns? All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed, 
carried.  
 
LEERKES: The next one is the appointment of Mr. Monty, the Town of Lewis as an ex-offico 
member of the Essex County Office for the Aging Advisory Council.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JAMES MONTY, TO THE ESSEX 
COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL. 
This was moved by Mr. Wilson and seconded by Mr. Scozzafava.  
 
HARRINGTON: All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed, carried.  
 
LEERKES: Third is the appointment of Mr. Giordano, Town of Ticonderoga Supervisor as an ex-
offico member of the Essex County Office for the Aging Advisory Council.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JOE GIORDANO, TO THE ESSEX 
COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL. 
This was moved by Mr. Monty and seconded by Mr. Merrihew.  
 
HARRINGTON: All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed, carried.  
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LEERKES: Next is authorizing a budget amendment to increase revenue and appropriations in 
the amount of $9,893.75 for the receipt of DSRIP funding from HHI.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,893.75, DSRIP 
FUNDING. 
This was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Gillilland.  
 
HARRINGTON: All those in favor signifying by saying aye, opposed, carried.  
 
LEERKES: Next is authorizing the Essex County Office for the Aging to hold a Public Hearing in 
the month of October on the proposed 2018/2019 state fiscal year annual update. This is 
something we do every year to show that community what our plan is for the next fiscal year.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING IN 
THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2017 ON THE PROPOSED 2018-2019 STATE FISCAL YEAR 
ANNUAL UPDATE. 
This was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Monty.  
 
HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns? All those in favor signifying by saying aye, opposed, 
carried.  
 
LEERKES: And last is authorizing the Office for the Aging to enter into a senior Medicare Patrol 
Outreach agreement with Liveon New York that will expire on May 31st, 2018. This is allow our 
office basically, hopefully be compensated for the work that we do in the community in regards 
to Medicare fraud and educating our customers and our older adults how to basically protect 
their Medicare claim number.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO ENTER INTO A SENIOR 
MEDICARE PATROL OUTREACH AGREEMENT WITH LIVEON NEW YORK THROUGH 
MAY 31, 2018. 
This was moved by Mr. Gillilland, seconded by Mr. Monty.  
 
HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns regarding this resolution? All those in favor signify by 
saying aye, opposed, carried.  
Any other questions for Krissy? Thank you very much.  
There is no report today from Nancy Dougal and Nancy has been excused. As a result we’re 
looking for a resolution to adjourn, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Gillilland. All those in favor, so we are as 
a result adjourned.  
 
As there was no further business to come before this Human Services Committee, it was 
adjourned at 9:45 AM 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 


