
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, June 12, 2017 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 

Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 
11:00 am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Shaun Gillilland, Charles Harrington, Michael 
Marnell, Wester Miga, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Ron Moore, Tom Scozzafava, Charles Whitson 
Jr., Steve McNally, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Joseph Giordano, 
Jerry Morrow and Archie Depo. Ed Gardner had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Daniel Palmer and Anna Reynolds. Dan Manning was absent.  

 
Also present: Jim Dougan, Jody Olcott, Dina Garvey, Rick LeVitre, Aurora McCaffery and 

Jim McKenna. 
 

News Media present: Keith Lobdell - Sun News. 
  

MERRIHEW: Good morning everyone, we’ll call the Economic Development Committee to order. 
First on the agenda we have the IDA. It does look like Jody is here this morning, good morning, 
Jody.  
 
OLCOTT: Good morning, I don’t have anything additional, but I can answer questions.  
 
MERRIHEW: Does anyone have questions or comments for Jody this morning? I guess not. Thank 
you very much, Jody, appreciate your report.  

 
******************************* 

 
 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
 
REYNOLDS: Good morning, there are two 239.M referrals. One is for the demolition for a couple of 
structures owned by Essex One, LLC, located off Lakeshore Drive in Essex. The demolition of the 
structures will not impact County property and therefor a letter of no comment should be submitted. 
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF ESSEX 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Miga. 
 
 Where, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on June 12, 2017. 
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REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Essex - Essex One, LLC       demolition of structures  
      
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Moore and passed on a vote of 9 in favor, 
and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments, being none, all those in favor? Opposed? Thank you 
 
REYNOLDS: The second 239M referral is a subdivision proposal from Judy Helm on County Route 
23, Averyville Road in North Elba. It’s a proposed subdivision. There will be no impact to County 
property at this time and therefore a letter of no comment is recommended.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you 
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF WILMINGTON 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Tyler. 
 
 Where, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on June 12, 2017. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of North Elba - Judi Helm      request for a proposed subdivision  
      
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Morrow and passed on a vote of 9 in favor, 
and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? It passes, thank 
you.  
 
REYNOLDS: And if anyone has any questions about the items in the report, just let me know. I 
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attached kind of a workflow chart, an organization chart of our office, due to the changes, if anyone 
wanted to know how it was going, it’s kind of in the flowchart. Our phone numbers, because I know 
how frustrating it can be to play phone tag, so hopefully, if you print them everyone’s phone numbers 
of the staff are here for your assistance and a list of all the projects we’re working on currently are 
also listed and that’s it.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, that’s all very helpful and it looks like you’re very busy right now.  
 
REYNOLDS: Thank you 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, again.  
 
 

***************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Essex County Historian with Aurora McCaffery 
reporting as follows: 
 
MCCAFFREY: Good morning, I just want to note a couple of things from my report. I know it didn’t 
get in your packet, I’m sorry, but I think Dina was kind of enough to print it and give it to you as a 
separate paper.  
First the Museum is open now. We opened on May 27th, so it’s been a couple of weeks. We have 
had a couple, two great events, happened since opening. 
Art Gallery opening reception was June 2nd for the photography exhibit. It was very well attended 
and well received. Dan Keegan, the curator, gave a lovely gallery talk. We were very happy with 
that. We may have him come back and speak again in the fall. There was so many people; they 
couldn’t all fit in to hear.  
Also, this last Saturday we had our 6th Annual Antique and Classic Car Show. We were lucky to 
have nice weather; which makes or breaks the car show; really. We had a great turn out of cars, 50 
classic cars, 250 people came through the Museum. So, we were really happy with that too and it 
was really nice for the Elizabethtown Fire Department to do the barbeque and Egglefield Ford, of 
course, always helps with that event.  
So, the next thing on our schedule, our lecture and film series begins. The first lecture is next 
Thursday and that will be Votes for Women at 7:00 pm and then the following starts off our film 
series and I don’t know, I put a couple of these, I had Dina put a couple in your mailboxes, it a listing 
of our films, so if you want to put those up wherever you see fit, that would be greatly appreciated.  
And that’s all I have.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much and congratulations, Saturday. I know that was a great turnout.  
 
MCCAFFERY: Yeah, we were really happy.  
 
MERRIHEW:  Questions or comments for Aurora while she is here?  
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MIGA: Do you have a listing of all the towns that have historic museums?  
 
MCCAFFREY: I do. I hope it’s updated, I mean I’m not sure the last time it was updated, but I have a 
list, yes.  
 
MIGA: Would it be possible to send that to me?  
 
MCCAFFREY: I sure can, yeah. 
 
MIGA: Okay, great.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you.  
 
TYLER: How is the restoration of the historic signs coming?  
 
MCCAFFREY: Well, we started on ours and it’s actually taken a lot longer to scrape. So, we’re still 
scraping all of the old paint off, because we don’t want to do a poor job and have to flake the new 
paint, flake off, you know immediately. So, we really hope to get moving on the other signs in town, 
shortly and then I know you were interested in having us come to do yours, too. So, we’ll keep you 
updated.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We did a number of ours years ago in Moriah. We actually, we sandblasted them.  
 
MERRIHEW: That’s what I was going to say.  
 
MCCAFFREY: So, we’re actually using, like, right now we have, well first a brush and then an 
electric power.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No, we sandblasted them.  
 
MCCAFFFREY: Yeah, so maybe it’s better to just do that.  
 
MERRIHEW: I may be able to help refer a sandblasting capability.  
 
MCCAFFREY: Okay, great 
 
MERRIHEW: We will talk about that afterwards.  
 
MCCAFFREY: Yeah, that would be great, thank you.  
 
MERRIHEW: That would make it a lot easier.  
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MCCAFFREY: Yeah and faster.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments for Aurora?  
 
MCCAFFREY: Thank you 

 
**************************** 

 
 The next item on the agenda was Cornell Cooperative Extension with Rick LeVitre reporting 
as follows: 
 
LEVITRE: You have my report, I just want to reiterate some basic information. In May, extremely 
busy because of our new Ag Educator that we’ve hired that I kept you up to date on. Dr. Carly 
Summers has been out on numerous farm visits, attended various meetings within the County and 
beyond to bring information back and one of the things that this position was keyed on was we have 
a number of regional specialists that are employed by Cornell and they cover large masses of 
territory, not just Essex County, but to make it work really well is to have boots on the ground, in the 
County and that’s what Carly does and she’s made great strides in working with, meeting with and 
working with and I dare say that we’ve had more specialist communications in the County than has 
been done in quite some time. So, that’s a big plus.  
Another piece that’s extremely important is the Adirondack Harvest Member Party. Adirondack 
Harvest is a major function of Essex County, it goes beyond Essex County as well and it was started 
by Extension and Extension still works very closely with it. Next week on the 19th, right across the 
road, basically, at the Deer’s Head will be a member’s party, a gathering, and all Supervisors are 
invited, but it’s to talk about the next step, if you will. Every organization, gets started, it grows, it has 
some stalls a bit and then it takes off again, and this is what’s going to take Adirondack Harvest off 
again. It’s bringing it to the new century. The next person up is going to be talking about the 
millennials, I’m sure, he always does and that’s what we have to devote ourselves to, as well as all 
ages, but the smartphone is here. We can’t deny it, it may have problems with the internet and 
always access, but having web based and smartphone and all our information concerning where our 
local food is, is very important and that’s what we’re going to be celebrating as a new part of 
Adirondack Harvest, so I hope you can attend and I hope I can just leave these off with the Clerk 
and they can be passed on.  
As you can see in the report, there’s a lot of activities going on. Our 4-H and youth activities cannot 
be forgotten, because they are the future and it’s not just cows and cooking. If you look at it, it’s 
everything from community service, involvement in Albany to understand our politics, a variety of 
things that are going on constantly with earth science, local foods, etc. So, Extension is, although 
small in this County, is very active and I think is in the process of moving with the new Ag Educator 
and possibility some new positions down the road, thank you.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much, Rick. That’s exciting news, you’ve got a great program you got 
together and that Adirondack Harvest is important, it really is. So, I would encourage everyone to 
attend that, if it could be possible. Questions or comments for the Director? Being none, thank you 
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very much.  
 

************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST) with 
Jim McKenna reporting as follows: 
 
MCKENNA: What I wanted to talk about today was where we’ve been. The contact with three large 
international groups and I’d like to give, sort of an overview of what that actually means and you 
know in the long run. I really want to have you understand a little bit about the magnitude of one of 
the events and that’s the World University Games, the Winter Games, you know, it’s 70-80 nations. 
This is there requirement book, I am going to pass it around, just look at the table of contents. The 
reason I pointed this out is because the requirements for the 1980 Olympics was less than that and 
this is a major undertaking; which we currently do not have the other means to do it. I wouldn’t even 
say means, it’s a large event that takes a lot of coordination and I’m not saying that we’re bidding on 
this event right now. What I’m saying is that we have, we have, they’re sending over a preliminary 
site committee from Switzerland next week, just to sort of see if we have the capacity to do 
something like this event. We’re still sort of in an exploratory mode and that’s with the World 
University Games. It’s just things like providing a global broadcast center. We have to provide the 
feed that plays around the world. An organizing committee of a minimum of 50 people of 50 different 
departments, athletes’ village; which can be done in a combination of hotels and everything. I mean, 
so I would like you to understand that going down this road is a commitment we would make, if we 
decide to go down this road. However there’s certainly some reasons to go down there, but maybe 
some of the other supervisors can talk about that, but once you understand the significance of this 
group that is sending over a site committee, a preliminary site committee, next week.  
Supervisor, do you want to say anything in the FISU Games or anything? I mean you certainly know 
about what it means?  
 
POLITI: Yeah, I think it’s a great event to have, but it’s also extremely important for the upgrading of 
our existing venues, because without, the venues that exist today are in a state of flux, deterioration, 
they need to be upgraded and when you get major events such as this, it requires a substantial 
amount of financial infusion into those facilities; which is important for the future of all major events 
in Essex County.  
 
MCKENNA: That’s correct and it’s not only those venues, there’s an operations budget that is very 
similar to this that has to take, you know we have to get, there’s sponsors, there’s just a lot to do 
with it and I wanted to point that out as we go down this road and I’m not sure we’re going to be able 
to, you know, pull this off in the long run, I don’t want to say pull off, but you know put all the 
ingredients together to make it happen. So, the next step on that particular one, would be really 
getting involved and engaged in a cost benefit analysis type thing, really putting it all out there, 
identifying what it is and then identifying what return that we can get out of this. That’s really the next 
step before we decide to go any further. They come and preliminary see, do we have the capacity, I 
mean the last event of this one was held in Kazakhstan in a city named Almaty that had a population 
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of 2 million people. So, you know our whole county population is under 40,000, so we’re looking, I 
mean we’re looking at something that’s a major global event, more manageable than the Olympic 
Games, but still at that level. So, I just want to make sure that everybody’s familiar with that, 
because it might be something that at some point, we’ll have to give some sort of indication whether 
we want to proceed down that road or not and it will have to take a lot more than our involvement. 
We have to get State and Federal and probably more, if we get to that extent with it. 
So, with that in mind, you know getting back on the international, multi-sport winter circuit, there’s a 
smaller group, called the, what is called the International Children’s games and we do have a draft 
think book together on that. The FISU event we’re looking at 2023, this event we’re actually looking 
at 2019 and I just want to give you an overview of what it takes to put that together so you know. 
Those games are kids 12 to 15 years, can everybody see that alright? You know this is a big book to 
get you to understand the type of information that you have to put together for something like this, 
you know multiply this big book by about a thousand to get to the level of that next group, I just 
pointed out. But you really have to really link to everything that you do and certainly the Mirror Lake 
Placid, ORDA, Town of North Elba, Town of Wilmington, you know getting engaged with these 
groups, but you know trying to build on this, the type of things, you know to show that we have the 
capacity to do that. You know I’ve been out there a little bit of the last six months and clearly the 
world knows, we have, we do a lot of events on an annual basis in the world of sport, however it’s 
the multi-sport type of thing that we look at and it’s got all of the venues that were created for 1980, 
as the Supervisor of North Elba had said are in shape to hold these things. You’ve got New York 
State, Essex County, Wilmington, but you know we’ve got to show the towns that participate. Can 
you handle the events, with a picture of Ironman. What’s the experience like, you know, what’s your 
history, you know more importantly when you do these events they start asking about what your 
legacy is when you do events. So, we show, we certainly have the ‘80 games and we have a lot of 
legacy coming off that. I guess the purpose here is to again, let you understand going down these 
roads is not like getting a convention anymore. It’s major, it’s international politics to a certain extent, 
sometimes. You know when we’re out there sometime they looked at us, you know it’s the United 
States, it’s not necessarily Essex County or Lake Placid and people out there look at you that way. 
So, what we try and put together and show and again this is the easy, well not the easy one, but this 
is a small sample of the type information we have to always provide on a continuing basis.  
Transportation, looking at that World University Games, we’re really going to have to gear in on how 
we make Plattsburgh Airport something that becomes a real commercial, passenger generated 
airport. I mean those are the types of things we have to look at. We have to make sure our 
technology is state of the art everywhere, across our region. We have to put in, in-ground 
transportation systems. Medical certainly, medical, doping and security, all those things are of 
utmost importance that you have to put together with these programs now. Organizing structure, 
clearly if we go with that larger event, if that one’s something that does end up wanting to come here 
and we can have it, a whole new organizing structure has to be put into place with a second and 
independent organizing committee.  
So, you know, I guess I am just trying to understand, I want you to understand, you know what that 
means. It’s clearly like looking at something like an Olympic Games in the future and do we want to 
go down it, or I guess I don’t know, I mean I don’t know if they have another path that we want to get 
those venues into a condition to recognize some of these types of events anymore, I mean, I don’t 
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know. I just want you to know that this is not the run of the mill type of thing we’re looking at.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Do we have a cap in for this year?   
 
MCKENNA: Do we have what?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: For the venues? A grant, the regional?  
 
MCKENNA: No, that did not come through.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Did we resubmit?  
 
MCKENNA: Yeah, I think ORDA is actually looking into doing that and working directly with the 
State, but we have not submitted anything yet.  
 
POLITI: You’re really talking about three major events.  
 
MCKENNA: Three major events 
 
POLITI: Three major events and they would come in the years, ’19, ‘21 
 
MCKENNA: And ’23, there could be possibly one in ’25, too.  
 
POLITI: These are very well known, established events that would bring in a lot of people in Essex 
County, lots of people.  
 
MCKENNA: And a lot of nations.  
 
POLITI: And a lot of nations and a lot of sales tax revenue.  
 
MCKENNA: So, we have to up the occupancy tax to 30%, I’m just kidding.  
 
POLITI: I think what you’re asking, are you asking for a… 
 
MCKENNA: I want some kind of a nod, nothing, we’re exploratory, but we have a preliminary site 
group coming over, so we don’t want to get ourselves into a situation where we get too far down the 
road and decide not to do it. They’re coming over, you know do you have a capacity and physical 
plant to do it, is what they’re going to be looking at.  
 
POLITI: But, do you also have the support of both the political factions within Essex County to 
continue. That’s why you’re here?  
 
MCKENNA: I don’t want a resolution.  
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POLITI: He wants to know how you all feel.  
 
MCKENNA: Yeah, that’s what I want.  
 
POLITI: Let’s cut to the chase.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: How much are you, I mean for the venues themselves, I don’t recall the number, but 
what was the number out there that was needed for capital improvements?  
 
PRESTON: Large, very large.  
 
MCKENNA: It’s large.  
 
MERRIHEW: You showed us, you were sort of comparing Wilmington and Lake Placid, we were 
and should we have been involved, Essex County, Clinton County, Franklin County as far as 
resolution of support?  
 
MCKENNA: Yeah, not right at this point, not with that particular group, but if you go to the next level, 
yes, without a doubt. It’s not going to not only be that, it’s going to have to have national support, 
ultimately.  
 
MONTY: I think it’s a great idea, but we got to figure out how to fund it.  
 
MCKENNA: That’s correct 
 
MONTY: That’s the bottom line 
 
MCKENNA: That is the bottom line 
 
MONTY: I don’t think there’s anybody in this room that would say it’s not a great idea.  
 
MCKENNA: Yup 
 
MONTY: I think it’s a heck of an idea, but I think, you know, right off the top of head putting it on the 
taxpayers of Essex County, that large amount of money.  
 
MCKENNA: That’s not… 
 
MONTY: I know that, but that’s the first impression that’s going to be out there.  
 
MCKENNA: Yup 
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POLITI: This is a partnership 
 
MONTY: Absolutely 
 
POLITI: Federal government, State of New York, counties, the Village of Lake Placid, the towns, the 
immediate towns.  
 
MONTY: But, have you reached out to any of those other levels? The Federal levels, the State 
levels and what are they telling us? Lip service is great and it happens a lot at that level.  
 
MCKENNA: The next thing that has to be done is you have to do a cost benefit analysis to take it to 
those governments at that time. That’s the next step.  
 
MONTY: As far as I am concerned, I can support it 10 fold, I think it’s a great idea.  
 
GILLILLAND: I mean there’s no venue in the State of New York that can pull something like this off.  
 
MCKENNA: No 
 
GILLILLAND: And if we can’t pull it off, then we’re going to be junior varsity forever. So, I mean it 
obviously, if we want to be world class, we have no choice, we have to pursue this.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: There’s no other venue in this half of the country that can pull it off.  
 
GILLILLAND: That’s correct 
 
MCKENNA: yes 
 
HARRINGTON: Does this mean building another arena?  
 
MCKENNA: Probably not, I think it will be utilizing some of this, maybe some university venues. We 
could certainly see Plattsburgh State and some of those engaged, but probably no. We don’t 
anticipate any more arenas in the County. We would probably use existing infrastructure is what 
we’ve looking at.  
 
MARNELL: What is a ballpark?  
 
MCKENNA: Well, it is hard to really say right now. There’s revenue streams with sponsorships and 
everything else, so you know it’s hard to say. All those events, I don’t really know and that’s what we 
have to figure out at this point. I don’t really know that number.  
 
PRESTON: So, I guess just to say in support of this, hypothetically, I’m Ike Tyler, what’s this going to 
do for Westport? Well, the whole key will be hit on is the sales tax, because that is what offsets the 
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property tax. So, it’s really what we could gain in sales tax, the exposure for the County in the long 
run is really what the benefit would be for the average town, whether it be Westport or Newcomb or 
wherever. 
I do know that that $100 million is not coming from Essex County. I do know that, Albany, the 
second floor has advised a group to proceed with the attempt to putting a bid in and I think that’s 
going to be the key to loosen up the funding it get the venues in shape and again it has to be a joint 
venture and I think the State will step up to the plate and without getting into politics, because I know 
it provokes strong emotion, as long as this Governor is there, I think we’ll get it done. Federal, I don’t 
know, I can’t speak for that, but I don’t want you to think it’s going to fall on Essex County, I wouldn’t 
be opening my mouth now.  
So, anyways, that’s kind of just my input and what I know of what’s going on and proceeding to apply 
for these events. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well, a $100 million and I understand you don’t have any solid numbers, what would 
be the Essex County portion, towards something like that?  
 
PRESTON: I think maybe, maybe, we might get to a point where we may be asked to commit, well 
let me say, compared to $100 million, a minimal amount of money to help prepare, you know the bid 
or whatever.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: But, I mean it does generate tremendous amount of sales tax and indirectly, every 
town does benefit from Lake Placid.  
 
PRESTON: Again, Tommy, I am going to hypothetically throw a number out there, okay? Don’t hold 
me to it, because I honestly don’t know if it’s even remotely, say if he came to us and you know 
North Elba is going to kick in this, you know the Visitor’s Bureau and Wilmington kick in a little bit, he 
might say a one-time shot of $50,000.00 or something and you know we can take that out of fund 
balance. I’m not telling anybody… 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think whatever monies that we need to support this with should come out of sales 
tax and I think that should be a percent for one year or ten years or whatever to help fund those 
improvements that are needed. I am just saying, that’s where I think, you certainly wouldn’t want to 
put it on the levy, although that can directly impact the levy, because you’re taking that revenue 
away, but of course it could also come from bed tax.  
 
MERRIHEW: Any other questions or comments?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well, I hope the Governor does come through with this, because I know they 
dumped tens of millions of dollars that are going into Glens Falls, tens of millions are going into 
Plattsburgh, you know we obviously need an infusion of money for those venues.  
 
MCKENNA: Our intent is to have a document that is data driven that will show the return and the 
investment to the State that it is worthwhile. That’s our next step at this point.  
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HARRINGTON: Division One schools have some similar facilities as does Lake Placid and I’m 
wondering if there’s a way where you could integrate some of those facilities into this major project?  
 
MCKENNA: That’s even working with Clarkson at this point, already and you know with their 
capacity and their rinks and everything else. They have been engaged with this already. We’ve also 
talked with the, I say across the lake, there. What’s the name of that school? Middlebury, they’ve got 
an international sized rink there, too.  
 
HARRINGTON: So, it could be a Northeastern? 
 
MCKENNA: And that’s what we have to look at, it’s not about building new buildings, it’s about 
utilizing what we have in the region.  
 
TYLER: As you move along with this, is the funding of this document coming out of the Visitor’s 
Bureau?  
 
MCKENNA: Part of it is, the Town of North Elba has contributed, the Village of Lake Placid has 
contributed, the Town of Wilmington has contributed and there’s a couple, there’s two foundations 
that have contributed, to put the preliminary information together, before you get to the point where 
you can go to the other levels of funding, so that’s where that’s coming from at this point.  
 
MONTY: I guess my question is, if we need just a Board resolution of support for this, right now, 
because it still doesn’t obligate us, am I correct, Randy?  
 
PRESTON: That’s correct.  
 
MONTY: I think it’s something that we should do, if we all support it. I think it’s a great idea. Figuring 
out the funding is where it’s going to come down and I think it might help Jim move it forward if we 
offer a resolution of support. I’m not on the committee but it’s just my thought.  
 
MERRIHEW: We appreciate that.  
 
MARNELL: I was just thinking, after the fact, you improve the buildings and you look for return and 
continued use and we look at it, if we don’t do something with those buildings in a few more years 
they’ll be to a point where somebody won’t be able.  
 
TYLER: I’ll make that resolution of support.  
 
MERRIHEW: A resolution in support for the project, moved by Mr. Tyler. Seconded by Mr. Marnell.  
 
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
(ROOST) TO EXPLORE THE  OPPORTUNITY OF HOSTING THE WORLD UNIVERSITY GAMES. 
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This was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Marnell.   
 
MERRIHEW: Discussion or comments on the resolution? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
That resolution carries, thank you very much.  
 
MIGA: I think there’s a pretty clear understanding that this a chicken and egg type thing and so if you 
don’t do this, then there’s, like Mike said, the building is in disrepair and we’re not world class, you 
know piggybacking off of what Randy said and the Governor’s commitment. To have world class 
facilities at Gore as well as Whiteface, this kind of plays right into that hand and I think the benefit is, 
it’s national, it just happens to be here, but the national exposure or international exposure is really 
something… 
 
TYLER: It’s the only way we can get it.  
 
POLITI: If we don’t improve our facilities, we are going to be left behind.  
 
MIGA: Right 
 
POLITI: Park City is already making moves to take-over as much winter sports in this Country as 
possible and we will be left behind.  
 
MIGA: I agree 
 
SOCZZAFAVA: What is that? Park City? Is that a municipality?  
 
MONTY: Park City, Utah 
 
POLITI: It’s the Utah Sports Commission.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The reason I ask, I just saw some private firm from Colorado just bought Killington.  
 
MCKENNA: That’s right  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They are buying up these resorts in Vermont and so forth.  
 
MCKENNA: Killington did it right, Tom. They did $100 million worth of improvements over there. 
They’ve got Three World Cup Alpine Events. We haven’t had a World Cup Alpine Event since the 
‘80’s. Then Stratton was just bought out too and $100 million there, Stowe as well. So, the 
competition of that stuff is climbing 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean they’re in our backyard.  
 
MCKENNA: Yup, yup 
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MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments for Mr. McKenna? James, thank you very much.  
 
MCKENNA: Thank you very much.  
 
MERRIHEW: Congratulations to Mr. Preston on his successful Wilmington/Whiteface Road Race 
again this year.  
 
PRESTON: Thank you all for your support.  
 
MERRIHEW: It’s one of the more organized activities that we do and you pay attention. It’s easy to 
participate in something like that.  
 
PRESTON: Thank you 
 
MERRIHEW: Any further business to come before this Committee?  
 
TYLER: I would like to do a resolution of appreciate to John “Jack” Napper for 50 years on the Fire 
Department and Emergency Squad.  
 
MERRIHEW: Absolutely. Do I have a unanimous second?  
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO JOHN “JACK” NAPPER OF THE TOWN OF WESTPORT 
FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND AMBULANCE SQUAD. 
This was offered by Mr. Tyler, and unanimously seconded.  
 
MERRIHEW: And you have been well served. Any further business to come before the committee? 
Being none, we stand adjourned.  
 
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:34 AM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


