
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, August 14, 2017 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 10:58 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Ed Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Charles Harrington, 
Michael Marnell, Noel Merrihew, Tom Scozzafava, Charles Whitson Jr., Joe Pete Wilson, Roby 
Politi, Joseph Giordano, Jerry Morrow and Archie Depo. James Monty, Wester Miga, Ron Moore, 
Randy Preston, and Michael Tyler had been previously excused.  Steve McNally was absent.  

 
Department Heads present: Daniel Palmer and Anna Reynolds. Dan Manning was absent.  
 
Also present: Dina Garvey, Kim Reilly, Jody Olcott, Rick LeVitre, and Aurora McCaffery. Jim 
McKenna was absent. 

 
News Media present: Pete Demola - Sun News and Denise Raymo - Press Republican. 
 

 
****************************** 

 
 The first item on the agenda was the Industrial Development Agency with Jody Olcott 
reporting as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning everyone, we will call this Economic Development Committee to order, 
first on the agenda, IDA. Ms. Jody Olcott, she has no report today, does anyone have any questions 
or comments for Jody this morning? Being none, thank you very much Jody, have a nice morning. 
 

******************************* 
 

REYNOLDS: Good morning, there are three 239M reviews today. The first is the Town of Essex 
provided a referral for the Belden Noble Memorial Library. The Library is requesting to add a deck to 
the rear of the building through an area variance, but there will be no impact to County property and 
therefore a letter of no comment is recommended.  
 
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF ESSEX 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Morrow. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on August 14, 2017. 
 
 REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
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Town of Essex - Belden Noble Memorial Library       deck addition to rear of structure 
   
  Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Marnell and passed on a vote of 6 in favor, 3 
absent, and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments? All those in favor? Opposed? Thank you 
 
REYNOLDS: The next 239M is the Town of Schroon is amending their zoning ordinance and map. 
The change is not going to impact County property and therefore a letter of comment is 
recommended.  
 
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF SCHROON 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Marnell. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on August 14, 2017. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Schroon     amending the town zoning ordinance and map  
      
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Harrington and passed on a vote of 6 in 
favor, 3 absent and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the referral? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries, thank you Anna.  
 
REYNOLDS: The Town of Chesterfield is revising their Flood Damage Prevention Local Law, there 
is no impact to County property and therefore a letter of no comment is recommended. 
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ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF CHESTERFIELD 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Morrow. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on August 14, 2017. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Chesterfield   Revision to the Flood Damage Prevention Local Law  
      
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Depo and passed on a vote of 6 in favor, 3 
absent and none opposed. 
 
 
MERRIHEW: Comments, questions? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? Motions carries, 
thank you.  
 
REYNOLDS: I just wanted to summarize the July Consolidated Funding Applications, on page five 
and six it shows the grant applications with the titles, listed by Town, just in case anyone had any 
questions on those details. The costs are included in those charts and currently we are anxiously 
awaiting the Smart Growth Grants through the DEC, those are listed on page one. I know many 
Supervisors are anxious to hear, but we will let you know immediately as soon as we find out.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Anna and we do appreciate all the work that goes into 
complying all that paperwork. Any comments or questions for Ms. Reynolds before we let her go? I 
guess not, thank you very much.  
 
REYNOLDS: Thanks 
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Essex County Historian with Aurora McCaffery 
reporting as follows: 
 
MCCAFFERY: Hello, good morning. You have my report, I actually don’t have anything to add this 
month. I will be happy to answer any of your questions.  
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MERRIHEW: Any questions for Aurora this morning? Being none, you may go. Thank you very 
much Aurora, we appreciate all of your help.  
 
MCCAFFREY: You’re welcome.  

 
 

**************************** 
 
 
 The next item on the agenda was Cornell Cooperative Extension with Rick LeVitre reporting 
as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: Next we do have Cooperative Extension, a very busy gentleman these days, no doubt.  
Good morning Rick.  
 
LEVITRE: Good morning, you have my report and I want to take this time to just elaborate on the 
first part of it which is referring to 4H programs, 4H youth development. 4H is the largest youth 
organization in the United States and in the report we reference youths and adults and their learning 
of such things as career opportunities, natural resources, animal sciences, horticulture, leadership 
and STEM activities (science, technology, engineering, and math). The reason I emphasis that is 
that these dollars that come from the Federal dollars through USDA, the dollars through the State 
and of course the dollars through the County are all leveraged to give us the opportunity to reach out 
to as many youth as we can. You’ll see this week at the Fair that I believe was referenced to as far 
as busy, the 4H Department is obviously out straight in getting ready and will be conducting so many 
activities during the Fair where youth, adult leaders and parents who exhibit skills, learn new ones 
and have fun doing it and why is this important? Because they’re the next round of leaders in this 
Community, in this County and in this State. We’re tied to Cornell, Extension is tied to the land grant, 
I’ve mentioned that before. So, we have researched based information and what we’re finding is that 
4H has a higher percentage of youth that enter higher Ed and they have good jobs as a result. Now, 
these kids are more likely to get in less trouble; which cost taxpayers money. The County dollars to 
4H are a great return on investment for these programs. The cost to deal with troubled youth, as you 
know, is exorbitant. So, I’d just like to emphasis that at a time that 4H is shining at a County Fair and 
shines all year long in leadership, education, and importantly fun while they learn.  
That’s all I have.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Rick.  
Very appropriate, like you say this time of the year with all those children out there, the participation, 
the opportunity to finally show their things that they have worked on all year. So, I would certainly 
invite all Supervisors to support as much as we can during the week of the Fair.  
Do we have any questions or comments for Rick this morning?  
 
HARRINGTON: Are you milking a cow?  
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LEVITRE: Well, it wouldn’t be the first one, that’s for sure, but I think I’m going to lead others in that 
and I’ve done that a few times at some big fairs too.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, I guess that’s all. Thank you very much Rick and good luck in this coming 
week.  
 
GILLILLAND: Mr. Levitre is going to be doing the announcing at the parade. Is that correct?   
 
LEVITRE: That is correct.  
 
GILLILLAND: So, when we all get together and march as a Board, he’ll be announcing something.  
 
MERRIHEW: To make sure we’re in step; that’s what it is.  
 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST) with 
Kim Reilly reporting as follows: 
 
REILLY: Real briefly, obviously Jim’s not here in town, he’s on his way to Taipei, today. I believe he’s 
flying today and I just thought I’d mention some of the big upcoming events; which of course I’m in 
danger of omitting some and getting in trouble here, but these are the more major events that are 
coming up in the, for the fall that we’ll be promoting. Of course, Cycle Adirondacks will be beginning 
and ending in Schroon Lake and that’s August 19th through the 25th and that’s also going to be in 
Keene Valley and in Saranac Lake. There are public events, entertainment at night for the 
communities. So, that’s going to be exciting for Schroon Lake especially.  
The Teddy Roosevelt Weekend in Newcomb is September 15th through the 17th. They’re going to be 
celebrating Women’s Suffrage, World War II and the Tawhaus Mining Heritage, a lot of heritage 
stuff.  
The Adirondack Distance Festival, of course and the Adirondack Marathon in Schroon Lake, 
September 23rd and 24th.  
The first Ironman 70.3 race is going to be on September 10th. That’s going to be big for Lake Placid 
and North Elba, as well as the 6th Annual Lake Placid Brewfest on September 25th; which is at the 
Olympic Center and is getting bigger every year, I think. It’s a full days’ event.  
The first time in Wilmington they’re going to be hosting the Wilmington Mountain Bike Festival, 
September 1st through the 3rd; which will be a really cool thing. It includes a kids’ fun ride and a race 
that the kids actually came up with themselves. The Hardy Kids Mountain Bike Race; which sounds 
like it will be really awesome. There’s going to be group rides for all. It’s a new mountain biking event 
that will support Wilmington’s status as a mountain biking destination.  
Festival of Colors will be in Wilmington on September 9th and Octoberfest at Whiteface Mountain, 
September 30th through October 1st.  
Lake Champlain Region; there’s a lot of the word heritage throughout my little notes here; which is 
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kind of cool for the fall season; the foliage, heritage and agriculture stuff that we see. Ticonderoga 
weekend; which has absolutely nothing to do with heritage, it’s really the future; right?, August 26th 
and 27th. Heritage, Harvest and Horse Festival is one of the events at Fort Ti. That will be on 
September 30th.  
Crown Point; the Penfield Heritage Day is coming up on August 20th and Apple Folk Fest, both at 
the Penfield Museum; that’s on October 8th.  
And of course Moriah’s big Labor Day celebration is coming up as well.  
And of course you’re well aware that the Fair is starting is week, the 16th through the 20th at the 
fairgrounds and that there’s a brand new event that will be held at the fairgrounds this year; the 
inaugural Arts and Crafts Festival, August 30th and 31st, from 10:00 to 4:00. That’s another good use 
of the fairgrounds, we hope and then the 2nd Annual Harvest Festival, Saturday, September 16th, 
where there will be breweries and the local farmers and lots of vendors.  
And as far as my job, I’m the Communications Director, so I speak to what I am for the fall. We’ve 
been promoting; as we always do; the touring aspect of the Adirondacks in general and the region 
lends itself nicely to touring for foliage and we will be hosting seven upcoming familiarization tours 
for various media and influencers, including a couple of big ones, one from Huffington Post and UK 
Daily News and some golf folks. So, you know that’s sort of one of the aspects of my job is doing 
that. 
We’re also leading the I Love New York foliage reports. So, those will all be online, we have a team 
of people throughout the region that submit those reports and we’re going to be aggregating them 
on AdirondacksUSA.com this year, so that we have something that we can easily distribute out there 
so, for media wise to promote where you can see the reds and oranges and I think that’s basically it.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Kim. Yes, it just gives us an idea of even when there’s no report 
how much activity is taking place over that mountain every week; which is delightful for us.  
 
REILLY: Right, good 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments for Ms. Reilly? I guess you completed everything. Thank you 
very much Kim.  
Any further business to come before the Committee this morning? Being none, we stand adjourned. 
Thank you very much  
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:12 AM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


