
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, February 15, 2017 

 
 
Gerald Morrow, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Morrow called this DPW Committee Meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with the 
following supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Edward Gardner, Shaun Gillilland, Charles 
Harrington, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy 
Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Charlie Whitson.    

Michael Marnell and Wester Miga were absent.  Joseph Giordano and Stephen McNally 
were previously excused.   

 
Department heads present were:  Chris Garrow, Daniel Palmer and Judy Garrison.  Dan 
Manning was previously excused. 
 
Also present:  Dave Reckahn, Margaret Bartley, Sharon Boisen, Curt Gregory, Mike McGinn 
and Wendy Sayward. 
 
News Media present:  None. 
 
MORROW:  I will call the Department of Public Works to order.  Everyone please stand for the 
salute to the flag.  Good morning everyone.  Come on right up Chris.  You’ve got a couple of 
resolutions I see we can get started with. 
 
GARROW:  The first resolution is to authorize the County Chairman to file an application for 
State Assistance from the Household Hazardous Waste Day Assistance Program authorizing 
with New York State. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO FILE AN 
APPLICATION FOR STATE ASSISTANCE FROM THE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
(HHW) STATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE 
ASSOCIATED STATE CONTRACT, UNDER THE LAWS OF NEW YORK STATE. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Politi and Mr. Gardner. 
 
MORROW:  Any discussion? 
 
PALMER:  Actually we do need to have some discussion.  Last year the locations of these were 
North Elba, North Hudson and Lewis.  I know Tommy you raised the issue of whether it should 
be in Moriah next year or some other location.  Clearly I think the North Hudson site needs to be 
kept for the lower end of the county and North Elba for the upper end of the county but I don’t 
know what you want to do with the Lewis site?  Whether you are going to have it there in Lewis 
or move it to Moriah or how you want to handle it? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’d like to try one year in Moriah.  I mean, you have between Moriah, Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga you’ve got 12,000 people. 
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MORROW:  I think you’re right but I was wondering about keeping it in Lewis though that’s good 
for the upper end instead of driving to North Elba.  How much extra would it cost to keep it in 
Lewis where we have it right now and add Moriah?  What would that extra cost be? 
 
GARROW: That I don’t know. 
 
PALMER:  I don’t know. 
 
MORROW:  Could you get us a figure on that? 
 
MONTY:  Dan what were our numbers for the three locations? 
 
PALMER:  I don’t have those in front of me right now but as far as a number of people that 
participated in them? 
 
MONTY:  Right.  I mean that should be a driving point for me is there one site that was less 
used? 
 
PALMER:  My guess is North Hudson was the smallest amount probably but again for Minerva 
and Newcomb and Schroon Lake, North Hudson does really make the most sense.  They would 
have a long drive if they had to go to Lewis.  As far as, I know North Elba is always the highest 
numbers but again I don’t know what the Lewis number was specifically but we can find out. 
 
MORROW:  Curt you had your hand up.  Did you have some information on that?  Come on 
right up. 
 
GARROW:  Curt would have some of those figures because he went around to all three 
stations. 
 
MORROW:  That’s what I thought. 
 
GREGORY:  I helped coordinate some of that last year with Shannon.  Surprisingly the Lewis 
site, the numbers were very close to North Elba with North Hudson falling behind in third. 
 
MOORE: Moriah is pretty approximate to North Hudson I mean I don’t mind holding it there but 
it would be a little extra obviously for Schroon for them but if you want to keep it to three I don’t 
know, I’m good either way but like I said Moriah is probably ten or twelve miles away if you want 
to shift it over there. 
 
MORROW: Mr. Moore I didn’t mean to take it away from North Hudson I meant to add Moriah. 
 
MOORE:  No.  I’m just throwing that out there.  I know we would like to keep it.  You know South 
as well it’s just further East and it makes it a little bit further especially for Newcomb and we are 
pretty close to the Northway.  Whatever. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Why don’t we do Jerry what you suggested see how much extra it would cost to 
add another site. 
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MORROW:  Okay so my question now the mover and seconder of the motion is keep it at the 
three places do you want to do that now and then when we get the figures at ways and means 
move it to add Moriah? 
 
POLITI: I don’t think it said anything about the three places in the resolution. 
 
MORROW:  Do you want to make your motion to add the four places then or the three places? 
 
POLITI:  No I think three places are fine.  I think you should try Moriah.  I mean if Ron’s 
numbers were lower according to Curt I think – it’s all about numbers isn’t it? 
 
MORROW:  Yes so leave it right now to three places and we’ll make that decision when we get 
the numbers back of where it’s going to be in those three places. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Moriah is the second busiest transfer station in the county I mean in regards to 
tonnage, half of Westport and Crown Point use it. 
 
PALMER: We can check what it would cost to add a fourth site but if not, certainly we could 
substitute North Hudson for Moriah.  Again, I think the Newcomb’s and Minerva’s might not get 
over there but -. 
 
MORROW: So we can move it for now and address it at ways and means when we get those 
figures.  Any other discussion?  All in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Next one Chris. 
 
GARROW: The second resolution is a resolution authorizing the purchasing agent to bid for 
water meter, gate valves and ductile iron pipe and fittings for the insulation of a bypass at the 
Public Safety Building. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID FOR A 
WATER METER, GATE VALVES, DUCTILE IRON PIPE AND DUCTILE IRON FITTINGS AT 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING. 
Moved by Mr. Depo, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava. 
 
MORROW: Questions or discussion? 
 
MONTY:  Yeah I’d like to add, Chris and Jim approached me this is for you Randy you and 
Roby about the water at the county building and we’ve been discussing certain things and my 
biggest concern was the meter was never placed where it was supposed to be in the initial 
design of that building which does show it at the curb.  Jim, Curt and Chris have found a meter 
they actually have a meter pit already that they were given for this and I’ve already discussed it 
with our town board. I believe we can cut what the county pays at least by a third, at least by a 
third if not more what the county pays for water so that’s – I’ve been involved in this. 
 
POLITI:  I’m going to vote for you for Finance Chair.  (laughter) 
 
MORROW:  Any other discussion?  After those comments I’ll try to reserve mine because I was 
going to ask if the county was going to borrow all that costs or if Lewis was going to pay for 
some of it? 
 
MONTY: Of what? 
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MORROW:  The cost for installing these meters because Lewis gets all the money from the 
revenue. 
 
MONTY: I believe if we want to continue with this agreement this agreement will be at the 
county’s expense. 
 
PRESTON: I guess honestly the only question I have number one I want to thank Mr. Monty for 
cooperating but number two, I thought this board approved like one-hundred grand three or four 
years ago to do this.  Where did that money ever go? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We did. 
 
PALMER:  It was in the budget.  I never really allotted it to be spent I mean it really was Tony at 
the time came up with a whole list of problematic – 
 
PRESTON:  So that money would have went to fund balance right? 
 
PALMER:  Oh yeah. 
 
PRESTON: Okay. 
 
PALMER: If it didn’t get spent it falls back to fund balance. 
 
MONTY:  And Mr. Preston I can tell you that this is not going to cost anywhere near $100,000. 
 
PALMER:  No, no what they are proposing is way better and it makes more sense.  It’s really a 
solution.  Jerry provided the pit at no cost so by the time we’re done - 
 
PRESTON: So we’re talking a refund from Lewis of some type? 
 
MONTY:  No now don’t go dreaming. 
 
PRESTON:  Roby whispered that in my ear.  (laughter) 
 
MONTY:  It has taken us a year but we have worked on it. 
 
MORROW:  We at the Town of Chesterfield had a meter left over so I donated it to DPW for that 
project.  Anybody else?  Any discussion?  If not, all in favor – opposed – resolution carries.  Do 
you have any other resolutions? 
 
GARROW:  No. 
 
MORROW:  Okay highway – everybody has got their report.  Any questions on any of the 
divisions? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Are you asking for any questions on all of these areas? 
 
MORROW:  Yes – do you have a question on one? 
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HARRINGTON:  On the Fish Hatchery has demolition begun on the manager’s house? 
 
GARROW: It has not and we are supposed to be scheduling that as soon as Jim gets back and 
he gets back Friday. 
 
MORROW: Would you like to mention about – I don’t know if it has been mentioned here or not 
but the announcement went out to hire someone at the Fish Hatchery for taking over and 
everything and how that person used to work for Soil and Water you couldn’t have gotten a 
better person.  Would you like to mention that? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Right.  Our current manager at the Fish Hatchery has total hands on 
experience in running the fish hatchery and the person who has recently been hired has a high 
degree of efficiency on the technological side of it so with the both of them working together I 
think you’ll find that the fish hatchery will certainly be in good hands. 
 
MORROW:  It very much will. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Chris are they making – I see NYSEG installed data loggers for voltage are 
they making any progress at all on that? 
 
GARROW:  Since we’ve done the work out at the jail we’ve not had an issue.  We’ve 
documented everything.  NYSEG has not come back with a report they are saying they are 
seeing nothing so I mean; we’ve not had a problem since. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good. 
 
MORROW:  Any other discussion on anything?  Okay Chris did you have anything extra that 
wasn’t on your report? 
 
GARROW: Yes just one other thing that I have been notified yesterday that we’re having a 
problem with the social services boiler there is a leak in one of the chambers so we’re 
addressing it, we’re trying to find a solution for it so just to give you a heads up that might come 
up again. 
 
MORROW:  Okay very good.  Is there anything more for DPW or Chris?  If not, thank you Chris. 
 
GARROW: Thank you. 
 

********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Soil and Water Department with Dave Reckahn 
reporting as follows: 
 
MORROW: Come right up Dave.  Good morning Dave.  Everyone has got Dave’s report before I 
see if there is anything else does anybody have any questions on the report that you received?  
If not, Dave do you have anything to add to it? 
 
RECKAHN:  Just a quick comment the discussion about the Soil and Water Conservation 
District, we did lose our lead technician to the fish hatchery but we will be replacing that 
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position.  Hopefully we’ll be meeting tomorrow at our Soil and Water Conservation District and 
authorize us to go out and hopefully sometime in March or April we will replacing that position. 
The other thing that I’ve been involved with that I know actually was supposed to be discussed I 
believe at the committee meeting on Monday and I know Cooperative Extension wasn’t able to 
meet because of the snow that we had.  Just an update from my perspective on the Ag District, I 
did contact Anita and Real Property and in talking to Real Property is sounds like they are in the 
middle of their updates right now that are due March 1st so they weren’t going to be able to get it 
done until probably the middle of March but they are hoping to get all those maps done by the 
middle of March so once I get together with Anita then we can put together the meetings that 
need to happen for the Farmland Protection Board, Supervisors and hopefully that process the 
goal would probably be able to wrap that up through meeting in April and May and have that all 
back out to the State sometime in May so just a quick report on that for those of you involved in 
the Ag District. 
The only other thing I have is as we commented on; we did complete the timber sale in Lewis.  
We submitted our invoice for work that was done that was turned into Purchasing and then we 
will be now trying to work to update the plan and do a lot of work in inventory in the county forest 
to determine where the next timber sale will be.  At this point Lewis is completed.  One of the 
ones that we are looking at as a potential is certainly Minerva does not have large timber but 
there certainly is a pretty heavily stocked woodlot there that may in need of some thinning out 
there so we’ll be looking at that area and also nothing has been done in the largest parcel that 
we have up in the Town of Jay so we will probably looking at those parcels and Laura and some 
of our other staff will be out doing a lot of inventories through the winter and spring time.  That’s 
it. 
 
POLITI:  Dave what kind of revenue did you generate from that timber sale? 
 
RECKAHN:  I believe that one was again pretty similar; I think it was little less than what we did 
in the past.  I’m trying to remember, I think it was in the $36,000 category for this last one.  I 
think the one before that was $46,000. 
 
POLITI:  Okay. 
 
MORROW: Anything else?  Any questions for Dave?  Anything else Dave? 
 
RECKAHN:  No, that’s it. 
 
MORROW:  Thank you very much.  I hope everybody has a good day and if there is nothing 
else for DPW we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this DPW meeting it was adjourned at 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


