
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, July 17, 2017 

 
 
Gerald Morrow, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 

Chairman Morrow called this DPW Committee Meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with the 
following supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles 
Harrington, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Ronald Moore, 
Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, Joe Pete Wilson and Charlie 
Whitson.    

Ed Gardner, Wester Miga and Michael Tyler were previously excused.   
 

Department heads present were:  Daniel Palmer and Judy Garrison.   
 
Also present:  Jim Dougan and Laura Benedict. Dave Reckahn had been previously excused. 
 
News Media present:  Keith Lobdell – Sun News. 
 
 
MORROW:  I will call the DPW meeting to order. Everybody stand for the pledge of allegiance 
please.  Good morning everyone.  Come right up Jim. Good morning Jim. 
 
DOUGAN: Good morning. 
 
MORROW:  Okay you’ve got quite a few resolutions today Jim I see so everybody receive the 
agenda for DPW?  Anybody have any questions for Jim before we get started and if you do 
think of any later on we’ll ask again.  Jim you want to start off with resolution number one? 
 
DOUGAN: Sure I tried to put some notes there so I’ll try to go through this fairly quickly. There’s 
a grant out there for electric car charging stations.  I’d like a resolution authorizing the DPW and 
Community Resources to apply for two grants in the amount of $9,572.26 each to install these 
electric car charging stations. One at the big parking lot by the courthouse and another one up 
at the Public Safety Building.  There is a 25% match and we feel we can get most of that with 
our labor. 
 
MORROW: Moved by Mr. Scozzafava. Do we have a second on that?  Mr. Depo. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND THE 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT TWO GRANTS 
FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $9,572.26 EACH FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO CHARGEPOINT 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 
CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Depo. 
 
MORROW: Discussion? 
 
PRESTON:  Is that the official station?  So the lead cord going out the window from Dan’s office 
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is longer?  (laughter) 
 
PALMER: I don’t have my car anymore.  You finally get a charge station and I don’t have the 
Volt. 
 
MORROW:  Anyone else? 
 
MONTY:  Where is the location going to be for the one here? 
 
DOUGAN: It is at the courthouse, the big parking lot on the side. 
 
MONTY: Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Anybody else?  If no other discussion, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  
Thank you. Number two. 
 
DOUGAN:  Number two is a grant application through the current round of consolidated funding.  
It is something that we came across just recently that I didn’t find anyone else in Essex County 
that was applying for it. It’s a $250,000 grant towards; it’s about wildlife connectivity so we felt 
we could use it to replace one of our culverts on the county road, Hurricane Road in the Town of 
Keene.  So it would be a joint application between DPW, the Nature Conservancy and Soil and 
Water so I’d like a resolution authorizing us to apply for that grant. 
 
MORROW: Can I have a motion on that?  Moved by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Scozzafava.   
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO APPLY FOR 
AND ACCEPT A WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT IN AN AMOUNT UP TO 
$250,000.00, FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF AN EXISITING CULVERT ON COUNTY ROUTE 
13, HURRICANE ROAD IN THE TOWN OF KEENE AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava.   
 
MORROW: Any discussion or questions?  If not, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  
Number three – do you want to move this one or just talk about it?  Is that the one you wanted 
to table? 
 
DOUGAN:  Why don’t I talk about it and then we have a fairgrounds committee meeting shortly 
after this and Mr. Gillilland can choose whether we want to move this or not. This is as 
discussed in the fairgrounds committee meeting for the last few months some renovations, 
improvements to the Cornell Cooperative Extension Building. This grant would be an application 
for up to $500,000 worth of grant through SHIPO for the preservation of the Cornell Building 
along with the Bell Tower here at this facility kind of a joint application for both facilities. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I can’t come move it but in sight of the fairgrounds what we’ve done, taking a look 
at the engineering analysis of the Cornell Building, CCE and Soil and Water Building the price 
tag for making it a 365 day building is extremely high.  The price tag for making it a three 
season building is not as high but we’re not ready to come to the board yet with those options 
because we have to flush some more details out.  Either option we do because the building is 
on the National Historic Register the option of demolishing it is not an option that we feel or the 
community feels should go before the board so I was leaning more towards the option of the 
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SHIPO grant because the options that we provide on the table, either one we’re going to need 
that money. 
 
MORROW:  Okay then in that case, moved by Mr. McNally do we have a second?  By Mr. 
Moore and Mr. Scozzafava.  We’ve got a lot of seconds.   
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY RESOURCE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY 
FOR AND ACCEPT A NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT IN AN AMOUNT UP TO $500,000, FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF THE CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION BUILDING AND 
REPAIRS TO THE ESSEX COUNTY MAIN COMPLEX BELL TOWER AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
SAME. 
Moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Moore and Mr. Scozzafava 
 
MORROW:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY: Because it’s on the National Historic Register that’s – it wouldn’t be an option to? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Well it does cause, when you knock down a historic building it does cause some 
problems.  We also felt in having discussions with Mr. Tyler you know, knocking down that 
building and putting up something else would probably cause diligences to the facade I guess of 
that area of Westport and stuff is just not seen as – I mean it is an option to consider but 
probably not a top option to be recognized. 
 
MONTY:  Absolutely not.  Thank you. 
 
MORROW:  Any other discussion?   
 
HARRINGTON: I’m not on the committee but I had understood previously that if a structure was 
on the National Historic Register that it could be destroyed?  You still have options in regards to 
that. 
 
MORROW:  Mr. Gillilland just mentioned that it could be but that’s not the option that they want.  
You’re right though Mr. Harrington. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They can be.  We’ve got a number of those in Moriah but when you get into 
renovations if you have a building on the register I mean architectural replacement windows 
that’s a lot that’s involved that really drives that price sky high so there’s really other than getting 
grant money, that’s really the only significant value of it being on the register but I know when 
we did our town hall renovations it just drove the price right through the roof because of that 
designation. 
 
MORROW: It definitely does. We did it for the Town of Chesterfield down in Ausable Chasm for 
a historic building that we turned into a museum and it was outrageous but we did it because it 
was worth it. 
 
McNALLY:  From the time I’ve been on the board I’ve seen vast improvements on the 
fairgrounds complex down there and probably economically it does not make sense to redo that 
building but it’s there, it’s a historical building, the fairgrounds as a unit would lose by not having 
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that building and I’m all for moving forward getting that building manageable in full force. 
 
MORROW: Anybody else? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  $500,000 won’t make a dent in that building especially with the grant money 
and then we will be paying prevailing wages.  One suggestion I think we need to look at is there 
is a number of skilled craftsmen out there that you can hire temporarily, seasonal a lot of work 
could get done that needs to be done on some of these buildings verses going out to bid and 
hire a contractor because once you get a contractor in there that’s where it kills you because 
you’re paying prevailing wages it’s just a suggestion.  I know there’s costs associated with 
temporary employees or part-time employees but those costs are either way. 
 
MORROW:  Right.  Anybody else? 
 
MARNELL:  I agree $500,000 won’t do it but it’s a start. We haven’t done much to it over the 
years, we need to get started work on it and I’ve said it before the same thing that Tom said 
there are people semi-retired that will work below prevailing wages. 
 
MORROW:  Yes you’re right Mr. Marnell it’s a starting point.  Anybody else?  If not, all in favor, 
opposed –  
 
MONTY:  The $500,000 will go a long way into making a three season building right and we are 
exploring other options am I correct in that regard? 
 
MORROW: Yes, that is correct. 
 
DOUGAN:  The grant application is due with the CFA’s at the end of this month so that’s part of 
why I’m asking for a resolution right now but we are still exploring other options we are still 
talking about it at the fairgrounds committee $500,000 would go a long way to at least stop the 
deterioration that is kind of the focus of the discussion at fairgrounds committee to stop the 
deterioration and just to – not to give my two cents on Mr. Scozzafava’s suggestion but if I could 
hire some summer help here to mow lawns I’ve got some skilled people that could do more if I 
could hire some summer help to mow lawns in the future so if you want to talk about projects 
like that then I’d love to talk about it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We don’t use Moriah inmates for mowing? 
 
DOUGAN:  Not for lawn mowing here they do a lot of work at the fairgrounds, a lot of work at 
the fish hatchery but we really don’t typically have them here at the main complex, no. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  What about, I know some counties actually use their own jail inmates for a lot 
of their work.  You can’t do that here? 
 
PALMER:  In order to use your own inmates they have to be convicted, in other words they can’t 
be just in jail, pending trial they have to be actually sentenced and then it’s a question of how 
much help do you have to have watching them. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay thank you. 
 
MORROW:  We couldn’t even get them out of the jail when we had emergencies and things for 
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flooding and stuff remember that? A long time ago? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes, Dan is right they have to have a certain amount of sentencing and sent to 
jail which can only be what?  A year I think it is? 
 
MORROW:  Okay anybody else?  We will go back to the vote again because I know Judy heard 
it and I barely heard it.  All in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Number four Jim. 
 
DOUGAN:  Number four and number five are another Federal Aid project.  We have worked 
with DOT to get $10 million dollars-worth of Federal Aid over the next five years so this is 
another one of those projects.  As you guys recall we have to do a resolution where we accept 
all the first instance costs and then get reimbursement from the State and from the Feds so 
number four is a resolution authorizing that first instance expense for the Water Street Bridge 
over the Branch here in Elizabethtown. 
 
MORROW: Moved by Mr. Scozzafava.  Do we have a second on it?  By Mr. Moore. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION, AND FUNDING IN THE FIRST 
INSTANCE 100% OF THE FEDERAL-AID AND STATE “MARCHISELLI” PROGRAM-AID 
ELIGIBLE COSTS, OF A TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL-AID PROJECT, AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFORE; WATER STREET OVER THE BRANCH BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Moore. 
 
MORROW:  Discussion?  Any questions?  If not, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  
Number five. 
 
DOUGAN: Number five is a resolution hiring the design firm for that Water Street Bridge project.  
We have to use DOT approved, engineers and they have to follow the DOT process so I’m 
asking for a resolution to hire Clark Patterson Engineers, Surveyors, Architects and Landscape 
Architect in an amount not to exceed $329,000 for that project. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH CLARK PATTERSON ENGINEERS, SURVEYORS, 
ARCHITECTS AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$329,000.00, FOR ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES, FOR WATER STREET OVER 
THE BRANCH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT (NYSDOT PIN#1760.51) IN THE TOWN 
OF ELIZABETHTOWN, FROM FEDERAL/STATE AID AND BRIDGE BOND MONIES. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Whitson. 
 
MORROW:  Any discussion or questions? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Is that for the project that we just voted on prior to? 
 
DOUGAN: Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Does that engineering seem high? 
 
DOUGAN:  Seems high to me. 
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PALMER: Yes it is on Federal projects. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It’s very high. 
 
DOUGAN:  It’s a Federal project Tom. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I know but it still seems very high. 
 
PALMER:  It’s crazy.  Typically engineering costs run 8% to 9% of building this is running 15%. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We have no say in it even though they are working for us technically we have 
to choose who DOT wants. 
 
PALMER:  Yes you have to use the ones on the list. 
 
DOUGAN:  We choose one on the list and then based without them submitting a price and then 
the price goes to DOT, DOT approves it before I come talk to you. 
 
MORROW: Anybody else?  If not, all in favor, opposed – carries.  Number six. 
 
DOUGAN: Number six is continuing to work on equipment resolution authorizing the purchasing 
agent to award a purchase order to Viking in the amount of $13,303.00 for a new tri axel dump 
box using funds from the equipment bond. 
 
MORROW: Somebody want to move that Mr. Scozzafava.  Do we have a second on it?  Mr. 
Depo. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A 20’ TRI AXEL 
DUMP BOX FROM VIKING CIVES USA FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $13,303.00, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE 2016/2017 EQUIPMENT 
BOND. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Depo. 
 
MORROW:  Any discussion or questions?  If not, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries. 
Number seven. 
 
DOUGAN: Number seven and number eight are some clean up resolutions.  At the end of last 
year I asked to utilize some 2016 unexpended funds for equipment and a LED lightening project 
so number seven is authorizing a budget amendment to increase revenues and appropriations 
in the amount of $180,000, for the LED lighting upgrade project.  I put quite a few notes here 
about the resolutions and the discussions we’ve had previously and we just never did a budget 
resolution to bring that money into 2017. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$180,000.00, FOR THE LED LIGHTING UPGRADE PROJECT FROM 2016 UNEXPENDED 
FUNDS. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Moore. 
 
MORROW: Discussion? 
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SCOZZAFAVA: I’m assuming that will complete the changeover of every fixture and light that 
we have in all of our buildings correct? 
 
DOUGAN: The energy audit actually identified 3,200 light fixtures, interior light fixtures and they 
put a price on it using prevailing wage of over $600,000 so what I proposed last fall was to use 
some money that was left over from propane and fuel oil because those prices stayed low last 
year to buy as many fixtures as I could for our guys to start replacing them.  They’ve replaced 
about 100 so far but we hadn’t moved the money properly for the budget. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Any other discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Number 
eight. 
 
DOUGAN: Number eight, similar last year regarding equipment I requested the board consider 
taking some unexpended 2016 funds from highway fuel and oil and from highway parts for 
equipment that wasn’t expended and move it forward into 2017 rather than dipping into the 
equipment but to spend those unexpended funds rather than have interest carried from the 
equipment bond so I’m asking for a resolution to clean that up since we never did a budget 
amendment in the amount of $427,000. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$427,000.00, FOR ROAD MACHINERY EQUIPMENT FROM 2016 UNEXPENDED FUNDS. 
Moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava. 
 
MORROW:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Dan what – I don’t recall what impact is that going to have in 2018?  That 
money obviously wasn’t appropriated so it’s coming out of fund balance. 
 
PALMER: It was out of road machinery we had a fund balance in road machinery, we’ve been 
carrying that for a few years.  Typically we, maybe every third or fourth budget cycle we’ll look at 
the road machinery fund and see where it is.  It appears to be pretty healthy right now it’s okay.  
I’m not concerned that this is going to impact the up and coming year because I think there is 
enough funding in there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Anybody else?  If not, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Number nine. 
 
DOUGAN:  Number nine, the bridge on Trout Brook Road in Minerva that’s under construction 
right now I’m asking for a contract amendment with Dente Engineering to provide soil and 
concrete testing throughout the construction phase so that’s what this resolution is. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH DENTE ENGINEERING IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8,000.00, FOR CONCRETE AND SOIL SAMPLING AND 
TESTING SERVICES AS NEEDED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TROUT BROOK 
ROAD BRIDGE OVER MINERVA STREAM IN THE TOWN OF MINERVA, WITH FUNDS TO 
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COME FROM THE BRIDGE BOND AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR 
COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME. 
Moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Marnell. 
 
MORROW:  Discussion? Being none, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Did you have 
anything else Jim that came up between that and Friday? 
 
DOUGAN:  Yes some of you that may have come in through the back may have noticed we 
have a small excavation right up next to the building.  We are doing our annual fuel oil storage 
tank testing. We’re having a little bit of trouble getting one of the tanks to test up so they’ve 
excavated so that they can disconnect the fittings and isolate it to make sure that it’s just the 
tank and not maybe a lose fitting or something but in looking at that and doing some research 
we found that there are three underground tanks right around the back of this building two of 
them are 48 years old and one of them is 37 years old so whether this tank tests up or not I 
guess what I’m asking the board is I’d like to go out to bid for new tank replacements.  At least 
get some dollars and figure out what that’s worth.  Those tanks are going to be a lot cheaper to 
remove before there is contaminated soil than after so I can tell you that two of the three tanks 
did test up fine already this year so that’s a good sign but like I said we are struggling with this 
one a little bit and I guess I’d like to be a little bit proactive.  I don’t know where I’m going to get 
the budget funds yet.  I don’t know what the pricing is going to be but I would really like to get it 
before it is contaminated soil potentially. 
 
MORROW: Moved by Mr. Scozzafava to go ahead and get bids on that, quotes on that.  
Second by Mr. McNally. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID FOR FUEL 
OIL STORAGE TANKS. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. McNally. 
 
MORROW:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  How many gallons are they?   
 
DOUGAN:  Ten thousand gallon on this side, there’s a fifteen hundred gallon right on the back 
of the building and then another three-thousand gallon over by the Veteran’s entrance. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Can they use a slip line?  I was reading an article on that. 
 
DOUGAN: I never looked at that Tom.  None of them have, they are all single wall tanks okay?  
Requirements now are a doubled wall tank with monitoring. We pay about $500 per tank per 
year just to have this guy come test them so if we had a monitoring system we could remove 
that testing requirement for any of these if we go to a fiberglass tank.  Long term it has some 
benefits other than the potential to contaminate soil. 
 
McNALLY:  Jim would these be buried tanks again? 
 
PALMER:  Fiberglass, buried. 
 
DOUGAN:  Yes fiberglass, buried with a monitoring system.  A double wall situation. 
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MONTY:  I’m assuming Jim the soil will be tested too?  I mean while we are doing this? 
 
PALMER:  Only if they fail. 
 
DOUGAN:  Only if they fail but we’ll see on this one here but we can have someone there from 
our testing agency to come test things. 
 
MONTY: It would be a shame to replace them and then find out that the soil was contaminated 
and we have to take the tank back up. 
 
GIORDANO:  This is a pressure test right? 
 
DOUGAN:  It is. 
 
GIORDANO: And they have a tendency sometimes to show a false positive am I correct? 
 
DOUGAN: That is correct and part of why we’re pulling the fittings. 
 
GIORDANO:  Are all three the age you just described, the 10,000, the 3,000 and the 1500 are 
all? 
 
DOUGAN: The 3,000 gallon is 47 years old.  The 10,000 gallon is 37 years old and the excuse 
me 48, 48 and then the 1500 is 37 years old. 
 
GIORDANO:  It would make sense to replace them even if they are showing negative. 
 
DOUGAN:  I think they’ve served their useful life. 
 
GIORDANO: Yes, absolutely.   
 
MONTY:  Which one is the one that is failing? 
 
DOUGAN: 1500 is the one that we’re having a hard time bringing up to test. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You need to get them out. These are a financial disaster waiting to happen. 
 
MORROW:  Oh yes, definitely. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: If one of them leaks the contamination is about tens of thousands of dollars just 
in the cleanup. 
 
MORROW:  Yup.  Anybody else?  If not, all in favor, opposed – carries. Anything else Jim? 
 
DOUGAN:  That’s all I have unless anybody had any questions on my report? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Jim anything on the transfer station at Moriah? 
 
DOUGAN:  Todd and I visited your site and the one in Schroon just two weeks ago and so he’s 
doing some work on a design right now. 
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SCOZZAFAVA: And the other, I did talk to I guess Seth was looking into the costs of an 
inspector of asbestos which I had a long conversation, not very pleasant with the Department of 
Labor on Friday and I’m going to tell everybody in this room that these asbestos laws now are 
going to – you are going to see abandon, dilapidated buildings everywhere. The county you 
know, we are going to have to wear two hats if they take them they are going to be stuck with 
the cleanup bill just to find out if there is asbestos in them you are talking three or four grand 
and if there is get the checkbook out because it’s going to be a disaster.  There’s no way that 
you are ever going to get these buildings down without spending thousands and thousands of 
dollars I mean the owners are just going to walk away from them and wait for the county to pick 
them up for taxes, or the banks to take them.  The banks don’t want them.  The zombie 
properties, they don’t even bother foreclosing anymore because they don’t want them.  So it’s a 
real mess and I’ve had discussions with Betty Little’s office and the Governor’s office on this it’s 
going to be a tough, hard situation. 
 
McNALLY:  I just wanted to see if anybody was having any service failure with Serkil in the last 
two weeks.  I’ve been on the phone a quite a few times with Dan.  We have a boys and girls 
camp in the Town of Minerva, over the fourth of July week they postponed our pick up for trash 
probably four or five days before emptying the dumpster and then last week we can’t even make 
contact with them for C&D pick up and our transfer station, everybody in the town uses it and 
boy do they like to complain about it and I don’t know if anybody else was having problems but 
maybe we need to address this issue? 
 
MORROW: I can tell you their phone lines; I couldn’t get ahold of them either on Friday. Their 
phone lines were out for over ten days. 
 
McNALLY:  They’re still out. 
 
MORROW:  They’re still out?  I called Tony Elacqua and they picked up our solid waste trailer 
on Saturday. They were trying to get out to everybody. 
 
McNALLY:  It’s not acceptable to go without phones for ten days without some kind of 
communication. 
 
MORROW:  They understand that too. 
 
MONTY: We’ve been speaking with Verizon every day since a week ago Friday and we’ve 
noticed that people can call out on their phones; they can’t receive calls if they have Verizon in 
the Town of Lewis.  I’ve been in contact with the Public Service Commission and every day I 
was in the office until 5:30 arguing that I’ve got elderly people on life alert, Verizon doesn’t care.  
Verizon really doesn’t care. They are trying to get rid of the hard lines and I finally got a number 
to somebody that worked at Verizon and he said, well we are doing the best we can, don’t know 
when.  It could be a week, maybe ten days, maybe two weeks. 
 
MORROW:  And it’s not only Verizon I’m getting the same thing from Frontier.  An elderly 
couple on oxygen down in Port Douglas haven’t had any phone service in two weeks I think 
they’ve got it now. I called also. My highway garage hasn’t had phone service through Frontier 
for over two to three weeks now so they’re all the same, we’re doing the best we can, we have 
limited workers, we can’t get around so they are all the same. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I talked to the Public Service Commission on this and the fault is the Public 
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Service Commission because they can put the pressure on them, they can place fines on them 
and they are not doing it.  That’s the issue right there so my recommendation is I would get 
ahold of Betty Little and I would get ahold of the Governor’s office because the Public Service 
Commission is appointed by the Governor’s office and that’s where the fault is right there 
because they are just slapping them on the wrist and they are not going to do anything. 
 
MANNING: Just a suggestion you might want to write them, put it in writing, copy all these 
people and then put them on notice if someone dies or someone is seriously injured or 
something they are going to be held responsible so then you put them on notice, not just a 
phone call but you actually have something in writing putting them on notice. 
 
MONTY:  I had to wait through the weekend and calm myself down. 
 
MANNING:  Yes and just tell them they are on notice. 
 
DOUGAN:  At DPW we just recently wrote a letter to the Public Service Commission about your 
project in Keene and how long it was taking the utility company to get there and do that work 
and we got action pretty quickly after that so I have a draft letter if anybody would like to see it 
and where it needs to go. 
And regarding Serkil if you can’t reach them call our office okay?  I’ve received a number of 
phone calls this past week and we immediately sent somebody up and said guys, you’ve got to 
get to this town or that town and pick up a dumpster so call us and we’ll put somebody up there 
and relying the message. 
 
McNALLY:  I called Dan Palmer on this issue and he took care of it and I appreciate that Dan. 
 
MORROW: And I called Jim on Friday and he took care of it for me.  Anybody else? 
 
PRESTON:  And I called Chris and he took care of it. 
 
MORROW:  Very good. 
 
MONTY:  Who can I call to take care of it? 
 
MORROW:  Anyone of those three. 
 
PALMER: No body in Lewis. (laughter) 
 
MONTY:  You can call me though.  (laughter) 
 
MORROW: Anybody else?  No more questions for Jim.  Thank you Jim. 
 
DOUGAN:  Thank you. 

 
************************ 

 
 The next item on the agenda is Soil and Water with Laura Benedict reporting as follows: 
 
MORROW:  Dave Reckahn has been excused but we have Laura here from Soil and Water.  
Laura has some information to bring up since the agenda was sent out.  How are you doing 
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Laura? 
 
BENEDICT:  Good morning.  Good. 
 
MORROW:  Everybody got their report on soil and water.  Do you have any questions for Laura 
before she brings up anything she has on the report?  Okay, Laura did you have something to 
bring up? 
 
BENEDICT:  Yes as you know we do the County Forest woodlot harvesting and we’ve been 
looking over at Minerva and it looks like there is some descent timber there if nothing else it’s 
ready to be cut again to kind of thin it out so that we can grow bigger timber so I’d like to get a 
resolution or however that works to move forward with that.  Mark the timber and then put it out 
to bid with the purchasing agent. 
 
MORROW:  Can I have a motion on that?  Moved by Mr. Whitson, second by Mr. Moore. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT TO GO TO BID AND 
AWARD FOR A TIMBER SALE IN THE TOWN OF MINERVA. 
Moved by Mr. Whitson, seconded by Mr. Moore. 
 
MORROW:  Discussion?  How many acres is that approximately?  Do you know? 
 
BENEDICT:  Haven’t decided that yet.  It’s going to be a larger sale. 
 
McNALLY: I think the whole lot is about 300 acres there. 
 
BENEDICT:  Right, it won’t be that big. 
 
MORROW:  Any other discussion?  All in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Laura anything 
else? 
 
BENEDICT:  Just a quick thought maybe as you’re looking to turn over, Dave was just 
mentioning this to me this morning, as you’re looking to turn over the Frontier Town if there is 
enough time to possibly get a timber sale in?  It might be a good idea to try and get in there now 
and get some money off of it before you turn it over because those trees are probably going to 
be gone anyhow and the State will probably have to pay somebody to come in and do it.  So 
just a thought, think on it.  We’ll bring it up later. 
 
PALMER:  Just to clarify Dan, we are not turning the property over we are just giving them a 
conservation easement? 
 
MANNING: Right giving them a conservation easement and we are talking to the State about 
those types of situations right now.  It’s a great suggestion but I think we should put it off for 
right now. 
 
PALMER: And we will maintain our right to do that. 
 
MOORE:  Part of the conservation easement agreement is going to probably be a lot of the 
North Hudson properties which I believe almost 200 acres.  Have you been on that one?  It is 
across the road so we are going to probably have to have a working or Forester manager to tell 
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us what we can cut and when and so on.  But in terms of the 200 acre lot I would like to discuss 
that if you can and what you think we can get it out and when we can before and this is moving 
fast so I don’t know if we are going to make it but certainly we can meet up and talk about that. 
 
BENEDICT:  Sure we’ll do it then. 
 
MORROW:  Very good then.  Anything else Laura? 
 
BENEDICT:  The only other thing I want to note on the report that Dave sent in he did say that 
we would be checking the county and Westport timber sales to make sure everything was 
stabilized. We did close that out. The grass is growing for the County and we are working on the 
Westport one so those are closed out. You won’t be seeing that on the report anymore. 
 
MORROW: Okay anybody have anything for Laura?  If not, thank you very much Laura.  Have a 
good day.  Anybody have anything else to bring up at the DPW committee? 
 
MONTY: I had one question to ask Jim and didn’t get to it.  It was on the next page.  The 
easement situation in Minerva are they looking to get paid for that now Jim? 
 
DOUGAN: You talking about the temporary bridges? 
 
MONTY: Yes. 
 
DOUGAN:  Well, that’s their approach. They are looking to get paid for the one we don’t have 
yet.  It appears in that report you’ve got two right a ways that we’re working on one is in Minerva 
the other is in Schroon Fraternal Land. It appears that the landowner in Schroon is probably 
going to be able to work with us but the gentleman on Trout Brook Road, at that location right 
now he’s still pushing for money.  He’s pushing to be paid. 
 
MONTY: So outside of payment of that easement what is he asking for? 
 
DOUGAN:  Eminent domain which is a dirty word but we’re trying to negotiate it.  He hasn’t 
come back to the area yet he’s someone from out of town and when he comes back for the 
summer he said he would sit down and discuss it with us so I don’t know if it’s a done deal yet 
but he has held us up for a number of months. 
 
MONTY:  Or the detour? 
 
DOUGAN: Or the detour situation. The need for the easement is because of the temporary 
bridge replacement. 
 
MONTY:  I’m not on this committee but I would not be in favor or paying for that easement 
myself. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I went through that area yesterday and I guess the question would be to the 
gentleman who wants to be paid for the easement, what side of the bridge is he on? 
 
McNALLY:  Yes that’s the point, he’s on this side. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes, exactly.  If he was on the other side I’m sure he would be taking –  
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DOUGAN: If we do go back to the temporary bridges discussion this was the location that was a 
little easier to deal with if it had to be detoured because it didn’t affect the businesses quite so 
much but it was still a concern. 
 
McNALLY: It’s fewer property owners on that side of the bridge plus it’s four miles between the 
bridges I believe approximately four miles. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Why don’t we just declare a State of Emergency and be done with it?   
 
McNALLY:  We have talked; this isn’t put in the schedule until next year. 
 
DOUGAN:  At this point I wouldn’t put it out to bid and try to do it this year you know with the 
probationary period when we can get in the water, the costs would just go crazy to try and have 
a contractor to do that this year so we’ve got some time to try and negotiate it down. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You’ve got fire protection issues there with that bridge closed. 
 
DOUGAN: I haven’t requested your assistance yet Mr. McNally because the gentleman said he 
would talk about it when he got back up this way but I might be requesting that as of right now. 
 
MARNELL:  You say the one in Schroon Lake is resolved? 
 
DOUGAN:  Not completely but he has come our way and I think we are going to be able to 
resolve that without paying for an easement yes. 
 
MORROW: Any more questions for Jim while he’s up here? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Yes, in regards to the Fish Hatchery the manager’s house has been scheduled 
to be removed here for almost a year.  We do have a water project going on in Crown Point that 
has been segmented.  Our Main Street project will start here in August which will mean that next 
year the project will be involved at the Well Bank and that’s not going to occur unless the 
manager’s house is totally removed. 
 
DOUGAN: You will note in my report that that asbestos contractor was actually scheduled last 
month with the large amount of rain and the way the run off comes from that house directly into 
that runoff actually goes directly into the tanks the fact that our people were still stocking and 
wouldn’t be there to protect that we pushed him off.  I spoke with him last week and he’s on 
another job and he’ll be here in the next two weeks to do that job and the biggest reason it was 
delayed was because the old feed stores building was found to be unsafe. We had to go back to 
the Department of Labor get a new, following up on Mr. Scozzafava’s comment on asbestos 
because we had to go back through another whole process to get a new variance written and 
add all that additional costs so I agree, it’s taking a long time.  We’re going to be done well 
before your water project in that area. 
 
MARNELL: I understand it is State laws that govern asbestos but how, are we in a different 
category I see a fire in Saratoga or Schenectady a building catches fire three days later they are 
hosing it down and demolishing the building.  Don’t they have to abide by the same laws? 
 
PALMER:  They would have to abide by the same rules. 
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MARNELL:  You all see a building, two or three this spring in the Schenectady area that were 
standing but they burned and two days later they are soaking them down with hoses. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes, I can answer that question we have two Mr. Marnell right now, or three in 
Moriah you still go through the entire asbestos committee and if you knock it down, the best 
thing to do is knock it down while the Fire Chief is there because they have ultimate authority 
during that fire and directly after the fire.  If he says he wants the building down that’s the time to 
level it but you still have to deal with the asbestos, the debris and everything else.  And you 
know the Department of Labor, Jason Pembrose he blamed EPA well you’ve got EPA 
regulations and you’ve got to enforce these regulations.   
I saw in the Press Republican a few months ago where a control burn up in Clinton County I 
think their fire department had a picture of an old hotel/motel up in flames so you know it’s just 
crazy and if it is EPA I’ve done some research, how come some states, communities outside of 
New York State some even in New York State are getting these demolished and absorbing the 
costs.  One building cost, one single family house would easily cost you $100,000 to get it done 
and the owners are just walking away from them and then we’re going to be faced with a 
situation at the county when they come up for taxes.  What do we do with them?  So they are 
just going to sit in your townships forever.  It’s a huge issue. 
 
MORROW:  Anybody else?  Okay is there anything else to come before the DPW?  If not, we 
are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this DPW meeting it was adjourned at 
10:10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


