
Regular Board Meeting 
Monday, March 6, 2017 

 
 
Randy Preston, Chairman 
Shaun Gillilland, Vice-Chairman 
 
Chairman Preston called this Regular Board Meeting to order at 10:00 am with a salute to the 
flag. Upon roll-call, the following Supervisors were found in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun 
Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, 
Wester Miga, James Monty, Ron Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom 
Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe-Pete Wilson and Charlie Whitson, Jr.  Ed Gardner was 
previously excused. 
 
Department Heads present were: Michael Diskin, Judy Garrison, Chris Garrow, Don Jaquish, 
Dan Manning, Sue Montgomery-Corey and Dan Palmer. 
 
Deputies present were:  Jim Dougan 
 
News Media present: Pete DeMola – Sun News. 
 
Also present were:  Sue Ann Caron, Sharon Boisen, Bethany Kosmider, Kathy Recchia – DEC 
Grant Coordinator, Marty Nephew and John Piestrzynski – Mountain Lake Services. 
 
 
PRESTON: I will call this meeting to order.  Would you please all rise to a salute to our flag.  
Roll call please.  Next we will move into our guests and we have Kathy Recchia, DEC Grant 
Coordinator, Adirondack Lakes Center for the Arts here with us today so would you come on up 
please. 
 
RECCHIA:  Good morning and thank you for your time this morning.  I’m Kathy Recchia.  I’m the 
DEC Grant Coordinator for the Adirondack Lakes Center for the Arts.  Some of you may recall I 
was here last year about this time to announce the recipients of the awards and some of our 
organizations who have been awarded are here and I’ll point them out as I read the names of 
the awardees.  Just to refresh your memory these awards are funded by the NYS Council on 
the Arts.  They are administered by the Adirondack Center for the Arts for cultural and 
educational projects throughout Clinton, Essex, Franklin and Hamilton Counties.  This year we 
had $91,000 to award to the four counties.  Essex County received nearly $33,000, for sixteen 
projects and I’m just going to read off the recipients.  You should have packets at your desks 
with these names and a press release so for Community Arts the Adirondack Film Society for 
Sleepless in Lake Placid, the Appleby Foundation for Rebecca Kelly Ballet’s Onstage Summer 
Dance performance, East Branch Friends of the Arts for two programs and we have three 
representatives for East Branch of the Arts right here and it’s for the Reggie Harris Gospel and 
Blues Concert and we have Ovidiu Marinescu and Mark Livshits which is coming up I believe, 
the Elizabethtown Social Center for their On the Center Lawn program, the Essex Community 
Concert Series, the Essex Theatre Company for the Year of the Birds, the Jay Entertainment & 
Music Society for Mountain to Mountain Children’s Theatre Workshop, John Brown Lives! For 
the Blues at Timbuctoo, Piano by Nature Concert Series which is already underway this year, 
Substance Abuse Prevention Team for Naj Wikoff’s Lake Placid Volunteer Ambulance Service 
Mural, the Ticonderoga Festival Guild for Concert sin the Park and Arts Trek, the Ticonderoga 
Heritage Museum for Art Between Two Waters, the Ticonderoga Historical Society for Liberated 
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Ladies: the Songs of Women’s Suffrage and we have a representative of that organization here 
today and for Arts Education for Alisa Endsley from Northway to Broadway with the Willsboro 
Central School. 
So I also want to remind you that towns may apply directly for this grant. Towns may also serve 
as conduits for individuals and for cultural organizations.  The grant request maybe from $500 to 
$5,000 and I’m available year round for questions, for meetings, to talk about ideas for projects 
and programs and to try to coordinate people with projects with conduits as well and all of you 
are invited to our awards ceremony which we hold annual. This year it will be in Essex County, 
in Lake Placid at Heaven Hill Farm and there is always some local press and the Governor 
always sends at least a representative if not in person and last year we had Billy Jones there 
and a representative from Saranac Lake and we hope because we are in Essex County that 
some of you will consider attending.  You all have invitations in your packets.  And otherwise if 
you have questions about our program I’m happy to answer anything right now.  You also have 
a calendar in your packets of our events for the whole year and that kind of sums it up for me. 
 
PRESTON: Does anyone have any questions?  It does not appear so. 
 
RECCHIA:  Okay thank you very much and thank you for supporting the program and please 
continue to let our representatives at the State level know you support it as well.  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Thank you. 
Okay, next we have Mary Nephew, Executive Director from Mountain Lake Services and John 
Piestrzynski to give us a presentation on Disabilities Awareness Month. 
 
NEPHEW:  Good morning.  I want to thank you for the opportunity to speak today.  Each March 
I’ve come and given a little spiel and this year we’re going to do something a little different.  
Mountain Lake Services and the people we support greatly impact our local communities. As 
the largest Essex County employer, we have a large economic impact.  We all civically affect 
our communities through many volunteer efforts completed by the individuals in our program.  
Much progress has been made in our society’s treatment of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.  Parents are no longer pressured to send their children away to 
institutions and more doors than ever have been opened to people with disabilities.  Thanks to 
organizations like ours people with disabilities are leading richer, more fulfilling lives but there 
are still challenges.  As many as 60% of individuals with disabilities remain unemployed.  You 
can help by hiring people with disabilities, inviting people with disabilities to participate in your 
civic organizations or community activities and support Mountain Lake Services by advocating 
for services and funding or even just teaching those around you that all people have something 
to contribute. 
In the folders that have been distributed to each of you there’s information about the programs 
that we operate at Mountain Lake Services also included is information about direct support 
professionals and the campaign for funding, a fair days pay for a fair days work as many of you 
has probably seen at the State Level there is the be fair for direct care, there is some advocacy 
agencies that are presenting for DSP’s throughout New York State.  
At Mountain Lake Services one of the most important things for National Development 
Disabilities Awareness Month is celebrating the abilities of the individuals we serve.  Mr. John 
Piestrzynski is an accomplished athlete.  He’s an Adirondack 46er, an inspiring Saranac 6er and 
this month he will become an International Athlete as he will be competing in the Special 
Olympics World Games in Austria in just a few weeks.  We are tremendously proud of John and 
look forward to him representing Essex County on the International level and we now have a 
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short video to show and I’m going to ask John to come up.  A short video of John and then he’ll 
answer or I can answer any questions anybody may have. 
 
PRESTON: Thank you. 
 

- A short video presentation was shown – 
 
NEPHEW:  Does anybody have any questions for John or myself?  Do you want to tell us a little 
bit about your up and coming trip John? 
 
PIESTRZYNSKI:  Sure.  This week I go to Austria, no I’m sorry I go to Albany first.  I stay in 
Albany and after that I go to Washington DC and from there it is to Austria.   
 
NEPHEW:  We wish him the best.  He’s representing Essex County. 
 
PIESTRZYNSKI:  I’m going to be doing a lot of cross country skiing in Austria. 
 
NEPHEW:  Congratulations. 
 
PRESTON:  Hear, hear congrats.   
Marty if you stay here just a second, I do have a Proclamation here by the county board naming 
March as Development Disabilities Awareness Month so I want to present this to Marty and 
thank you, thank you very much.  I also want to point out last summer I do believe it was the 
group home here in Elizabethtown they built a dozen bird houses for Wilmington and I’m telling 
you they are fantastic and we hung them in our parks and they were such a hit they built 
another dozen for us and they will be hung this spring and honestly Marty did not get the press 
that it should of and when we hang the rest of them this spring we will be sure, because I am 
telling you what they did was fantastic and these bird houses are the coolest things that you 
ever laid eyes on and we were just tickled pink as in the Town of Wilmington to have them and 
they’re such a hit.  You know we got the first ones hung and the feedback that we got back from 
the people was just amazing that we got another dozen sitting there ready to be hung so I want 
to thank you again and again, we will make sure it gets the press that it deserves come spring 
when we hang the rest of them because it’s really, really an amazing thing that was done and 
we greatly appreciate it. 
 
NEPHEW:  Great, well thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Thank you so much. 
Okay I guess we’re ready to move to resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION #42 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Marnell and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #43 – AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO RE-
CLASSIFY A REGISTERED NURSE POSITION TO AN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 



Regular Board 
Monday, March 6, 2017  4 
 
POSITION AND AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF AN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST AT THE 
HOURLY RATE OF $25.78 PER HOUR, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Harrington, seconded by Mr. Miga and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #44 – OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO JOHN P. O’NEILL 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM SERVICE AS COMMISSIONER OF THE ESSEX COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded unanimously and duly adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #45 – AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
PURCHASE, FROM A SOLE SOURCE VENDOR, A VOTING COMPARATOR DISPLAY AND 
ALARM NOTIFICATION FROM MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS, IN AN AMOUNT OF $95,681.00; 
AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF REMOTE CONSOLES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $11,698.00 FROM MOTOROLA/WELLS COMMUNICATIONS, FROM 
BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Miga, seconded by Mr.  Depo and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
PRESTON: Any discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Can you explain to me once again what this thing does for $100,000? 
 
PALMER:  Can we give the courtesy of the floor to Don?  He is here. 
 
PRESTON:  If we can offer the courtesy of the floor to Don?  Moved by Tom, seconded by Mr. 
Gillilland.  All in favor, opposed – come on up Don. 
 
JAQUISH:  Good morning.  So Tom this is a comparator basically what it does is it looks at all 
the tower sites, it compares each signal relative to where the mobile unit is and picks the best 
tower site.  This allows us to look at which site is being selected so we can control the system 
and it also includes a remote unit that’s placed into the dispatch centers so that the dispatchers 
can also monitor it.  It’s really part of the radio system.  It’s just a part we didn’t purchase on the 
onsite but it’s an addition to it and it’s Motorola, it goes with the Motorola system that we have. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So Motorola is the sole source? 
 
JAQUISH:  Correct.  This is their multi-cast and this comparator goes with that particular 
system.  You couldn’t just go out and buy another one and have it work right. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay, thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Any further questions for Don while he is up here in regards to this? 
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MONTY:  This was out of the radio project Don? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes, yes it is.  This is actually out of a $420,000 grant that we got so it’s a grant, it’s 
100% funded. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Dan can we get, not today but at some point an update on that radio project 
and where we are financially? 
 
PALMER: I can have Linda run a report, yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
MARNELL:  Are you satisfied with that system? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes.  I mean we’re still tweaking it; we’re still doing some things to improve it.  This 
is one of those improvements but yes, I’m very satisfied with it and most of the responders are.  
You’re always going to have some places where it’s not going to work perfect but no radio 
system is perfect so yes, I’m quite pleased with it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Since the onset of that system is anything in that system now obsolete? 
 
JAQUISH:  No. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Technology changes? 
 
JAQUISH:  No I mean technology does change Tom. 
 
PRESTON:  I think just Donnie. 
 
JAQUISH:  I’ve become obsolete I think, other than that no. 
 
PALMER:  But again keeping in mind that all computer equipment now generally has a useful 
life of 5 to 7 years. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And we are in what year of this project? 
 
PALMER:  Probably four or something like that. 
 
JAQUISH:  And to be honest is there a better radio?  A better mobile unit? Yes, it’s more 
expensive but there are better ones that would work better with the system so we are not 
repairing the old units, I’ve kept enough spares so we are not going to go through the expense 
of repairing mobiles but again there are better units out there as time goes on, the transmitter 
the infrastructure the backbone no. 
 
PALMER: And the previous system was running on 1952 technology. 
 
PRESTON:  Yes, for sure. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well this system we put in should be good to ’21 something.  Thank you. 
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PRESTON: Any further questions for Don?  If not, thanks Don.  Roll call vote. 
 
RESOLUTION #46- AUTHORIZNG A 10 YEAR PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILOT) 
AGREEMENT WITH CHAMPLAIN VALLEY MILLING, IN THE TOWN OF WILLSBORO. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Gillilland, seconded by Mr.  Morrow and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2400 votes 
NOES:         466 votes (Monty, Scozzafava) 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  This company is in Westport right now going to Willsboro? 
 
PRESTON:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I vote no. 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
RESOLUTION #47 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD RFP TO ESPC 
ENGINEERING, IN THE AMOUNT OF $231,148.00, FOR THE COMMUNITY RISING 
PROJECTS IN THE TOWNS OF JAY AND KEENE, AND AUTHORIZING CHAIRMAN OR 
COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT FOR THE SAME. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Politi and withdrawn upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
PRESTON: Discussion? 
 
PALMER:  We need to withdraw this. We need to move to withdraw. The State wanted us to 
apparently to go to an RFQ as an opposed to an RFP typically we don’t do RFQ’s, RFQ’s are 
requests for qualifications but I just spoke with Mike this morning the State is essentially saying 
that they won’t award us the money unless in fact this changes to an RFQ process. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Are these grants that were awarded to the Town of Jay and the Town of Keene 
or were they awarded to Essex County? 
 
PALMER: No, these were the Community Rising Projects that were specifically targeted for the 
Town of Keene and Jay. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So they were the applicants? 
 
PALMER:  This was under that Community Rising projects.  Remember the Governor 
announced all the money for Keene and Jay under the Community Rising? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m not opposed to it I’m just trying to understand why the county is involved? 
 
PALMER:  Because the County agreed to act as the overall grant recipient so to speak, project 
coordinator but again, that’s typically of a lot of the grants we run through towns.  You know 
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essentially it comes down to we have the ability to upfront money; we have the ability to do 
some things that they can’t do within the towns so typically that does fall back to us. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  For instance?  I’m trying to remember some that we’ve done?  I know some of 
the FEMA that we did do. 
 
PALMER:  Well, almost all of the FEMA.  There’s a number of them.  If Mike was here he could 
tell you that but he’s not here right now. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Mr. Merrihew did you have a question? 
 
MERRIHEW: No I was offering a motion to withdraw. 
 
PALMER:  Yes again, we need to withdraw and start over with an RFQ process. 
 
PRESTON: So you’re offering a motion to withdraw Mr. Merrihew.  Second, Mr. Politi.  
Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  Is this going to hold up the process for Keene and Jay? 
 
PALMER:  Well again we understand the State is aware that we’re going to have to go back out 
so they do know that that time frame is there so I think we’re okay but we will go back out on the 
street essentially the process won’t change a whole lot but it’s going to change from a RFP to 
an RFQ. 
 
PRESTON:  Any further discussion?  If not, a roll call vote to withdraw the resolution. 
 
RESOLUTION #48 – AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO FILE AN 
APPLICATION FOR STATE ASSISTANCE FROM THE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
(HHW) STATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE 
ASSOCIATED STATE CONTRACT, UNDER THE LAWS OF NEW YORK STATE. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and duly adopted. 
 
PRESTON:  Discussion? 
 
PALMER:  This won’t effect this resolution per say because this is essentially just applying for 
the money but we still have not entirely decided those locations whether we are going to go to 
North Hudson or Moriah or whether we’re going to Lewis and North Hudson. I did talk to Jim 
and Chris about it we can probably finalize that at the DPW committee if that’s the case. 
 
PRESTON:  Okay.  Further discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
RESOLUTION #49 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID FOR 
A WATER METER, GATE VALVES, DUCTILE IRON PIPE AND DUCTILE IRON FITTINGS 
AT THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Politi and adopted, upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
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NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
MORROW:  I just want to thank the Supervisor from Lewis for having such an open mind and 
helping us save money because this is going to save us some money probably a third of the 
cost of the water bill at the Public Safety Building. 
 
PRESTON:  This is my tenth year here and this has been kicked around all ten. 
 
MORROW:  It has for a long time. 
 
MONTY:  It was kicked around in town but it is what it is. 
 
PRESTON: Any further questions or comments on the resolution? If not, roll call vote please. 
 
RESOLUTION #50 – TO ACCEPT, ADOPT AND PLACE ON FILE THE 2016 ANNUAL 
ACCOUNTING OF MONIES RECEIVED AND DISBURSED BY THE OFFICE OF THE ESSEX 
COUNTY CLERK. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and duly 
adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #51 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY CLERK TO ISSUE PHOTO 
IDENTIFICATION CARDS FOR A FEE OF $10.00. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted, upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #52 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY TREASURER TO PAY THE 
RELEVIED 2016/2017 VILLAGE TAXES TO THE VILLAGE OF PORT HENRY IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $134,059.46, PRIOR TO APRIL 1, 2017. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Monty and adopted, 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #53 – ACCEPTING, AOPTING AND PLACING ON FILE POLICIES, PLANS, 
PROCEDURES AND ANNUAL REPORTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Miga, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and duly adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #54 – AUTHORIZING THE FIRM OF ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING 
DESIGN ASSOCIATES, P.C. (AEDA) TO PROCEED WITH FINAL DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS ON THE ESSEX COUNTY NUTRITION BUILDING PROJECT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted, upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 



Regular Board 
Monday, March 6, 2017  9 
 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #55 – AUTHROZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE TWO (2) 
ALUMINUM TRANSPORT TANKS FROM AQUANEERING, INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$17,990.00, FROM 2016 UNEXPENDED BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Miga seconded by Mr. Monty, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
MARNELL:  How big are these tanks? 
 
PALMER:  I don’t know that specifically.  I don’t Jim do you know that?  You have to offer the 
courtesy of the floor to Jim. 
 
PRESTON:  Can we get a motion to offer the courtesy of the floor to Jim Dougan.  Moved by 
Mr. Depo, seconded by Mr. Monty. All in favor, opposed – come on up Mr. Dougan. 
 
DOUGAN:  Good morning.  Those are eight, 100 gallon tanks.  Those tanks have not that you 
asked the question but I’ll give you more information like I typically do than is asked. They have 
side discharge on the tanks so that we no longer have to scoop all the fish out of the top and 
putting our people on top of the truck to unload things.  We think it is going to be more efficient 
and safer for our workers. 
 
MARNELL:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Okay any other questions?  It doesn’t appear so.  Thanks Jim. Roll call vote. 
 
RESOLUTION #56 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A 2017 
KOBELCO SK140 EXCAVATOR FROM ROBERT H. FINKE AND SONS, INC. FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, IN THE AMOUNT OF $135,600.00, WITH FUNDS TO 
COME FROM THE 2016/2017 EQUIPMENT BOND. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Whitson seconded by Mr. Morrow, and adopted, upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #57 - AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A NEW 
2016 BANDIT MODEL 15XPDRUM STYLE CHIPPER FROM ROBERT H. FINKE AND SONS, 
INC. FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, IN THE AMOUNT OF $52,716.40, 
FROM UNEXPENDED 2016 BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler seconded by Mr. Morrow, and adopted, upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
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ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Are these bids Dan or State Contract? 
 
PALMER:  This one in particular was, I’m not sure Jim was it bid? 
 
DOUGAN: NJPA 
 
PALMER:  That’s right, that’s right. That was off of the National Bid Document sheets. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you.  I just noticed it is the same vendor too. 
 
PALMER:  No he was on that National J. 
 
PRESTON: Okay Tom? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, thank you. 
 
MIGA:  I’m not familiar with this piece of equipment but is this something that could like move 
around town to town to chip up brush by any chance? 
 
PALMER: We use it a lot so I don’t know whether that would be – I don’t know if that’s available 
for towns or not?  Jim you have the courtesy of the floor, come on up. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If we made it available we could get credit for it under the Governor’s new 
proposal. 
 
PALMER: Not unless we put it on the ballot. 
 
DOUGAN: We work with the different town highway departments so of course if you have work 
that needs to be done we can work with your guys.  It is very busy this time of year. This is in 
between snow fall events, cutting trees and chipping is what we spend most of our time doing 
but yes, I mean just like any of our other equipment and our men when we can we try to work 
with each and every one of the towns here. 
 
MIGA:  And we try to do the same. 
 
DOUGAN:  Exactly.  It’s a good relationship. 
 
MIGA:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Mr. Monty did you have a question? 
 
MONTY: No it just wanted to let Wester know that the Town of Lewis has a chipper and when 
we’re not using it if you wanted to borrow it like Tom said, we can share some services here so 
if our people are not using it your highway guy can get a hold of ours and I’m quite sure we can 
work out something. 
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MIGA: Thank you very much. 
 
PRESTON:  Any other questions for Mr. Dougan on this while he’s up here?  Okay thank you 
Jim.  Roll call vote. 
 
RESOLUTION #58 – AUTHORIZNG A CONTRACT WITH PART D ADVISORS FOR 
REOPENING SERVICES RELATED TO MEDICARE PART D REIMBURSEMENT, FOR ALL 
YEARS ALLOWABLE, UNDER MEDICARE PART D RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty seconded by Mr. Merrihew, and adopted, upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #59 – RATIFYING THE PROPOSED CONTRACT BETWEEN NORTH 
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND THE NORTH COUNTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONALS (NCCCAP) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS 
NEGOTIATED BY NORTH COUNTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Wilson seconded by Mr. Harrington, and adopted, 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
RESOLUTION #60 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A CONTRACT 
TO MIKE MORRIS & SONS HEATING AND PLUMBING FOR THE PURCHASE AND 
INSTALLATION OF A WEIL-MCLAIN MODEL H-780 BOILER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES BUILDING, IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,188.00, FROM BUDGETED 
FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Depo seconded by Mr. Tyler, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
RESOLUTION #61 – SETTING THE DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND LOCAL 
LAW NO.1 OF 2017, TO BE HELD ON MARCH 27, 2017 AT 9:00 A.M. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Depo and withdrawn. 
 
 
PRESTON: Any discussion? 
 
MANNING:  We are going to withdraw this one and substitute the resolution we have given you 
this morning introducing proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2017, which also sets the date for the 
hearing.  You can’t set the date for the hearing without the local law being introduced so I’d ask 
for a motion to withdraw the current resolution No. 61. 
 
PRESTON: Moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Depo.  Do we need a roll call? 
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MANNING: Yes. 
 
PRESTON:  Roll call vote. 
 
MANNING: No, not really. 
 
PRESTON:  Oh, not really so it’s a not really.  So if there is no further discussion all in favor of 
the motion to withdraw?  Opposed – so carried. 
 
MANNING:  Okay so what we’ll do since we’re here at this juncture, in its place we’ll substitute 
what we’ll call resolution 61a, and we’ll need a motion, a second and we’ll need twelve and I will 
read that it’s a resolution introducing proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2017, a Local Law amending 
Local Law No., 1 of 2017, entitled “fixing the 2017 salaries of county officers who are elected or 
who are appointed for a fixed term” and increasing the salary of the Director of Community 
Resources for the 2017 fiscal year from $64,030.53 to $74,030.53 which, when added to the 
$5,000.00 salary for Deputy County Manager and $2,000.00 salary increase per grant equates, 
to a total salary increase from $71,030.53 to $81,030.53. 
 
PRESTON:  Motion by Mr. Depo, second by Mr. Giordano.  Do we have twelve to put that on 
the floor? 
 
GARRISON:  Yes. 
 
RESOLUTION # 61a - INTRODUCING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2017, A LOCAL 
LAW AMENDING LOCAL LAW NO., 1 OF 2017, ENTITLED “FIXING THE 2017 SALARIES 
OF COUNTY OFFICERS WHO ARE ELECTED OR WHO ARE APPOINTED FOR A FIXED 
TERM” AND INCREASING THE SALARY OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES FOR THE 2017 FISCAL YEAR FROM $64,030.53 TO $74,030.53 WHICH, 
WHEN ADDED TO THE $5,000.00 SALARY FOR DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER AND 
$2,000.00 SALARY INCREASE PER GRANT EQUATES, TO A TOTAL SALARY INCREASE 
FROM $71,030.53 TO $81,030.53. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Depo seconded by Mr. Giordano, and adopted, upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2566 votes 
NOES:        355 votes (Scozzafava) 
ABSENT:      55 votes (Gardner) 
 
 
PRESTON:  Any discussion? 
 
MANNING:  Just for discussion purposes so that you understand what we are doing as you 
know every year we have to publish in the newspaper the salaries of all our elected and 
appointed officials and that’s subject to permissive referendum.  If at any time during the year 
we decide we want to change the salary upward, not downward but we want to increase that 
salary then the process is the same and we have to amend that first local law and then we have 
to, if we increase the salary that amendment which is what we are doing right now is subject to 
permissive referendum.  You can only amend a local law by a local law so that’s why we’re 
doing it by local law.  If this passes what will happen it will be published in the newspaper for a 
period of 45 days, if there is no referendum then it will become effective. 
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MONTY:  Yes, one spot on the language here it says when combined with the $5,000.00 salary 
and $2,000.00 per grant.  Does that mean every grant that he acquires for the county he gets 
$2,000.00 because that’s what it sounds like? 
 
PALMER:  No, no that’s not what it is.  The $2,000.00 grant was the recycling grant that we got 
from DEC his office oversees that he takes care of that.  That ends this year so that $2,000.00 
goes away after this year. 
 
MONTY:  Okay.  I don’t know should that be in there? 
 
PALMER: Well we have to identify what he is paid, yes. 
 
MONTY:  Should we identify that that is the grant that it is for? 
 
PALMER:  That $2,000.00 is a DEC grant for recycling that we received and he receives $2,000 
a year from that. 
 
MANNING:  We really don’t need to add that Jim and it’s a good question. 
 
MONTY:  Interpretation, you read that it says, per grant you don’t know where it is coming from 
that could mean anything. 
 
MANNING:  It’s a good question but what we’re doing is the Local Law we passed in January 
had his salary at $71,030.53, so anyway you shake it up we’re just amending that $71,030.53 to 
$81,030.53. 
 
MONTY: For this year. 
 
MANNING:  For this year yes.  Next year if the grant goes away when in January we pass the 
resolution fixing elected and appointed salaries –  
 
MONTY:  Understood, understood. 
 
MANNING: It’s a good question but we really don’t need to but if you want to I’ll stick that in 
there. I’ll put per recycling grant. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If this retroactive back to the first of the year or does it stay with that salary 
from the date forward when the law is passed? 
 
PALMER:  It will be the date forward based upon a yearly salary so whatever the amount 
remaining; he’s not going to get a full $10,000.00, because it is partly into the year.  It does go 
back 45 days though. 
 
MANNING: It starts effective date of the Local Law. 
 
PRESTON: Further discussion on the resolution?  If not, roll call vote. 
 
RESOLUTION #62 – OF CONGRATULATIONS TO LOWELL BAILEY OF LAKE PLACID, 
NEW YORK ON WINNING THE FIRST BIATHLON TITLE FOR THE UNITED STATES. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Politi, seconded unanimously and duly adopted. 
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POLITI: Mr. Chairman I would like to change the wording please – 
 
MANNING:  Roby, if I can interrupt I didn’t draft that.  It’s pathetic but I will clean it up. 
 
POLITI:  Yes, it needs to say rather than first biathlon title, it needs to say first world 
championship in biathlon. 
 
MANNING:  Right. 
 
POLITI:  Okay?  And that should say that in two places both there and in the Be It Resolved 
paragraph please. 
 
MANNING:  It will be better drafted.  We are going to have something nice.  We’re fine. 
 
PRESTON: Unanimous second please, thank you. 
 
GARRISON:  Resolutions from the floor.  You all have a copy on your desks.  It is a resolution 
introducing proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2017, a Local Law regulating the use and operation of 
taxicabs and other vehicles for hire within the jurisdictional limits of the County of Essex. 
 
PRESTON:  Do I have twelve to allow it on the floor? 
 
GARRISON:  Yes you do. 
 
PRESTON: Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Giordano. 
 
RESOLUTION #63 - INTRODUCING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2017, A LOCAL 
LAW REGULATING THE USE AND OPERATION OF TAXICABS AND OTHER VEHICLES 
FOR HIRE WITHIN THE JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS OF THE COUNTY OF ESSEX. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty seconded by Mr. Giordano, and adopted, upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:       55 votes (Gardner) 
 
 
PRESTON:  Discussion?  Anything Dan you want to elaborate on anything or no? 
 
MANNING: No, I think I’m fine.  I’ve given you all the information.  I sent you an email on how 
this basically came about.  The impotence behind this was a few meetings with Randy as Vice-
Chair of the board, myself, the Sheriff’s Office, the New York State Police, the District Attorney, 
Probation, Transportation, Medicaid, the Ticonderoga Police Department, the Medicaid 
Investigators from OMIG relative to what they saw were problems with the operation of taxi cabs 
within Essex County both the actual operation, the personnel operating the taxi cabs and means 
of that operation some instances of fraud, as an example I stated in my email there have been 
many instances of fake trips being reported, there have been a couple instances of sexual 
harassment, there have been instances where certain taxi companies have paid people $5.00 to  
use their taxi or try to get them to solicit customers on their behalf, there’s been smoking in 
taxi’s, there’s been drivers who have made people feel uncomfortable, there have been 
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unwarranted trips to the store, Wal-Mart and things of that nature which were not part of a 
Medicaid transport, there have been operators or drivers who have either been suspended or 
their license has been revoked, there have been other instances where a couple of taxi’s were 
stopped and there were controlled substances in the taxi whereby the taxi driver was arrested.  
So there were many abuses so the State strongly suggested us that a Local Law regulating a lot 
of the taxi service will go a long way to protecting the patrons and preventing fraud.  We don’t 
have anything to do with fraud, we report that to the State and we have been reporting that to 
the State but this Local Law basically provides rules and regulations for the actual ownership of 
taxi corporation company in the County of Essex, the actual operation, the actual hiring whether 
people have records things of that nature, the actual permitting of the drivers so this will help 
everyone involved at the State, our local law enforcement and trying to curb any or all abuses 
and fraud. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Are we going to set a public hearing date? 
 
MANNING: Yes, in the body of the resolution there is a public hearing date set for – she didn’t 
put it in there okay. 
 
GARRISON:  We can set it before Ways and Means. 
 
PRESTON: Are you alright with that Shaun, if we set it before Ways and Means? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Absolutely. 
 
MANNING:  It will be the 27th of March at 9:30 a.m.  If we need more time, if there happens to 
be more people we can have another public hearing just prior to regular board. 
 
PRESTON: Any further discussion?  If not, roll call vote please. 
Do we have anything else from the floor? 
 
POLITI:  Mr. Chairman I need a resolution of recognition please to Brian J. Byrne of Lake Placid 
for obtaining status of Eagle Scout.  His project was to raise some 300 US military cemetery 
plaques that were sunk underground at the Pine Hill Cemetery in Saranac Lake.  He cleaned 
those plaques, raised them and so now that they are visible for all to see. 
 
PRESTON:  Do we have twelve to put that on the floor? 
 
GARRISON: Yes you do. 
 
PRESTON:  Unanimous second please.  Thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION #64 – OF RECOGNITION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO BRIAN J. BYRNE 
ON ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Politi, seconded unanimously and duly adopted. 
 
PRESTON:  Anything else from the floor? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes I have two.  First will be a resolution of congratulations to Moriah Central 
School Boys Varsity Basketball Team for again being the Section 7, Class D Champions. 
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PRESTON:  Twelve to put that on the floor please. 
 
GARRISON: Yes. 
 
PRESTON:  Unanimous second please.   
 
RESOLUTION #65 – OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MORIAH CENTRAL SCHOOL BOYS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM UPON WIINNING THE 2016-2017 CVAC SECTION VII, 
CLASS D CHAMPIONSHIP. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded unanimously and duly adopted. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The second is congratulations to Moriah Central School Girls Varsity 
Basketball Team they were also the Section 7, Class D Champions. 
 
PRESTON:  Twelve to put that on the floor please. 
 
GARRISON: Yes. 
 
PRESTON:  Unanimous second please.  Thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION #66 – OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MORIAH CENTRAL SCHOOL 
GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM UPON WIINNING THE 2016-2017 CVAC SECTION 
VII, CLASS D CHAMPIONSHIP. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded unanimously and duly adopted. 
 
PRESTON: Anything else from the floor? 
 
MARNELL:  Dan, when we sell surplus equipment what’s the procedure?  I’ve had some people 
ask me, they said they didn’t know, they heard something was sold was it advertised? 
 
PALMER:  Again when we, most things are put on the website.  We have a website for all of our 
surplus places. What happens is the department head indicates either through the board or to 
me that something is surplus we then advertise it and put it on the website.  If and fact there is 
something that a town is interested in we will entertain that prior to putting it on the website but 
typically everything goes on the website. 
 
MARNELL:  Is it an auction service? 
 
PALMER:  Yes it is.  International Auction Service, that’s the name of the company. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Are the towns notified when something’s going out or do we have to find out on 
the website? 
 
PALMER: Not typically I mean usually if anything big is coming through DPW you would know 
then but typically when we surplus the cars of the departments they are pretty well gone, there 
are not much left of them by the time we do surplus again, if you watch the website they will 
immediately pop up. We can always pull them if a town is interested if that’s the case. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I was thinking about the DPW surplus equipment I mean is there any way we 
can just shoot an email out to the towns and just say, are you interested? 
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PALMER: We could do that. 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Anything further from the floor?  If not, we stand adjourned. Thank you. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Regular Board meeting it was 
adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


