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Chairman Moore called this Legislative Committee Meeting to order at 11:40 am with 
the following members in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Shaun Gillilland, Ronald Jackson, 
and Michael Marnell. Charlie Harrington and Tom Scozzafava had been previously 
excused.  
 
Also Present: Mike Mascarenas and Dina Garvey.  
 
 
 
MOORE: I’d like to call the Legislative meeting to order please. As you can see we’re 
down a few people, but we’re going to do it, because we need to come up with a list of 
action items to be to take with us down to Albany when we meet with our State 
Legislators.  
 
GILLILLAND: Actually, it would be DC, Washington DC.  
 
MOORE: Oh, this is Washington, okay, I’m sorry and that I guess is in early March.  
 
GILLILLAND: Right 
 
MOORE: I’m open to any suggestions that we have from the Committee.  
 
MASCARENAS: I’m not on the Committee, but over the last couple years I’ve been 
doing a report for the Committee, and the Board has taken this information down and 
maybe it’s just easier that I review what we did last year and see if there’s any updates, 
changes or anything, do you want to do that? Last year, the EMS crisis was in our 
report, the broadband issue, the Olympic venues; which seems like that’s probably, 
after hearing Jim McKenna, something that you still want to retain, my guess is. State of 
waste water, drinking water infrastructure, continues to be an issue there. I learn, just 
Friday when I was looking to update some of my own, is that we have over $7 million in 
projects that are due by 2021, 20 of those are under some form of consent order, which 
means there’s regulatory involvement in that. No way that’s going to happen, not with 
the current financial state that we’re dealing with for those projects. So, some of the 
need is going to be unmet and some of you are going to be dealing with potential for 
financing those types of things, if we don’t have some sort of infrastructure project.  
County roads and bridges; was something we continue to hit with those federal aid 
projects.  
The Marketplace and Internet Tax Fairness Act was something that’s been important to 
the Treasurer’s Office and Tax-Exempt Municipal Bonds.  
So, those were the areas that we hit last year, I could, I’ve asked Jim Dougan to tweak 
the County Roads and Bridges. I thought that you would probably still be interested in 
including that in report. Anna’s given me some new information on waste water/drinking 
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water. A lot of that money is Federal that comes through your State sources, but begins 
at the Federal level. Other than that, it is what you guys want to do.  
 
MOORE: So, it’s my understanding that when we go down there we want to go with like 
a top three or four; is that correct, Shaun?  
 
GILLILLAND: That’s correct. In the past we went in and gave them our package and 
stuff, but this year all the offices are asking for advance notice on what we’re going to 
be asking, just a short summary, an email or whatever. So, that is way I asked if we 
could ask this, so Judy can send it back to his offices and say these are the areas that 
we are going to talk about and maybe do a little package before we leave based on that.  
Personally, I think the broadband is kind of, I mean yes, we talked about the broadband 
going on and stuff, but we got to wait and see how the State plays this out. EMS, looks 
like the State is helping out. The waste water and stuff like that, is one other area I think 
that the Federal Government could definitely help us out a lot when the State doesn’t, is 
the zombie houses and the asbestos abatement. A lot of people walking around the 
EPA; right now, looking for jobs and stuff, so, I think that’s one area that the Federal 
Government could weight in, as a nationwide problem.  
 
MOORE: I’m sorry, are you talking waste water or asbestos?  
 
GILLILLAND: Asbestos abatement, you know the zombie house problem.  
 
MOORE: Having not been down there before, when we make these, when Mike makes 
this report for them, is it listed in a priority matter?  
 
MASCARENAS: It is, I typically put the report in a priority order. So, last year EMS crisis 
was number one; broadband was number two, and the interesting this about doing 
these reports is you actually see on an annual basis how much progress you make as a 
legislative body. I mean every year when I do these, I look and say, wow, that actually 
happened, that got taken care of. So, it’s kind of cool to see that, but yes, waste water 
projects, I don’t put them in any priority when I put them in there, because everybody’s 
that’s there is most important to them, but yes, in terms of what you’re trying to 
accomplish when you do put priority order.  
 
GILLILLAND: And particularly since the President is about to announce his $1.5 trillion 
infrastructure plans and stuff, you know infrastructure is going to be timely and probably 
if we’ve shovel ready on those, we could present that these are shovel ready, and under 
consent orders and stuff like that.  
 
MOORE: Yeah, I would like that and Jim could probably address this a lot more, that 
our County roads and bridges, I’m not sure what that situation is, but I would think it’s 
got to be pretty high up on the totem pole.  
 
GILLILLAND: Oh, I agree with that.  
 



Legislative Committee 
Monday, February 12, 2018  3 
 
MOORE: Jim, would you like to address that at all?  
 
DOUGAN: I handed out a document a month or so ago, which we had at least, it listed 
over the past 15 years were our bridges stand. I am happy to say that we’re a little 
better than the rest of the State, but we still have 33% of our bridges that are basically 
classified as structurally deficient, so I can, I have already shared some of that with 
Mike, put together a little bit more graphical information, so that it’s easy for somebody 
to see.  
 
MOORE: So, Shaun are you looking for like the top three or four?  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, I think we’re looking for the top three, I mean we don’t have to stop. 
I mean there are others, I know Charlie Harrington will be saying, continue funding for 
the Champlain Basin Program and things like that and the Great Lakes Initiative; which 
is always in danger federally. But, if we could just get the top three and we could send 
those to Senator Schumer and Gillibrand, and Stenfik’s offices to get a heads up to 
them that those are the big things.  
 
MARNELL: Yeah, if we have a county road in such a deplorable condition as Interstate 
87 between Schroon Lake and North Hudson we would be run out of office. I think I 
missed 25 potholes and hit a few more, but that interstate has got to be improved and 
reconstructed and resurfaced, I mean that’s the main corridor, north to south.  
 
MOORE: Yeah, I agree 100%. It has become remarkably worse this year and this road 
between North Hudson and really Exit 30.  
 
MARNELL: Yup 
 
MOORE: Say from my town hall to Exit 30, but that’s a State Road and apparently.  
 
MARNELL: No, that’s a federal highway.  
 
JACKSON: Does salt cause those potholes? Someone told me that the salt gets in 
there and mixes with the water that’s melted and it freezes. It seems like last year, last 
winter, all of sudden that road became pothole city, up until then it wasn’t so bad.  
 
MARNELL: And one other thing that needs to be controlled and it will be, but if you get 
funding for waste water treatment plant and they keep adding on to the standards that 
the person has to have, the education, now we’ve got one full time and it’s coming up 
that we’re going to have to two full times, so that means another, for a municipality, for a 
small town, that’s going to be another $70,000.00 or $80,000.00 just for, I mean you 
have to have a backup person, but we’re doing to have three before we’re done.  
 
MOORE: So, maybe I’m not reading it right, but it looks like to me that waste water and 
our County roads and bridges, the asbestos abatement, maybe the top three? Is that, 
anybody want to comment on that? That’s what I’m hearing, at least.  
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MASCARENAS: Yeah, I can put together something for the zombie homes. I did have 
some information on that locally, where Board members had supplied me information in 
their towns, previously. It’s up to you, the Olympic venues, I don’t if that’s?  
 
GILLILLAND: I think we need to Olympic venues, I think we need a top 4. The Olympic 
venues, absolutely, need to be on there as well.  
 
MOORE: Oh yes, absolutely. So, I guess that would be the top four then, if you include 
the Olympic venues. So, we go with waste water, County roads and bridges, asbestos 
abatement/zombie properties and our Olympic venues.  
 
JACKSON: I would like to see you put water/waste water, because I am in the middle of 
a water project and the State keeps killing me on. They keep putting more options that 
are now requirements and what started out as plenty of money for the project is getting 
slimmer and slimmer and there’s no additional money there. So, I‘d like to see water 
included with the waste water, they’re kind of related.  
 
MOORE: It is 
 
MASCARENAS: My report will be having that broke up and there’s more grant money 
for drinking water, so I spilt the, up separate, but they’re together in the report. So, that 
will be one in the same, sir.  
 
JACKSON: Thank you 
 
MOORE: So, if those are the top four, I think probably those other ones we ought to 
keep them on the list.  
 
GILLILLAND: We’ll keep them on this list.  
 
MOORE: But, further down the pike.  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, we usually have the time to go over the top four.  
 
MOORE: Yeah, I am sure time is of the essence when you meet with these folks, so, 
anything else?  
 
MASCARENAS: That’s what we needed to hear was want you guys wanted to go with, 
so I’m good if you’re good. I can have it done and in your hands before you go.  
 
GILLILLAND: Good 
 
MOORE: So, if there’s nothing else to come before the committee, I guess we’re 
adjourned. Thank you 
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AS THERE WAS NOTHING MORE TO COME BEFORE THIS LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE, IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:52 AM 
 
 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


