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Supervisor Scozzafava called this Public Hearing to order at 11:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, 
Ronald Jackson, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Gerald 
Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Thomas Scozzafava, and Joe Pete Wilson.  Shaun 
Gillilland, Michael Marnell, Ronald Moore and Michael Tyler had been previously excused. 

 
Department heads present were:  Linda Beers, Daniel Palmer, Mike Mascarenas, Terri Morse, 
Judy Garrison and Dan Manning.  
 
Also present:  Elizabeth Terry – Public Health 
 
News media present:  Keith Lobdell – Sun News 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good morning.  I would ask the Clerk to please read the notice on proposed 
Local Law #3 of 2018. 
 
GARRISON:  Please take notice that the Essex County Board of Supervisors will hold 
and conduct a Public Hearing at the Supervisors’ Chambers at the Essex County 
Government Center, 7551 Court Street, Elizabethtown, New York on the 29th of May, 
2018 at 11:00 a.m., on the proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2018 entitled “A Local Law to 
raise the legal age of sale of tobacco products in Essex County to 21 years of age.” 
Please take further notice that at said public hearing to be held at the time and place set 
forth above, the Essex County Board of Supervisors will consider this proposed Local 
Law and hear all persons interested therein concerning the same. 
Please take further notice that a copy of the full text of such proposed Local Law No. #3 
of 2018 may be obtained upon request from the Clerk of the Board’s Office, 7551 Court 
Street, Elizabethtown, New York  12932. 
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk Essex County Board of Supervisors 
Dated:  May 9, 2018. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay before we get into hearing comments our Public Health Director, Linda 
Beers has asked permission to, she doesn’t need permission it’s a hearing to give a 3 minute 
video presentation so with that we’ll move into the video presentation and then we’ll move back 
into the comments.  Thank you. 
 

- VIDEO SHOWN – 
 

PALMER:  Judy do you have the list of speakers? 
 
GARRISON: Yes.  Kristina Wiereke 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Come right up to the podium. 
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PALMER:  Just state your name for the record. 
 
WIEREKE:  Hello my name is Kristina Wiereke and I am the Director of Advocacy for the 
American Lung Association in New York and Vermont.  I’m very happy to be here today to 
support this incredible important law.  My other Public Health colleagues will talk in depth about 
the various benefits and evidence that supports Tobacco 21.  You know, Essex County’s 
smoking rate is 68.6% which is significantly higher than the State average.  Today I’m going to 
focus on two main areas.  First the epidemic of Jule which is an e-cigarette among our youth 
and also the importance of including military in this legislation. 
You will see here that I have a Jule. Can I pass this around? 
 
PALMER: Sure. 
 
WIERKEKE:  Thank you.  So Jule is the latest phenomenon for our youth and I intentionally 
don’t use the word fade there because fade sounds like something passing in nature and as we 
all know addiction is incredibly permanent.  It’s not all surprising that kids are drawn to this 
product.  It seems cool.  It looks cool and as an added bonus most parents think that it is a USB 
drive and you’ll see that when it’s passed around.  It can easily be hidden by children.  The fact 
is that the pod in a Jule has the equivalent amount of nicotine as that in a pack of cigarettes and 
moreover, in 2016 the dollar sales of Jules increased by 707%.  To be clear, Jules are e-
cigarettes.  They are a tobacco product and they are being used by our youth.  One in four New 
York youth are using a tobacco product and the FDA actually has defined e-cigarettes as 
tobacco product so that includes those.  Not only do e-cigarettes contain nicotine they also have 
a host of other chemicals like dycegal and glycerin which are associated with degenerative lung 
disease. 
The FDA has now deemed cigarettes to be a sensation tool so we at the American Lung 
Association applaud anybody that gives up smoking in whatever way possible the reality is that 
e-cigarettes is acting as a gateway for our youth to try conventional tobacco products.  I always 
like to use the analogy of would you like to inhale a little rat poison or a lot and I think we can all 
say we’d rather not have any at all.  So for adults the best method is cessation, for youth the 
best method is prevention and Tobacco 21 has proven to prevent kids from picking up that first 
tobacco product. 
Finally removing my lung association hat I would like to address one of the arguments that I 
heard from the small group of opponents that exists and that is if you can serve at the military at 
18 you are old enough to decide whether or not to smoke.  My partner Joseph Lynch is a 
Captain with the National Guard proudly commands his unit out of Casing, New York and he is 
here with us today.  He recalls his first cigarette at 17 as a new recruit and after when he was 30 
years of age he was smoking almost a daily pack of cigarettes when he was deployed to 
Guantanamo Bay. I can testify to how difficult it is for a strong willed thirty-five year old man to 
give up smoking.  He would like you to consider the lives of all his young soldiers as important 
as the lives of any other youth when considering this bill and he wishes something like this when 
he was a new recruit.  The fact is that the DOD has found 175,000 current active service 
members will die of prematurity due to tobacco use.  Every single branch of the military is 
pursuing smoke free goals of their own so this ultimately is just complimenting what they are 
doing.  I know that a very high population of Essex County youth are in the military and I think 
that when we consider the brave young men and women who are sacrificing to protect us every 
day it’s incredibly important that we as policy makers and influencers also protect them. Thank 
you and I urge you to support this important piece of legislation. 
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GARRISON:  Caitlin O’Brien. 
 
O’BRIEN:  Good morning.  My name is Caitlin O’Brien.  I’m the Government Relations Director 
for the American Heart Association and I’m so happy to be here today in support of Tobacco 21.  
As it remains now tobacco use is still the leading preventable cause of heart disease and stroke 
which is the nation’s number one and number five causes of mortality. You know in front of us 
right now you have the Tobacco 21 legislation and this really does provide the opportunity to 
create smoke free generations in the future. What we’re seeing is that Tobacco 21 works. We 
know it works it’s not a new policy and we know it works because as Kristina said it prevents 
kids from ever picking up their first tobacco product in the first place not only that but it gets rid 
of the social source what we see how kids are getting these products from their older friends in 
schools.  A fourteen year old, a fifteen year old, a sixteen year old is far more likely to know an 
eighteen year old than they are a twenty-one year old that’s just a fact that they hang out in the 
same circles, you know they are often times still in the house with a twenty-one year old, they 
are often times out of the house to college, away from their younger siblings, away from their 
younger friends simply put you delay the age in which kids start using these products we can 
prevent them from ever using them and less, prevent addiction which is ultimately our end goal 
here. 
95% of smokers at least 95% of smokers say that they started using before the age of 21 and if 
a person makes it to the age of 21 without smoking the chance of ever starting drops to only 2% 
so I don’t know what else we can say when the stats are there, we know it works and we can’t 
really sit here any longer and let the tobacco industry lure our youth into these products.  You 
saw the Jule.  You saw how enticing it is.  It comes in flavors like Crème Brule, chocolate, fruit 
melody, this is what kids want. They are cheap, they are easy to get and they’re cool because 
unfortunately the social stigma that have been attached to cigarettes hasn’t yet transferred over 
to these juling products so until we can change that we need to do something and that’s raising 
the age.  So I urge you all to please support this common sense and life-saving legislation. 
Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
 
GARRISON:  Stefanie Miller. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Good morning. 
 
MILLER:  Good morning. My name is Stefanie Miller Valovic.  I live in Keene Valley with my 
husband and daughter and I’m here today to tell you about my beautiful mother, Barbara. 
My mom was an artist, exercise fanatic, avid gardener, she loved lilacs.  She ate more 
vegetables than any human I’ve ever met so it was a shock when she was diagnosed with stage 
4 lung cancer. She had just returned from a vacation in Mexico, where she had been zip lining 
through the jungle.  The doctor said her heart was so strong that she could’ve lived to be 100, 
but her lungs were shot. 
She became addicted to smoking when she was a teenager and struggled with quit attempts 
her entire life.  She knew she was risking her life with every puff.  She called this addiction her 
demon.  She was not a weak-willed person. 
On average, smokers die 10 years earlier than nonsmokers.  My mom died within a year of her 
diagnosis, and just in those two years that passed, she missed my wedding, my grad school 
graduation, and the birth of her only grandchild and we’ve missed her.  When my daughter was 
about two, she asked me, “where is your mommy?”  I remember looking down at her on the 
changing table, trying not to cry, and saying that Grandma Barbara is in my heart. 
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Raise your hand if tobacco has hurt someone you love. 
My daughter is growing up in Essex County. We have a unique opportunity today, here, to stem 
tobacco addiction for her generation, and that’s why I’m telling this story.  And my story is only 
one of millions.  Every year four hundred eighty thousand American mothers, fathers, sons and 
daughters die this way. That means that everyday thirteen hundred more families live this story. 
Most of these loved ones, like my mom, where addicted as teens. Health professionals have 
proven that this addiction is preventable when we make it harder for teens to access tobacco. 
We know that once started, teen smokers don’t stand much of a change of quitting, even with 
medical assistance.  
Yes, young people need to learn self-responsibility and will power and it’s our job as parents to 
teach them that in many ways, but legal addiction and needless death should not be the price 
they pay to learn this lesson. To honor the vibrant life of my mother and for the sake of my 
daughter and her generation of Essex County residents, I urge you to support Tobacco 21 to 
stop this cycle of needless suffering.  
Thank you for working for the best interest of our community members.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
GARRISON: James Bornemann 
 
BORNEMANN: Good morning ladies and gentlemen, I’m James Bornemann. I’m here from 
Saranac Lake on behalf of the St. Joe’s Veteran’s Residential House. This is just from personal 
experience. I had started smoking when I was 14 years old and this was cigarettes that I was 
getting from guys that were probably a little bit other me that just graduated high school that I 
had known. The issue that I have with it wasn’t just the smoking part, but this opened a door for 
me to try other things, which lead to drugs and alcohol and I had an issue with this for years. I 
had also went into the military and I’ve heard a lot of times about guys saying about smoking 
and drinking, if we can serve our Country we should be able to smoke, we should be able to 
drink, but when I was on my first deployment in Vermont in 2006 I was smoking a cigarette in 
the middle of the night, I almost lost my life, because of that cigarette, from a sniper shot. I don’t 
know much about the medical part of this, but I will say, is I believe it should be pushed it, 
because a lot of the men and women that I know that have addiction issues and smoking issues 
comes from that first cigarette at a young age and it comes from men and women that they were 
around that were just old enough to buy the cigarettes at that time.  
So, I do believe that the age should be pushed up to 21 and that’s all I have. Thank you 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
GARRISON: Dana Bushey Isabella 
 
BUSHEY-ISABELLA: Good morning, I am Dana Bushey Isabella. I’m the Program Director for 
Tobacco Free Clinton/Franklin/Essex and the Reality Check Program and I’m here, what 
resonated me right now, is I don’t know much, sometimes, but what I do know and I’m going to 
tell you a little bit about who I am. I’m a mom and I am the wife of a 2 pack a day smoker, who 
has tried to stop many, many, many times. I’m a North Country Girl, I grew up here, I graduated 
from Saranac Lake High School, Paul Smith’s College and Plattsburgh State. I’m a daughter of 
a man in the medical community, I am a teacher by training and I spent the last 17 years of my 
career working with young people, empowering them how to appropriately use their voice to 
make change happen in the community. I’m also a person in recovery and know firsthand what 
addiction is about. So, really I think for me, I’d just like to share with you all, that you know I’ve 
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had this incredible privilege and opportunity over the last 17 years to work with kids in Clinton, 
Franklin and Essex Counties, I understand, I see what they do, I see where they go, I see who 
influences them and I’ve paid close attention to that and I know that they have so many factors 
that are weighting and pressuring on them; whether it’s peers or marketing or their school, I 
mean my young person here in Essex County in Elizabethtown today is studying for a final 
exam, so she couldn’t be here today, but I understand all the forces that are on our young 
people. I also understand that tobacco addiction and nicotine addiction should not be one of the 
them and all the cigarette or a can of chew or an electronic nicotine delivery system, like you 
just saw, all that is, is a nicotine delivery system for one of the most powerful addictions on the 
face of the earth. I sit with groups doing groups who are heroin addicts, who have been able to 
recover from the addiction of heroin and yet when I ask them how many of you smoke, the 
hands go up. Ozzy Osborne once said the hardest drug he even kicked was nicotine and you 
know I just feel for us, for my communities, I have three assets that I really feel are think that are 
so important about living here in the North Country and the Adirondacks, that’s our kids, our 
health and our environment and you now for me, anything that we can do to make this a place 
where people can live, work and play in a healthy way is worth the investment and the little 
stretch in what makes us uncomfortable. So, I am certainly grateful to be here today and I am 
grateful to live in the North Country, this is my home, thanks.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you  
 
GARRISON: Kali Bushey 
 
BUSHEY: Hello everyone, I am a college student, I grew up in Plattsburgh, Clinton County area 
and I am just going to talk a little bit about my journey as a youth advocate in Reality Check and 
how I personally used my voice to fight the tobacco industry throughout my life.  
So, Reality Check I joined in 6th grade as a small little 6th grader, didn’t really know where I was 
going, but I knew that my grandfather was a smoker and as the industry has developed he now, 
today smokes electronic cigarettes and combustible cigarettes, because the nicotine is just 
something that he can’t stop doing and that was really my power to join Reality Check and 
through that I helped, not only myself find my voice, but also other youth in Clinton, Franklin 
Essex Counties and all around the United States to find their voices. I travelled to Washington 
DC to work with the campaign for Tobacco Free Kids. I’ve met other youths from Texas and 
Nevada and Colorado, all other the United States and the world that fight the tobacco industry 
and what we see when we go into stores, as a former youth and young adult, now, that is 
working with tobacco prevention programs, we see these advertisements all over, we see them 
in grocery stores, convenience stores, when we walk down the streets, there’s signs, they’re all 
in our faces and we think that we might not have the power to stop this kind of stuff, but we do 
and I’ve learned that through hard ways, going to people that don’t really understand where I’m 
coming from and learning that I have a voice in this and today I work with Tobacco Free 
Clinton/Franklin/Essex and Reality Check and I continue to use my voice, but now I’m an adult 
and I can be an advocate for those youth and teach them how to empower themselves and 
although our journey is really just beginning and there’s so many new things that we’re learning, 
I’m so proud and excited to be here today to speak on behalf and to really, when I graduate in 
December of 2019, become an adult advocate with Tobacco Free Clinton/Franklin/Essex 
Counties and eventually, maybe be in DC working where former Reality Check youth work now. 
Thank you 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
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GARRISON: Jim Calvin 
 
CALVIN: Mr. Chairman, Members of the Board, my name is Jim Calvin, I’m the President of the 
New York Association of Convenient Stores. We’re a statewide trade organization representing 
700 convenient stores statewide, most of which are registered with the State of New York to 
responsibly sell legal tobacco products to adult customers. NYACS is a New York State 
Department of Health approved provider of tobacco sales training to retailer clerks, cashiers and 
store managers. As a Supervisor at the County level how many times have you been asked to 
vote on legislation that would knowingly take business away from law abiding businesses that 
are reliably enforcing the law that you’re being asked to amend? Perhaps this is the first time 
and the only time, so I imagine you’re going to want to be thoroughly convinced, beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that this new law is, will actually work. 
Not just alarming statistics about the health toll of tobacco use, not just the danger to adolescent 
brains, not just loved one who died of smoking and my hand should have gone up earlier, all 
valid points, all compelling points, but will the law work? Is this is right solution? The problem 
isn’t that kids are buying cigarettes from our stores, the compliance record of Essex County 
retailers in the tobacco, uncover tobacco compliance checks carried out by the Health 
Department is at or near 100%. The problem is that 15 year olds are clever enough to 
circumvent the tobacco purchase age by getting cigarettes for social sources, many of which 
are 18, 19 and 20. Now, the proposed solution for you assumes that 19 year olds are too stupid 
ways to circumvent the tobacco purchase age themselves. They want you to believe that 18, 19 
and 20 year old smokers are a captive audience. That their only available source of cigarettes 
are stores that uphold the purchase age. To start with, 5 neighboring counties will still be at 18, 
at least for the time being, Clinton, Franklin, Hamilton, Warren and Washington, plus as many of 
you know, the entire North Country is flooded with cheap, untaxed cigarettes purchased from 
Mohawk Indian locations near the Canadian border, where there is no Health Department 
monitoring of purchase age compliance. More importantly, these older teens can develop social 
sources of their own, they have older friends, they have older relatives that smoke, Uncle Earl, 
Lenny down the block, mom’s pocketbook, consequently the barrier that you’re getting asked to 
place between older teen smokers and younger teens is not a brick wall, it is a slice of Swiss 
cheese. If it would work, most of our members would gladly sacrifice whatever tobacco sales 
they have to 18, 19 and 20 year olds, but regrettably it won’t work. The goal is right, and we 
share that goal with you, but the solution is wrong. Given these circumstances wouldn’t be a 
shame to say to the local mom and pop retailers, who are successfully defending the front lines 
against youth access to tobacco, great job guys, but we’re going to have to penalize you, 
because we think, we hope, we assume that a higher purchase age might somehow 
miraculously stop some younger teenage smokers from continuing to get tobacco through 
sources other than your stores. Thank you 
 
GARRISON: Doug Terbeck 
 
TERBECK: Good morning, I’m Doug Terbeck, I’m the Executive Director of the Prevention 
Team. I’m not a born and breed North Country person, but I’ve been here for 42 years by 
choice, because I love this place. Clinton County and the Air Force for a few years and Essex 
County for over 30 and during my time in Essex County I’ve directed the prevention efforts of 
substance abuse prevention in our schools and communities, along with help from organizations 
like Public Health, Reality Check, etc., and there’s some great partners in that area. One thing 
that’s I’ve learned in prevention and Jim I appreciate your comments about this is not the 
solution and the thing about prevention is that there is not one silver bullet or there is not one 
thing that solves any of the problems that we deal with.  
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You take a look at the opioid crisis we’re experiencing currently and there have to be solutions 
and efforts that come from a number of directions to be able to address the very issues that 
impact this epidemic and yet with our 50,000 or 60,000 depending on who you talk to, deaths 
annually now, from opioid overdoses, I’m sorry drug overdoses, a good portion of which is 
opioid and other drug related issues, we’re talking about 8 or 10x that number from tobacco 
related, offer, well long-term causes, on the long-term basis, on an annual basis and so this 
probably isn’t a silver bullet, but it’s one of the spokes of the wheel, the prevention, that’s really 
important as we begin to not just restrict the access, but communicate at a cultural level to our 
kids and our adults that we need to change our understanding and our view of this substance.  
I appreciate the comments from our veteran friend, I appreciate the comments that have gone 
before and one of the things that I find really interesting is I’ve been in this field for a long time, 
is that our understanding of the development of the human brain has deepened, broadened and 
skyrocketed in the last 10 or 20 years. where we now can look at brain scans and see the 
impact of substances that are inhaled, ingested, injected or whatever almost immediately and 
we begin to understand that addiction is a brain disease and in the field of prevention, especially 
in the area of opiate addiction we are dealing with a number of issues and one of them as do 
with people still believing that people choose to be addicted. Well, no one picks up a cigarette or 
a drink or using oxycodone that’s not their prescription, saying I can’t wait until I become 
addicted to this substance, that’s why I’ve started. No, you’ve started, because it changes the 
way you feel. That’s what these substances do and so we end up with people who have a 
dependency and as Dana as you were saying, find it so difficult to put down, because the brain 
has changed. So, we now know that brain development occurs probably for the first 2 ½ 
decades for an individual’s life, that around the mid-twenties, female brains are just about done 
and guys are a little slower on the uptake, but by the end of the twenties, but by the third decade 
male brains have caught up and are fully developed as well. The brain develops from back to 
front. The brain stem are those involuntary functions, the last thing that overdose or alcohol 
overdose put to sleep; which are breathing and heart and it develops frontwards, so that the last 
part of our brain that is fully developed is the prefrontal cortex. There is a number of functions, 
judgment, decision making, it’s often called the executive function and that’s the last thing that 
develops. So, parents when you ask a teenager, especially a male teenager, but a teenager, 
why they did really stupid thing and they say, I don’t know, I wasn’t thinking, well, they don’t 
have a fully developed capacity to predict consequences. They don’t attempt at that like we 
would as adults, hopefully, in most cases and so we see that, as someone said, that nicotine is 
a gateway drug, that’s absolutely true. People who smoke are like twice as likely, I think, to use 
alcohol 4 or 5 times, marijuana and then a number of other times for heroin and other 
prescription abuse.  
So, we are trying to put a little bit of a buffer in there, because of the social connections, 
because of the legal access, etc., not a direct wall, Jim, he hit it right on the head, it’s Swiss 
Cheese, but it has some impact. We’ve seen the same impact with alcohol abuse, that where 
availability goes down, use goes down and where availability goes up, whether it’s alcohol or 
cigarettes, use goes up. It’s just the nature of the beast and so I would just encourage the 
consideration of this legislation as well, recognizing that tobacco companies know the brain 
science very well and I think Reality Check has an initiative of about, I am not a replacement, 
because they need to recruit replacement smokers, before the age of 21, knowing that as 
someone said, there’s only about a 2% likelihood that someone 21 or older is going to pick up a 
cigarette and also it has to do with alcohol as well, very less likely to begin. So, if they don’t 
recruit new smokers for the people that their product kills they’re going to lose their profits. So, 
market it down, folks, we’re in a war here and there are a number of fronts that we need to fight 
it and I think this is a reasonable local skirmish that we can consider and it will have some 
impact on teen smoking and therefore long-term effects  in our county. Thank you very much 
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SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
GARRISON: Julie Hart 
 
HART: Hi everyone, my name is Julie Hart, I am the Government Relations Director for the 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network. I did have the pleasure of meeting many of 
you earlier to talk about Tobacco 21 Legislation and I did share at that time a story about, you 
know when we were talking about have we won the war on tobacco and I told you the story 
about my Mom actually, she smoked in the delivery room, you know that’s how far we’ve come. 
We think we’ve won the war on tobacco, because we hear stories like that, but I’m fine, that was 
with my brother, so I’m good (laughter).  
So, because we’ve made all this progress, we think you know we’ve won the war on tobacco, 
but that’s not the case and particularity with youth, what we’re really hearing about is this is a 
real stealthily and sneaky industry and they’re finding new ways to get kids to begin tobacco 
products.  
Now, we have heard a lot of statistics on Tobacco 21, so I’m not going to go over that, but we 
do know that Tobacco 21 works, that’s why we’re seeing so many localities in New York have 
acted. We have 20 localities that have passed Tobacco 21 laws. We have 2 since we’ve spoken 
last, we have 2 localities, Ulster and Nassau have passed, we’re just waiting for their County 
Executive to sign. We believe Westchester’s likely going to pass a Tobacco 21 proposal next 
week, so we are seeing a lot movement. The sky is not falling in those areas that have already 
done this, similar to when we did the Clean Indoor Act in 2003. We heard predictions, you know 
the sky is fall on business and instead this is one of the most popular laws on the books and the 
bottom line is workers and people are healthier because of that.  
Now, in terms of, you know, local businesses, I agree with Convenience Store Association. 
There’s a lot of responsible retailers out there. That’s one of the things that makes compliance 
for this very easy and that’s why we haven’t seen compliance problems in other localities, 
because the general rule, as a general rule, retailers want to comply with the law. They don’t 
want to get penalized for this. So, where are kids getting their tobacco products from? It is from 
social sources and we do know, will this completely eliminate smoking? No, it’s not going to 
completely eliminate smoking, but this will, this is a really promising strategy and could lead to a 
reduction in smoking rates of up to 12%, that’s very significant. Now, my kids are 19 and 20, 
now fortunately neither of them smoke, however if my 19 year old, he just turned 19, you know 
when he turned 18, first of all, I expected, alright he’s going to wake up and he’s going to be a 
man today, you know the magic didn’t happen that morning, unfortunately, he was still kind of 
the same, but he does have 16 year olds in his social circle when he was 18. So, certainly if he 
wanted to, he could but them tobacco products. Now, I’m fortune that he doesn’t smoke and 
hopefully he hasn’t made that choice, but that 16 year old is must less likely to have a 21 year 
old in their social circle. So, it’s just creating those barriers and making it more difficult for kids to 
pick up their first tobacco product. If we can get them to 21 without them picking  up their first 
tobacco product then the chances of them actually smoking or using tobacco are very, very slim 
at that point in time.  
So, just a couple of other areas I want to touch on. the age of adulthood, people have said and 
you’ve heard from a member of the military and we have a couple of other members that are 
sitting there as well, but in terms of what is the age of adulthood, this is something that you 
know grabbled with and other localities have grabbled with when they’ve looked at their 
Tobacco 21 laws. So, as I’ve mentioned my kids are 19 and 20, they can’t rent a car, they can’t 
rent a hotel room. When it comes to alcohol, the State certainly wouldn’t think of about reducing 
the age for alcohol consumption from 21 to 18 and I think most telling is that the age for child 
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support is to 21, that’s when we deem that kids are no longer kids, the age of child support in 
New York State is 21. 
So, we firmly support this, we firmly believe that this really would do great things in your county, 
so I think you for considering this. This, again, is really about helping that child that has never 
picked up their first tobacco product. So, thank you for the opportunity to speak and hopefully 
we’re looking forward to having Essex County be the next county to enact Tobacco 21, thank 
you.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
Okay that’s all we have on the list for speakers, is there anyone else that would like to address 
the Board before we close the hearing? If not, any Supervisors?  
 
MORROW: Well, I take this very serious, raising it to 21. When I was 16 years old, quite a few 
years ago, I was offered a cigarette, but I had the responsibility to say no. I never smoked, 
unfortunately, I’ll tell you a little personal history. When the young lady asked if we lost anybody, 
raise your hand, my wife smoked and in Burlington hospital, after we were married quite a few 
years, she smoked, I knew it, she wouldn’t stop, she had 4 way heart bypass. The doctor come 
out and said to the two of us, when she was lying in the bed, after the operation, you need to 
quit smoking, if you don’t quit smoking you’re not going to last 10 years. While I was working 12 
to 16 hours a day, she was hiding her cigarettes after she got out of the hospital, did a very 
good job, because I couldn’t smell the smoke or anything, she was smoking outside, I guess, 
not in the house. She continued to smoke, she didn’t last 10 years, the doctor was right, she 
died. She’s been dead for quite a few years now and I got to tell you, maybe it won’t stop 
everybody, one of the early smokers of kids that are smoking, but whatever it stops, it’s worth it, 
because the old saying and I’ve said it many times in my town doing presentations, our youth of 
today is the future of tomorrow, we need to try and help them to stay healthy, so they can be our 
future of tomorrow. I wholeheartedly support this raising the age to 21, because whatever it 
helps, no matter how many it helps in our county or across New York State, I wholeheartedly 
support this, thank you.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you  
 
MONTY: First of all, I want to thank everyone for speaking today. I now, more than ever support 
this. I too grew up in a family, just about everybody in my family smoked, I was the one who 
didn’t, to this day, I’m now the only one left in the my family, you know that’s life, but I’ve got a 
13 year old and I’ve got a 17 year old and if I can keep them from going down this path, I’m 
going to do everything in my power to do that. If we save one child, it’s one that won’t be a 
statistic and again I thank you all and wholeheartedly support this, thank you.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
HARRINGTON: We realize that schools, hospitals, government buildings, restaurants, stadiums 
and most hotels all prohibit smoking. We also realize that government has taken the bull by the 
horns and have advocated that these buildings be smoke free, in fact this whole campus is 
smoke free. We also realize that tobacco companies are going to do anything and everything 
they possibly can do to stabilize their financial status. They know that the traditional means of 
supplying nicotine is in harm’s way, as a result they have come up with other means of 
supplying nicotine. We know that there has been a very, very heavy focus on tobacco 
companies providing cigarettes to 3rd world counties. They have made a tremendous amount of 
money as a result of this. Our government has had issues with some chemicals and they have 
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taken them off the market. Whereas, the other one of the arsenals that we have in agriculture 
that we’re dealing with pesticides was arsenic and it was available on the main line in all Ag 
stores. Another one was proton which now has been prohibited and I ask you people to please 
watch the advertisements for Round-Up on television, you won’t find it anymore, because they 
now realize that that is a danger. I certainly am an advocate for Tobacco 21, because I throw it 
all into the same categories, thank you.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
JACKSON: Yeah, I don’t think anybody in this room is going to say smoking is good for you, I 
know there’s smokers in the room, but no one is going to say it’s good for you. No smoking is 
good for you, whether it’s tobacco, marijuana, or a fire. That’s why firefighters wear air packs. 
Smoking is bad for your lungs, nobody is going to argue that. As an EMT and you’ve probably 
heard me say this before, but I’ve taken way, way, way too many people from their homes to the 
hospital, gasping for air, trying to get another breath, trying to get another week, trying to 
another month and maybe if they’re lucky another year and now this isn’t perfect legislation, this 
isn’t going to stop everybody and certainly, I’m 70 now, any kids smoking now, I wouldn’t be 
taking them for emphysema, but maybe my son and grandkids won’t have to take somebody, 
because of this, if it stops one person it’s worth it and I feel it can stop a lot more than one, it 
certainly not going to stop all, but I’m definitely supporting this.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
MORROW: I have one more thing that I thought of. In one way I am very lucky, I have a 
daughter that’s in her late 40’s, I have two grandchildren, two granddaughters, one 18, one 21, 
none of those 3 smoke and I’m lucky about that, because they all seen what happened to their 
mother and grandmother, so they do not smoke, never touched it.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you.  
All offer the floor to the public, one more time before we close the hearing, if there’s anyone that 
would like to speak.  
 
PALMER: I just have one comment, just on a lighter note. I served on this Board back in, quite a 
while ago, with Teresa Sayward and at the time she gave me a pin for my lapel that said, just do 
want women say, at the time I thought there were  lots of reasons, but I didn’t realize it was 
because their brain developed more than mine. (Laughter) 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, if there is no further business to come before the hearing, the hearing is 
closed. Thank you 
 
 
AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS PUBLIC HEARING, IT 
WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:50 AM 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk  
Board of Supervisors  


