
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, February 12, 2018 - 10:00 AM 

 
 

Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:25 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, 
Ron Jackson, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ron Moore, 
Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Michael 
Marnell.  Charles Harrington and Tom Scozzafava had been previously excused.   

 
Department Heads present: Juliann Beatty, Brandon Boutelle, Richard Cutting, Judith Garrison, 
Daniel Palmer and Kristy Sprague. Patty Bashaw and Wayne Taylor were previously excused. 
 
Deputies present:  Michael Blaise and Jim Dougan 
 
News Media present: Keith Lobdell - Sun News. 
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call this Public Safety committee to order.  Veteran’s office, Mr. Merrihew. 
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning.  A note of information you’ve probably seen on the news Mr. 
Danny Kaifetz has introduced the consideration of Hepatitis C identification for Veterans at no 
cost so Veterans can go over just to have the analysis done whether or not they are a carrier. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you.  Does anybody have any questions for Mr. Merrihew?  If not, County 
Sealer Wayne Taylor is excused.  Board of Elections, no report.   
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney, Kristy Sprague. 
 
SPRAGUE: I have no report.  If anybody has any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Alright thank you. 
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services Office with Mike Blaise 
reporting as follows: 
 
BLAISE: Good morning. All we have is we’d like a resolution to accept the 2018 Deputy Fire 
Coordinators list. 
 
PALMER: Is the list in here?  Was it part of your report? 
 
BLAISE:  Yes it’s on the back of your committee report. 
 
McNALLY:  Page two, on the back. 
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PALMER: Alright. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENTS TO THE 2018 DEPUTY FIRE 
COORDINATORS, FIRE INVESTIGATORS AND DEPUTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVCIE 
COORDINATORS. 
Moved by Mr.  Morrow, second by Mr. Tyler. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
MONTY:  Are these paid positions? 
 
PALMER: No volunteers. 
 
McNALLY: Volunteers, thank you. Anybody else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
BLAISE:  That’s all we had. 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions?  Okay, you’re all set thank you. 
 
BLAISE: Thank you. 
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services.  Patty Bashaw was 
previously excused. 
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office with Richard Cutting reporting as 
follows: 
 
CUTTING:  I just had one resolution when we opened the facility back in 2007, 2008 New York 
State no longer accepts inked finger prints so we had to put in a finger print scanner, live scan 
and that machine has become pretty much obsolete.  We had a resolution to, the State actually 
has come forward with some matching money they’ve come forward with $10,000.00 on a 265 
machine so the resolution is to accept that $10,000.00 and to go ahead with the purchase on 
State contract of the Live Scan finger print machine. 
 
PALMER:  Do you know what the total cost was of the Live Scan? 
 
CUTTING: $26,552.00 
 
PALMER:  Okay and we did budget that didn’t we? 
 
CUTTING: Yes, I budgeted the difference. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG THE ESSEX COUNTY SHERIFF TO APPLY FOR AND 
ACCEPT A NEW YOIRK STATE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES (DCJS) 
GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00; AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT TO 
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INCREASE REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00 FROM 
DCJS GRANT; AUTHORIIZNG THE PURCHASE OF FINGERPRINT EQUIPMENT IN THE 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $26,552.00; AND AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME. 
Moved by Mr. Tyler, second by Mr. Moore. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
MONTY:  So the total price is $26,552.00 Richard less the $10,000 grant? 
 
CUTTING:  Correct which I budgeted for. 
 
MONTY:  Basically $16,000.00. 
 
PALMER: Yes. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
CUTTING: That’s it unless there is any questions? 
 
McNALLY: Anybody have anything for the Sheriff?  Alright you’re all set. Thank you. 
 
CUTTING:  Thank you. 
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Office with Juliann Beatty reporting as 
follows: 
 
BEATTY:  Good morning. You have a written report from me so unless anyone has any 
questions I have nothing to add. 
 
McNALLY: Does anybody have anything?  I guess not, thank you. 
 
BEATTY: Thank you. 
 

********************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender with Brandon Boutelle reporting 
as follows: 
 
BOUTELLE:  Good morning.  I have two resolutions.  The first is a resolution authorizing the 
Public Defender’s office to accept a three-year New York State Indigent Legal Services grant 
#6, C600015 in the total amount of $95,748.00. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE TO ACCEPT A THREE-
YEAR NEW YORK STATE INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES GRANT #6, C600015 IN THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF $95,748.00. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Giordano. 
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McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
GILLILLAND: What is this going to be used for? 
 
BOUTELLE: This grant is for inventory, computer upgrades, it supplements salary. 
 
PALMER: It covers one position as well I think. 
 
BOUTELLE:  It covers one of our positions. 
 
GILLILLAND:  For three years and after that you reapply? 
 
PALMER:  Three years but you’ll see another one coming right behind it here number #7, which 
is again the Indigent Legal Defense fund seems to be geared toward grants on a three-year 
basis and it has been for the last quite a few years now again, we’re always subject to this at the 
State level as to when they stop supplying us with grants and truthfully we are looking at that we 
would have to evaluate where we’re at the point when those grants ended especially in terms of 
the additional position that we’re funding so again, I can’t sit here and tell you that these grants 
are going to continue but at this point that’s what they are kind of indicating is that that’s how the 
money is going to be funneled back to the Public Defender’s is through that process. 
 
McNALLY: Is this something that we currently receive or have for the last few years? 
 
PALMER: We have. We have received a number of them this is not our first grant obviously I 
think it is number six or seven is what we’re looking at but yes, this is the way they are funding 
now unfortunately.  I mean everything on the State level is funded on grants and it’s okay I 
guess as long as you continue to receive it but the problem is you’re always subject to that does 
the next round actually come out? 
 
BOUTELLE: There are some performance metrics that we have to supply to the State. The 
grants are entitled to quality improvement, case load reduction so we have to do a lot of number 
crunching and report generating with our case tracking system to show that the case loads have 
gone down since we added this one extra position and I don’t know how you show improvement 
of quality but we feel we’ve improved quality so we are accountable to the State to provide what 
we are doing with our money on top of this. 
 
McNALLY: Anything else? All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
BOUTELLE: The second resolution is a resolution authorizing the Public Defender’s office to 
accept a three-year New York State Indigent Legal Services grant #7, C700015 in the total 
amount of $95,748.00. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE TO ACCEPT A THREE-
YEAR NEW YORK STATE INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES GRANT #7, C700015 IN THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF $95,748.00. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, second by Mr. Moore. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions or concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried.  Anything else? 
 
BOUTELLE: I’d just like to thank my wonderful secretary Kellie King who has spent all the time 
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and effort to jump through the hoops and wrestle through the red tape to put these grants 
together to continue to supply us with these funds and keep the actually tax payer cost to the 
Essex County citizens low for us.  That’s it. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else? 
 
GILLILLAND:  I went down to NYSAC the legislative conference and went to the seminar of 
indigent legal defense put on by the Director himself.  I had a question concerning contract 
attorneys to handle such things as Family Court or conflicted out public office and stuff and they 
said you know, technically because of the law and rotating basis the question was to whether 
contracted legal firm would be on a rotating basis or not is the question and then he said but 
they are aware there are counties in the State that do contract with legal firms to provide those 
services to cut down on assigned council costs as you know are really kicking us.  And so I did 
talk to Mr. Manning about that a little bit and I was just wondering what your comment would be 
on that? 
 
BOUTELLE: Yes, I know also Kristy has been working, with Kristy, myself and the Essex 
County BAR had set up a legal services committee to explore these options and they were 
exactly looking into the feasibility of contracts even though they are not technically authorized 
under the statue but whatever works in my opinion.  I enjoy not having to do family court. If one 
day you wanted us to do it we certainly could do it because you just would have to change the 
Local Law and allow us to do it but anyway that gets the job done I can’t see the perfect being 
the enemy of the sufficient. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you. 
 
MONTY:  On that same lines how often are you meeting because this is isn’t the first time we’ve 
heard groups getting together to discuss this in my twenty-six months on the board and we’re no 
further today than we were twenty-six months ago. 
 
BOUTELLE:  I’m a lonely member. I’m not the head of it.  I think the pace of the meetings has 
slowed a bit but – 
 
MONTY:  Slowed to non-existent? 
 
BOUTELLE: I do not know what my counterparts are up to so I cannot comment.  The head of 
that is Alex Shmulsky the Attorney from Ticonderoga. I can send an email to Kristy and the rest 
of the board members, to the former President to ask what the status is of their 
recommendations. 
 
MONTY: Frankly from my opinion it’s a waste of time because they are stonewalled.  The BAR 
Association wants nothing to do with this in my opinion.  It’s been that way for twenty-six months 
and it’s ridiculous.   
 
GILLILLAND:  I think what we probably have to do is continue.  We’ll lead the charge and if they 
want to catch up they can catch up. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you Shaun.  I agree. 
 
McNALLY: Anything else for Mr. Boutelle? 
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BOUTELLE: There is grants available for Family Court representation.  That’s money being left 
on the table.  I just don’t know who would be the one who would be applying for these grants? 
We could venture into that but we’re not authorized to do Family Court but part of what might be 
feasible is a grant to hire an Indigent Legal Services Coordinator who would be in charge of 
reviewing applications for Family Court and Criminal Court and to have that person the one who 
is in charge of pursuing grants for Family Court money for training for attorneys.  I don’t know 
how much they would supply for offsetting the cost of attorneys but it’s something to think about.  
A lot of the counties around us have Indigent Legal Service’s Coordinators that kind of run the 
administrative side of the applications and grants but we would kind of be doing our side of it 
there’s not really anyone on the Family Court side that I know of that’s doing it. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else?  Alright thank you very much.  Anything else to come before the 
Public Safety Committee? If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


