
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, April 16, 2018 - 10:00 AM 

 
 

Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:30 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, 
Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Ron Moore, Gerald Morrow, Randy Preston, 
Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Michael Marnell.  Robin DeLoria, Joseph 
Giordano, Dean Montroy and Roby Politi had previously been excused. 
 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Richard Cutting, Judith Garrison, Allison McGahay, 
Sue Montgomery-Corey, Daniel Palmer and Wayne Taylor. Brandon Boutelle and Kristy 
Sprague was excused. 
 
Deputies present:  Michael Blaise and Jim Dougan 
 
News Media present: Keith Lobdell - Sun News. 
 
Also present:  Margaret Bartley and Jennifer Fifield. 
 
 
McNALLY:  I’ll call the Public Safety Committee meeting to order.  Alright first up is Veteran’s 
office.  Is Noel here? 
 
PALMER:  He is but he’s getting coffee.  We’ll go back to him. 
 
McNALLY:  County Sealer, Wayne Taylor. 
 

*************************** 
 
The first item on the agenda was the County Sealer, Wayne Taylor reporting as follows: 
 
TAYLOR: Good morning.  You have my report.  Is there any questions or comments? 
 
PRESTON: Yes Wayne how are we doing with the vacation rentals?  Are we still picking up 
people? 
 
TAYLOR:  I general have a, it’s under Supervisor Preston in terms of the number per month, the 
registrations per month last month I think it was eight that signed up new you know over the 
course of that month. We’re currently, we’re trying to come up with a grant I’m working with 
Franklin County trying to develop a grant scenario to provide for that short term rental 
enforcement software and some hardware to go with it.  I did ask for a little help as far as the 
New York State Department of State wanted a three year projection as to where the program 
would be before they would actually fund it again that’s kind of out of my area of expertise, my 
realm so Russ Kinyon from Franklin County called me and asked what I saw as being the 
minimum of what we would expect or like to see from where I sit but again they are looking for a 
bigger bang, kind of like a one shot revenue source kind of thing is what they are looking to 
provide. 
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PRESTON: Thank you. 
 
MONTY:  Yeah Wayne on these violations where you are going in and weighing things at 
different locations and are they fined for this? 
 
TAYLOR:  They are not just called a fine they are called a civil penalty but yes, and not always 
it’s usually we only do standard packed items and usually random weight things we issue a 
warning at the new weight in store, random weight they would pack that at that store themselves 
and typically when I pose a penalty it’s for a standard pack.  New York State is by virtual case 
law a seller state and the establishment can recoup their fine, their civil penalty plus their 
administrative cost if they so choose.  It’s incumbent on them to do that. 
 
MONTY: That penalty goes where?  To the State? 
 
TAYLOR:  General fund no it goes here. 
 
PALMER:  It goes here, yes. 
 
TAYLOR: It stays here by virtue of the Weights and Measures Law, it says that right in the 
statue that the civil penalties will remain in the county agency. 
 
MONTY: Good, thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else?  Alright thank you. 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Allison McGahay and Sue 
Montgomery-Corey reporting as follows: 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We shared with you a brief report at the end of last week that 
hopefully you have on your desks and we wanted to just point out a couple of items.   
 
McGAHAY:  Petitions are in for Congress. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Yes, petitions are in for Congress. 
 
McGAHAY:  Not to us, statewide. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  All seven of the Congressional candidates on the Democratic side of 
New York, 21 have submitted petitions as did the Green Party candidate and the Republican 
Candidate and the conservative so there will be a primary on the Democratic side on June 26 
which was in the report that we gave you. 
We also wanted to note that we’ve made a change, we have by law we were required to 
determine the poll sites for the year by May 1st and we have made one change. We are 
relocating Westport 1 to the town hall to make it a more accessible experience for the voters 
and our poll site workers. 
 
McGAHAY: I think that’s about it. 
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MONTGOMERY-COREY:  That’s about it.  Are there any other questions? 
 
JACKSON:  I went to a long meeting, any hope or progress with getting to one day of circulating 
petitions and one day for primary?  It costs us a lot of money to have two primaries where it is 
really not necessary. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Yeah, you won’t get an argument from us about that. 
 
JACKSON:  I know that.  I know you want it but. 
 
McGAHAY:  No it’s still something that the Legislature is talking about, about combining the 
June primary and the September primary to a new date that complies with getting the Move Act 
which is about getting ballots out to Military voters in time so that they can vote them and get 
them back to us. 
 
JACKSON:  Good luck with that. 
 
McNALLY: Anything else?  If not, thank you very much.  Let’s go back to Mr. Merrihew with the 
Veterans please. 
 
MERRIHEW:  No report this morning.  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions for the Veterans?  Thank you. 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services Department with Michael 
Blaise reporting as follows: 
 
BLAISE:  I have two resolutions today.  The first one we would like a resolution to increase the 
contract with Mountain View Planning by $15,000.00 to include an evacuation plan for Essex 
County as required by New York State.  This is covered under the Hazard Mitigation Grant. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE TO THE CONTRACT WITH MOUNTAIN VIEW 
PLANNING IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000.00, TO INCLUDE AN EVACUATION PLAN FOR 
ESSEX COUNTY WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM GRANT FUNDS. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Gillilland. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Who is Mountain View Planning? 
 
BLAISE: It is Tess Grub 
 
GILLILLAND:  Okay.  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
BLAISE:  And we also would like a resolution to recognize National Telecommunicators Week 
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which was last week the 9th through the 15th. 
 
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE WEEK OF APRIL 9 -15, 2018 AS NATIONAL 
TELECOMMUNICATORS WEEK. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Gillilland. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
BLAISE: That’s all I have. 
 
McNALLY: Any other questions?  Alright, great thank you. 
 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services Department with 
Patty Bashaw reporting as follows: 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning everybody.  So we do have one resolution to recognize May 20-26 is 
EMS week. 
 
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE WEEK OF MAY 20 -26, 2018 AS EMS WEEK. 
Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Tyler. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
BASHAW:  So you have my report in Emergency Services report.  Just a couple things the 
Public Service announcement is out on TV I think it looks pretty cool but I might be a little bias.  
Also Crown Point we are this close to having a ELS First Response Agency at the Fire 
Department down there. I went down there last week and everything is pretty much in order 
there.   
The grant, we haven’t heard anything on the grant yet we pretty much figure with the State 
budget being settled we may hear on that soon. And the one exciting thing that did come out of 
the Governor’s budget was on their increasing of our Medicaid rates for ambulance 
reimbursement not just our county but the State so again I think Essex County will have an 
impact on that.  Other than that that’s all I have. 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions? 
 
PRESTON:  It’s not a question it’s just basically a statement you know, it took us a long time to 
get where we these public service announcements are out there I think they are fantastic.  
Patty’s signing autographs right after this meeting but I think they’re great.  It took us a long time 
to get there and Patty you put a lot of effort into this so thank you and I think you know it took us 
a long time but I think we’re finally gaining ground with it and I’m hoping when we hear on this 
grant which I keep getting told it’s going to be soon that that’s positive when we get our 
programming underway so thank you. 
 
MONTY: Patty I was just curious these classes we’ve been doing at the public safety building 
they are being sponsored by Mountain Lakes regional office? 
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BASHAW:  Yes. 
 
MONTY:  So they are the outfit, group I guess that comes from Lake George I guess, 
Queensbury? 
 
BASHAW:  Yes. 
 
MONTY:  Are they paying instructors or who is paying the instructors? 
 
BASHAW: So if it’s during the day when I’m working I do not get paid by Mountain Lakes.  I do it 
as part of my job so the day course that’s going on right now there’s still a tuition charged and 
then basically it only reimburses any equipment that I use like disposal equipment like breathing 
masks and stuff like that and any lab instructors I bring in I’ve brought in a lab instructor once or 
twice but other than that I don’t get paid for the day course.  If it’s night course then we use the 
building and I do not clock in and I get paid by Mountain Lakes for the evening courses. 
 
MONTY:  As far as tuition are they people that are non-county employees?  I know we have 
deputies taking it or dispatchers are they charged tuition for taking this course? 
 
BASHAW: Yes that goes back to help cover the lab instructors or the equipment that we’re 
using and also down in the equipment room I don’t know if you guys saw that but in that 
equipment room there’s both, we house Mountain Lake’s equipment there and we have 
gradually over the years body equipment and we really have a full complimentary equipment in 
there now so when the paramedic course starts up hopefully in August they will be using that 
facility every Friday and telecommunicating that to Malone and Glens Falls to increase the 
paramedic program and we’ll be able to use some of that equipment for that. 
 
MONTY:  I hope they’re, the rooms are in better shape than they were the day that Mr. Morrow 
and I went there because things were not in an organized manner. 
 
BASHAW:  So on my side, that’s the side I’ll speak to it is fairly organized.  There’s a lot of bulky 
equipment so it’s not always where it needs to be and for a while there January through March I 
was teaching four nights a week and two days a week so sometimes the equipment got brought 
back there and just parked there but you know, there’s only so much I can so sometimes. 
 
MONTY: Understood. 
 
BASHAW: I appreciate that. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else? 
 
MOORE: Yes, to move ahead with our county plan it’s my understanding that we would have to 
have legislative approval to create a countywide taxing district.  Is that correct and does that 
require two years?  One year?  I’m just curious where we are at with that? 
 
GILLILLAND: For the execution grant there’s no requirement tagged along but for our long term 
plan for financing this yes and I just texted Mr. Stec and he says because there was a policy 
issue in this last thing the legislature pulled the policy stuff on budget it looks like June when 
we’ll hear as to whether it passes or not. 
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MOORE:  Does it require two legislations? 
 
PALMER:  No, it would not. 
 
GILLILLAND:  It’s just a change in the body of law, it’s not a change in the constitution. 
 
MOORE:  Okay thank you. 
 
BASHAW: And when we do get the grant that’s why we haven’t really, it’s hard to put a plan we 
have obviously options and things we want to do but when we get the grant money then we’ll 
know for sure and we’ll bring that back for board approval on that. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else? 
 
PALMER: The crafters of the bill themselves actually got a hold of Dan Manning and he did 
provide some suggestive language that they can use in that Home Rule Legislation which would 
provide for us to create the district so to speak and I think he gave them some good advice as to 
what they were modeling it after was really how it works for towns and didn’t really play out too 
well for, I mean how it worked for fire commissioners it didn’t really play out well for town and 
county so I know Dan provided them with additional language which I think they are considering 
as part of the upcoming bill. 
 
MOORE: Do we know if that’s going to be just for Essex County or it’s everyone? 
 
PALMER: My understanding it is just Essex County. 
 
MOORE: Thank you. 
 
McNALLY: Okay, I guess you’re all set.  Thank you. 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office with Richard Cutting reporting as 
follows: 
 
CUTTING: Good morning.  One fairly easy resolution this morning. We need to renew our 
contract with the Department of Correctional Services for food supplies in the jail.  It’s a five year 
renewing contract and it’s been five years since we initially took that up. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF A FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES FOR FOOD SUPPLIES AT THE ESSEX 
COUNTY JAIL. 
Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Moore 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?   
 
GILLILLAND:  Did we bid that out? 
 
PALMER:  Did Linda go out for that?  I don’t know? 
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CUTTING: I don’t think so. This is to purchase from the State food system. 
 
PALMER: Oh, okay.  It’s a renewal of a State contract. 
 
McNALLY:  Any other questions? 
 
PALMER: Typically we can only go five years on contracts so what happens is sometimes on 
these contracts there’s language in there that provides that it be renewed at five years I would 
assume that’s the case with this one. 
 
CUTTING:  It is. 
 
McNALLY: All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
CUTTING: That’s it unless there is any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for the Sheriff?  I guess, not we’re all set.  Thank you. 
 
CUTTING:  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY: Anything else for the Public Safety Committee? 
 
MONTY: I just had a question Dan I was going to ask Juliann if she was here. I see we ordered 
a new test for Probation Officer.  Do they order a new test before the list is exhausted? 
 
PALMER:  That’s up to the department head and the Personnel Officer they work together as to 
whether they have an adequate pool to choose from if they do or don’t that’s really up to them to 
choose. I don’t know the specifics. 
 
MONTY:  I was just asked that question somebody was still on the list and they were curious.  
Now would they still have to take the test? 
 
PALMER: They would have to take the test when the new one comes, yes. 
 
MONTY: Okay thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else?  If not, we are excused. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:45 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 


