
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, July 9, 2018 - 10:00 PM 

 
 
Stephen McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:16 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joe Giordano, Charlie 
Harrington, Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, Jim 
Monty, Ron Moore, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Michael Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson. 
Jerry Morrow and Tom Scozzafava were previously excused.  
  
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty, Judith Garrison, Donald Jaquish,  
Daniel Palmer and Kristy Sprague.  Wayne Taylor, Allison McGahay and Sue Montgomery-
Corey were excused. Richard Cutting was absent. 
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan and Michael Blaise 
 
News Media present: Kim Dedam - Sun News  
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call this Public Safety meeting to order.  Veteran’s office – Noel is not here.  
County Sealer is excused.  Allison McGahay and Sue Montgomery-Corey excused.  District 
Attorney – no report.  Emergency Services – Don Jaquish. 
 
JAQUISH: I don’t require any resolutions this morning.  I would say that over the last week 
though the call volume for emergency services, fire, EMS and police really went up and I’d like 
to just mention that Westport Fire and Port Henry Fire did a water rescue on Friday evening and 
the outcome was good. Three people that were taken off the lake one was very close to 
perishing, was found in the nick of time thanks to a good Samaritan and the Port Henry fire boat 
so I think those two agencies ought to be commended along with the Etown-Westport EMS and 
everybody else that was involved in it. 
You have my monthly report so if there are any questions I’m here. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody?  I guess we’re all set thank you. 
 
JAQUISH:  Thank you. 
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw 
reporting as follows: 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning.  My report is also in the monthly report.  The only thing really active 
going on right now is Ironman that’s two week from yesterday and it affects a good chunk of the 
county in the northern part other than that not much to report. 
 
McNALLY:  Does anybody have anything?  I guess we’re all set.  Thank you. 
 

************************* 
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 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office, Richard Cutting was not present 
and no report was given. 
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Juliann Beatty 
reporting as follows: 
 
BEATTY:  I am in the process of renewing our contract for Automon case management 
program.  It has changed this year so I need to request a resolution to renew that contract as a 
sole source. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF A CONTRACT WITH AUTOMON AND 
THE ESSEX COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT FOR THE CASE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE SUCH CONTRACT UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY. 
Moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Harrington. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried.  Thank you. 
 
BEATTY: Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay, District Attorney Kristy I’m a little late Sprague. 
 
SPRAGUE: I have no report but I believe I may have an inquiry from Mr. Montroy. 
 
MONTROY:  Thanks Kristy.  Kristy and I have emailed a couple of times back and forth about 
building code and code enforcement and the prosecution. We had talked about it a couple of 
weeks ago also at one of our meetings here but could you explain to the board why the District 
Attorney’s office does not enforce or prosecute code enforcement or code violations that are 
Class a misdemeanors. 
 
SPRAGUE: Sure.  So technically my duties direct arrive from County Law 701, under the county 
law we’re given certain jurisdiction over crimes. Your code enforcement crimes why we’re 
getting primary jurisdiction on them we’re not getting exclusive jurisdiction so what that means is 
out of the rarity of certain crimes if you want to call them crimes and the reason why your code 
enforcement are deemed misdemeanors is to give the court’s jurisdiction not really to give us 
jurisdiction so it’s more for so that your courts can entertain anything that is brought by your 
code enforcement officers so what that means is and traditionally what we’ve done is  delegate 
that duty to your local attorneys and I can’t tell you how many I don’t think in the history of our 
office we’ve ever prosecuted them unless they are a felony level or something that’s really 
extreme to the point where someone is going to be incarcerated and that’s very rare. So a lot of 
times and also in other jurisdictions they don’t prosecute your penal law which is your classified 
crimes as far as violations your trust passes, your discons my office does and continues to do 
that. Traffic tickets – a lot of officers don’t prosecute traffic tickets they delegate it out to town 
attorneys we will continue to do traffic tickets and I can tell you for the thousands of tickets we 
get, you want us to continue doing that.  So technically your code enforcement violations are 
just that a lot of them are civil some of them are derived out of your local law we do not have 
jurisdiction over those.  If they’re misdemeanors and do entail some jail time very rarely does jail 
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time ever get imposed so therefore most of your instances your town attorneys are delegated to 
do that.  I think in the history since I’ve been here, since my predecessors it’s always been 
delegated out to other attorneys and to be quite frank with you we don’t have the resources to 
be able to handle all eighteen towns for code enforcement violations.  I know that there are 
towns that will call me and ask me opinions or what to do in that particular case and we’ll give 
them guidance.  If there’s a particular case that you do need us to step in on feel free to call and 
if we have the resources we will do that, is that fair? 
 
MONTROY:  It is.  Can the town supervisor prosecute? 
 
SPRAGUE:  Technically under the law it says administrative officials and I’m not sure if that’s 
just code enforcement officers and local attorneys and town attorneys I can designate and I 
have to do that by letter and when I do that by letter they also have to come in and take an oath 
and swear and sign the book in Joe Provoncha’s office to do that and I know that there are a 
few attorneys in local jurisdictions that have done that.  I know that there are some that sit here 
now that do not even know that you have a representation to do that but I will do that for you but 
I’m not sure in regards to that.  I tried to find there’s Board of Appeal cases there are Attorney 
General Opinions that I looked at and most of them don’t really designate people they just have 
the ability to authorize and I think the way that they say it is public officials so technically you 
probably could. 
 
MONTROY: Thank you. 
 
MONTY:  That will be looked at Kristy, by; you said that the Codes Enforcement Officer could 
prosecute? 
 
SPRAGUE:  Well it depends. 
 
MONTY:  Isn’t he the one that gave the citation? 
 
SPRAGUE: Right and it also depends on what you’re citing them for so if it’s going to be a 
violation of a local law usually your local law the person that prosecutes is designated in there 
so and we don’t have jurisdiction over those if they are violations like you said if they are the 
ones that are bringing, they are going to be the witness to the actual code violation so you’re 
going to need some independent person to do that. 
 
MONTY:  Would you have any suggestion on how we can convince some of our local 
Magistrates to actually do something with these because it gets frustrating for code enforcement 
officers to issue citation after citation after citation and nothing happens. 
 
SPRAGUE: The magistrates have monthly meetings maybe we could ask them, maybe 
somebody from the State and/or code enforcement my office could be there if I’m there then 
Brandon’s office has to have representation as well and maybe we could do just a little 
educational session. 
 
MONTY: I think that would be great because I know that’s the biggest frustration my code 
enforcement officer has the citations will say well we’ll give you a 30 day remedy and then 30 
days later it’s worse. 
 
SPRAGUE:  Right, right. Okay.  That’s probably the way to do it is have an educational session, 
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bring everybody to the table and then because a lot of times they are confusing too those code 
enforcement provisions are not easy to understand. 
 
MONTY:  You’re exactly right and there’s really no teeth to them. 
 
SPRAGUE:  There’s not. 
 
MONTY:  That’s really the hardest thing. 
 
SPRAGUE:  I agree. 
 
MONTROY:  Going through the whole process of going to court and even getting a Judge’s 
decision is a very lengthy process but to then to have a $50 fine, it’s like a slap in the face. 
 
SPRAGUE:  I know and that I really can’t control because ultimately the sentencing is up to the 
court so we can get it to the point where we get a sentence and again that is at the Judge’s 
discretion and again maybe educational purposes that might help them realize the cost to the 
county and the towns to bring these actions. 
 
MONTROY:  It seems like the towns – I was a code enforcement officer in Saranac Lake and in 
Bloomingdale two different counties and talking with other building officials it’s like every town 
does something totally different and you don’t know who’s right and who’s wrong if it’s being 
judicated the right way. 
 
SPRAGUE:  Exactly and each town has their own problems and issues and you probably have 
your consistent violators and those are the ones that you want to focus on. 
 
TYLER:  My understanding that before years ago the codes officer handed the citation over onto 
the Judge I was told that was not the case in Westport anymore. 
 
SPRAGUE:  I don’t know what they are doing in Westport. 
 
TYLER:  Right so each town can do it differently as far as that goes and why would the town not 
have citations it would be easier to go to the Judge they just have to motivate the Judge to do 
the right thing. 
 
SPRAGUE: Right and are your citations under your Local Law?  Local Law I do not have 
jurisdiction of Local Law and actually you would put a provision in your local law who has that 
prosecutorial responsibility. 
 
TYLER:  So we can just go back and change that and bring back the citation part of it? 
 
SPRAGUE: As long as you’re not inserting and kind of state jurisdiction so if it’s a misdemeanor 
level I would say no but if it’s a violation depending on if there’s jail time imposed but if it’s just a 
civil matter or a civil fine and no jail time then I believe you could do that. 
 
POLITI: I agree with everything.  I have no trouble.  We have a very, tough, stringent local law 
tied to a zoning ordinance.  We issue citations.  Town attorney takes them to court. We have no 
issues.   It depends on your board to pass a local law tied to your zoning ordinance and it 
should be enforced.  It’s the law.  I understand why you would have problems?  If the Judge 
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chooses not to judicate I guess that’s a problem but I don’t have a problem. 
 
MONTY:  Would it be the fact that we don’t have zoning in Lewis Roby? 
 
POLITI: Yeah that would be a problem. 
 
MONTY: Where you have a zoning ordinance, you have more teeth. 
 
POLITI: Right. 
 
MONTY:  You have more teeth. 
 
POLITI: That would be a problem. 
 
SPRAGUE: But you’re also looking at your code enforcement too so different types of codes, 
building codes we had one it was a sanitation issue in Willsboro that could handle so there are 
circumstances where you may need and quite frankly your town attorneys probably have more 
knowledge of your local laws and ordinances more so than any DA would because we are more 
crime focused. 
 
PALMER:  I think though it’s important to understand from a Justice’s prospective that the 
prosecution is pretty important.  The problem is that often Justices with have a code 
enforcement officer or a junk yard ordinance or an animal control ordinance individual in front of 
them that has no understanding of the requirements of prosecution.  In often cases the case 
gets dismissed or it gets done away with simply because the rules related to prosecution are not 
followed properly so in terms of the prosecution itself it’s pretty important to have an attorney do 
that. That’s really I think one of the areas I think that it is difficult for Justices because it may 
seem like the Justice is somehow being lenient when in fact it wasn’t prosecuted properly so it 
has to be dismissed. 
 
SPRAGUE: And with that being said if there are individuals you want designated just let me 
know I do it by way of letter and they have to come take the oath, sign the book and under 
certain terms I have done that for other municipalities. 
 
HARRINGTON:   Yes, we have no zoning but we do have local laws and we do recruit the 
services of our attorney and we have brought cases in front of our local Judge and have had 
some degree of success. 
Yes, on a totally different subject. The county has had investigations and there have been 
arrests in regards to the medical taxi abuse and I realize that we’re in an investigation but I’m 
wondering if you can give us any further information as to where we are? 
 
SPRAGUE: Well I can tell you I’m no longer the prosecutor in that matter so I can’t comment at 
all in regards to that.  It is with the Rensselaer County DA’s office some things came up after the 
death of my brother that caused a problem for me to be the prosecutor so I will leave it at that 
only if you have any questions you can call the Rensselaer County DA’s office and they should 
be able to give you any updates if they can. 
 
GIORDANO:  Ticonderoga put on the books a taxi law and we were moving forward with that at 
the county. Is it fair to move forward with that law? 
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SPRAGUE: I don’t see any reason that you don’t have to if you choose to you can – 
 
McNALLY: Okay anything else?  Alright. Thank you.   
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle was not 
present, and no report was given. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else in front of the Public Safety Committee?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:33 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk  
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 


