
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 - 10:00 PM 

 
 
Stephen McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:10 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, 
Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, 
Ron Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, and Joe Pete Wilson. 
Robin DeLoria and Randy Preston had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty, Judith Garrison, Don Jaquish, Daniel 
Palmer and Kristy Sprague.  
 
News Media present: Kim Dedam - Sun News  
 
Also present:  Darren Dickerson, Greg Borzilleri, Shona Doyle and Jennifer Fifield. 
 
 
MCNALLY: I’ll call the Public Safety Committee Meeting to order.  We have a guest today if 
Shaun Gillilland would like to make the introduction. 
 
GILLILLAND:  We have Greg Borzilleri if I pronounced that correctly he is the President of 
Ironman and he told me in meeting with him a couple weeks there was an incident during the 
Ironman in which the coordination of the our county EMS and local EMS together saved a life 
and he wanted to come in and address the board. 
 
BORZILLERI: Thank you very much for allowing me to come.  If I was the President of Ironman 
I would send my representative, because it is a $700 million dollar company but I’m just the race 
director for Lake Placid and I wanted to recount what happened about a month ago today on 
September 9 when we had our 70.3 race we had a race in July it’s our full Ironman that goes all 
day long and our 70.3 is a half race so it’s one of our swim, bike and ride events.  I got a call, I 
was at the finish line welcoming the winners of the race around quarter of twelve in the morning, 
11:45 in the morning I got a call from our assistant Chief of Police Chuck Dobson who said there 
is a code on Mirror Lake Drive about ½ a mile from the finish line so I bombed out there and 
checked it out.  When I arrived there was an athlete on the ground, on the road getting CPR 
performed done.  It turns out he was a 38 year old male from Portugal that had flown from 
Portugal to Lake Placid to run Iron Lake Placid 70.3.  His wife was in attendance.  His four year 
old and seven year old daughters were in attendance.  He was a fit athlete.  He was about to 
place in the top ten of the whole race.  He had won some races earlier in his career and he was 
here to qualify for the World Championships in France for next year so when I arrived on the 
scene it was pretty traumatic situation but as a Race Director when you see an athlete on the 
ground and CPR being done on them it kind of changes your outlook on everything you know 
the events, it’s a pretty joyous event and there’s cheering and people are happy and when you 
see that situation it changes everything.  It turned out that a spectator had seen him point to his 
chest and then just drop on the pavement. She called 911 immediately.  Patty Bashaw’s 
husband took the call directed the spectator on what to do and at that point other volunteers and 
other spectators and other athletes stopped to aid and immediately began CPR on the athlete.  
When I got there it was probably three minutes into the situation and CPR was being performed 
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and it turned out that they kept performing CPR for eleven minutes and they got a pulse so that 
was just an incredible thing.  Looking back on it I got a letter from Chuck Dobson two days later 
he goes, that happens one in one-hundred times that someone is revived after someone suffers 
a cardiac event like that. 
We had ambulances on scene probably in two and a half minutes from Lake Placid, two 
ambulance from Lake Placid, one ambulance from Saranac Lake which we have positioned on 
the course.  We had police response almost immediately you know within two minutes of the 
call the 911 call and it seemed like the whole system we have in place we have meetings 
throughout the winter and throughout the spring regarding our medical policy, regarding our 
medical needs we have meetings every year probably three or four times a year to discuss 
situations like this and other needs that occur we find happen during a race and it seemed like 
somebody was looking down on us that day because everything worked almost perfectly 
between the response times the athlete, the spectator response, the volunteer response, our 
medical team, our staff, Life Flight, the Lake Placid Police Department, the Essex County 
Sheriff’s, the New York State Police all worked in sync and it was just tremendous to save that 
athlete’s life.   
So I guess Shaun I want to thank you having me come speak and rely the story and it’s a 
positive story we’ve had Ironman in Lake Placid for twenty years since 1999 and this is the 
twenty-second event that we’ve held in Lake Placid over those years and this was the most 
serious event, medical event that we’ve had and it turned out that it was a positive outcome.   
I messaged with the athlete just a few days ago and he’s back in Portugal and he’s training 
again.  He’s a personal trainer.  He and his wife and his kids are enjoying life and he’s back on 
the road and he said he wants to come back to Lake Placid next year to race again and 
hopefully qualify for the world championships for 2020.   
So I would encourage, if Shaun was talking about a county wide EMS system or a county wide 
EMS proposal to place ambulance units and rescue units throughout the county to minimize 
response times I would obviously strongly encourage anything that this board can do to make 
that happen because that’s really what saved this guy’s life. The fact that he had CPR done 
within minutes of physical collapse and the aftercare response afterwards were tremendous so 
again thank you for having me come in.  I hope this story resonates with you because it sure did 
with me and if anybody has any questions I’d be glad to answer. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you very much. 
 
JACKSON:  One thing it wasn’t highlighted there but is very important is the fact that over the 
years the squads have really stressed teaching CPR to people in their town and are credited 
and work hard to make deputies, State Police and such into the EMT program and they often 
show up on scene to help us, I am an EMT when we’re on the scene and it’s greatly 
appreciation and certainly that training probably tilted the scales in favor of this guy.  If CPR 
hadn’t started immediately the results might not have been the same so it’s a good example of 
what can happen when Jupiter aligns with Mars. 
 
BORZILLERI:  Exactly and the fact that we had every State Police unit and every police unit 
with an AED on board we rented AED’s for our stations that day for the race and we are going 
to make that a policy.  Actually last year we had a foundation effort I ran a foundation effort to 
teach hands only CPR to athlete’s, spectators and anybody in our athlete’s village leading up to 
the race and I think we are going to approach that and do it again for next year.  It was a 
tremendous thing and hopefully – there was a story in the Lake Placid News from that week it 
explains everything and it was pretty great.  Thank you all very much. 
The backpacks I dropped off those are examples of backpacks that we give to our athletes 
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when they register and you’re all welcome to participate in the next Ironman. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you. 
Alright Veteran’s Office, Noel Merrihew? 
 
MERRIHEW: No report. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright thank you. 
The County Sealer is excused.  Board of Elections – Sue Montgomery Corey has been excused 
but we do have representatives here. 
 
FIFIELD: We don’t have a report.  Any questions? 
 
McNALLY: Boy I wish I had a bunch of questions but I don’t.  Anybody?  Alright thank you. 
 

************************** 
 

 The next on the agenda was the District Attorney, Kristy Sprague. 
 
SPRAGUE:  I don’t have a report but if anybody has any questions or issues? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Kristy?  No, you’re all set. 
 

************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Services with Don Jaquish reporting as 
follows: 
 
JAQUISH:  You have our monthly report for September.  If there are any questions please feel 
free to contact me. 
I’m sorry I didn’t get these three resolutions on the agenda my oversight but I need three 
resolutions. One is a request for increase in appropriations and revenue for the 2017 HAZMAT 
Consortium grant in the amount of $182,000. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$182,000.00, 2017 HAZMAT CONSORTIUM GRANT. 
Morrow, Moore. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
MONTY:  What’s that for Don? 
 
JAQUISH:  There is a seven county consortium and we are the fiduciary conduit for consortium 
so the grant is actually to maintain all the equipment for seven counties but we’re the ones that 
disperse the money. 
 
MONTY:  Radio equipment? 
 
JAQUISH:  Not radio, HAZMAT. 
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McNALLY:  Anybody else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH:  Then I have one to increase appropriations and revenue for the EMPG which is 
emergency management program grant in the amount of $19,620.00 and that grant 
supplements our salary. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$19,620.00, 2018 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GRANT. 
Moore, Morrow 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
MONTY:  Supplements your salary or reimburses it? 
 
JAQUISH:  Reimburses it. 
 
MONTY:  Okay. 
 
PALMER: It reduces our costs for his salary. 
 
MONTY:  When you say supplements it sounds like we are adding to your salary. 
 
McNALLY:  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH:  And the third one is a request for an increase of appropriations and revenue for the 
2018 Homeland Security Program grant in the amount of $89,974.00 and that is the HAZMAT 
grant for our county. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$89,974.00, 2018 HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM GRANT. 
Moore, Tyler 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  Alright all in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH: The last thing I did put in your mailboxes or Judy did actually; sites I think there’s five 
here, for the building committee the fire training building we have been discussing and I don’t 
know how to approach it other than saying that two of the sites that we favor one in Etown and 
one in Lewis but that’s up to the board as to where they build them.  I gave you the information 
but I’d like a decision on it at some point over the next month. 
 
GILLILLAND:  So you said there’s one in Etown and one in Lewis I think I see that there is two 
of those sites here in Lewis what Lewis site is the favored one from your committee?  C or D I 
guess?  The dump or the other one? 
 
JAQUISH:  Either one of those but we’re not – the one at the Lewis Highway is going to require 
a site preparation tree cutting that type of thing.  I haven’t talked to Chris about it yet.  That is a 
possibility but it’s not as favorable as the old dump site. 
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GILLILLAND:  Okay. 
 
TYLER:  Who’s on this committee?   
 
JAQUISH:  James Hughes, Pat Trombley, John Devlin and Max Thwaits they are all firefighters.  
State Farm instructor, Patty. 
 
TYLER:  Okay again I will reiterate the Westport site was the original site the fairgrounds.  
Redoing that building down there would be a great place for classes to be held.  It’s just hard for 
me to understand why that was not given again? 
 
JAQUISH:  It is.  It’s in there I believe. 
 
TYLER:  It is supposedly the center of the county that’s why we’ve got the Air One there and I 
talked to our fire department and you know it seems like we have the Air One there to do all the 
work onto that and we would like to have that building there also so I strongly recommend that 
we go back to the Westport site number one.  Number two I’ll say it again, if it’s moved to 
another area then take the Air One because our fire department cannot handle doing all that 
work there with the Air One. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m not on this committee but I do agree with Mr. Tyler that is the most logical 
place for this to be.  We own the property.  I just think it makes sense and it’s centrally located. 
 
GILLILLAND:  So we are spending all sorts of money and time we’ve got ROOST engaged to 
do the economic development of that site and now you want to put a fire training facility down 
there in which you’re going to have fire trucks and fire things going on and smoke and 
everything usually during the summer time and on the weekends when the fairgrounds is where 
we’re promoting so what are we going to do are we going to make it fire training facility or are 
we going to economic develop that site? 
 
TYLER: Well you make it sound like it’s going to happen every weekend all week long.  It only 
happens periodically. 
 
GILLILLAND: Right now the fairgrounds is booked every weekend during the sixteen weeks of 
the warm months so I think we’re going to have a debate on this. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  What were the other sites? 
 
PALMER:  You have building A location which is the Elizabethtown Fire Department it has water 
& sewer, Building B location is the Keene Picnic area, does not have water & sewer, Building C 
is the Lewis dump our landfill does not have water & sewer, Building D location is the Lewis 
county highway it has water & sewer and Building E is the Westport Fairgrounds and it has 
water & sewer. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So how often does this training take place? 
 
JAQUISH:  Well it’s basic firefighting training so it’s probably two or three times a year plus it’s 
used for confined space fire investigation so it’s going to be used fairly frequently. 
 
MONTY:  I guess my question Noel is for you on the Elizabethtown site; due to the fact that you 
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have your elderly housing down there along the Hand House would a smoke house how is that 
going to effect the location that they are talking at the fire house?  I think that’s where it is right 
Don?  By the Elizabethtown Fire House in proximity to your assisted living complex down there?  
Excessive smoke to the elderly I mean that to me might not necessarily be a good location.  I 
don’t know if that’s going to – 
 
JAQUISH:  Well the amount of smoke that’s created is not what you think it is it’s not like a 
house fire.  They usually burn a couple pallets of wood, they maintain the temperature at 800 
degrees and then the fire is extinguished so it’s not a large volume of smoke. 
 
MONTY:  But if you’ve got individuals that are having difficulty breathing, they may have COPD, 
they could have asthma, they could have any other medical issues any type of smoke 
regardless of the quantity and quality is still smoke. 
 
MOORE:  You said Don that you would have training there two or three times a year? 
 
JAQUISH:  Well full blown interior training yes. 
 
MOORE:  How many weeks is that?  I mean it’s not thirty-nine weeks but it’s quite lengthy 
correct? 
 
JAQUISH:  It is a lengthy course but they do not do live fire training every class. 
 
MOORE: The other thing I guess, can you give me maybe Dan mentioned it the letters, the 
buildings that you recommend for this?  One was at Lewis what building was that? 
 
PALMER: I think he kind of indicated either site would be okay Building C and Building D which 
is the Lewis landfill or the Lewis our county highway. 
 
JAQUISH:  So the building is actually one we are going to construct. 
 
MOORE:  Right, right I’m just trying to get an idea how often that would be used and how much 
conflict it would be at the fairgrounds if it were at the fairgrounds.  I guess my real question is 
what were the reasons why you chose the buildings you did? 
 
JAQUISH:  Proximity to the center of the county and availability of county land and try to make it 
as equal distance as we can from the South to the North end. 
 
McNALLY:  Don I’ve got a question for you – doesn’t Lake Placid have a facility now? 
 
JAQUISH:  They do have one it’s quite old but they do have one yes. 
 
McNALLY:  My feeling on this it’s a shared service and it gets used as little as it does why is the 
county spending money on this? We’re going to have to maintain it when we have one at our 
disposal up there and why can’t this money be reallocated to something that’s going to serve 
the Cornell building or something else? It’s just a duplicate of services I think. 
 
JAQUISH: No this is a grant from Betty Little for this specific purpose.  The building in Lake 
Placid they just don’t do them, it’s too far for the southern towns to travel all the way up there. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  So this decision is going to rest with this board? 
 
JAQUISH: That’s right Tom. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You don’t have a recommendation?  I can’t really blame you. 
 
JAQUISH: You know what?  You’re right.   
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’ve been to these trainings facility I mean I don’t see how that training facility 
on the Westport Fairgrounds that we own, has water, has sewer, has the infrastructure there is 
going to conflict with the use of those fairgrounds when I drive by once a week and I very 
seldom see them being used. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I can show you the schedule they are booked every weekend during normal 
months. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Couldn’t they coordinate? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Where are they going to build this thing?  Mr. Jaquish came to me and said he 
wants to take out parts of the horse ring and stuff and we are sitting here, we have a $100,000 
grant in order to cover one of the horse rings so that’s the other issue with the fairgrounds. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So it’s the footprint on where to put the building on is your concern? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Well there’s the footprint but if you’re also down there trying to promote different 
activities and stuff and then you’re going to have fire going off and training and everything else it 
seems to me it’s a mutual exclusive activity. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I understand your concern but it seems to me that a schedule could be 
coordinated between the two agencies where that conflict isn’t going to happen.  I think 
Westport needs this and I think they should have it and I support Westport. 
 
MONTROY:  Don is Westport the only county owned property? 
 
JAQUISH: No there are many more. 
 
PALMER:  Of these ones here Building C, Building D, Building E are all county owned.  C, D, 
and E are all county owned. 
 
JAQUISH:  Building A is owned by the Town of Elizabethtown. 
 
MERRIHEW: It would revert to county property in the event we would just transfer the deed. 
 
JAQUISH: These are all either town owned or county. 
 
MONTROY: Where would you locate this facility say if you wanted to go to the Westport 
fairgrounds? 
 
JAQUISH: That again was something I discussed with Shaun. Where their ox pull pen was was 
a good spot but we also looked at locating it the East of that building. The only concern I’ve 
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anywhere we build it it’s got to have fabric compaction tests and that’s all fill in there and the 
farther to the north of that there’s a specific drop off and you would have to clear a lot of trees. 
 
MONTROY:  Yeah I was going to ask that you might have a lot of site preparation using up that 
money. 
 
JAQUISH:  We don’t have a lot of money for site preparation. 
 
MONTROY:  Yes, I’d rather see it go toward the building. 
 
JAQUISH: Yes we’re right on the border with estimates with the building and you’ve got to pay 
for the erection of the building you also have to pay for the foundation so we have figures but 
we’ve got to go out to bid for all that. 
 
MONTY: Is there funding available for that or who is paying for that aspect of it? 
 
JAQUISH:  It’s all part of the package. 
 
MONTY: It is part of the package? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yup we have $500,000.00. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Does that also include the architect of the building fits in with the façade that we 
also did on the nutrition building? 
 
JAQUISH:  I’m not sure. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We’ve got enough vacant buildings and county owned buildings around this 
county why don’t we just practice on them? 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else?  Is that all you have Don? 
 
JAQUISH: Yes. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else?  Anybody have anything for Don?  Thank you. 
 
JAQUISH:  I will just say I hope that we can come to a decision at some point in the next month 
or two because we have to have a four month lead time on these building packages when we 
go out to bid. 
 
MARNELL:  Warren County just built a new building or is building one right now?  There used to 
be one by exit 19 where the new hotel is built.  Maybe we should check with them just to see 
what the total cost they spent for their building? 
 
JAQUISH: We’ve checked with several counties including Warren County yes. 
 
MARNELL:  A million dollars though probably?   
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JAQUISH:  Yes so what you do is you take the money you have and build what you can with the 
modular so we’re trying to be very conscious of cost and we’re trying to build something that’s 
practical, usable but not opulent something utility wise is useful. 
 
GIORDANO:  What is your timeframe?  You said you needed to know or have a decision in a 
couple months? 
 
JAQUISH: We would like to go out to bid on the building, the erection of the concrete we could 
do that now and still look for a site.  In fact, why don’t I ask for that? 
 
PALMER: No you can’t do that. 
 
JAQUISH:  I can’t do that? 
 
PALMER:  No. 
 
JAQUISH: We’ve got to have a site first? 
 
PALMER:  Well, yeah because anybody that’s going to bid is going to want to know what site 
they are working on.  They are not going to go dig on a ledge and find out that they bid digging 
on sand. 
 
GIORDANO:  The $500,000 grant from Betty Little expires next year? 
 
JAQUISH:  Right it expires next year in December I believe.  We could bid out the package 
though. 
 
PALMER:  You could. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well it’s going to be difficult to make a decision if we don’t have any kind of a 
clue what the cost is going to be? 
 
PALMER:  $500,000 I don’t want to spend anymore. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m saying on these different sites.  Are they buildable?  Are they not buildable?  
Is it feasible to put it there?  I mean we don’t have any of that information. 
 
JAQUISH:  No to do the compaction test isn’t that much money.  I think we have a contract with 
a firm. 
 
POLITI:  Yeah I just don’t understand why your committee would recommend five sites?  Why 
wouldn’t you come to this board with two sites?  So these guys can debate this? 
 
JAQUISH:  Okay the two sites we would select would be the fairgrounds or Elizabethtown. 
 
POLITI: Why would you put five sites on this sheet? 
 
JAQUISH:  To give you options.  You asked for options at the last meeting. 
 
POLITI:  I don’t care where it goes.  It doesn’t affect North Elba. You are going to have to 
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debate here between all these guys.  Somebody has got to recommend somewhere. 
 
TYLER:  I agree with Mr. Scozzafava we need to have a site visit and get an estimate of what 
site is the best to do it on.  I mean you look at all these different sites down at Westport at the 
fairgrounds they picked out one little spot there there’s other spots you can theoretically put it in 
down there.  We actually have to go look at all sites and determine that way.  We can’t just sit 
here by a person’s recommendation of five different sites.  I agree with Mr. Politi we’ll be here 
three years from now talking about it. 
 
McNALLY: Alright, we beat this to death yet? 
 
JACKSON:  Maybe we should appoint a couple supervisors to go the route that you had, look at 
it and see if this is really a site that we can build of course it is going to cost all of our money to 
get it prepared to put the building up and then come back with a recommendation of one site 
with an alternate so people can vote on. 
 
MONTROY:  To save some time could we eliminate ones right now as a possible site?  I mean 
as a board can we sit down and develop what we can eliminate to save some time on narrowing 
that search down? 
 
JAQUISH:  I would say the Keene Picnic area would be one area we could let go.  Ones that 
don’t have water and sewer are kind of a problem. 
 
McNALLY:  Why don’t you bring this back to the board next month Don?  Why don’t you bring it 
back for ways and means, bring it back you know two sites your preferred and an option. 
 
PALMER:  And we’ll run it through. 
 
McNALLY:  We’ll debate it out. 
 
PALMER: We’ve done this before with budget resolutions we just keep running them out there 
and we see what fails. 
 
JAQUISH: Okay. 
 
McNALLY: Anything else for Mr. Jaquish?  Okay thank you. 
 
JAQUISH: Thank you. 
 
JACKSON:  One thing before you go.  How are you progressing on the Vermont site?  It’s such 
a critical thing for the eastern towns. 
 
JAQUISH: We are working on the engineering. We’ll know as soon as the engineering is done. 
 
JACKSON:  Any idea when you would be ready for a price and a recommendation? 
 
JAQUISH: Hopefully in a month. 
 
JACKSON:  I’ll ask you next month. 
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McNALLY: Okay, Emergency Medical Service – Patty Bashaw. 
 
BASHAW:  You have my report. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody have anything for Patty?  Thank you. 

 
*********************** 

 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office.  Richard Cutting was not present. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Juliann Beatty. 
 
BEATTY:  You all have a report from me unless anyone has any questions? 
 
MCNALLY:  Any questions?  Thank you. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender.  Brandon Boutelle was not 
present, no report was given. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else in front of the public safety committee? 
 
MONTY:  I have a couple things here Steve.  One I shared the email about the possibility of 
forming an Essex County Broadband tax force.  I’ve had a sit down meeting with several 
individuals from the State Barbara Rice, Jeff Farrell, Dave Wolf who showed up here and 
presented to us and the general recommendation from them all is that Essex County would be 
well off to form some kind of a broadband task force made up of some supervisors.  Barbara 
Rice said she would sit in on it, Jeff Farrell said he would, Dave Wolf said he would and if we 
can get maybe a couple of others so that all eighteen of the towns have a voice in this and not 
just me being the squeaky wheel which I don’t mind being the squeaky wheel but I think it would 
give us a little more leverage and I’d like to think that we could do this at the county. 
 
McNALLY:  I think Mr. Preston would set that committee up I believe? 
 
PALMER:  Shaun if you could talk to Randy? 
 
McNALLY:  I think it’s a great idea. 
 
MONTY: Okay. 
 
GILLILLAND: One thing though everybody should keep in mind is a task force has a task, you 
have to give a mission of what they are supposed to accomplish and then they can move 
forward.  If it’s broadband that’s fine I don’t think we should have a task force just to meet, just 
to have it, just to talk. 
 
MONTY: No I think Barbara’s thought was we being then being the conduit to the broadband 
agency, a direct conduit.  I agree Shaun we’ve got to have a reason for this and I know that’s 
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where some things that have come to light recently about how some of the awards were done 
that I shared it with you and when I poise that question nobody wants to answer it again, where 
a replicable communications group bid on phase III and we’re not awarded yet when the maps 
came out Hughsnet was awarded areas they had bid on and no one can form a logical 
explanation to that so that’s something I think as a task force we could force the issue and find 
an answer. 
 
PALMER; If I knew, I couldn’t tell you but – 
 
MONTY:  Yeah and with our request to Charter Dan’s got the information but can’t give it to us. 
 
PALMER:  No, actually Charter sent me an non-disclosure agreement that said that they would 
share information with me that we requested in terms of their build up provided I shared it with 
no one else.  I actually read the language and it would have precluded me from even sharing it 
with this board so Mr. Manning was going to propose new language back to them that would 
allow any information I gained I would be able to share at least with my board so that’s still out 
there but that’s what happened to that particular aspect of the charter spectrum issue. 
 
MONTY: Another thing we’ve talked about this before. Who sets the Assigned Council, who 
determines if someone is awarded an attorney or not? Whether they can afford one?’ 
 
PALMER: If a county has adopted an Assigned Council administrator somebody who would 
actually be identified under Local Law to be part of that process then that individual would.  
Lacking that individual which we do not have it is always back to the Judge either the local 
Judge or the County Judge those are final determinations by those Judges. 
 
MONTY: So the Judges can make that determination? 
 
PALMER:  Yup.  Every Judge I can tell you every Judge out there will be looking for some 
guidance from somebody as it relates to whether or not somebody should.  It’s awful hard 
though for anybody that’s appearing before a Judge to not qualify for an Assigned Council at the 
250% of poverty level. 
 
MONTY: And that is what the guidelines are?  250? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
MONTY:  Okay then my other question is I’d like to see the board address maybe down the 
road do we really need to pay four coroners in Essex County? 
 
PALMER: Here’s what your real options are in terms of the coroners.  Every county can choose 
to adopt an alternative form of coroner representation in this county that would mean that if you 
choose to go away from the four elected coroners you would have to go to one medical 
examiner that medical examiner in New York State must be a physician so you would have to if 
the county wanted to go away from four elected coroners they could go to a sole medical 
director but that individual would have to be physician and they would have to agree to do it. 
 
MONTY: Those are our only two choices?  We couldn’t go down to two coroners? 
 
PALMER: Nope. 
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MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: I had asked Dan Manning to come back with a report of our options are as far as 
administration of coroners.  I know he’s working on that. I think we had a latitude from what I 
read in the law, the coroners law along the coroners law the Board of Supervisors can set days, 
can set hours, can set requirements and things like that. I talked to funeral directors and stuff 
here about the coroner issue and you know there are things that we need to take a look at as a 
board and tighten up.  Like for instance, we should not allow our coroners to release bodies 
unless they are present. 
 
MONTY: I agree. 
 
GILLILLAND: We can also change the pay to you know we pay based upon attendance.  
Another one I think we should move forward is that the bodies will not be transported in private 
vehicles.  I come to find out from the insurance department that transporting a body are much 
different than transporting a live person and if we’re transporting bodies in private vehicles we’re 
putting the county in a tremendous liability on insurance so those are things that we need to 
take a look at and like I said I asked Dan to put some stuff together. 
 
MONTY: Thank you Shaun. 
 
MCNALLY:  Alright anybody else?  Okay nothing else, public safety committee is adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk  
Board of Supervisors 
 


