
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, December 10, 2018 - 10:00 PM 

 
 
Stephen McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:00 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, 
Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ron 
Moore, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, Robin DeLoria, and Gerald 
Morrow. Tom Scozzafava, had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty, Brandon Boutelle, Judith Garrison, Don 
Jaquish, Daniel Palmer, and Wayne Taylor. Dan Manning, Richard Cutting, Allison McGahay, and 
Sue Montgomery-Corey were absent. Kristy Sprague had been previously excused. 
 
Deputies present: Jim Dougan 
 
Also present: Stephanie DeZalia, Todd Hodgens, and Tess Grub. 
 
 
MCNALLY: Call the Public Safety Committee Meeting to order, Veteran’s Office, Noel?  
 

******************************* 
 

The first item on the agenda was the Veterans Office with Noel Merrihew reporting as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: No report this morning.  
 
MCNALLY: No report 
 

**************************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer, Wayne Taylor reporting as follows: 
 
TAYLOR: I am here and I have no report.  
 
MCNALLY: Anything for Wayne? Thank you 
 
 

**************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Allison McGahay and Sue 
Montgomery-Corey absent and no report was given.  
 
MCNALLY: Board of Elections is not here.  
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*************************** 
  
The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney’s Office with Kristy Sprague having been 
previously excused.  
 

*************************** 
  
 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Service/E911 with Don Jaquish reporting as 
follows: 
 
JAQUISH: You should have our monthly report. I don’t require any resolutions, however I would ask 
for the courtesy of the floor for Ms. Tess Grub, who is Mountainview Planning and has done our 
Hazard Mitigation Plan, if you would be so kind as to offer the floor to her.  
 
MCNALLY: Motion by Ike, seconded by Mr. Gillilland.  
 
GRUB: Good morning gentlemen. It is my distinct pleasure to offer to you the draft of the Essex 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan. As all of you know I’ve met with all you, you’ve provided me 
information. So, I am very pleased in that the progress of our towns in Essex County to mitigate. As 
most of you are aware I did this from FEMA or for FEMA out of the Philadelphia office. Our towns 
and villages are prepared to respond to a lot of emergencies and the biggest thing that has come 
across my understanding is that, you because of your past in the rural areas of Essex County, you 
have backup powers, which is one of the most critical elements of dealing with loss of power, hazard 
events. The other things that is very, very strong in Essex County is your ability to work with other 
towns and villages, even if you don’t have the paperwork in place, you will assist other towns and 
villages and also how much the County does for the towns and villages and we just have to think 
back to the two day power loss of May of this year and how our ability to respond to that no notice 
event.  
So, we are in the public comment period. Public comment periods will be accepted until January 6th. 
The plan will be on the website in a day or two. So, it’s a little heavy, but Section 6; which is the town 
and village section, you can hone in only, if you want, only to your town and village. It will make it a 
much more usable document and I am very pleased to report all also that for our reporting at the 
State and Federal review, that is clearly documented in this document how you have progressed on 
projects and programs to mitigate loss of hazardous. So, once again, public comment period, until 
January 6th and I’d like to present that to the officials and thank you.  
 
JAQUISH: Thank you, that’s all I have.  
 
GRUB: I’m sorry, any questions?  
 
GILLILLAND: Good work, I mean you were diligently up, beating me up twice a week.  
But one issue that goes under the Town of Willsboro and now the Town of Jay, both towns have 
voluntarily moved flood hazards in their dams. I have been working since 2015 to get FEMA to come 
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back in and take a look and reevaluate the National Flood Insurance Program down there and they 
have been the, I mean criminal negligent in coming down there. They’ve gone through 3 or 4 
different contractors in the last 3 years, they drop all the data in requires and it’s costing us lots of 
money right now. I’ve worked with the, worked very closely with Congresswoman Stefanik’s office 
and also we have an engineer that’s been doing and redoing these hydraulic calculations. How can 
we fix that? How can we get more pressure on them? My frustration is through the roof and I know 
Mr. Depo is very quickly going to have that equal frustration.  
 
GRUB: As some of you are aware, FEMA is in the process of reissuing maps for Essex County. 
They had discovering  meetings in June. There were two in Essex County, one in Jay and one in 
North Hudson. So, it is a process, it will take 2 to 3 years and I can say this as a member of the 
Willsboro Planning Board, I intent to make FEMA do what they should do in reference to our reduce 
risk at Willsboro. So, I will on top of this.  
The other thing is, just because your plan is delivered, I ain’t going anywhere. So, I’m a resident in 
Willsboro, I live and breathe this stuff. I can’t drive over a creek without assessing its banks. I 
understand your problem and your concern and the, unfortunately waste of resources on the fiscal 
level, but FEMA will do the right thing or my name’s not Tess Grub.  
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you 
 
GRUB: Any other questions? It will take time, it will be a 2 to 3 year period, but I understand your 
frustration. As a former FEMA official I had that same frustration in-house, so I understand where 
you’re coming from, but I will try and elevate all that I can.  
Anything else?  
 
MCNALLY: No, I guess we’re all set. Thank you 
 
GRUB: Thank you 
 
JAQUISH: Anything else?  
 
MCNALLY: Anything else for Mr. Jaquish? Thank you 
 
  

*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services with Patti Bashaw reporting as 
follows: 
 
BASHAW: You have our report, any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody have anything for Patty? I guess not.  
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*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was Sheriff’s Office with Sheriff Richard Cutting absent and no report 
given.  
 

*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was Probation with Juliann Beatty reporting as follows:  
 
BEATTY: I just handed out my reports, any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: I guess not, thank you.  
 

*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender Brandon Boutelle reporting as follows:  
 
BOUTELLE: I have no report, are there any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: Does anybody have anything? Thank you 
Does anybody else have anything in front of the Public Safety Committee?  
 
MONTY: Yeah, I’d just like to announce that there is a public hearing on broadband, pertaining to 
HughesNet for us, is going to be scheduled for the Indian Lake Town Hall in Indian Lake on Friday, 
December 14th from 10:00 to 11:00, very similar to the public hearing that was here. You can make a 
statement, you cannot ask questions. That’s Friday, December 14th at 10:00.  
 
PALMER: I’m going to start running all budget hearings that exact same way.  
 
MONTY: Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: Anything else? Thank you 
I just have one question for Patty and Dan and Don and whoever else. How are we doing on that 
countywide EMS plan?  
 
JAQUISH: Do I have to answer?  
 
MCNALLY: No, this isn’t a public hearing. You have to answer.  
 
BASHAW: So, we’ve had a few meetings. We had a meeting with Dan, Mike Mascarenas, 
Community Resources Rob, myself and Randy. That was like a couple weeks ago, at least anyway. 
That was to review the, a work plan was submitted. Then I’ve met with Rob since then. We’ve 
finalized and quick over the phone, we finalized the tasks. So, what we’re really waiting for is the 
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work plan is down there and when we get the money, when what will happen is we’re working on 
resubmitting a revised budget and then I’ll come back with the Board of Supervisors, present the 
revised budget and the tasks that we will be working on and then you guys will be making a 
decision.  
 
MCNALLY: Okay, thank you. Anybody have any questions?  
 
MONTY: I do have a question, back to your report Patty, half way down it says met with Westport 
under control substance report?  
 
BASHAW: So, what happens, a lot of my time is helping the individual agencies with their, I don’t 
want to call it problems that they have, but its little brush fires like that. so, each agency in order to 
be an ALS agency has to carry controlled substances; which is Versed, Morphine and some cases, 
Fentanyl. Westport’s only ALS techs are not around right now and they winter where it’s warm, 
obviously, so we’re trying to come up with an alternative plan so they don’t lose their controlled 
substances, because like when I went Friday night and did link up, I didn’t some of their meds on 
their, so it’s important that they stay on the ambulance. So, we have to have a way of making sure 
they get checked on a monthly basis on the semi-annual reports that get sent in, that the drugs are 
replaced when they’re used, all that stuff. So, that’s what we’re working through the kinks of that.  
 
MONTY: Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: Alright, anybody else? Thank you.  
Nothing else in front of Public Safety Committee, we’re adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:20 AM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Judy Garrison 
Clerk of the Board 


