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Chairman Harrington called this Human Services Meeting to order at 9:30 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, 
Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean 
Montroy, James Monty, Gerald Morrow, Ron Moore, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom 
Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, and Joe Pete Wilson.  
 
Department Heads present: Linda Beers, Judith Garrison, Krissy Leerkes, Dan Manning, 
Michael Mascarenas, Terri Morse and Daniel Palmer.   
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan 
 
Also present: Leigh Turner – Elizabethtown-Lewis Central School. 

 
News Media present: Lohr McKinstry - Sun News. 
 
 
HARRINGTON:  I will call the Human Services committee to order and begin with a pledge of 
allegiance.  Our first order is with the Department of Social Services, Mike Mascarenas. 
 
MASCARENAS: Good morning.  I see you have a rather full agenda today so I’ll get through 
this as quickly as I can.  First I do have a resolution this morning it’s increasing a contract, it’s 
miscellaneous contract 18-0025, for Vanesky & Company by $5833.00. The purpose for the 
increase is to provide the county with a structural component depreciation model for a new DSS 
building.  Completion of this project will allow us to know what our annual reimbursement 
received will be if the board decides to build a new DSS building.  The method of depreciation 
performed is required by New York State in order to receive any reimbursement.  The project is 
expected to last about three years and the increase of $5,833.00 will be paid for with budgeted 
funds. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE VANESKY & COMPANY 
CONTRACT BEARING THE CONTRACT NO. MISC-18-0025, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$5,833.00, TO PROVIDE THE COUNTY WITH A STRUCTURAL COMPONENT 
DEPRECIATION MODEL FOR A NEW DSS BUILDING.   
Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. McNally 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns involving this? 
 
PALMER:  Just as a frame of reference this is really and this does not mean we are necessarily 
building a DSS building.  It’s the first step you need in order to know what your reimbursement 
levels would be in terms of a new building if you chose to do that. These kinds of calculations 
need to be performed because New York State DSS will not reimburse you unless these are 
done so this is really just a preliminary step.  It is money coming out of DSS so it is reimbursable 
through the State so I think it is just something that we have to do in order to know what our 
options are in terms of future space down the road.  Most counties as you probably are aware 
are building DSS buildings because of the reimbursement.  It does do, it accomplishes your 
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space needs at the highest reimbursement level that you can for new construction.   
 
HARRINGTON:  Other questions or concerns? There being none, all those in favor signify by 
saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MASCARENAS:  One other thing I did want to mention was that our responding to emergencies 
training has been set up. I did give you the flyer. Flyers have also been sent to the towns and 
the schools.  Responding to emergency is a training that’s required in order for you to operate a 
summer day camp.  It does come with CPR for the professional rescuer which is also required.  
You need to have two at each one of your day camps in order for the Department of Health to 
let you open and most programs are really good about that but I just wanted to let you know that 
that training has been set up. 
One other thing I think Mr. Manning wanted to speak about quickly before I get down from here 
is some issues concerning detention secured, detention specifically in raise the age. 
 
MANNING:  Yes, thanks Mike.  We’ve had correspondence with St. Lawrence County Attorney 
Stephen Button, under Raise the Age actually we have it now but we contract out secured 
detention but under Raise the Age would increase a law that we would have to carry with 
respect to 16 and 17 year olds who commit crimes and they’ll be under the JD officers for the 
most part but serious crimes we would essentially have secured detention facilities. St. 
Lawrence County is putting forth a proposal whereby they would build a secured detention 
facility for the North Country and the counties of Essex, Clinton, Franklin, Jefferson and St. 
Lawrence would be able to use these secured detention facilities as mandated by Raise the Age 
for these more serious offenses.   
With that they are proposing is a nonbinding letter from us and they need it like yesterday so I’m 
leaving it to this committee, most everyone is here, everyone is here actually so that’s good 
except for Mr. Jackson but anyway they need a nonbinding letter whereby we would consent to 
there’s two options we can take one is to become a full partner with St. Lawrence County in 
building the secured detention facility which I wouldn’t recommend and the second option is to 
by contract, contract for a set amount of beds that we would use that would be based upon what 
our past practices have been with a little bit of stipulation for the new law and we would pay for 
those beds on a prorated share of the cost of bonding and the operation and maintenance of the 
facility per bed and it occurred to me I don’t know if this will work but if we contract over the 
beds and say we are going to use them only, well, there’s a way to do it where I think we it will 
be 100% reimbursable by the State under Raise the Age.  So St. Lawrence as I said before is 
just a letter of support for this that we would seriously consider to doing this, it’s a nonbinding 
letter and really this is good for us because if we can’t participate in a program such as this 
close by, relatively close by in the Potsdam/Canton area we’re going to have to go downstate 
and Albany is full and so I’m looking for a resolution. 
 
GILLILLAND:  My understanding that in Vermont they’re putting more detention facilities over 
there for that may take away our Federal criminals which means we’ll have extra beds open we 
can’t rent out over here.  Is there a prohibition about having youth and them in the same facility 
but segregated? 
 
MASCARENAS: There is. 
 
MANNING: My understanding is that there is but – 
 
MASCARENAS:  That is the issue.  You can’t have them even segregated even in the same 
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facility currently we probably house about five of these young people a year in our facility which 
no longer will be allowed.  The only thing I would add to what Mr. Manning said is these beds 
really don’t exist statewide.  We need the option to put these kids somewhere. The State is 
wrangling to get the beds.  They recognize by October when this law becomes reality that 
there’s going to be a huge shortage.  I think getting out in front of it makes a lot of sense so 
we’re not having our kids housed all over New York State. I also think that right now the 
Governor put $100 million dollars in the budget to totally support this legislation we’ll see in a 
few years if we’re still receiving that 100% reimbursement but I think right now the intent is that if 
we can track this properly that every penny we spend on Raise the Age is going to be 
reimbursed to the county so I think it makes a lot of sense and at this time really kind of holds us 
harmless but three years down the road we’ll know that we may not get that reimbursement who 
knows? 
 
MANNING:  And this is not binding but they need to get their application into the State by April 
1st so they are looking for our support and I agree with Mike at this juncture I think we should 
support this wholeheartedly because there’s nowhere else to put these people, it doesn’t bind 
us.  If we determined if for some strange reason the State says we can set a date which I doubt 
then we can look at that but all our options are still open except that we support this initiative at 
this point until we receive more information. 
 
MONTY:  First off, number one the State is right now transferring Adirondack Correctional 
Facility into a youth center it was supposed to be operating in October now I don’t know how 
that may affect they may be able to do something there because I don’t believe they are going 
to have enough youth to fill that program there. 
Secondly, Chateauguay Correctional Facility is vacant so why are we building something when, 
I’m not sure where they were talking about building this but Chateauguay will be centrally 
located to those four counties there’s a brand new, I say brand new but a fifteen year old State 
facility there that could be used to house these kids at readily made, all you’ve got to do is put a 
key in the front door and open it and it’s ready to go dormitory style settings, etc., etc. so I think 
that could be a feasible option for this as well. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yeah, I think you’re probably right Jim I was at a recent conference and these 
questions came up with the Commissioners and the State Commissioners as well the State at 
this time is taking the stance that they’re really not going to be involved in the facility portion.  
That they are looking for private or county participation in making these facilities happen. 
 
MONTY:  Understood so why don’t by the four county consortium maybe the State would 
donate it to the four counties just to get rid of it to house it.   It’s ready made instead of spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars to build something that we may or may not be reimbursed for. 
 
MASCARENAS:  I’ll see. That’s a good point. 
 
MANNING: We can look into that but I think we should support this at this point.  Chateauguay 
is not in our county so that county would have to take the lead. 
 
MONTY: It’s a four county agreement. 
 
MANNING: No, I understand what you’re saying but we may not want to get that deeply 
involved in the construction and all that and think we might be better off just paying for beds. 
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MONTY:  But if it is a cost savings to our county by not spending as much it should be at least 
considered. 
 
MANNING: I agree no, it’s a good point.  A very good point. 
 
MERRIHEW: I would offer a resolution suggesting that the County Attorney which is the second 
option, and I would offer that to the floor if they need more clarity Mr. Manning can research that 
and I will offer that as a resolution for discussion. 
 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PARTICIPATING WITH ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY AND 
OTHER NORTHERN NEW YORK COUNTIES TO EITHER BECOME A PARTNER UNDER A 
CORPORATE STRUCTURE OF INDIVIDUALLY CONTRACT FROM A MINIMUM NUMBER 
OF BEDS IN A SECURED DETENTION FACILTY AS MANDATED BY RAISE THE AGE. 
Moved by Mr. Merrihew, second Mr. Monty.  
 
HARRINGTON:  Any questions or concerns involving that? 
 
POLITI:  I was just going to say I agree with Jim on the point that he raised but at this stage no 
harm, no foul.   
 
HARRINGTON:  All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MASCARENAS: Anybody have any other questions in regards to my report?  If not, I’ll let you 
move on. 
 
HARRINGTON: There being none, thank you Mike. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Mental Health Department with Terri Morse 
reporting as follows: 
 
MORSE: Good morning gentlemen.  I’d like to have your attention paid to this page in your 
packet. It may not be in color like mine is but it’s from the conference from local Mental Hygiene 
Directors regarding investing a jail based substance use disorder services so as you well may 
know that if our facility here in Essex County, correctional facility St. Joe’s has about three days 
a week they have a therapist there, a counselor there to provide substance abuse services 
additionally through our office and Mental Health we have somebody there basically one day a 
week to provide mental health services along with crisis services so the conference of Mental 
Hygiene Directors which is basically an association that I belong to as the DCS in our county, 
the Director of that organization is petitioning or asking the Senators and State decision makers 
to fund services in our jails, all jails across the New York State to provide an increase in 
substance abuse services there so what I’m asking for is a resolution to support that cause.  But 
what I’m saying is that in Essex County we do a pretty good job with our substance abuse 
services that we provide and we provided that.  I will say that what we are lacking in our jail is 
discharge planner so we are in desperate need of having an employee there a case manager of 
sorts that would meet with every individual who’s incarcerated in our county to create a plan for 
what happens to them after they’re released from jail be it substance abuse or mental health 
services that is a huge weakness that we have in our jail and Sheriff Cutting and I are working 
together to solve that problem so I’m not asking for funding from you guys at this point I’m just 
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educating you. What I am asking from you today is a resolution to support at the State level, the 
resolution for improving and obtaining funding from the State for increased substance abuse 
services which for us here would help us with that discharge planning that I said was kind of an 
area of need in our county so I’m asking for a resolution. 
 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A NEW YORK STATE INITIATIVE TO SUPPORT FUNDING 
AND TREATMENT AND TRANSITION SERVICES TO INDIVIDUALS WITH SUBSTANCE 
USE DISORDERS (SUD) WHO ARE INCARCERTATED IN COUNTY JAILS. 
Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, second by Mr. Giordano. 
 
HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns? 
 
MONTY:  Terri I know this is more of a question for the Sheriff’s Department but what on 
substance abuse services do we offer right now at the county? 
 
MORSE:  I forgot to mention I did talk to Sheriff Cutting about this you can all know that he 
agrees with the resolution, that he wasn’t going to present it himself and double hit you and to 
answer your question Dennis Furushima from St. Joe’s he is there on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays he provides group services there, he provides individual counseling there for substance 
abuse treatment. We do not provide any kind of for those that are opioid addicts we do not 
provide any inception of like a MAT program, we don’t do that here I’ve spoken with Dan 
Egglefield the nurse there.  That’s harder than it sounds to do that. 
 
MONTY:  Again I wholeheartedly support this resolution.  I think the State when Mr. Tyler and I 
were at Moriah Shock we used a program that had transitional services which worked hand in 
hand with substance abuse making a plan for them when they get out because if we’re just 
sending them out after they’ve been incarcerated they have nothing to follow. 
 
MORSE: So I think that Dennis does a fair job. Part of the problem is that the mental health 
worker and Dennis are not seeing every person that is incarcerated we’re only seeing those 
individuals that are asking to be seen so what I would like to do is this isn’t really part of this 
resolution but what my vision is that we would put a case worker in there so that they would be 
part of the entry and part of the discharge of every individual that is incarcerated because 
there’s a fair amount of people in need of services and aren’t accessing them. 
 
MONTY:  Absolutely and I know the State in the Shock program you don’t have a choice.  
You’re going to go through the program what you take out of it is up to you. 
 
MORSE:  Right, exactly. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Other concerns involving this resolution?  There being none all those in favor 
signify by saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MORSE:  So just one more thing I did want to make you aware of the fact that my monthly 
report, I’m going to be including some information about the jail services.  Again, Sheriff Cutting 
receives that information and just has elected to not include it so I said, well, can I present it and 
so this is numbers from Dennis at St. Joe’s and the number of people that we’re seeing that are 
self-referred from Mental Health. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Thank you. 
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MORSE:  Thank you. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Health Department with Linda Beers 
reporting as follows: 
 
HARRINGTON:  Good morning. 
 
BEERS: Good morning everybody.  I have actually three resolutions I’d like to do first. One I’m 
sorry you don’t have in front of you but we had our professional advisory council and we voted, 
and these folks have accepted and I’d like to make a resolution to put Jim Monty on our public 
advisory council, Terri Morse in replace of Steve Valley and Alan Jones from ACAP has agreed 
to be on our council so I’m looking for a resolution to add them to our professional advisory 
council and our public health advisory council. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS OF TERRI MORSE, 
ALLEN JONES AND JIM MONTY TO THE PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(CHHA) AND PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC-PHAC) 
Moved by Mr. Merrihew, second by Mr. Politi, with Mr. Monty abstained. 
 
HARRINGTON: Questions, concerns?  All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed –  
 
MONTY:  I will abstain since I’m being appointed. 
 
BEERS: I’d like to make a resolution to accept and apply to apply for and accept a $1,000.00 
grant that we received from the Prevention agenda increase of six month breast feeding rates. 
We’re using the $1,000.00 to provide professional grade breastfeeding pump that we will be 
able to loan out and use for the IBLC, International Breastfeeding Lactation Consultant, one of 
our nurses.  So again we reached out, we applied for the grant and we received a $1,000.00.  
We would of had no other way to do that. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AND 
ACCEPT AN ARHN PREVENTION AGENDA GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00, TO 
INCREASE BREAST FEEDING RATES AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET 
AMENDMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS FOR $1,000.00. 
Moved by Mr. Politi, seconded by Mr. Wilson. 
 
HARRINGTON: Questions, concerns?  All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed – 
carried. 
 
BEERS: The next resolution is something appro today because we are involved in a COPD 
training with our nurses this is in regulation to our certified home health agency because COPD 
often arrived through smoking is of great concern in our residents that are home bound.  We are 
working to implement a COPD training program and we’ve received funds to do so. We applied 
for a grant through DSRIP and we have received $1,598.00 to do so and implement a new 
program.  It’s usually through our tele-health program to help those folks control those lifelong 
adverse effects. 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AND 
ACCEPT A DSRIP GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,598.00, TO IMPLEMENT A COPD 
TRAINING PROGRAM AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT 
INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS FOR $1,598.00. 
Moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Monty. 
 
HARRINGTON: Questions, concerns?  All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed – 
carried. 
 
BEERS: So the next one is I want to take a minute to the board today and first thank you for 
your support of me over the last several years and Health Department move new initiatives.  I’d 
also like to publicly thank Supervisor Joe Giordano from Ticonderoga who’s leadership and has 
been the champion of this bill and honestly thank Dan Manning who has tirelessly worked, his 
attendance in meetings and helped us to track the legislation you see in front of you.  I have a 
variety of people out in the audience today one of whom I’ll ask permission to call up Leigh 
Turner. She is a student here at Elizabethtown Community School and she’s a student of what’s 
called Reality Check.  Dave Isabel the Director of Tobacco Free is here and Ann Morgan is the 
Director of the North Country Healthy Heart Initiative and I have Travis Bethel and Tom Tallon 
here from the Adirondack Health Institute came today to support this initiative. 
So I wanted to just go over Tobacco 21 legislation moves the legal age to purchase cigarettes 
from 18 to 21.  We know that 96% of the smokers start before the age of 21 and by moving this 
legislation it’s hope and data shows that we stop the pipeline from 18 year olds to younger 
children to smoke.  Brain development also suggests that we’re not ready mentally by brain 
development to really make great choices until after the age of 20 so stopping tobacco use and 
nicotine which is extremely addictive at that age is extremely important. 
I would like to say too as many of you know my dad passed away in August and my dad was a 
lifelong smoker.  He was addicted at the age of 16, suffered a massive heart attack at 44 and 
this was due entirely to smoking.  He made no qualm about it and repeatedly said his chronic 
illnesses and he had a long life but chronically was ill and spent a great deal of his time in and 
out of medical facilities for a variety of reasons and it was completed due to his excessive 
smoking as younger person so I’m outspoken about Tobacco 21 because I think if we can stop 
another generation from having this chronic illness it will be beneficial to our citizens. 
I’d also like to say some things about tobacco that I thought were just fascinating.  That tobacco 
products are the only legal consumer product that are lethal when used exactly as the 
manufacturer prescribes and that tobacco kills more Americans every year than motor vehicle, 
alcohol, heroin, cocaine, homicide and suicide combined so when we talk about all those things 
and I’m on several of those committees and we’re passionate about all of those Tobacco 21 has 
an opportunity to do all of those things and move that possibility of not addicting another 
generation. 
I’d also like to say that I did gleam some support Dr. Michael John Celotti is our Medical 
Director.  He’s also a Pediatrician and he also is the Pediatrician for not just Hudson 
Headwaters but UVM and he’s written a fabulous statement that I won’t read today but I will and 
I plan on reading it at the board and I also had a fabulous phone call with Teresa Sayward today 
who called me and in factually absolutely supports Tobacco 21 and wanted you all to know that 
so I’m asking today that you move this initiative forward. This is not a vote yes or no today.  I’m 
asking that we move this initiative forward that I have the opportunity to go to a Public hearing 
and then give you the opportunity again at full board to ask more questions and let the public 
also weigh in on this.  I have done our homework, not me but a whole coalition of people we’ve 
met since September of 2017 when this board allowed me to create a committee, a sub-
committee. This is a tireless act of many people. We have every school district in Essex County. 
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We have every medical facility. We have every doctor signed onto this. We have many 
Chambers of Commerce signed onto this and our work isn’t done.  I’ve asked several, local 
owned grocery stores which would be the hardest hit and we felt that that would about a 2% 
revenue decrease and I’m so pleased to say that we have five and these are privately owned, 
and five of them are already signed up that said that they would forego the 2% loss in their 
revenue to support the children of Essex County.  I also before we started I think it would be fair 
to ask Leigh Turner to come up with the board’s permission and give a statement about what 
Tobacco 21 means to the youth and she is the youth of this county.  Come on up Leigh. 
 
TURNER:  Hello.  I’m Leigh Turner, a little bit about myself I’m seventeen and I’m senior at 
Elizbethtown-Lewis Central School.  I have asthma from being exposed to second hand smoke 
when I was a kid and the first time I was ever offered a cigarette I was thirteen years old and 
luckily I said no but a lot of kids that were my age did not say no, they said yes and they 
accepted the cigarette and because of that I have kids in my own class that are now addicted to 
tobacco.  They are seventeen, eighteen some of them nineteen year olds and so they’re able to 
also give tobacco to a younger kid because the eighteen or nineteen year olds are able to 
purchase it.  Over the summer I had the opportunity to intern with Reality Check and Tobacco 
Free FCE and I learned that the average age of a new smoker in New York State is 13 years old 
and thought back to when I was thirteen and I was offered that first cigarette and then I realized 
that at that time my sister was thirteen and so it could very easily happen to her and she might 
accept the cigarette whereas I hadn’t.  And I thought about how she has so many friends that 
may not know that tobacco is extremely dangerous and they may also accept that cigarette or 
chewing tobacco or whatever it is and so I’m here to support T21 to stop the youth from being 
able to smoke or use chewing tobacco or anything else because they shouldn’t be able to get a 
hold of it and there are kids in my school that could give it to them right now if they asked so 
that’s all I have to say.  Thank you. 
 
HARRINGTON:  I’d like to acknowledge the young ladies performance as a speaker of which 
she did this entirely without any notes. That’s something that I can’t do.   
 
BEERS: I’m moving that resolution forward  
 
PALMER:  Requesting it to be moved. 
 
BEERS:  I’m requesting it to be moved. 
 
PALMER: Big difference there. 
 
BEERS: Positive thinking.  I am requesting to move this legislation forward. This new bill again, 
moving it forward.  It allows it to go to a public hearing.  It allows me to move it forward and get 
a vote and allow other people to weigh in on this as well as I mentioned back to full board and 
allow you to have a final decision. 
 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2018 ENTITLED, “A 
LOCAL LAW TO RAISE THE LEGAL AGE OF SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS IN ESSEX 
COUNTY TO 21 YEARS OF AGE.” 
Moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Politi and Mr. Monty. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns involving this? 
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GILLILLAND:  Dan can you explain the law a little bit?  Is it what is for the selling of cigarettes 
from the store or possession?  Or passing cigarettes to a minor?  Can you explain it please? 
 
MANNING:  This particular law relates to the sale of cigarettes by a commercial vendor. 
 
BEERS:  It does not relate to a child or anybody owning cigarettes. 
 
HARRINGTON: Other questions? 
 
McNALLY:  I have concerns with this.  This is sort of a feel good law and I’m not opposed to 21 
in theory however, enforcement is going to be an issue with this but my concern is just like the 
opioid crisis we are not going to arrest people out of this and this law is not going to do much to 
prevent people under 21 from smoking because they are just going to have their friend who is 
21 to buy it and they can possess it at 18.  My concern is I’m on the border of Warren County.  I 
have two local businesses that are two stores; they are open because they run convenient 
stores and cigarette sales are a big part of their business.  With this new law I will have people 
from our town going six miles in either direction out of town to Warren County to purchase the 
cigarettes so there’s some revenue loss here also and that concerns me.  I would love the idea 
for people to stop smoking until they are 21.  I don’t think this is going to do that. 
 
BEERS: Can I address that?  So I’m going to say that New York City went Tobacco 21 and the 
results showed that people did stop smoking. The reality is that 18 year olds when they are able 
to purchase cigarettes are still in high school.  We’ve mentioned to you that is their peer group 
and they give them to 17, 16, 14 and 15 year olds.  There’s a natural aggression of things that 
at 21, 21 year olds do not hang out with high school students it’s just the way it is and that when 
we move the smoking age to 21 it does stop that pipeline also I’d acknowledge that there’s a 
revenue loss.  I’ve acknowledged that that’s researched to be 2% or less of tobacco sales in our 
county. I also would recognize Tom Tallon and Travis Bethel who are doing a regional approach 
to this. Clinton County is just behind us in passing this legislation I would hope.  Warren, 
Washington are also in the works of doing this as well it’s Essex County’s opportunity to shine 
and be at the forefront of this legislation. This is a movement across the entire North Country as 
a region.  It’s not just my movement. That’s why Adirondack Health Institute is here today 
because this is not just singling us out because we did recognize this and other counties are all 
in the exact same shape as I am in moving this initiative forward. It’s run by different people.  In 
this county it is me but in other areas it’s the cancer societies and what not so I respectfully 
understand your choice again, it’s less than 2% and again I’ve reached out to your stores and I 
will tell you that I’ve had great success. The stores saying, Ernie’s Meat Market went on record 
saying they didn’t even want to sell cigarettes at all to 18 year olds they are happy and signed 
the petition. 
 
McNALLY:  I am just opposed to this. These are the same kids that are signing up to fight for us 
in Iraq and what is this essentially going to do?  If the kids want tobacco they are going to get 
tobacco. 
 
BEERS:  I understand your point. 
 
GILLILLAND:  When I grew up I think I started smoking when I was 15 and then I quit when I 
was about 18 or 19 so why did I quit?  Not because I didn’t have any special strength or 
exposition or anything like that.  It was because of what was going on at the time which was a 
tremendous movement of the Board of Health against and Healthy lifestyles and stuff it 
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happened in the late 70’s, 80’s and early 90’s and stuff. That was the period when we had the 
largest reduction in smoking in the twentieth century. So I guess what I am opposed to is this is 
because I believe that going to law and restricting freedoms and rights and stuff like that is the 
last passage of failure and I don’t, you know why are we failing now?  Why are we having an 
increase in youth smoking?  Is it because we’re not doing the same thing the Public Health and 
education was able to do in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s?  I mean, I see this as in many things as we 
simply giving them to Government regulated agencies to enforce and then all responsibility is 
removed.  So that is why I’m not supporting it. 
 
BEERS: I understand.  I’d also like to point out that this law also involves vaping and you can 
ask every Superintendent in every school district that vaping has become a huge issue so the 
tobacco that you’re talking about when you were 15 is not the tobacco I’m talking about today. 
Every tobacco company has spent millions if not billions of dollars in commercializing and 
knowing exactly where signage is held at four foot height so kids see it so it’s not, it’s blatant, 
blatant targeting of our youth. They put it in commercials.  They put it in ads. I’m saying that this 
is one of many approaches to tobacco.  I agree with you. This is not a cure all.  I’m not stopping 
education.  We are in more school districts than we’ve ever been in in Essex County. There are 
more campaigns on TV. there’s more availability for cessation and education counseling.  Tom 
Scozzafava asked me the other day to look up and call tobacco quit line.  I did and so now you 
can get, I didn’t have any problem.  I’m going to tell you and to be honestly fair my sister’s 
health insurance quit Friday and she’s starting with nicotine patches so she got them readily. I 
also will pledge to anybody who wants we have five different agencies in this county that will 
come forward and we’ll sign up for anybody that has an issue with cessation smoking and they 
will offer treatment options for them. Free of charge. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I don’t have an issue with this going to public hearing but I do support and the 
law and its concept. I do have some concerns though.  I started smoking I don’t know, 13 
maybe.  I grew up with the Marlborough Man, even Andy Griffin smoked but you saw it on 
television you were exposed to it constantly.  A couple of concerns that I have after speaking 
with one of my retailers in Moriah and I know he spoke to you also the State currently charges 
$400, the State of New York for a license to sell cigarettes, tobacco products but yet they who 
are encouraging this 18 year old do nothing to help the retailers by either reducing that cost for 
that license or anything else the State they are talking out of both sides of their mouth here. 
They are saying you know we want you to support the 21 year old but yet we are still going to 
charge you the same fee that we charge you for the license to sell cigarettes. So that’s 
concerning. 
 
BEERS:  I understand. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The other concern that I have is what do you do with the 20 year old or the 19 
year old who has been buying cigarettes legally now and now you tell him this law has passed 
you can no longer buy cigarettes because you’re not 21 years old.  Now we all know that 
nicotine is an addiction so what kind of a situation are we going to put this individual into now, 
now he’s got to obtain his cigarettes illegally. I mean, right or wrong?  He’s got to find somebody 
to go buy their cigarettes for them so that they can continue to feed their addiction and I do have 
a real concern about that.  Now we are taking somebody who has done this perfectly legally, 
made the choice to smoke now we pass this law, he’s been smoking for however many years 
but he’s addicted now he’s has to go find a dealer you might as well say where he can buy the 
cigarettes and I think that’s a horrible situation to put any individual into when they’ve been 
doing something that has been perfectly legal so I would like to see a grandfather clause built 
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into this for those people who are already at 18 years of age and they have been buying 
cigarettes legally since that time that they now put into a position where they have to feel like a 
criminal. 
 
BEERS: So I would think that that would be a real hardship on our retailers to try and ascertain 
whether an 18 year old has smoked. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It would go by their birthdate just like they do when they sell alcohol. 
 
BEERS:  Right everybody between 18 and 21 would say that they were smoking prior to. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So we are taking those individuals now and we are telling them you know are 
doing something illegal that they have been doing legally for the last three years. 
 
BEERS: Right I would venture to say that’s what we did with alcohol and the idea was that we 
also have people who did that recreationally and that there was nobody somewhat so addicted.  
I would say that if I could change everybody between 18 and 21 year olds life and have them 
smoke two less cigarettes then I say it’s a valued need.  I would also say that we would pledge 
as the Essex county Health Department put out huge campaigns that say we will work with 
anybody in that age group. We also would work with anybody anyway to do cessation 
counseling to provide nicotine patches, to provide gum, to provide a variety of avenues to quit 
smoking free of charge and we will put a campaign out and state that. I will put it in the schools, 
I’ll put it anywhere you would like but I hear your point. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well, I do believe it should go to public hearing so we do get some comments 
from the public. I mean the addiction; sugar is one of the most addicting substances that there is 
okay? 
 
BEERS:  I agree but it’s not lethal in any form. Tobacco there’s absolutely no reason to ever 
smoke tobacco. There’s no good thing that can come from tobacco.  Sugar in small quantities is 
not lethal.  Tobacco as the manufacturer states will kill you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: There’s a lot of things that we use that can kill us. 
 
POLITI: You know I understand the argument on personal rights that Shaun brought up and I 
understand Tom’s argument and I think that we probably have varying opinions on this but you 
know personally I think we need to start somewhere this isn’t necessarily about efforts to me it’s 
about health. I think we have enough heart disease and enough cancer in this country and in 
Essex County and you know in my opinion if you save one kids life, stop one kid, just one it’s 
been a success. That’s my own personal feeling and yet I understand the problems with age. I 
understand the problem, the issue with our young people having to serve in the military and so 
forth but personally I think you have to start somewhere at some point this could become a 
problem. We need to address it.  It’s like guns.  We need to address it at some point maybe now 
is the time to start at least considering these type of things so personally I will support this going 
forward. 
 
BEERS: Thank you. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I’m a smoker not real proud of that fact.  Linda and I 
have talked many times.  I think my biggest issue with this is more of the mechanics of what’s 
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being proposed.  If the consensus of New York State and I believe it must be because we are 
spending tens of millions of dollars we see it every morning, any television show that you watch 
the Public Health Department, it’s in every school, I think we are addressing these problems but 
if the consensus across New York State is that overwhelming then New York State should pass 
their law.  It doesn’t make sense and maybe I’m not very smart anyways but to appeal this to 
other counties to pass individual contradictory laws in the hopes that that’s going to per sway 
New York State to change the law if that’s the right thing to do I would outlaw smoking period if 
you have that option to create a local law.  It’s just the mechanics. I will support this going 
forward to certainly hear the public’s opinion get the votes of the supervisors but it’s a 
backwards process and I think it’s insane.  Why would we make a contradictory statement that’s 
going to cost us the enforcements, possible legal actions of people trying to obtain tobacco?  I 
think the State needs to take the lead here. I would certainly support that if the State does it but 
to do it individually and have that contradictory to what New York State law is I just think you’re 
chasing the wrong law. 
 
BEERS:  I’d like to respond to that.  This county and this board has never made me more proud 
when you all did exactly for when you did that against synthetic marijuana.  You did exactly what 
you’re saying. You went against a State law.  You set a precedent and the Governor heard that. 
New York intentionally doing this across the entire North Country it will be un precedent 
because rural America has the highest rates of smoking than anybody else.  We are being 
targeted by the tobacco industry if we send a message just like we did loud and clear I mean I 
can actually remember the day that those students paraded in from Etown School and Brody 
Hooper I believe came forward and he was so passionate. We had lost the life of several young 
people because they were using synthetic marijuana which was legal, which was obtained in 
stores and this county made a legislation above the State and they said that, it’s important to us 
we believe that we need to take the role here that’s exactly what I’m asking you to do again.  I 
do believe New York State will be behind us, New Jersey is also going, New York City has gone 
many counties around us do but you can set the precedent and as we go I believe the North 
Country will follow we’ll be the leader instead of the follower I think we’ll set the example for 
hopefully Clinton and everybody else.  So I thank you for your comments. 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Linda.   
 
GILLILLAND: Just one quick question Mr. Chairman does this include smokeless tobacco? 
 
BEERS:  Vapors? 
 
GILLILLAND: No chewing tobacco. 
 
BEERS: Yes. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you. 
 
JACKSON: If you’re talking about economics as an EMT on a weekly basis taking people to the 
hospital, who have asthma, can’t breathe on puffers, on nebulizers they have a long painful no 
way out except dying and it’s very, very expensive to them, it’s very expensive to insurance 
companies to treat them. I support, I’m not on this committee I can’t vote now but I 100% 
support this. I’m with Roby, if we can save one person going down that path, you’re not going to 
save everybody you can’t legislate morality, your common sense, your everything else but if we 
can save one person and the money that it will save if you want to talk about money it’s worth it 
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every attempt. 
 
BEERS:  Thank you. 
 
HARRINGTON: I have a couple of things to say and then I’ll allow other people to speak also. 
When my son was in fifth grade I traditionally would come in the house and sit down to watch 
the news and my son came in with a book of matches and a cigarette and he says, dad it’s 6 
o’clock here’s your cigarette and said, oh, thanks Owen and then he came in at 6:15 and says, 
dad it’s time for sports, here’s your cigarette and I said oh my god I’m pattering this thing. Guess 
what?  The pack of cigarettes went on the table and they stayed there.   
One other item that I would like to speak about and to begin with you’re going to say this has 
nothing to do with smoking.  I had ran a greenhouse and an inspector came in and was going 
over all the plants and what have you and he said now, I want you to know that you’re going to 
be running into aphid season. Why don’t get yourself prepared. First of all you need to go get 
yourself a restricted license and then you will be able to buy nicoban. Nicoban is a pesticide 
made from nicotine. He says it’s very, very expensive but it’ll do the job and he says oh, by the 
way have you got a gallon container?  I said, pretty likely.  He says, good. Go down to the store 
buy yourself a pack of cigarette throw that pack of cigarettes into that gallon of water, let it set 
overnight and you’ve got nicoban and you’ll kill every insect possible in your greenhouse so 
nicotine the story of tobacco that’s how it reflects to greenhouses and it totally, totally insured 
me that I did not want to have any more participation with smoking. Thank you.  There was 
other persons that wanted to speak. 
 
MORROW:   Well I’m not on this committee either so I can’t vote on it today but I 
wholeheartedly support it and hopefully it gets to ways and means.  I’d like to say the young 
lady that was up there today I’d like to applaud her for having the I don’t want to smoke attitude. 
When I was 16 I was offered a cigarette and I said no, I’ve never smoked and I’m not a follower.  
One time thirty years ago I was up in the mountain and friends of mine from another town of the 
Adirondack Mountains had marijuana cigarettes that they were passing around and I left. I 
walked six miles to my truck because I would not stay there because I see what it did to them so 
I’m not a follower and I wholeheartedly support this and I think what Tom said about the young 
person that’s been smoking 18 to 20 maybe that will help them to quit smoking too hopefully 
with all the information that’s out there and I’ll never be rich because if I was a store owner I 
would never put the profits, my profits over the health of our youth.  I would gladly go to 21 even 
over because I would not want to think I was making money off of kids smoking and it’s 
detrimental to their health I would not do that so and as far as the State of New York that’s what 
I mentioned a few months ago the State of New York should do something what we are doing 
on the cost of selling cigarettes and stuff because you can’t sell them to 21 year old and older 
now but the State won’t do that and I agree with Noel it ought to be statewide even as Ron and 
Roby said even if this helps a few kids it’s worth it. 
 
HARRINGTON: Any other comments or concerns involving this resolution? 
 
MONTY: I just want to say I grew up in a family that I can’t remember anybody in the family that 
didn’t smoke. I was the first one that chose not to.  Never had, never will. I do support it. I hear 
everyone’s argument.  Everyone has made a valid point. No one believes in the military more 
than I do and I firmly believe if an 18 year old can take a bullet for this country should be able to 
have a cold beer and smoke a cigarette if that’s what he chooses with that being said, I’ve also 
seen what the damages that tobacco has done and us as a county I was just finishing arguing 
with Mr. Merrihew about we want the State to do it yeah, we want the State to do it and 
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everything but I’ve also heard since I’ve been on this board at least a dozen times the county 
say, in other areas we need to take the lead on this. We need to be the one; the stepping stone 
to get this started and if it’s just as important for those others I feel it is just as important as this 
issue. Thank you. 
 
TYLER:  I have been talking to my constituents about this issue in my town because I’m really 
up in the air.  I’ve heard some good points both ways and I came from a family where both my 
parents died from smoking and I smoked a cigarette or two when I was fifteen years old, I don’t 
know how old I was but I remember the discipline I got for doing that and I’ve never smoked 
again so maybe if the parents started disciplining their kids a little bit more maybe they wouldn’t 
be smoking either.  I guarantee you you would quit smoking if you got what I got. 
 
HARRINGTON:  I believe we have exhausted the discussion in regards to this. 
 
PALMER: I have just one thing if I can.  Again I think it’s a valid the 18 to 21’s that are currently 
smoking but I don’t see any reason why you couldn’t transition in. Why can’t you say 19 one 
year, second year 20, third year 21 now you’ve solved the problem they’re all going to age out 
they are now in choice so to speak but at least you get the law into place and you ultimately get 
to that 21 years.  It’s not something that has to occur immediately you can transition in. 
 
MARNELL:  Yes after looking at yesterday’s paper a little bit you say we can be a lead agency 
in this program would it help to be a lead agency to make it illegal to have a bumper stock for 
your AR15 and your semi-automatics?  Because the Senate all they do BS for a couple of days 
and last week they couldn’t even talk about the subject apparently according to one of the 
reporters so I would go along with it if we also support they be gone. 
 
BEERS:  Yikes.  One thing at a time Mike. 
 
MANNING:  Just something quick I just want to recite a couple of things for the record the 
resolution introducing proposed local law #3 of 2018, entitled a local law to raise the legal age of 
the sale of tobacco products in Essex County to 21 years of age. The record should also recite 
that each and every supervisor here has a copy of the local law on their desks also as everyone 
knows I’ll just reiterate this, this is just a resolution introducing the proposed local law so we yet 
have to get to public hearing it’s not a vote either up or down on the local law. I take no position 
out on this but just for the board’s edification so that they know this just gets it in the pipeline to 
allow it to get to a final vote and then finally I see one thing I’d like to change just for everybody 
it’s under Section 7 enforcement it will be under fifth page, Section 7 Enforcement, if you flip the 
page 7 D1 there’s a paragraph D1 it starts with complain against a written hearing notice, six 
lines down it says complaint at a public hearing, the word public should be removed so the 
record should reflect it should be a complaint at a hearing. 
 
PALMER:  Dan on the paragraph just above that under C, should that say related products to 
persons under 21?  It says under 18. 
 
MANNING: Yes it should you’re right.  So all supervisors have those and a copy is on your 
desks with respect to the proposed local law. Thanks. 
 
HARRINGTON: We’ve certainly had a lively debate in regards to this.  It appears to me that Mr. 
Scozzafava wants to have the last word. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  I would like to see this law before it goes it goes to public hearing what Dan 
has proposed the transition on the age. 
 
HARRINGTON: Any other comments or concerns?   
 
GIORDANO:  I don’t want to belabor this I think about habits. I don’t have a smoking habit.  I 
wasn’t exposed to smoke as a youngster my biggest habit and I know Randy constantly lets me 
know is being here punctually so I’m just happy that I did not succumb to effects of tobacco and 
trying to or trying to get myself off of it but I just want to say thank you to Linda and her team for 
all the effort they did to bring the facts. I think so many times you come together as a board, we 
all have our own opinions about things and we talked a little bit today regarding finances and 
how it effects our communities but certainly health is certainly something that we all support no 
matter what the issue and I think that this certainly brings up a good discussion in the future as 
well as how this law can be improved moving forward.  Laws aren’t perfect. We went through 
this when we had the animal cruelty.  I always think back to speed limits we have them out there 
and obviously they are not enforced to the T but in the absence of any law nothing changes and 
anything goes and just to echo the point that Roby was making, we need to start somewhere.  
Why can’t it start at the State? There’s probably a lot of different reasons why but here we are in 
our community, we listened to our youth as Leigh came up so openly spoke about the 
importunacy and how it has impacted her life and I think as an elected representative we need 
to make sure that we are not only thinking about our own opinions out of those facts but this into 
our community and try to make the best decision for our community because obviously it’s the 
community we serve and we want to see thrive in the future.  I am happy that everyone had 
something to say and I’m sure this conversation will not cease today but hopefully we’ll have the 
opportunity to have more conversation at the public hearing in two weeks. 
 
HARRINGTON: Thank you.  Any other comments? 
 
MANNING:  This local law sets a public hearing date and we need to establish a day before we 
vote on the resolution.  I would suggest the May, before the May meeting take your pick 9:00 or 
9:30. 
 
BEERS: I thought we were going to do it April 9? 
 
MANNING: Actually wait, you’re right it will be April.  How much time do you think you’ll need 
Linda?  Half hour or an hour? 
 
BEERS:  I’m good.  I have people working and shaking and moving and we have people lined 
up or whatever.  We’ll post it in the paper; we’ll allow public comment like we do on every other 
resolution. 
 
MANNING:  Okay April 9 at 9:00 am. 
 
HARRINGTON: Any other comments? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So it’s going to hearing just the way we see it here today? 
 
HARRINGTON: There was a couple changes. 
 
POLITI:  We can modify it Tom. 



Human Services 
Monday, March 12, 2018  16 
 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well it can’t be modified because once it’s posted; you have the hearing and 
then if you modify you’ll have to have another hearing. 
 
POLITI: You’re right. 
 
PALMER: Right. You can amend it now. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If it’s going to the public hearing the way it is written right now I can’t support 
this. 
 
PALMER:  You can amend it now. 
 
HARRINGTON: It has been changed twice am I correct Mr. Manning? 
 
MANNING: Yes. 
 
PALMER:  Just for correction on wording. 
 
MANNING:  You can make a motion to amend. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I would to transition the age between 18 and 21 so you have those that are 
already buying cigarettes legally. 
 
HARRINGTON: Is that something you’re promoting? 
 
BEERS:  You know I just don’t have the data on that. I can only state that New York State is 
moving in this transition at least thirteen other counties and groups have done it and I do not 
believe that anybody has transition groups. I may ask Dana Isabella is here. Dana, is there any 
such precedence about transiting to your knowledge about any other county in New York State? 
 
ISABELLA: No there’s been 18 localities and none that are transitioning. 
 
McNALLY:  Are any counties outside of the boroughs of New York enacted this law? 
 
BEERS:  Yes.  I would be happy to read that they are, Albany County, Cattaraugus County, 
Chautauqua County, Courtland County, New York City, City of Long Beach, Onondaga County, 
Orange County, Schenectady County, Suffolk County, Sullivan County, Tompkins County. 
 
McNALLY:  No Washington, Fulton, Warren? 
 
PALMER:  Not yet. 
 
BEERS:  I’m sorry? 
 
McNALLY:  No counties in this area? 
 
BEERS:  No that’s what I’m saying the North region is going and there’s been great movement 
and we are the first and Adirondack Health Institute is leading the regional campaign it’s 
Warren, Washington, Essex, Franklin. 
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MONTY:  One thing you know Tom you talked about if they go outside and they purchase these 
and it’s illegal, it’s no different from when they changed the alcohol from 18 to 21 they just go to 
the county or the state where it’s legal and they purchase them and they are not doing anything 
illegal because there’s nothing in this about possession right? 
 
BEERS: Right. 
 
MONTY:  It’s just purchasing it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The alcohol I believe they changed three different times. It went 18 to 19, 19 to 
21. 
 
MONTY: I don’t think so. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes they did. I know they did. 
 
PALMER: Yeah, they did. 
 
MONTY:  But it’s not illegal for them to possess it they can still can go to another county and 
purchase it in another location. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I will move an amendment that we put in the transitional age in the local law. 
 
MERRIHEW: I would second it. 
 
HARRINGTON: Let’s have some discussion in regards to that amendment. 
 
POLITI:  What’s the transition? 
 
PALMER: The first year it would be 19, the second year 20, the third year 21. 
 
HARRINGTON: I believe that was the transition that occurred prohibiting the purchasing of 
alcohol it went from 18, 19, 20 and 21. 
 
BEERS: I would only add this that I would have done a huge comprehensive Public Health 
campaign that costs a lot of money to run ads to educate the public even if you voted it I was 
not going to roll it out for like six more months I would have been to every retailer and to do this 
to a retailer and say every year I’m going to do it again and every year I’m going to go back out 
and do a public health campaign for over a three year period seems more cumbersome to me 
than to a retailer to understand that effective on this date we stop from 18 to 21.  I honestly I 
didn’t foresee this happening so I’m a little; I’m not sure how I feel about it.  I’m not the only one 
representing Tobacco 21.  I’m part of the much larger committee and a bunch of experts that 
have that time. I appreciate what you’re bringing forward. I’m not sure if we should maybe table 
this to next month rather than to move forward and do this but I do want your support so is it 
possible to see how many people would vote for it the way it exists now? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I have a motion on the floor. 
 
HARRINGTON:  There is a motion on the floor and it has been seconded. That motion is 
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changing this local law is involving the transitioning so I believe what we need to do is listen 
further to what everyone has to say and then vote on that amendment. 
 
GIORDANO:  I don’t have any of the facts, I’m just looking through some of the material I have 
but I would be curious to know how many 18 to 21 year olds we have in Essex County and then 
from there figure out how many actually are purchasing.  Maybe that second statistic would be 
hard to come by but it’s such a small percentage I don’t know how phasing it will benefit? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Any other questions on the amendment?  All those in favor of the amendment 
– roll call on the amendment. 
 
GARRISON:  Mr. Harrington – no; Mr. Merrihew – yes; Mr. Politi – no; Mr. Gillilland – abstain; 
Mr. McNally – yes; Mr. Scozzafava – yes; Mr. Giordano – this is for the amendment right? 
 
PALMER: This is just on the amendment. 
 
GIORDANO: No. 
 
GARRISON: Mr. Monty – no; Mr. Wilson – no. 
 
PALMER: The amendment fails. 
 
HARRINGTON: Moving onto the resolution. All those in favor of the resolution as amended. 
 
PALMER:  No not as amended. 
 
MANNING: No, no not as amended. 
 
PALMER:  Original resolution with the corrections. 
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, that’s what I mean with the corrections. 
 
GARRISON: Mr. Harrington – yes; Mr. Merrihew – yes; Mr. Politi – yes; Mr. Gillilland- no; Mr. 
McNally – no; Mr. Scozzafava – no; Mr. Giordano – yes; Mr. Monty – yes; Mr. Wilson – yes.  
The resolution carries at the committee level. 
 
HARRINGTON: Moving on, anything else Linda? 
 
BEERS:  No I’m done. 
 

*********************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Office for the Aging with Krissy Leerkes reporting 
as follows: 
 
LEERKES: Good morning. I just have two quick resolutions for you. The first is to authorize the 
Office for the Aging to enter the contract with Dennin and Dennin.  It’s a legal provider out of 
Lake Placid to provide our legal services program using our budgeted funds. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ESSEX COUNTY 
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OFFICE FOR THE AGING AND DENNIN AND DENNIN, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$12,000.00, FOR LEGAL SERVICES FOR OLDER ADULTS WITH BUDGETED FUNDS. 
Moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Monty. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns?  All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed – 
carried. 
 
LEERKES: And the next one is just to approve a budget amendment to increase revenue and 
appropriations for the receipt of DSRIP funding in the amount of $786.25. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT, INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$786.25, DSRIP FUNDING FROM ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE. 
Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Wilson 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns?  All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed – 
carried. 
 
LEERKES:  And one just last note just to take a peek at my report we are going to be carrying 
out a third round of Powerful tools for Caregivers training. This is a six week scripted training for 
caregivers. We are fortunate this time around, we are going to be hosting it in Schroon Lake 
where we really see an increase in caregivers so hopefully we’ll be able to fill that class so if 
anybody knows of any caregivers requested the flyers are in your reports and just give us a call.  
Any questions? 
 
HARRINGTON: Thank you Krissy. 
 
MONTY:  I just want to thank you Krissy. This has been a long time coming with that legal 
services and you worked very hard on it. Thank you.  It’s much needed. 
 
LEERKES: Yes, thank you.  We are very, very, very happy to be able to now be able to bring 
legal services back to our county. 
 
MONTY: Great job.  
 
LEERKES:  Thank you. 
 
HARRINGTON: Thank you Krissy.  Any other concerns to come before the Human Services 
committee? 
 
MOORE: I’d like to just ask Mr. Manning what New York defines as an adult?  The age? 
 
MANNING:  18 years of age is an adult, 21 is yours parent’s obligation to support you. 
 
MOORE:  As an adult does that entitle that person at age 18 to follow the rights of an adult? 
 
MANNING:  Yes. 
 
MOORE:  Thank you. 
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MANNING:  But you’ve got to support your kids until they are 21. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Any other concerns to come before Human Services?  We are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Human Services committee it 
was adjourned at 10:40 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


