
HUMAN SERVICES MEETING 
Monday, August 13, 2018 

 
 
Charles Harrington, Chairperson 
Noel Merrihew, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 Chairman Harrington called this Human Services Meeting to order at 9:30 am with the 
following supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joe 
Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean 
Montroy, Jim Monty, Ron Moore, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Michael Tyler and 
Joe Pete Wilson.   Tom Scozzafava was previously excused.   
 
Department Heads present:  Linda Beers, Judy Garrison, Krissy Leerkes, Dan Palmer and 
Michael Mascarenas.  Terri Morse was previously excused. 
 
 
HARRINGTON:  We’ll call the Human Services Committee to order and begin with the pledge 
allegiance.  The first item on our agenda is the Department of Social Services, Mr. Mascarenas.  
Good morning Mike. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Good morning.  I did send my monthly report and I do have a resolution this 
month authorizing the Department of Social Services to institute policies and procedures 
regarding background checks for employees that have access to Federal Tax information.  This 
is State and Federal regulations that have been handed to down to us.  They did approve the 
policy. I submitted to them first before bringing it to the board.  Essentially every employee that 
works in child support is going to have to do the full finger print FBI background check in order 
to continue to hold their job and any future candidate for employment will have to do the same.  
I’m sure you probably didn’t get a chance to read the entire policy but what the policy says it’s 
for those employees that we currently have there we will pick up the tab on that cost but any 
future candidate will be required to pay for it themselves.  The thought I had on this simply was 
we have a lot of long term employees there and we’re kind of changing the rules in the middle of 
the game for those people in terms of employment and that it would only be fair that we picked 
up the cost there’s nine of them that we’ll have to run through initially and going forward again 
the selected candidate will be charged with that cost in order to be employed by the child 
support unit. 
 
HARRINGTON:  An endorsement of this resolution, Mr. Giordano second by Mr. Monty. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO INSTITUTE 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES REGARDING BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR CHILD 
SUPPORT UNIT EMPLOYEES THAT HAVE ACCESS TO FEDERAL TAX INFORMATION. 
Giordano, Monty 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns? 
 
MOORE: What is the cost on that? 
 
MASCARENAS:  It’s about $200.00, per check so about $1800.00 total and we will get 
reimbursed on approximately 62 ½% of that $1800.00 so the cost to the county will ultimately be 
about four or five hundred dollars by the time it’s all said and done. 
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HARRINGTON: Other questions?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying aye, 
opposed – carried. 
 
MASCARENAS: I did submit my report. The only thing I would like to say is we continue to run 
real behind in terms of numbers of reports, investigations, children in foster care, children in 
preventive services and it’s become problematic. We’re continuing to monitoring it.  I’m likely 
going to see a spike again next month when school starts typically during the summer months 
you’ll see that go down.  Not that those behaviors are not happening but our mandated 
reporters are simply not working so you’ll see those numbers decrease in the summer we 
simply have witnessed that.  It’s coupled by the fact that we are short staffed.  We have people 
that are out on leave for various reasons so the people in those units are really working hard 
just to try to keep their head above water.  Hopefully we’ll get some relief soon in terms of that 
but we’ll see. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Other questions for Mr. Mascarenas?  Thanks Mike. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Thank you. 
 

****************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Mental Health Department.  Terri Morse was 
previously excused. 
 

****************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Health Department, with Linda Beers 
reporting as follows: 
 
HARRINGTON: Good morning Linda. 
 
BEERS:  Good morning. I apologize that you don’t have my report.  I didn’t make the deadline 
but I did send it out and I will email it to you. Actually I will email it to Judy and you’ll have a copy 
of it. 
 
PALMER:  We have it. 
 
GARRISON: I made copies for all the supervisors. 
 
BEERS: Oh, I’m sorry I didn’t see any way you do have it so if there are any questions with that.  
WIC did a beautiful job and had a huge turnout for their breastfeeding day there was a big walk 
and it was really successful. 
I do have two resolutions one is I’m really excited.  I don’t know that we’ll get it.  We will be 
applying for $250,000 for the Adirondack Health Innovation Grant.  It is an initiative that we’re 
calling the “well fed” collaborative so it’s going to be, if we get it will be called Well Fed Essex.  
It’s really some unbelievable collaborative work for my staff, farmers in the local area, and it will 
cover like four or five different organizations supporting them and the farmers and it’s just a 
resolution to apply for the grant.  I’m not sure I’ll get it if I do receive it I will come back. There’s 
no money in kind or anything else it’s just a straight grant from them. 
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HARRINGTON:  An endorsement of this resolution, Mr. Politi second by Mr. Giordano. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR A $250,000.00, ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE INNOVATION GRANT. 
Politi, Giordano  
 
HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns regarding this resolution?  There being none, all those in 
favor signify by saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
BEERS:  And I also have a resolution that Krista Berger just gave to me, it just came to her this 
weekend and so she’s asking to accept the amount of $368,900.00.  This is a WIC block grant 
that she gets.  This one says to accept money in the amount of $368,900 for the year four of the 
five year WIC grant so we must of already approved the five-year term this is accepting the 
money into the budget so she’ll have it when comes in October 1st. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT YEAR 
FOUR OF A FIVE YEAR WIC GRANT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $368,900.00, AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME 
Politi, Wilson 
 
HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns regarding this resolution?  There being none, all those in 
favor signify by saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
BEERS: And I would also just like to inform you that tomorrow, August 14, I think I started a 
year and a half ago talking about our accreditation the Essex County Health Department will hit 
the final button by midnight tomorrow of all or our documents to be a Federally qualified health 
center.  We will be 10% of the nation in the United States that will have gone for this 
accreditation so we’re working really hard and lots of hours to get everything running but it looks 
good so I’m really proud of my staff and we’ll know in six months when they come for a site visit.  
So keep that in your mind because they’ll want to meet you they come from FAC, Federal 
Accreditation Company and they often like to come to a board meeting and make sure that you 
were aware that I was doing the accreditation and that you were a part of it.  Thank you. 
 
HARRINGTON: Any questions regarding this?  Your committee is to be congratulated for that. 
Thank you very much. 
 
BEERS: Thank you. 
 

****************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Office for the Aging, with Krissy Leerkes reporting 
as follows: 
 
HARRINGTON:  Good morning. 
 
LEERKES:  Good morning.  Everybody has a copy of my report also and I just have two 
resolutions. The first is authorizing the office to hold its annual public hearing in the month of 
October on the proposed 2019-2020 State Fiscal Year annual update.  This is something our 
office has to develop every year to show NYSOFA our plan on how to reach the funding that 
they provide to us. 



Human Services Committee 
Monday, August 13, 2018  4 
 
 
HARRINGTON: An endorsement of this resolution by Mr. Politi, a second please – Mr. Monty. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO HOLD A 
PUBLIC HEARING IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2018 ON THE PROPOSED 2019-2020 
STATE FISCAL YEAR ANNUAL UPDATE. 
Politi, Monty 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns? 
 
PALMER:  Jude we will have to set a date for that.  Do you know when the meeting in October 
is?  We can do it at 9:00 that morning.  Is that what you want to do? 
 
LEERKES: We usually hold these throughout the county so that way older adults have access 
to them typically we hold one here in Elizabethtown, we hold one in Ti and we try to hold one in 
Lake Placid and then we would come back to you in September with actual dates. 
 
PALMER:  Okay, alright as long as you come back at some point with some dates. 
 
LEERKES:  Yup. 
 
GARRISON:  Thank you. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Further questions or concerns?  There being none all those in favor signify by 
saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
LEERKES:  And the next one is just a resolution authorizing a budget amendment to increase 
revenue and appropriations in the amount of $5,871.65 due to the receipt of DSRIP funding 
from Adirondack Health Institute.   
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING, 
INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,871.65, 
RECEIPT OF DSRIP FUNDING FROM ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE. 
Monty, Merrihew 
 
HARRINGTON: Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
LEERKES:  And that is all I have unless anybody has any questions or comments for us? 
 
HARRINGTON: Thank you Krissy. 
 
LEERKES: Thank you. 
 
HARRINGTON: Transportation there’s no report. 
 
POLITI:  Where are we at with Transportation? 
 
PALMER:  The Transportation Coordinator was hired.  She started I think on the 9th I’m not sure 
exactly.  Her name is Caitlyn Egglefield and I think she’s – there’s actually some training going 
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on for the transportation I think she’s going to participate in on the 13th I think it was.  So she 
should be getting around I would expect at some point that she would be making some visits to 
Lake Placid. 
 
POLITI:  Yes I don’t think the Mayor is aware.  I would request I guess that if you could possibly 
send us a press release or an email to myself and to Mayor Randall with some kind of a 
background resume on this person so that he’s aware, I’m aware and Jim McKenna also and 
probably ORDA?   
 
PALMER: Yup we can do that. 
 
POLITI:  Okay? 
 
PALMER:  Yup I can do that. 
 
POLITI: Thank you very much. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Any other concerns regarding transportation? We are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Human Services Committee it 
was adjourned at 9:35 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 


