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Thomas Scozzafava, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 
Chairman Scozzafava called this Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee Meeting to 
order at 10:30 a.m. with the following supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Thomas 
Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson.  Michael Marnell and Randy Preston were 
previously excused. 

 
Department heads present were:  Laurie DeZalia, Michael Diskin, Judy Garrison and Daniel 
Palmer.  Charli Lewis and Joseph Provoncha were previously excused. 
 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We’ll call the Finance Committee Meeting to order. Our County Clerk has been 
excused but he plan to I spoke to him – 
 
PALMER: He’s got a resolution too. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay.  I did speak to him last week in regards to he’s looking once again to 
putting a satellite DMV in North Elba and also one in Port Henry one day a week and they went 
down and looked at the Village Hall, the former Village Hall which the town board would 
authorize them to utilize it, wouldn’t be any cost for it. Roby I don’t know what’s going on in your 
town in regards to – Joe talked about a satellite DMV so he’d have one in Ti, Port Henry, North 
Elba so those three areas would be covered at least three days a week. 
 
POLITI:  Yes, right I’ve offered it to Joe for years and I have the space available and he can 
have it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: As we do, as Ti has also. 
 
POLITI: I think he has come up and looked at it last week. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes they were out making the rounds so I spoke to Dan briefly about it.  I don’t 
know what it takes to put this together? 
 
PALMER:  Again I have said this all along and I’ve said this to Joe and I’ve said it to anybody 
that wants to listen. I don’t have an issue with satellite DMV’s as long as you can show me what 
it is going to actually cost. What is it going to cost in terms of additional employees and where 
does that revenue come from?  When you start to have a satellite DMV you may in North Elba 
because being that close to the border on the other side you may actually pick up some 
additional revenue from people that ordinarily wouldn’t travel all the way to Elizabethtown.  I’m 
not sure how much you’re going to pick up going to Moriah only in the sense that those people 
are probably already coming to Elizabethtown anyways so somewhere within in that there’s a 
number that tells me what the revenue difference is and if that is acceptable that’s okay with me.  
I just want to see whether it’s revenue neutral or what that number looks like to you guys in 
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terms of what it impacts our level if it doesn’t have any impact on the level I don’t really care 
how he runs the DMV but if it does impact the level I need to know that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Agree. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Just curious if we have the numbers on the Ticonderoga outfit does that fit? 
 
PALMER: Yeah right now that fits into the budget.  I guess I would have to trail all the way back 
to when we first started it to see if there was an actual increase in revenue at that point.  I don’t 
think there was only because there wasn’t additional help hired they are using it out of the same 
people.  Now whether you continue to do that or not I don’t know.  If you send an employee up 
to North Elba and to Moriah on the same day you’re going to be pretty short over here so that 
may mean you’ll need an additional employee. Joe needs to tell me those things though. If he 
does tell me those things then I’m certainly willing to entertain it and if I think it is something that 
deserves a recommendation to this board I will do so. 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you. 
 
MONTY:  So we’re talking one day?  I know Ti is one day and so you’re talking one day in 
Moriah, one day in North Elba? 
 
PALMER:  Ti is two. 
 
MONTY:  It will be two days in Moriah, two days in North Elba? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No one in Port Henry. 
 
PALMER:  I think that’s really up to Joe to propose in terms of his staffing here that’s really the 
impact. 
 
MONTY: And outside of North Elba drawing in maybe Saranac Lake those places you’re going 
to be decreasing the revenue coming into Elizabethtown in Moriah you’re going to be 
decreasing the revenue from Ti like you said I think Joe’s got to – those will factor in. 
 
PALMER:  Right. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think his thoughts are that I mean I think he can produce those numbers in 
conversations that I’ve had with him if you had one in the three big town locations there’s a 
number of people that maybe registering online verses bringing it to the DMV okay whereby if 
you had something local they may go there to do it verses mailing it in so those are all, I agree 
with Dan this is the discussion that we had and Joe knows that also.  You’ve got to run the 
numbers absolutely and see if it makes sense because if you put one in Port Henry and most of 
those registrations are taking place out here anyway then it doesn’t make sense to put one in 
Port Henry. I agree but until we have those numbers as best as we can get a handle on them 
but that’s what needs to be looked at. 
 
TYLER:  Maybe they should be looking at Minerva it’s so far away down there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well, we’re trying to get Minerva into Warren County at some point.  (laughter) 
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McNALLY: Why would we go to the DMV for 35 miles away instead of going to Lake George 
which is 28 miles away?  Everybody in Minerva uses Lake George. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay so I’m sure when Joe gets back him and Dan will have some discussion, 
they’ll try to throw some numbers together and we’ll go from there.  Now there is a resolution 
that Joe requested. 
 
GARRISON: Resolution authorizing a budget amendment in the County Clerks’ Office 
increasing revenues and appropriations in the amount of $73,872.00, New York State Archives 
Local Government Records Management Improvement Funds for the Essex County Clerks’ 
Office to image tax rolls. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COUNTY CLERKS’ 
OFFICE INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$73,872.00, NEW YORK STATE ARCHIVES LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT FUNDS FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY CLERKS’ OFFICE TO 
IMAGE TAX ROLLS. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, second by Mr. Merrihew and Mr. Moore. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Discussion?  Being none, all in favor, opposed – carried. 
 

************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Auditor with Laurie DeZalia reporting as follows: 
 
DEZALIA: Good morning.  I’ve sent out my report to you.  In May we had external auditors here 
for a site visit and we were assisting them pulling vouchers and getting them information. We’ve 
also began a project of updating our W-9’s our vendor files so we can get up to date on that.   
Assigned Counsel there’s nothing new we’re running about neck in neck with what we were for 
numbers last year.  Anyone have any questions? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions for Laurie?  If not, thank you. 
 
DEZALIA: Thank you. 
 
 

************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Real Property Office, Charli Lewis was excused. 
 

************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Treasurer’s Office with Mike Diskin reporting as 
follows: 
 
DISKIN: Good morning. I sent you all my reports earlier.  I just want to give you an update on 
sales tax since I sent that out I had one more check come in.  June is a month when we get a 
third check you’ll see primarily we get three distributions in June and what that is for the first few 
months they are estimating some of the things they get in and on the sixth month, the middle of 
the year they do a catch up on everything when they get the final reports in from their vendors 



Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee 
Monday, June 18, 2018  4 
 
and so we get a third check in.  We also get a third check later on in December to clean up the 
end of the year but that third check will come in right at the very end of the month but the 
second check we got in was actually a little over $200,000 more than last year so we’re actually 
running a little over a million dollars over the last year in cash receipts so far which is almost 9% 
above last years. We’re doing very well in sales tax as most other counties around the state. 
 
PALMER:  If I hear you say zero percent increase again I’m going to have to slap you. (laughter) 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Fund balance.   
 
PALMER: Didn’t you learn anything over ten years? (laughter) 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Go ahead Michael. 
 
DISKIN: If there is no question on the sales tax. The occupancy we ran about $15,345.00 more 
this year than last year and again it’s a product of the vacation rentals and things that we’ve 
added and they continue to come in and we’re still believe it or not we’re still registering 
vacation rentals every month we get people to call us and say I want to register and we’re 
getting them in. 
 
JACKSON: Do you get many from those Air B&B’s that are taking over the world? 
 
DISKIN: Yes. 
 
JACKSON: I know they are supposed to pay but some of them aren’t. 
 
DISKIN:  We get money from Air B&B directly last month we got almost $20,000. 
 
JACKSON: Okay I’m glad they are following in line.  I just didn’t know if they were doing it. 
 
DISKIN: The other companies what they call Home Away or BRBO there are several others out 
there they are not doing the same thing as Air B&B, they are not but we are required anyone 
that uses those to collect the money themselves that’s what we always told them. If you use 
Home Away or BRBO you’re responsible to collect that to make sure that occupancy tax gets 
collected from that rather than Air B&B collects it. When Air B&B does they include it in their 
total that they charge you for use of that facility.  Some people are aware of that and if they use 
Air B&B they don’t have to collect.  If they use any of the others they are required to do that and 
report it. 
 
JACKSON:  Are any of them doing that at this point? 
 
DISKIN: There’s no way of telling them they don’t separate out BRBO rentals from their own 
personals.  They can have personal rentals and online rentals and they don’t separate either 
one of them so it’s very difficult.  They are on the honor system and hopefully they are because 
there’s no way to separate when they report whether it’s been a personal rental that they rented 
between two parties or whether they rented it on an online agency. 
I also sent you my up to date budget where we are with year to date and cash flow.  If you have 
no questions there are a couple other items I want to bring up. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Go ahead. 
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DISKIN:  The first one I have one employee in our office that’s reaching twenty years of service.  
That’s Bobbi Vincent.  Bobbi is from the Town of Jay.  She’s been with us; she started in Horace 
Nye where she worked for a number of years in Horace Nye in the records department and 
bookkeeping there.  When that entity was sold she came over here and I think for about six 
months she helped in the transition between Horace Nye and the county keeping all the 
records, going through all the records. She spent hours and hours going through the records 
and boxing up things that they sent over because they were just sending over box loads and car 
loads, pick up loads of material to us Bobbi spent the better part of six months organizing that 
did a really great job. When that finally quieted down she went over to work in Mental Health for 
a short time.  A position became available in my office and she’s been in my office for about two 
years so I do want to ask for a resolution of recognition for twenty years of service that will be 
from 7/6/98 to 7/6/2018. 
 
RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION TO ROBERTA (BOBBI) VINCENT 
FOR 20 YEARS OF SERVICE TO ESSEX COUNTY. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Merrihew. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Discussion?  Being none, all in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
DISKIN: And one final thing that I just want to make the committee aware and the full board. I 
was asked by the New York State Association of Counties to serve on the National Association 
of Counties Board of Directors, there was a vacancy, they contacted me and asked me if I was 
interested I said I would be so they brought it to their Board of Directors and they’ve chosen me 
to represent New York State 1-3 Board of Directors on the National Board of Directors Board 
representing New York State and so that will begin in July. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Congratulations.  Mr. Morrow wants to move a resolution of congratulations, 
unanimous second. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO MICHAEL DISKIN UPON HIS APPOINTMENT 
TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, unanimously seconded. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Are you done Mike? 
 
DISKIN: Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I spoke with Mike briefly last week and Dan and also Dan Manning about the 
next tax sale some of the pitfalls that we had in the last sale that we were going to sit down and 
work on. I know Mike’s been gathering information from other counties. The big issue in my 
community was two people that lived together as husband and wife for quite a period of time, 
the owner of the property did not pay the taxes and his live in went in and bought the property 
back at the tax sale so it was the same domestic relationship people that were living in that 
home that ended up not losing it so these are some of the things that I feel we need to try and 
address and see if we can stop some of this.  So whenever we’re going to get together and let 
them know. 
 
DISKIN: Yes, you and I and Dan and Dan Manning probably? 
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SCOZZAFAVA: Yeah Dan is in agreement that we need to tighten up some of these so if 
anybody else has issues out there I mean now is the time to you can either send an email to 
Dan Palmer so we can, while we’re working on this and try to address everything. 
 
TYLER:  I want to say that people the first problem a lot of times with property they don’t even 
look at them they just see how cheap they are and buy them then they just sit there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And that’s a huge issue in my community some of the same people that are 
buying these they sit there and they do absolutely nothing with them and some of them are 
rentals. We’ve got a handle on that now because of the occupancy laws but still you’re right Ike 
it’s a huge issue and some of the signs are still up on them even though they purchased them 
back in the tax sale. 
 
DISKIN: I think some of them the way to address them maybe writing in our terms and 
conditions if you lose a property you can never buy again.   I mean it could be as simple as that 
because we’ve had repeat people who have come back they buy these properties, they hold 
them for three years and in Tom’s case they’ve been collecting rent probably collecting from 
county money, they’ve never done anything to pay their taxes, they walk away from them buy 
another piece of property and do the same thing all over. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I will say this since we have our new Commissioner in Social Services we are 
getting a pretty good handle on that end of it now. Mike’s been excellent to work with no names 
provided just landlords who is getting for – 
 
PALMER: And if they are even our people. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And if they’re even your people but how does this starts and slips through the 
cracks too. 
 
McNALLY:  Do you have a date for the auction? 
 
DISKIN: No we don’t have anything – 
 
PALMER: Until we get the last of the research – 
 
DISKIN: The research on them isn’t even done yet. 
 
McNALLY:  Fall? Spring? 
 
DISKIN: I’m guessing it’s going to be spring now at this point we’re in June there’s isn’t much 
way we can pull off anything. We haven’t even sent a 90 day notice or anything so you’re 
looking at probably spring to do something now. It will be a multi-year.  It will be two years 
because the 16’s are or will be shortly completed and then the 17’s are the ones that we have a 
resolution out to do through an outside agency and with those two years we’ll do a two-year tax 
sale which is what we did last year, we did two years and then two-years we actually did four 
years in the one year last year.  We did two–years at the time. We’ll do a two-year sale and then 
hopefully that will put us on target for a one year sale going forward. 
 
PALMER: That’s the hope. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  And then the other issue is this just happened in Whitehall Mike I know you’re 
familiar with it.  There was a three or four story building on the Main Street that was up for back 
taxes Washington County never took ownership of it because they knew the liability involved 
with the building and so on so this building sat out there in limbo for a number of years.  The 
Village of Whitehall certainly didn’t have the funds or resources to go in and do anything with it 
to make a long story short about a month ago the building collapsed. 
 
DISKIN: Right onto the street. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Right on the Main Street so everybody was in there scrambling to try and clean 
this thing up but I don’t know how we are ever going to address those issues.  I’ve had 
numerous conversations with Betty Little, I’ve had numerous conversations with Dan Stec and 
Department of Labor and that’s the elephant in the room is the asbestos and there’s not a 
community sitting in here that can even afford to begin to take these places down unless you 
get a variance and as a member of the Board of Supervisors when you have buildings like that I  
Wouldn’t recommend that we take them I mean because you couldn’t afford to even begin to 
deal with it so we really need to lobby the State of New York hard in regards to this issue 
because it’s not just here you’re seeing these buildings everywhere across the State because 
they go above and beyond EPA regulations the State and it’s just making it impossible to deal 
with these structures. 
 
DISKIN:  I think one of the parts of the possible new legislation should be speeding up the 
foreclosure process if all possible.  If we have a derelict building or one that’s in danger maybe 
there’s something that could be done in legislation to speed this up in that case rather than 
going through a two to three year process before you can do anything. 
  
SCOZZAFAVA:  The problem is that none of us with our code enforcement even though it 
supposed to be a uniformed code enforcement you know the bottom line is you’ve got eighteen 
different Code enforcement Officers in this county and eighteen of them that look at things 
differently and that becomes a real issue.  I did do some reading on this and some counties 
have  for that specific reason they have a County Code Enforcement Officer that will go out and 
do things as county law in regards to something such as the abandonment of buildings and so 
on. 
 
TYLER:  What happens now say a town doesn’t have a codes officer the county takes over 
anyway right? 
 
PALMER: No. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No. 
 
PALMER:  State codes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: State. 
 
PALMER: If a town doesn’t have its own code officer you fall under State codes. 
 
TYLER: Did you used to go to the county? 
 
PALMER: It did when we had our own building and codes. 
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TYLER: Even after that I was told that if the town didn’t have a code officer the county would 
have to do it. 
 
PALMER: Nope. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No usually they go to another town. 
 
PALMER: Typically a town will contract with another town for their code enforcement officer but 
the county abolished its code department per say. 
 
TYLER:  It’s going to get to a point where towns can’t do the codes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well here’s the issue and I’ve had conversations with other people in the county 
in regards to this the whole issue is when the State of New York went to uniformed building 
codes we had and I was here we had a county code enforcement officer in fact I think we had 
three of them but we threw the baby out with the bath water because quite frankly the job wasn’t 
getting done. 
 
PALMER: Well, it couldn’t keep up. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Couldn’t keep up so then each individual town had to appoint a code 
enforcement officer and you know that’s when things just went – I hear it all the time I’m sure we 
all hear it well, gees in Moriah they don’t make you do that or in Crown Point they don’t make 
you do that I mean exactly.  How’s Ticonderoga they get away with it yet up here we’ve got to 
do it.  I’m just using examples of what we hear. I don’t have an answer to it unless we go back 
to a county wide code enforcement office and each town contributes cost based on per diem 
however you want to do it but the system that we have is not working that great. 
 
TYLER:  To do that job and do it right codes change weekly, every year they come up with a 
new book on codes.  How do you get somebody in your local towns to do that?  I don’t know it’s 
going to be impossible. 
 
McNALLY: Mike, do you have the inside on the railroad in my town have they paid taxes on 
that? 
 
DISKIN: The what? 
 
McNALLY:  The Tahawus line have they paid their taxes? 
 
DISKIN: Well I don’t know I would have to check and see if they are current but they have been 
paying taxes they maybe a year or two delinquent I would have to check on it. 
 
DELORIA: They are two years back from my understanding. 
 
DISKIN: It could be because I think someone called. 
 
DELORIA: I talked to somebody and they owe Minerva $40,000 and they owe Newcomb 
$30,000. 
 
DISKIN: Yeah it thought it was two years delinquent on them. 
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McNALLY:  So that would be included in the sale? 
 
DISKIN: Well that’s possible we would have to look at that see what you want to do with it.  If it 
comes up. 
 
DELORIA:  What is the interest rate? 
 
DISKIN:  It’s 12% and that is set by the State but that’s a good question will we be including 
those on our foreclosed list. 
 
PALMER:  Don’t forget we pay them though. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The county pays them you guys aren’t out that money we pick it up on the 
warrant so it’s the county that’s out that money. Why you want that rail line? 
 
McNALLY: Yes. 
 
DISKIN: Buy it for the delinquent taxes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: God forbid they put trains on a railroad track. 
 
MONTY: I just want to go back to the codes issue one of the things that we’re experiencing in 
the towns is code violations are being cited, you’re going to court and nothing happens.  There’s 
no teeth in the laws. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Welcome to Moriah. 
 
MONTY:  How can we get teeth in those laws? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You have local laws but the Judges I have been told by our Judges and I’ll say 
it publicly well, you know this thing wasn’t written up right or you’ve got to have an attorney there 
when you’re enforcing them or you’ve got to have your code enforcement officer there. 
 
MONTY:  You’ve got to give them time to remedy well after three years they’ve had plenty of 
time to remedy. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: You’re absolutely right. That’s an issue. So I think it would be in the best 
interest of the eighteen towns if we just give it back to the county and let them handle it. Do we 
want to take a vote on that? 
 
POLITI:  It would be full time in North Elba. 
 
PALMER:  You would need at least a half a dozen employees in the code office to run it.  That 
was part of the problem I’ve got to tell you I was a building contractor during the period on which 
the ran codes and it was okay wait a minute I can’t wait a month for somebody to come down 
and look at a job it’s got be done. 
 
TYLER:  There’s different code officers out there. There’s ones going by the book and doing it 
correctly and there’s some out there that’s just –  
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SCOZZAFAVA: Exactly as I said Ike it depends – 
 
TYLER:  And the towns are going to be if something happens in your town and the code officer 
is winging it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Right now in Albany, I think it’s Albany County there’s two code enforcement 
officers that are up on manslaughter charges and the trial is going on as we speak because of 
things that they let slide, violations that they let slide as a code enforcement officer so you’re 
absolutely right you know sooner or later that train is going to come in. 
 
POLITI:  I’m just going to tell you my budget is a quarter of a million dollars. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: For code enforcement, yup. 
 
POLITI: Quarter of a million dollars is my budget. 
 
MORROW:  I just want to let everybody know here if you have a code that has to go to court a 
supervisor can prosecute that. I got a letter from the District Attorney because the Judge did not 
want me in the courtroom said I couldn’t do that and I got a letter from the District Attorney that I 
could prosecute it in court and I’ve won all my cases and what I told the – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  How much do you get an hour?  (laughter) 
 
MORROW:  It’s right in my salary.  I don’t get any extra money. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We’ll hire you out. 
 
MORROW:  All I’m doing is cutting the Town Attorney out of getting extra money and I tell him 
that but what my answer to is the defendant that I have in court was what was discussed here 
earlier today.  I don’t have that problem in this town not here in Essex County but Clinton 
County or Franklin County and these are the landlords that I have in court and some of them are 
land owners but landlords.  I don’t have that problem here or here and I say your honor will you 
remind the defendant that they are in Chesterfield now and they will abide by our laws.  So and 
I’ve won.  Now if the court makes them pay it that’s a different thing because in our courts they 
don’t make them pay their fines anymore they just go three, four years now they don’t do 
nothing. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay if nothing else on code enforcement, although I’m sitting next to a former 
supervisor who actually shut a house right down in Minerva and ended up in court and the 
whole nine yards, correct? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Did you win that case? 
 
PALMER: Absolutely. 
 
McNALLY:  They went to jail. 
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PALMER: Yeah they went to jail. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Wow. 
 
MONTY: So now we’ve got two attorneys in this town.  (laughter) 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Anything further to come for Michael? Thanks Mike. 
 

************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the County Manager, Dan Palmer reporting as follows: 
 
 
PALMER:  Let’s just do this health insurance thing okay? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Go ahead you explain it all. 
 
PALMER: I have a health insurance issue with a supervisor who happens to be sitting next to 
me.  There was, I was going to try and do a memo to you guys and Tommy keeps asking me 
and I keep failing to get it done so this is the deal okay, there were at least a half dozen 
supervisors that when they left the county the former County Attorney gave them a letter 
essentially saying you’re entitled to health insurance coverage even though you no longer work 
for the county and you can carry it with you he based it upon some State law I don’t think our 
current County Attorney agrees with that but irrespective – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I was 41 at the time. 
 
PALMER:  Irrespective that there were actually supervisors that left the office and carried the 
health insurance with them and we paid for that health insurance.  Mr. Scozzafava did not elect 
to carry the health insurance but he had the letter of entitlement that said he was actually 
entitled to it now what has become unfair is when Mr. Scozzafava returned his contribution rate 
was based upon his return date as opposed to his prior date. It’s the difference between a 10% 
contribution rate or 14% I guess it was I’m not sure.  In fairness if he had carried his health 
insurance his contribution rate would have been based upon what he had back then and I think 
we should provide him with the contribution rate that he was entitled to had he taken the health 
insurance with him and we would have been paying for it all those years when he was gone 
what you’re talking about is a 4% difference in contribution rate.  I think it’s actually the 
appropriate thing to do. I hate to say that but yeah. 
 
MOORE:  It probably exceeds the statute of limitations. 
 
McNALLY:  We have past supervisors still on the insurance? 
 
PALMER: Oh yeah we have lots of past supervisors. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  When I was first elected here and Jerry can tell you back when he came on too 
you had supervisors that were here that had five years of service that got out with no entitlement 
to retirement who drew health insurance for the rest of their lives on the county. 
 



Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee 
Monday, June 18, 2018  12 
 
PALMER: Yeah I was the one who changed the language for all that stuff but I do think it’s fair 
so I would be looking for a resolution authorizing me to – 
 
TYLER:  Do we do that anymore? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No it’s changed. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A DECREASE IN THE PERCENTAGE RATE OF TOWN OF 
MORIAH SUPERVISOR TOM SCOZZAFAVA’S HEALTH INSURANCE CONTRIBUTION 
PAYMENT RETROACTIVE FROM JANUARY 1, 2018. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Moore 
 
MONTY:  Is this retroactive? 
 
PALMER: I will go back to January I won’t go back any further than that.  In fairness he asked 
me last year. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I didn’t even think about that. 
 
PALMER: I’m not going back any further. The intent is to go back for his contribution until 
January of this year. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Are there any other supervisors that would qualify for that also? 
 
PALMER: No, I have a list of the ones that received the magically letter so to speak and all of 
them are gone, passed. 
 
TYLER: Who did they receive the letter from? 
 
PALMER:  Former County Attorney. 
 
MORROW: This is because you resigned and went to work somewhere else and then you came 
back so this motion is just to let you go back to – 
 
PALMER: The contribution rate that he had at the time he got done. 
 
MORROW: This is not reinstating his time for not being here 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No. 
 
MORROW:  So I still have seniority over you and don’t forget it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You do in consecutive years.   You don’t in total time. 
 
MORROW: It doesn’t matter. 
 
MONTY: And he left his other job because he was scared of prison. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The point of it is and I will say this in my defense is that and Jerry you were 
here then, I could have took my health insurance from this county at the age of 41 okay?  Not 
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retired or anything else and as Dan said he’s the one that rewrote the laws to stop that because 
that was rampant out here that was what was going on. 
 
POLITI:  You say the County Attorney approved it?  That wrote the letter?  Is there a resolution 
passed by this board? 
 
PALMER:  I don’t know if there was at that point or not. I’m not sure. 
 
POLITI:  Because a letter written by a County Attorney means nothing without a resolution by 
this board. 
 
PALMER: All I know is that letter carried those guys through with coverage. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   You had supervisors Roby one prior from your town that carried full health 
insurance. 
 
POLITI:  I’m sure she did. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: He. 
 
POLITI:  He? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  He right up through until as you know, I mean the full package. 
 
POLITI: Well that doesn’t make it right. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Exactly that stuff has stopped now. 
 
DEPO: I agree with Roby without a resolution the County Attorney’s letter means nothing. 
 
PALMER: I will check. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Further discussion on the resolution? Being none all in favor, opposed – 
carried.  Anything further to come before this committee? 
 
GIORDANO: I just have a resolution of congratulations to the Ticonderoga Sentinel Boys 
Baseball Team for advancing to the Class C State Title. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TICONDEROGA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL TEAM FOR ADVANCING TO THE CLASS C STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Moved by Mr. Giordano, unanimous seconded. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Anything further to come before the committee?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Finance Committee it was 
adjourned at 11:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


