
FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 
Monday, November 19, 2018 - 10:30 AM 

 
 
Thomas Scozzafava, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 
Vice-Chairman Politi called this Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee Meeting to 
order at 10:15 a.m. with the following Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Ron Jackson, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Joe Pete Wilson, Charles Harrington and Roby Politi.  
Dean Montroy, James Monty, Thomas Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Randy Preston were 
previously excused.  
 
Department heads present were:  Laurie DeZalia, Michael Diskin, Judy Garrison, and Daniel 
Palmer. Dan Manning was absent.  Joseph Provoncha and Charli Lewis had been previously 
excused. 
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan and Dave Wainwright 
 
News Media present:  Pete DeMola - Sun News  
 
 
POLITI:  Okay good morning everyone.  I love this power.  I’m going to ask if you have any 
questions today that they be stated concisely and full sentences. (laughter) 
You know it’s nice to be up here again. I did talk with Scozzafava this morning and he wanted 
me to tell you that he feels like a new man.  He’ll now be able to walk without wavering of 
course I said walk, not think (laughter) but he is feeling better and he wishes you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 
I guess Joe Provoncha has been excused this morning.  He has submitted his report.  In his 
report you will note that Brenda LaPierre has announced her resignation as Deputy and Tom 
asked me to request a resolution of appreciation for her years of service to the Essex County 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO BRENDA LAPIERRE FOR HER YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO THE ESSEX COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE. 
Gillilland, unanimous 
 
POLITI:  Thank you very much for the unanimous second. 
Any questions at all with regard to – go ahead you want to make a resolution Noel? 
 
MERRIHEW: Yes Mr. Provoncha had forwarded a consideration for a resolution for Champlain 
National Bank and the purpose of changing the authorized signers on County Clerk and 
Department of Motor Vehicle bank accounts. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF ACCOUNT CHANGES WITH RESPECT 
TO ACCOUNTS HELD BY THE COUNTY CLERK DEPARTMENT AND MOTOR VEHICLES 
WITH CHAMPLAIN NATIONAL BANK AND CHANGING THE AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES.  
Merrihew, Morrow 
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POLITI: Any questions or discussion on this resolution?  All in favor, so moved.  Anything else?  
Any other resolutions Noel?  Okay. 
 

******************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Auditor’s Office with Laurie DeZalia reporting as 
follows: 
 
DEZALIA:  Mr. Politi asked me to keep it long and juicy today since Tommy wasn’t here so I will. 
 
POLITI:  (laughter) That’s right. 
 
DEZALIA:  It’s a short week.  We’re very busy. When Jim’s department is busy, Community 
Resources is busy, Purchasing is busy we have to pay the bills. We’re busy.  Any questions on 
the report? 
 
POLITI: Anyone have any questions?  Lengthy questions? 
 
DEZALIA:  Thank you. 
 
POLITI:  Thanks Laurie. 

 
************************** 

 
 The next item on the agenda was the Real Property Office with Dave Wainwright 
reporting as follows: 
 
WAINWRIGHT:  Good morning.  I’m Dave Wainwright. 
 
POLITI:  Dave Wainwright is here for Charli this morning. 
 
WAINWRIGHT:  I’ve just got a few things. We had a GIS conference at the end of October Nate 
Houck was our tax map technician and GIS technician.  He and I attended a conference on the 
latest developments on our GIS. Since then we’ve met with people from Public Health as well as 
Transportation in order to discuss with them what GIS can do to make their projects a little bit 
more successful. We set up both departments with our GIS online account and look forward to 
working with them and give them any guidance or help they might need. 
As far as relevy water, sewer and school relevies are starting to come in as far as town budgets 
for the 2019 town and county tax rate. 
An assessors association met on October 23 those are all the town assessors met here.  We 
gave them some clarification on the State’s new guidelines for exemptions and STAR income 
verification program.  It means a lot of extra work for the assessors for this year but in the future 
the process should be a little bit easier. Also, two of our assessors were recognized at the 
Annual Meeting of the New York State Assessor’s Association Tom Erikson of Schroon as a 
fifteen year member and Mike Marsden of North Hudson as a thirty year member so 
congratulations to both of them. 
As far as our budget goes to date we have expenditures totaling $816,357.12 and revenues 
totaling $120,628.24 most of our revenue starts to come in this time of year from re-levies and 
printing fees, tax roll bills, maps, labels, etc.  So that’s all I’ve got. 
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POLITI: Any questions? 
 
GILLILLAND:   I’d like to move a resolution of congratulations to the Assessors of Schroon and 
North Hudson. 
 
POLITI:  A unanimous second gentlemen?  Thank you very much. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO TOWN OF SCHROON ASSESSOR, THOMAS 
ERIKSON A FIFTEEN YEAR MEMBER AND TOWN OF NORTH HUDSON ASSESSOR, 
MICHAEL MARSDEN A THIRTY YEAR MEMBER; WHO WERE RECENTLY RECOGNIZED 
AT THE NEW YORK STATE ANNUAL ASSESSOR’S ASSOCIATION MEETING. 
Gillilland, unanimous 
 
POLITI: Thanks Dave.  No other questions? 
 
WAINWRIGHT: Thank you. 
 

************************ 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the County Manager with Dan Palmer reporting as 
follows: 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, under the IT department I do need a resolution authorizing the purchase of a 
Virtual Private Network appliance.  We had this in the budget and we looked at it and what 
happened was our current VPN appliance reached end of life. The company offered to 
essentially give us if we do the renewal this month we would end up saving almost $10,000 
doing it now so I removed it from the ’19 budget and took it out of this year’s budget so I need a 
resolution authorizing the purchase of that VPN appliance at a cost of, it’s $9.908.00 so in an 
amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A VIRTUAL PRIVATE NETWORK (VPN) 
APPLIANCE IN THE INFORMATION SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT AT A COST NOT TO 
EXCEED $10,000.00. 
Morrow, Moore 
 
POLITI:  Any further discussion on the resolution gentlemen?  All in favor thank you. 
 
PALMER: Tentative budgets are on your desks. We are scheduled for the public hearing on the 
budget on next Monday at 9:30 that’s according to our rules.  Once the public hearing is done 
essentially the budget becomes yours. We are scheduled for a regular session starting at the 
regular meeting in December where you can make changes or alter whatever you need to do.  
It’s possible you could adopt at that regular meeting if that’s what you chose.  If not, you would 
have to schedule a special meeting to do any additional changes to the budget so that’s kind of 
where we are with the budget.  It is within the cap.  It’s 2.68%.  It represents a change in tax rate 
of two cents per thousand. The calculated tax rate is 3.27 based upon the latest assessed value 
that would change to 3.29 per thousand so per $100,000 house somebody would pay $2.00 
more a year in county tax based upon that amount we’re asking for in the levy. 
 
POLITI: Dan what are you anticipating fund balance being? 
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PALMER: Fund balance is in the $20 million range right now. 
 
POLITI:  $20 million? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
JACKSON:  Under Mike’s, Treasurer’s Office he has a resolution accepting the chargeback 
levys for 2019. 
 
PALMER:  Yeah we can do that.  I’m not sure where Mike is but we can go back to that if you 
like.  I can do that one.  Okay so I need a resolution authorizing the chargebacks for 2019 self-
insurance. 
 
POLITI:  Which one is it?  The chargebacks? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
POLITI:  A resolution authorizing the levy of the charge backs for 2019. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF THE CHARGE BACKS FOR 2019 SELF-
INSURANCE CHARGES AND 2018 REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES CHARGES TO 
VARIOUS TOWNS OF ESSEX COUNTY. 
Moore, Merrihew 
 
POLITI:  Further comments or discussion gentlemen on the chargebacks resolution?  All in 
favor, so moved. 
You have a copy of Mike’s report. Mike is actually with someone in his office right now. You 
have a copy of his report.  You’ll note that occupancy tax is up substantially and sales tax 
continues to be ahead. Anybody got any questions in regards to Mike’s report?  No? Okay.  
Anything else to come before this Finance committee? 
 
GARRISON:  Did you want to move the one for the Moriah Football Team? 
 
POLITI:  Yes, I have one other resolution. Tom requested a resolution of congratulations to the 
Moriah Central School Boys Varsity Football Team for winning the 2018 NYS Public High 
School Athletic Association Class D Regional Championship with Maddox Blaise the most 
valuable offensive player and Michael Rollins as most valuable defense player.   So I’ll move 
that.  A unanimous second, thank you. 
 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MORIAH CENTRAL SCHOOL BOYS 
VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2018 NYS PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION CLASS D REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WITH MADDOX BLAISE 
AWARDED THE MOST VALUABLE OFFENSIVE PLAYER AND MICHAEL ROLLINS 
AWARDED THE MOST VALUABLE DEFENSE PLAYER. 
Politi, unanimous 
 
POLITI:  Any other resolutions to come before this committee? 
 
DOUGAN: Mike will be right over. 



Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee 
Monday, November 19, 2018  5 
 
 
POLITI:  He will?  Does anyone want to hear from Mike?  I don’t know does he have anything 
else? 
 
PALMER:  I don’t think so.  I know I talked to him earlier, he didn’t mention anything else. 
 
POLITI: Okay since everyone feels they need to move on – 
 
PALMER:  Wait a minute I heard the door.  There he is. 
 
POLITI: Hello Mike. 
 
PALMER:  We were almost ready to quit on you.  We were like two seconds from quitting on 
you. 
 
POLITI: We passed the chargeback resolution. 
 
PALMER:  We did the chargeback. 
 
DISKIN: Okay I’m not going to go through the rest of this then. Actually I’m interviewing some 
people over there for a position so that’s why I’m late.  I thought I had until 10:30.  Just one thing 
I did want to add and I got these in late.  I got two bills in concerning the bond anticipation note 
that we did for the highway equipment so I need a resolution to pay fiscal advisers $5600.00 in 
conjunction with that and that would come out of the proceeds of the bond anticipation note and 
I believe even though we are under contract with our bond counsel we probably don’t need a 
resolution it might be good to get a resolution to pay our bond counsel.  We switched bond 
counsel by the way.  We are now using Orrick Herrington LLP which most of you are familiar 
with Orrick if you’ve done it before so we’re with Orrick now and their amount is $3,252.50. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF $5,600.00 TO FISCAL ADVISORS AND 
MARKETING, INC. FOR THE SERVICES RENDERED IN CONNECTION WITH $1.586 
MILLION BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE FOR EQUIPMENT PURCHASES IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS 
Morrow, Gillilland 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF $3,252.50 TO ORRICK HERRINGTON LTP 
FOR SERVICES RENDERED IN CONNECTION WITH BOND COUNSEL. 
Morrow, Gillilland  
 
POLITI:  Any further comments or discussion?  All in favor.  Anything else Mike? 
 
DISKIN: I don’t think there’s anything else. You’ve got my reports, my notes and everything is 
pretty basic stuff.   
The one thing on the resolution I know the resolution was written and it said to pay this by the 
3rd I believe but we’ll need to change it to the fourth because I think you moved your meeting to 
the 4th.  We want to change that resolution on the bottom to say on the close of business by 
December 4.  I will change this and get it up to the County Attorney. 
 
POLITI:  Okay anything else?  Any other questions for Mike? Alright thank you Mike. Thank you 
all have a nice Thanksgiving with family.  We are adjourned. 
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 As there was no further discussion to come before this Finance Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:28 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 

 
 

 
 


