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Tammy Bushey and Jim Dougan.  Jim McKenna had been previously excused. Aurora McCaffery 
was absent. 

 
News Media present: Lohr McKinstry - Sun News 
  

MERRIHEW: I would like to call this Economic Development Committee to order.  
So, the first on the agenda today, we have Miss Carol Calabrese from the Industrial Developmental 
Agency. The report has been submitted, are there any questions for Carol this morning? Could we 
please have Carol come forward?  
 
CALABRESE: Good morning 
 
MONTY: As you know Noel and I met yesterday, Friday with the CO from Slick, Kevin Lynch on two 
proposals that he’s doing just in the Elizabethtown Lewis area and one of the things that came up 
and he was sharing, there’s a program somewhere in New York State where they, I guess the 
income tax, excuse me, property taxes on poles are based on the build out now, when they’re taxed, 
the company’s taxed and there’s an area that has gone to a revenue based property tax and I guess 
my question is, is there something that we as a County can do to look at this, I don’t know if it would 
be through the IDA, if it’s through the Finance Committee, Real Property, I’m not sure where to start 
with this, but this is something that we could look at, possibility to encourage these companies to 
come into our communities and do this work, because it’s quite expensive, one of the big, 
staggering dollar amounts was the cost per pole for these companies coming in to do the work. 
National Grid is almost $17,000.00 to do and then their build out goes from there, well their property 
taxes are based on that build out per pole. NYSEG is approximately $4,000.00, so their tax based 
on NYSEG, the property tax will be less, obviously, because of the build out for that pole at 
$4,000.00 versus the build out on National Grid pole, so I guess my question is, is there something 
that we can look at as a County on maybe, Dan you can offer something, I’m not sure.   
 
PALMER: I’m not either, really.  
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CALABRESE: I have no idea.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: My understanding, I could be wrong, the fees that National Grid pay in regards to 
property tax of those poles is set by the State under special utilities. I don’t believe it’s even 
negotiable at our level, but the best place to discuss this would be with Charli Lewis. On the Real 
Property that’s a whole different story. We’ve been in court  with National Grid, but the pole, I mean 
if you watch, the Senate held a hearing committee with the Public Service Commission in regards to 
this very issue and National Grid absolutely is a big hurdle that they need to get over to get 
permission from National Grid to say, you know we’re so far behind and the regulations that we have 
to meet, such as height requirements, so on and so forth, when the cross highways, so you know I 
think there’s a lot of regulations out there, hopefully the Senate when they have this hearing listen, 
because these rules that are holding us back here are all rules that have been set in place by the 
State of New York. National Grid, they can set the fee as to what they’re going to charge you to hang 
on their poles and I’m not sure if that’s regulated or not.  
 
MONTY: They brought that to the Public Service Commission and the Public Service Commission 
says well, there’s nothing we can do, that’s the cost of doing business.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The whole issue and I’ve had this conversation with Senate Little and Dan Stec, the 
Public Service Commission has way too much on their plate; okay? Years ago, Governor Pataki, 
Mario Cuomo, they had a, they called it the Cable Commission, Ron you might remember, Tom 
Isabella, they dealt only with that issue, period and then for whatever reason they dissolved that and 
they went and put everything under the Public Service Commission, now, which really in their 
defense, just don’t, they got way too much deal with as it is. So, Albany needs to focus just on this 
one issue and let that one agency deal with this one area, alone. Otherwise we’re not going to get 
anywhere.  
 
MONTY: And I am going to believe that the Governor would want this, since his proposal is for 100% 
broadband to the Adirondacks, to the North Country and statewide and that’s quite a cost effective 
method, it’s costing them to build out for their National Grid poles, you’re talking almost 4 times the 
amount of money to do the same attachment, it makes no sense and then for, and then to me, for 
the Public Service Commission to say, well, that’s the cost of doing business, that’s wrong.  
 
MERRIHEW: But, I think that they need to level the playing field, just the information that we 
received at the meeting was, the cost analysis for allowance of charges to the facilities that bid on 
these projects. Whereas, National Grid is allowed to charge without deprecation the replacement of 
their poles. Whereas, NYSEG has said, yes, we have audited these poles, these 10 poles, 3 of them 
really need replacements, that’s our responsibility, not the installer. National Grid is just the opposite 
and the data that they’ve shown just seems like a real discrepancy within the comptroller’s oversight 
and the Public Safety Commission.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Absolutely 
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MERRIHEW: So, hopefully they’ll be able to deal with that to try and lower the cost of municipalities, 
like North Hudson, Schroon Lake, those are the ones that were used as examples.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: There is no question that National Grid is a big part of the problem. You know we, 
unfortunately there’s not a lot we can do except make a lot of noise at this level. The problem’s 
down in Albany. They need to change some of these crazy regulations that exist down there and 
they want to see broadband, the Governor wants to see it expanded, but yet they throw these 
hurdles out in front of them every step of the way.  
 
MERRIHEW: One of the other questions that I think we had for the IDA was, once the build out has 
been completed, some of the examples they had given us, say up on Route 9 South here, where 
they say we have been awarded this line, everything on the right hand side of the road, the left side, 
for whatever reason is not part of the bid, so we were asking would there be an opportunity for the 
municipality to enter into a phase partnering with the public, the IDA to help incentivize private build 
out from the municipality?  
 
CALABRESE: I think it’s something that we can certainly look into.  
 
MERRIHEW: Okay 
 
CALABRESE: You know, if I could get more information from you, we could find out, at least from a 
legal standpoint if it’s allowable and then you know pending the answer to that, if it’s yes, then I think 
we should sit down and have a meeting and learn more about it and find out how we could 
potentially move that forward.  
 
MERRIHEW: Okay, thank you and I apologize for not prepping you for this today and I knew that 
there wouldn’t be any real answers.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: A municipality, I mean you can do that now, because whoever your provider is, I 
mean we receive a franchise fee. You get paid an incentive for every one of those customers that 
they have in your community and you can actually use that money to help towards expansion of the 
system or you know, depending upon how you want to use it, but to answer your question, you can 
use that franchise, you can negotiate that in your agreement that you have with them, which we 
don’t have one and hasn’t since 2014, that’s one of the sticklers.  
 
MONTY: You get paid monthly?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes 
 
MONTY: With no franchise agreement?  
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SCOZZAFAVA: Correct, they’ve got to continue to pay us based on the old one. We haven’t had 
one in place since ’14. 
 
MCNALLY: Well, while we’re on the subject of National “Greed”, or Grid, this tariff on this street 
lighting is ridiculous. At any time we have 10% - 15% streetlights not working and it takes 10-15 
days to get them turned back on and in the meantime we’re paying a tariff per pole for our street 
lighting. The problem with the street lighting, because it’s owned by National Grid we’re using 
antiquated components on the poles and allowing them to charge us this great deal of money for our 
streetlights and they don’t seem to want to retrofit their poles to lower the cost of the taxes and it’s 
an ongoing and it takes 10-15 days to send in the list of what needs to be repaired and they’ll come 
out and fix it and in the meantime they’ll drive past two that’s out, that’s not on the list and then if you 
want to get a pole removed it’s a 2 year process or a new pole put in or one taken out. It’s very 
frustrating at the local level.  
 
MERRIHEW: We appreciate that insight. Any further questions for Carol while she’s here 
considering the IDA or Empire Zone?  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, in regards to the Adirondack Meat Company is that company still functioning?  
 
CALABRESE: At this point it’s moved into a legal issue and our attorney is handling all of those 
details. So, I don’t actually have a specific answer for you, but if you want to contact me at the office, 
I’d be happy to address your question and present it to our attorney to find out what the answer is.  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, I am, this involves the company located in Ticonderoga, am I correct?  
 
CALABRESE: Yes 
 
HARRINGTON: And you don’t know whether they’re taking animals?  
 
CALABRESE: At this time they’re actually not open, that I do know. I have confirmed that. I don’t 
know what their future plans are, but at this point in time they are not open.  
 
HARRINGTON: They’re not open. Is it for sale?  
 
CALABRESE: It has been for sale, yes.  
 
HARRINGTON: It is for sale.  
 
CALABRESE: They have it listed with a real estate agent.  
 
HARRINGTON: There’s totally, totally a need for this and I’m hopeful that something will occur 
whereby the local farmers will be accommodated by this service.  
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MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Harrington. Any further questions?  
 
MCNALLY: What is the claw back rating on that, as far as monies?  
 
CALABRESE: The call back?  
 
MCNALLY: The claw back, how is that?  
 
CALABRESE: I have this much documents on it, so I can’t specifically give you all the liens and the 
collateral, but we do have a collateral position, several of them and anytime a business gets into a 
position where either they close their doors or they can no longer pay their loan, then the entire loan, 
we have the ability to call the outstanding balance and any additional legal fees that may be required 
as a result to bring resolution to the outstanding balance.  
 
MCNALLY: Is that the first or second position on that?  
 
CALABRESE: We have multiple positions, between you know, different pieces of collateral. So, I 
don’t have that information, but I do have it at the office. So, if you do want the information, if you 
can contact me I can give you that, because those documents are… 
 
MCNALLY: Is there a bank involved in this?  
 
CALABRESE: Yes, there is, has been from the beginning. You know, just for the record, usually the 
only way the IDA loan fund can participate, I shouldn’t say usually, the only way the IDA Loan Fund 
can participate is if we look at that gap in financing and so the gap is either that the bank and the 
equity is this amount and we can look at whatever’s leftover.  
 
MCNALLY: If there’s a bank involved I assume that probably it sells for less than they owe the bank, 
they’ll pay the bank first and we’ll get whatever is left?  
 
CALABRESE: That would be a very good assumption. Typically, banks take first on everything.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, further questions?  
 
HARRINGTON: In regards to the Adirondack Meat Company, it seems to me that maybe as 
something, somewhat similar to the processing plants for milk, and dairy products from Vermont, 
whereby they answer has been to the establishment of cooperatives. I am wondering if that has 
been explored in regards to this?  
 
CALABRESE: At this point it is still a privately owned business, so I’m not sure what they’ve 
explored specifically in reference to different uses of the building. I just know that they do and have 
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had it listed with a real estate agent.  
 
HARRINGTON: I think that this maybe an option that ought to be explored.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, anything further for Ms. Calabrese?  
Thank you Carol, appreciate you taking your time.  
 
CALABRESE: Thank you.  
 
MERRIHEW: Next on the agenda, the very busy Miss Anna Reynolds.  
 
 

******************************* 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
 
REYNOLDS: Morning, first on the list is one 239M referral in the Village of Saranac Lake, located at 
30 Clinton Ave., a conversion of a historic carriage house from a garage to a single family residence 
and some upgrades there. The project does not impact County property at all and therefore a no 
impact letter should be distributed.  
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Politi. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on March 12, 2018. 
 
 REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Village of Saranac Lake -                 30 Clinton Ave. -

garage to single family residence conversion      
           
  

  Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of no impact is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Marnell and passed on a vote of 8 in favor, 1 
absent, and none opposed. 
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MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the referral? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries. Thank you 
 
REYNOLDS: There are a couple of resolutions rolling over for the new year. There’s four grants, the 
first one is a budget amendment request, increase appropriations, $31,327.62 for the DEC 
Recycling Program.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT, INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$31,327.62, DEC RECYCLING PROGRAM.  
Moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Harrington and Mr. Politi.  
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the motion? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries. Thank you 
 
REYNOLDS: The second one is a budget amendment request to increase appropriations to 
$948,388.69 for the NYSERDA Cleaner Greener Project.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT, INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$948,388.69, NYSERDA CLEANER GREENER PROJECT.  
Moved by Mr. Harrington, seconded by Mr. Tyler.  
 
MERRIHEW: On the NYSERDA, questions or comments? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: The third one is the budget amendment request to increase appropriations to 
$146,946.49 for the New York State DOS Local Waterfront Grant.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT, INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$146,946.49, NEW YORK STATE DOS LOCAL WATERFRONT GRANT.  
Moved by Mr. Harrington, seconded by Mr. Moore.  
 
MERRIHEW: On the motion, questions or comments?  
 
PALMER: And just so you understand, these are not new. These are simply carryover ones from last 
year for the new state fiscal year.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you for that clarification, with that being said, questions? Being none, all those 
in favor? Opposed? Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: The forth was a budget amendment request to increase appropriations to $12,786.00 
for the National Heritage Trust/DEC, 5 towns, one goal and just to clarify, this one is for the North 
Hudson portion of the five towns.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
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DEPARTMENT, INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$12,786.00, NATIONAL HERITAGE TRUST/DEC, 5 TOWNS ONE GOAL PROJECT.  
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Depo.  
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the motion? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries, thank you.  
 
REYNOLDS: The final resolution, there is a grant program awarded December 2017, there was no 
application. It was awarded to every county in the State; which is my understanding, every planning 
office received a letter. The target area was defined by the New York State DEC and the target area, 
they chose was on Lake Champlain in the Town of Willsboro and the County does have to 
administer this program. So, a miscellaneous resolution request to accept the New York State DEC 
Septic System replacement grant program with up to a maximum aggregate of $150,000.00.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT 
THE NEW YORK STATE DEC SEPTIC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT GRANT PROGRAM WITH UP 
TO A MAXIMUM AGGREGATE OF $150,000.00 
Moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded Mr. Moore  
 
PALMER: And this one is new. This is for replacing private septic systems on that particular target 
area, selected by the State.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you 
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, we didn’t know this was coming. This $150,000.00 which goes out there, the 
interesting thing is this is in Willsboro Point, where there is a tremendous amount of second houses 
and the center of the Point is kind of our lower income area, on the water is the higher income area. 
DEC for some reason said it can only apply to properties within 250 feet of the lake.  
 
MERRIHEW: Unbelievable, thank you for that clarification. Further questions or comments on the 
motion?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: This isn’t income driven or no match?  
 
GILLILLAND: As far as I know it’s not.  
 
PALMER: Nope 
 
REYNOLDS: It’s not income driven.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments?  
All those in favor of the motion? Opposed? Motion carries. Thank you very much.  
 
REYNOLDS: And to continue on the recycling program, on your desk is a why recycle pamphlet. 
Hannah is the recycling coordinator and I am just going to have you flip to the last page, I find it, I 
like charts and graphs. So, in the two years that we started the program, you’ve probably seen the 
green and blue bins around the whole county complex. We were able to save 5 ¼ tons of garbage; 
which equates to a couple hundred dollars over the past two years, so if we continue to encourage 
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recycling here at the County, that’s dollars saved. So, I find that very interesting and exciting, so 
continue to participate and spread the word.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, positive statistical data helps. I think in incentivizes that.  
 
REYNOLDS: Yes 
 
MCNALLY: Yeah, we’re encouraging recycling in Minerva. We can see the difference in our monthly 
trash bill, by the ton, but again is there any help out there for electronics or e-waste recycling?  
 
REYNOLDS: I think there is a program through DEC. I don’t know the details right off the top, but 
that’s something that I can look into.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They had a great program and then they discontinued. Now we have to pay for all 
the those electronics, unless it’s a new flat screen television, there’s a cost to get rid of every bit of it, 
the monitors, and it’s expensive, very expensive. I think we’re all probably using the same, with the 
exception of North Elba, the company that comes.  
 
MCNALLY: The problem that we’re seeing is paying for e-waste, getting rid of e-waste, we’re having 
to charge more at the transfer station and what we’re finding out is they make excellent boat 
anchors in the stream. You can buy a TV for a $100.00 now, but it’s $150.00 to get rid of it, you’re 
going to find them over banks all over the Adirondacks.  
 
MERRIHEW:  Further questions or comments for Ms. Reynolds?  
 
MONTY: The answer to Tom’s question about the State, I mean we have to report as a municipality, 
every year and if your report isn’t on time, they’re going to fine you $1,500.00 a day until your report 
is in. That is the last email that I just got and my report was already sent in, yet they’re requiring us to 
do this, yet offering no help.  
 
MERRIHEW: That’s a good point.  
Further comments or questions?  
 
JACKSON: We’ve talked about this before and I know some others are in favor also, expanding the 
number of recyclable of plastics. We were going to do some research and anything back from Serkil 
on that?  
 
PALMER: I have talked to Tony and he is scheduled to come up in the next week or so and we’re 
going to bring that up as an issue, specifically.  
 
JACKSON: Thank you, I appreciate it.  
 
MERRIHEW: Yes, I think that’s good.  
 
MARNELL: Are they accepting glass now or crushing it in the ground?  
 
PALMER: I’m not sure, Jim could tell me for sure.  
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DOUGAN: Essex County’s glass is crushed and there’s a local contractor that owns a pit who mixes 
it into his sand and gravel that he provides.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Dougan.  
Further questions or comments for Community Resources? Thank you very much.  
 
REYNOLDS: Thanks 
 
MERRIHEW: Enjoy all your work of your department.  
Next, I do not see Aurora here for our historian.  
 
 

***************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Essex County Historian with Aurora McCaffery having 
been absent and no report was given.  
 
 

******************************* 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Cornell Cooperative Extension with Rick Levitre reporting 
as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: I believe you’ve all received his report, Linda Gillilland is here also. Thank you very 
much. 
 
LEVITRE: Good morning, you have my report on activities since the last meeting, unless there’s 
questions I would like to do something a little special today for a young man, a 4H member and if 
you’ve heard me over the last year we’ve talked about 4H being more than just cows and cooking 
and that what we’re trying to do and have been for the last 100 years, even before I started, is work 
on education and enabling and empowering young people to be our future leaders and I would like 
at this time, if I might, to ask the Chair and Vice Chair of this Body and the Supervisor from the Town 
of Jay to come up, but also Connor Bushey, if he would come up as well, to receive a Presidential 
Award.  
 
MERRIHEW: Could all people please come forward for the awarding, please.  
 
LEVITRE: Connor is a 15 year old freshman at AuSable Valley Central High School. Connor’s 
parents are Tammy and Brad Bushey and Tammy is back there with camera ready.  
Connor has been in 4H along with his twin brother Seth beginning in Cloverbuds at age 5. Connor 
has pursued a variety of interests during his 4H career, including environmental science, 
woodworking, quilting, food preservation, 4H shooting sports, he is a 4H junior instructor in the rifle 
discipline and public presentations. Public presentation skills enabled Connor to tackle the daunting 
challenge of speaking at area schools in both Essex and Clinton Counties to challenge and 
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persuade both students and teachers to participate in the polar plunge; which he is going to be 
asking everybody here to participate in, to support and fundraise for Special Olympics. Connor on 
his own has raised enough funds to allow 40 local Special Olympians to participate.  
Connor and his brother come from a family with both a strong and long line of civic engagement and 
community services and both youth serve their community as volunteer fireman as well. 
The AuSable Echoes 4H Club has been in existence for close to 70 years and was started by their 
great grandmother. 
At this time I will present this award to Chairman Preston, let me just read off a little bit more; this is 
to be presented to Connor as the President’s Volunteer Service Award. This award recognizes 
Americans of all ages who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to service their 
communities and their country and on behalf of President Donald J. Trump, Connor has been 
awarded the Prudential Spirit of Community Award for his volunteer service with the Polar Plunge, 
raising awareness and money for Special Olympics. Please join me and others in congratulating his 
young man. (Applause)  
Connor do you have a few words for the audience?  
 
BUSHEY: I don’t know, I don’t have much to say. Thanks for letting me be here today and allowing 
me to get this award.  
 
PRESTON: You earned it.  
 
LEVITRE: And thank you for this opportunity, to bring this before this Board.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much for bringing that forward to us and Connor, thank you very 
much, congratulations, it’s a very, very big achievement.  
 
GILLILLAND: Connor are you going to get everybody to do the Polar Plunge here?  
 
MERRIHEW: Now’s the time.  
This morning the Regional Office, Jim McKenna is out of Country, so we have no report for 
Economic Development. As everyone, I believe is aware, with all the hard work, the partnertry and 
the participation, they have been awarded the University Games, I believe is in 2023. I think the 
exciting part about that, besides just bringing people here to show off our county, is the anticipated 
investment from the State into our infrastructure over in Lake Placid, but I know that you’ve all been 
aware. I just thought that that would be sort of a notable reminder. When Jim comes back maybe 
he’ll have bigger news for us at that time.  
Is there any further business to come before the Economic Development Committee?  
Being none, we stand adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:40 AM. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


