
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, July 9, 2018 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 

Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 
10:41 am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun 
Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, 
Dean Montroy Ronald Moore, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, Michael 
Marnell, and James Monty. Jerry Morrow and Tom Scozzafava had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Anna Reynolds and Daniel Palmer. Dan Manning was absent.  

 
Also present: Dina Garvey, Jim Dougan, Jody Olcott, Rick LeVitre, and Jim McKenna. Aurora 

McCaffery was absent. 
 
News Media present: Kim Dedam - Sun News 
  

MERRIHEW: Good morning everyone, we will call the Economic Development Committee to order. 
First on the agenda we do have Miss Jody Olcott.  
 
OLCOTT: Morning, so my resolution request is for approval of the PILOT that we proposed for the 
sale of Lot #1 at the Moriah Business Park. A real quick, very, very, brief, purchased the Moriah 
Business Park, 32 acres in 1995, have been tax exempt and off the rolls since then. We secured 
Pre-Tech Plastics to lease our first building, which was 22,000 square feet in 1998. So, they’ve been 
with us for about 20 years. We have been talking about negotiating a potential sale of this building 
for a very long time and the IDA Board ultimately decided that it was time to sell this building to 
them, secures their location here in Essex County. They originally came to us with 8 employees in 
1998, they’re at 32 full time manufacturing jobs, now. The proposed PILOT is an incentive that we’re 
offering with the sale of the building. The sale of the building is going to be at fair market value. 
We’ve conducted 3 appraisals, it’s $530,000.00. 
Revenue generated from the Moriah Business Park, as I explained to the Town and the School goes 
back into Moriah Business Park, it helps us develop infrastructure for the remaining property in the 
Park. IDA, we built our 32,000 square foot for High Peaks Hospice. We put in an additional road, 
water and sewer; which help us to secure Whistle Pig. 
It’s really, I’m not going to say it’s a no brainer PILOT, but I mean it’s been off the tax rolls since we 
purchased it in ’95. This is an opportunity to get it back on the tax rolls to create what we’re calling 
new revenue for each of the tax entities and it allows Pre-Tech to purchase the building, have a few 
years at 100% tax exemption and we’re working with them on the potential expansion of that 
building, 1,000 square feet, maybe, potentially more space than that to do their future expansion.  
That’s really brief, but.  
 
MERRIHEW: That’s very good, even though it is brief.  
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OLCOTT: 10 year Schedule A, so it’s at 100% for year one and two, drops down to 50% and then 
decreases after that. I don’t know if you got the spreadsheet that I attached what potential revenue 
was.  
 
MERRIHEW: Yes 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TEN (10) YEAR PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILOT) 
AGREEMENT  WITH PRE-TECH PLASTICS UPON THE PURCHASE OF LOT #1 IN THE TOWN 
OF MORIAH BUSINESS PARK IN THE AMOUNT OF $530,000.00 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Depo 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions, comments, discussion?  
 
POLITI: Did we build the building, Essex County?  
 
OLCOTT: Actually Mr. Scozzafava got a grant back in 1995 to construct the building. Somehow 
back then, you know, somebody had some crazy money left over, a million dollars built the building.  
 
POLITI: How much?  
 
OLCOTT: A million. So we had nothing into it at that point. I mean we have overhead expenses, but 
yeah.  
 
MERRIHEW: I thought I heard that we built it for a million sold it for $500,000.00? 
 
OLCOTT: Well, you’re talking about 25 years, deprecation.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments on the resolution? Being none, all those in favor? 
Opposed? Motion carries 
Further business or questions? Being none, thank you very much Jody, appreciate it.  
 
OLCOTT: Thank you 
 

***************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Community Resources Department with Anna 
Reynolds reporting as follows.   
 
REYNOLDS: I don’t have a report, but if anyone has any questions?  
 
MERRIHEW: We always have questions. Does anyone have any questions for Anna today?  
No, you are in luck. Thank you very much for all your efforts Anna.  
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**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Essex County Historian with Aurora McCaffrey absent. 
  
 

***************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Cooperative Extension with Rick Levitre reporting as 
follows: 
 
LEVITRE: How are you?  
 
MERRIHEW: Busy time of the season, for you, I know.  
 
LEVITRE: I used to think this was the busiest time of the season when I was an Ag agent, then I got 
to know all the other people in the professions in Extension and I don’t think there is a slow time.  
I’ve highlighted in my report some of the major activities that have happened in the last month. I’ve 
also put in a couple of programs that are coming up. I listed the Cornell University research opened 
a farmhouse in Willsboro that is happening tomorrow and the reason I do that is it’s not just because 
it’s Cornell, it’s not just because it’s research of agriculture, but some of the work that’s being done 
there is being done by two of our former, ag educator and now a regional specialist, Amy Ivy and Dr. 
Carly Summers from our office in Essex County are doing research there as well and they take that 
information and bring it out to the farmers and write it up as well.  
The other thing that happens is, always this time of year, the 4H activities moving towards fair time, 
nutrition counseling is ongoing, working with doctors and clinics across the County.  
We work on an arthritis grant with seniors and have impact of that is that the seniors feel more 
comfortable in being able to go out and shop and move around the County, because they have 
strength and through the exercise program, nutrition education that we provide. That may not sound 
like very much, but all of us at some point are going to get to that age and we’re going to want to still 
be moving around.  
Also want to point out a couple of things, one is I included a picture of the young people from our 
county and a couple from a few other counties that were there, kids exploring Careers Ex at Cornell 
University. What that is, they spend a week down there and they work with the faculty and they work 
in laboratories and they get to study and use the equipment in laboratories to understand science 
better and look at it as a career, possible career and they’re actually working, as I say, with the 
faculty that are doing to research and explain that to them. Now, that’s really key and we have the 
opportunity to do that. It’s a program that happens every year and we bring 100’s of 4H down there. 
The other thing is, as we all know, not all of us are going to get into the science or college and 
beyond, but many and many should be looking at the trades and that is an area that I think is too 
often neglected. We do a lot of it within Extension, just because agriculture is one of those, because 
they’re using welding and electrical and on and on and on at the farm, but 4H has a lot of projects 
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related to that as well and our newest endeavor and we’re starting it in Franklin County and I’m 
looking at moving it down here as well and I have one of our staff doing some work on it and that’s 
the work with both the trade people and electronics and HVAC and carpentry, welding, etc., and 
work with those kids in junior and senior high that really don’t want to be there, but we don’t want 
them to leave either and if we can put together programs that have an interest, hands-on and we 
can do that then perhaps they’ll want to go into the trades and it’s no better time than right now when 
they’re also being looked at as an associated degree in the trades through the community college. 
So, I just emphasize that 4H is not just cows and cooking. It goes way beyond that and it’s 
happening here in Essex County and it’s happening in the region and I just wanted to leave that with 
you today, as well as my report, so thank you.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Rick. Questions or comments?  
 
HARRINGTON: Have you presented your proposal to Champlain Valley Educational Services?  
 
LEVITRE: At this point, I have made contact there and as I said I have a staff member looking at 
getting some people on board, if you will, first. I don’t want to go in full, that’s not my way.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments? Being none, thank you very much Rick.  
 
LEVITRE: Thank you 
 

***************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST) with Jim 
McKenna reporting as follows: 
 
MCKENNA: Just a little, from last year we have 7 towns that did not submit their tourism 
enhancement forms, so we’re resending them today. Just so you know there’s 7 towns and we’re 
sending them all out again today, so we would like to get those cleaned up, because it is last year. 
So, that is that point.  
Another thing too, I’ve been talking with our Vice-Chairman, Shaun from Willsboro and we’ve been 
talking about the fairgrounds and developing a task force to sort of take a look, a short-term task 
force. We’re looking at engaging in September and October and try to come up with a plan that sort 
of looks at the fairgrounds and comes up with some recommendations on how we might be able to 
utilize it more. I did a little outline, would you like me to pass it around?  
 
MERRIHEW: Okay 
 
MCKENNA: So, the concept would be, it’s based on something that we tried, we’ve done this in a 
couple of other areas. The most recent one, we did a task force for the North Country Regional 
Economic Development Council on lodging throughout the region and how we structured it is that 
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we did some very set meetings, 6 to 8 meetings, you know once a week, sometimes twice a week, 
kept them to 45 minutes to an hour, brought in some outside folks on a volunteer basis that have 
experience in this type of thing and we’ll try, what we’ll try to do is really summarizing and bring a 
report back to this Board sometime in early November, that will look, we’ll do a little market analysis, 
look at some opportunities and then come up with something we think might be able to be 
implemented the following year, is our goal. What we’re going to try and do is recruit maybe 10 to 12 
people, mostly from the County that might have some ideas and maybe some fresh blood to the 
table is what we’re thinking and try to come up with a plan that, hopefully, we’ll be in a position that 
will look at the fairgrounds in a different manner in the future. So, that’s the purpose of this task 
force and it’s not something that will be ongoing. Our intent is get it done and get it done quickly and 
come up some solid recommendations that don’t cost money, Dan.  
 
MERRIHEW: There you go.  
 
MCKENNA: Maybe a little bit, I don’t know, but that’s sort of the concept.  
The only other thing I wanted to discuss briefly is we’re still working to finalize the agreement for the 
World University Games and just sort of, what that is, is it’s 11 days of sports competition in 2023, 
60 nations, 600 universities from around the world, a big world media event, it’s the second in 
stature other than the Olympic Winter Games and we’re working closely with many areas of the 
State and in Albany to make it happen, because that is what it’s going to take and I’m not sure if you 
all have any interest, but we did do a report for the Division, the State Division of Budget, I don’t 
know if anybody would like see it? I can pass them out?  
 
PALMER: We can get them out after.  
 
MCKENNA: Is that okay, Dan, to get them out?  
 
PALMER: Sure 
 
MCKENNA: Okay, so you might want to take a look at it and this was really geared more towards 
looking at the event and we’re basing it over the next 5 years, what the direct spend would be. This 
does not take into consideration any private investment, any State investment for facility 
improvement or anything of that nature. You know the model of these games, you know it brings, it’s 
got the ability to bring more attention to our entire region, #1; which also entices investment in 
certain areas, so we haven’t looked at any of that information, only what the direct spend figures 
would be and that’s what this report was about.  
Other than that, that’s all I have.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Mr. McKenna.  
Questions or comments?  
 
GILLILLAND: On the fairgrounds task force that I have been talking to Jim about and glad to see he 
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was excited about the whole thing. We’re looking for people who may want to be on it. We don’t 
want to make it huge, but we also would like to have, like he said, some fresh blood, some younger 
people, possibly and you know not the usual suspects, as it were, not necessarily the usual 
suspects you would say, but a lot of new people to come in and take a fresh look, a business look, 
sometimes. So, if you have anybody in your town that you think would be good for that, let me know 
and we’ll put this thing together.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Shaun.  
Other questions or comments?  
 
MARNELL: All the years that have gone by, I’ve had people say it would be nice if you had a dog 
park and I would laugh and at them and say, yeah we’ve got hundreds of acres, but anyway, I was in 
Ogunquit or Wells Beach a couple weeks ago and more people are now traveling with their pets and 
taking them to their designation and putting them in their kennel, like I did, but then you take out 
during the day, if you want to. Well, on the beach you can’t go during certain hours, so I said, any 
dog parks, yeah, there’s one in Ogunquit and one in Kennebunk. So, I said let’s go down, well, after 
going there and seeing one and talking to the people that were there and all the people, there’s was 
10 or 12 people there in the morning and they were all tourists who loved their dogs and they love to 
take them with them and never if the motel allows you to have your dog, the dog can’t run, you got to 
keep it on a leash, so if you’re there a week. So, tonight I’m requesting that we consider building 
one, because I think people who love their dogs, so I think for $2,000 - $3,000 investment of fencing 
it would be an asset to the area.  
 
MCKENNA: Great idea 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Michael.  
 
MARNELL: I’m going to try it and I’ll let you know.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments for Mr. McKenna? Being none, thank you very much 
James.  
Any further business to come before the Committee this morning? Being none, we stand adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:58 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


