
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 10:55 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, 
Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jerry Morrow, James Monty, 
Dean Montroy, Ronald Moore, Roby Politi, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, and 
Michael Marnell. Robin DeLoria and Randy Preston had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Anna Reynolds, and Daniel Palmer. Dan Manning was absent.  
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey and Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present: Caitlyn Wargo - ANCA, Jody Olcott, Jim McKenna and Barb Dwyer - Cornell 
Cooperative Extension. Aurora McCaffery and Rick LeVitre had been previously excused. 

  
MERRIHEW: Good morning everyone, we will call the Economic Development Committee to order, 
first on the agenda, I promised to allow Jody.  
 
OLCOTT: Good morning, so I have a straight lease back request in front of you for the new 
proposed Saranac Lake resort on Lake Flower. I gave you the very, very simple overview in the 
summary that we sent to you. Great project, four parcels on that, you know corner lot, across from 
the bank, after, obviously everybody’s seen it in the paper, how long it’s taken to get permitting and 
whatnot, demotion permits, APA permits, variance, everything is in place.  
So, the most important facts about it; $20 million project, 71 full-time jobs, 15 part-time, the current 
assessed value of these 4 parcels is $1.9 million, probably after construction $15-$16 million, so 
significant increase on the tax on that, 39 room hotel, 4 levels, received a variance from the APA, 2 
restaurants, 2 dock slip system, each holding 12 for 24 slips, what else? 100 parking spaces on site 
and 10 off site, great project, funding’s secured, demolition of the existing motels underway, that 
was quick. That is just a brief summary, I think I may have sent you the plans, the floor plan attached 
to it, maybe? For you guys to take a look at.  
 
MERRIHEW: Yes 
 
OLCOTT: I think I just included the first floor plan, obviously there’s 4 levels on it, but the basic floor 
plan on the ground level, so you can see where the restaurants are going to be, great lake frontage, 
great opportunity, but they’re seeking, obviously, sales tax exemption incentive. Construction budget 
is about $14 million of the $20 million total project. Sales tax exemption is estimated at $800,000.00. 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Jody, do I have a mover?  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SALES TAX EXEMPTION INCENTIVE ONLY FOR THE 
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SARANAC LAKE RESORT PROJECT 
Morrow, Depo 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the project explanation? I guess you’ve been pretty 
through. All those in favor? Opposed? Motion carries 
Further business?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yeah, I just want to give some recognition to Jody, Carol and Jerry Morrow and the 
IDA Board for Whistle Pig. I mean they have invested millions in the Moriah Industrial Park. It’s 
employing a number of people in that area, now, I mean that was the big fish. That was the Holy 
Grail and the entire IDA Board, Directors, Jerry, you all did a great job and you know this is a 
company that’s really come in and asked for nothing, except for the land. They weren’t looking for 
tax breaks or anything and that Industrial Park is now full, in fact the IDA is looking to buy some 
adjoining land for the further expansion that are going to be needed. So, it took 25 years to get 
there, but I’ve got to tell you great job and we really appreciate all that you do, thank you.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Scozzafava.  
 
MORROW: Well, as much as Tom gives me credit, I would like to take the credit, but I can’t.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: You’re on the Board.  
 
MORROW: The IDA Board is one thing, but Carol and Jody and Sarah they’re really the ones that 
does all the work down there, thank you very much for that.   
 
OLCOTT: Sometimes you come across what just seems to fall into place and you know Whistle Pig 
is just one of those. It wasn’t Moriah that they came here for, it was for the Lowe’s building and then 
one thing lead to another and an off comment that I made about land that I had that was pre-
permitted for them to a really great phase project and right now we have 5 buildings, 5 - 14,000 
square foot buildings, 1 under construction, 1 in the spring and tomorrow I’m meeting with the APA 
and adjoining landowners to get more land. I mean it’s a great project, it really is and it’s great 
economic impact with little noticeability, I mean you don’t even know they’re there, at all.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Except that beautiful aroma in the air.  
 
TYLER: Well, if you got trouble finding a spot to expand, Westport has an industrial park and we 
have plenty of area they can expand to, if they want to go into brandy or something like that.  
 
OLCOTT: I told you, the last couple of years, what we’ve seen is just, I mean the microbreweries 
and all that stuff, I mean it’s just, we’re just really happening right now. I mean it’s a good economic 
boost, for sure.  
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MERRIHEW: It is, thank you very much.  
Anything further?  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, Mr. Jackson and I were in attendance to the Lake George/Lake Champlain 
Commission, one of the discussions was in regards to this and has an involvement with IDA is the 
slaughterhouse. I believe there was a $500,000 Northern Borders Grant that went through, or was 
endorsed by the Commission. They are not up to date as to what the situation is with that 
slaughterhouse. The consensus that I got from this Commission was that they were unaware that 
the slaughterhouse was closed and so they are looking for communication from you in regards to 
this. Also, we need again to reemphasize the need for this slaughterhouse. We do have dairy 
cooperatives in the North Country here and I believe that this is an opportunity to explore a beef 
cooperative. Many farmers were left unprepared for this situation. They all endorsed this a 100% 
and were ready and willing to support it and it just hasn’t happened. So, things need to get 
reorganized there and we really don’t have to make things more difficult for the agricultural 
community than they are now naturally. I know that you had the best intentions of this and I 
understand that there was a failure here, because of management. So, I know that’s a big 
assignment for you to try and reenergize this slaughterhouse, but it needs to be done. The last time 
we spoke you said that there was something in the works, I’m wondering if you can expand on that 
today?  
 
OLCOTT:  Well, we completely acknowledge that this a black eye, obviously, to bring a business in 
here, a new business for sure, that only last a couple of years, obviously is a black eye for us all. 
You know, locally and state, many entities invested in this project, obviously we’re all out a 
considerable amount of money. We have been actively working with the broker to list the property. 
Unfortunately, what we had hoped was going to be a saving grace, the deal fell through, maybe two 
weeks ago, three weeks ago, and the company that we were working with moved on to a different 
facility. I mean, collectively we’re working, it’s a really hard project, obviously we have a large sum of 
money in this project. We have about $304,000.00 outstanding on this project. You have a financial 
institution, Glens Falls National Bank, you have a couple of other economic development agencies, 
similar to, Lake George/Lake Champlain who have money in the pool, you have North Country 
Alliance who also has money in the pool, so collectively everybody’s, obviously, got their hand out. 
What we were hoping for, obviously, is somebody to come in buy this at some type of fire sale. We 
would take, obviously, a reduced amount in hopes to sway them to come in here, get operational. 
We’re finding that’s extremely difficult. The IDA Board, as you can read in the minutes, moved, last 
month at a special meeting, we are now seeking criminal charges. We’ve, you know, obviously 
been, I don’t want to say duped, obviously, but, things went very, very bad, quickly in that deal and 
we are out both equipment that we have a lien on, that is secured, it’s an unfortunate situation, so 
we are trying to rectify it as best as we can and working with anybody and everybody who’s 
interested in that building; whether it really turns out to be a slaughterhouse or not, I mean that’s yet 
to be figured out. It’s just a black eye, it’s a real unfortunate situation. It reminds me a  lot of, and 
most of you guys are new, but some of you remember when we brought that telecommunications 
company into Jay, Mountain Services, where they answered telephones all the time and they were in 
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Jay for maybe 6 months and employed like 50 people and picked up and moved to Plattsburgh or 
where they were best settled. We try to bring businesses here that are going to stay here, obviously 
that wasn’t the case with this and it hurts. I mean it really does, obviously it hurts our loan portfolio, 
but it hurts to not have that business and economic impact, for sure.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Jody.  
 
MORROW: Well, unfortunately that was supposed to been an excellent business for Essex County; 
which would help all the farmers. Unfortunately, the IDA Board nor the staff had nothing to do with 
running with the business. Farmers from Chesterfield never stopped there. They tried to, but they 
could not deal with them. They were not reasonable enough, it was better for them to travel right by 
it, unfortunately, and go to Ferrisburgh, Vermont. Those farmers told me that themselves and the 
IDA Board and the staff, we toured the building many times, we tried to work with these people. 
They were not listening and that was something we couldn’t help and we had many meetings about 
this business and as Jody said, right now we had a special board meeting and we’re doing litigation, 
criminal litigation, not just small litigation, criminal litigation; which hopefully succeeds.  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, I used them for my farm operation. They didn’t know what they were doing. 
They lost animals, unloading. I got a call, one time, here saying the two beef I dropped off for them 
didn’t have any connective tissue, how were they standing? Their prices were ridiculous. They had 
things like, it’s a USDA regulation when you pick up frozen beef or animal, frozen, it’s a USDA 
regulation it has to be boxed, sealed and then I showed up to pick up and they came back and said, 
well, you have to bring your own boxes. They were just impossible to deal with. At one point, you 
know I dropped off at an agreed slaughter cost, you know about $200.00 on a big hog and I came 
back and they charged me a $1,000.00. They were just a mess and every farmer had the same 
experience with them. Their facility is gorgeous; it’s state of the art. I can’t say working with the other 
slaughterhouses in the region, they were very jealous, the other guys were like, you know, I built this 
business on my own and you know. So, I guess that leads me to the second thing Jody, would it 
help if we reached out, in my farm position to some of the other operators in the area and see if they 
were interested?  
 
OLCOTT: Absolutely 
 
GILLILLAND: Okay.  
 
OLCOTT: Absolutely 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Shaun.  
 
HARRINGTON: I think that that would be an excellent option. I also think that perhaps you could 
touch base with the expertise of Cooperative Extension and they might possibly establish a path 
where we could rehabilitate that industry.  
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OLCOTT: What we’re finding and the truth is, is obviously you’re going to have to go in, you have to 
purchase the building and with equipment lacking or missing or whatever, there is obviously going to 
be a need for start-up money as well. It is just something that we’re looking at, obviously. So, you 
have the purchase price, as well as, actually getting it back into an operating state. That’s just the 
truth.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Jody, any further questions or comments for Ms. Olcott? Being none, thank 
you, it was very helpful.  
 
OLCOTT: Thanks 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with James 
McKenna reporting as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: And if the Committee would allow me, I would like to modify the agenda one more time 
this morning to allow Mr. McKenna to give a presentation, he has other commitments this morning 
and we will get back with our ANCA presentation.  
Good morning James.  
 
MCKENNA: Good morning, thank you very much, I appreciate that. I don’t have too much other than 
identifying that a couple of things happened in the County that I think are very positive for our future 
and that’s Frontier Town and all the work that many Supervisors had involved in that. I think it’s 
remarkable what the State is doing there and continuing to do and then also, you know, really the 
Cuisine Trail system that was set up, which a lot of businesses in our County are involved in and 
Cooperative Extension and others have lead that charge. I think they’re all, sort of both of those two 
developments are sort of following some of the trends of the travel industry and I do think they’re 
going to be very beneficial in the long run.  
I don’t have too much other to report other than working with some of the Supervisors, also on the 
Fairgrounds and we’re hoping we come up with something that is of merit by the end of this year, 
that this Board can take a look at and review.  
And other than that it’s been a good season overall. Certainly the weather, the color, the whole 
summer has been good, so I think our numbers will look positive by the end of the year.  
 
MERRIHEW: Very encouraging, that is.  
Questions or comments for Mr. McKenna? I guess they have sensitivity to your schedule today.  
 
MCKENNA: I appreciate it, thank you very much.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, appreciate all your help.  
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MOORE: Is there a resolution?  
 
GARVEY: Yes 
 
MCKENNA: Oh yes, there is, the resolution would be to, we did pass a resolution that went on to the 
Full Board about making Mary Jane Lawrence the TPA, Tourism Promotion Agent, which allows us 
to work with the I Love New York Matching Funds, made it for ’18, we have to redo it for ’19, is what 
that is.  
 
RESOLUTION DESIGNING THE REGIONAL OFFICE OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM (ROOST) 
AND MARY JANE LAWRENCE AS THE PROJECT MANAGER FOR 2019 - I LOVE NEW YORK 
MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM 
Moore, Depo and Harrington 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the motion? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Thank you very much.  
 
MCKENNA: Thank you very much.  
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was Special Guest Speaker, Caitlyn Wargo from the Adirondack North 
Country Association (ANCA) reporting as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: Next we will move to our special guest this morning, Caitlyn Wargo with ANCA. Good 
morning. She has distributed a handout for everyone.  
 
WARGO: I have, I think I was short one, so I apologize. I can shoot over an email version.  
 
MERRIHEW: That’s fine.  
 
WARGO: They’re in my car, but I didn’t want to run out and delay you further. So, thank you so 
much for having me. I’m Caitlyn Wargo and I’m Communications and Development Director at 
ANCA, the Adirondack North Country Association and we are growing the new economy in the 14 
County North Country Region of New York and I am here to thank you for your long support and 
share the impacts over the past year of what your investment in ANCA has helped achieve for Essex 
County and the Region.  
So, the New Economy, as we call it, it’s a ground up approach to economic development. It utilizes 
our traditional strengths and resources in new ways, circulates wealth within and among our 
communities to increase self-reliance and long term sustainability. We leverage our support with 
membership and foundation support to develop projects, we then secure grant funding to implement 
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in three areas; local food, local clean energy and local business support.  
So, how we work? We focus on increasing demand within the region and outside the region for 
locally made products and local resources. We also work on increasing the ability of local 
businesses and entrepreneurs to supply that increase in demand. So, for example, with local food in 
our region, with its rich agricultural history, nearly 50% of school children are eligible of free and 
reduced cost lunch and we don’t even have data on the school backpack programs, the free snacks, 
whatever is done to augment for these children that typically, we know from, anecdotally are really 
only eating when they’re at school. So, over the past 3 years, ANCA has targeted efforts at building 
our farm to schools systems and it’s a process, it doesn’t happen overnight, but it’s a long term 
process to increase the amount of locally grown and produced food that goes into our schools, 
because that food is healthy, it’s fresh and they’re buying it from local producers and so it’s 
increasing the selling season for local farmers. It took a while to get us to where we are now. Where 
32,000 school children are now able to eat local food in their school lunches, but we were able to 
work with many farmers on how can they minimally process food, how can they get food to a school, 
so they can use it and get it on that cafeteria tray, because really a box cutter is the thing that school 
cafeteria workers are most familiar with using these days and these numbers are old, actually, 
190,000 pounds of local farm products are served in schools through this Drive to 25 Program, pilot 
program that we did in Jefferson and St. Lawrence Counties and with our work with the Adirondack 
Farm to School, which is in Essex and Franklin, a little bit in Clinton. We’re really pleased that the 
Governor has taken that pilot program statewide and we are now working with the partners that we 
developed through the Drive to 25 Program to help additional school systems take advantage, it’s 
actually an increased reimbursement rate that allows them then to buy the locally made food.  
In Clean Energy; it’s no news to you that our winters are colder and longer than other places in the 
State and the Country. Our energy program is focused on getting control over energy costs through 
efficiency measures and use of renewable energy, helping our communities take advantage of 
subsidies that are needed to get renewable energy implemented. So, currently we just began 
implementing a three year NYSERDA program that is targeted at lower moderate income 
households to help them save money through efficiency measures and then additionally have a 
healthier home environment. Our Energy Circuit Writers are in their second full year now of, and are 
working with, just under 100 different communities in the 7 county North Country, municipal projects 
of various scale, several of which are in Essex County, including Westport and Keene, both of which 
are involved in Clean Energy Communities projects and are qualified for $15,000.00 incentives 
toward energy projects and I know Elizabethtown is working toward that classification.  
We also have healthy participation from Essex County in our LED Streetlight Application Program 
that ANCA developed and I know my colleague is going to be here, I believe next week to talk to you 
about the LED Streetlight Program, because that gives municipalities immediate savings. It varies 
depending on the structure of how you, the ownership of the streetlights, how many you have, those 
types of things, but regardless the savings are immediate and they’re long term.  
We have an Annual Energy Conference, for years it was in Lake Placid and then it moved to Utica 
and it’s been in Glens Falls for 2 years, as a member county, Essex County can send a 
representative, at no charge, as our guest to come to the sessions, learn more about how clean 
energy can be adopted by communities to save money and keep those funds available for other 
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urgent needs.  
And in terms of local business support, we recently completed an economic analysis with regional 
partners, including Adirondack Foundation that showed that crafted manufacturing and tourism, 
specific agri-tourism are some of the most promising growth areas in our region and those are areas 
that ANCA has been involved with quite a bit. Our annual Arts and Wholesale Show and 
Professional Development Series supports 250 entrepreneurs a year by increasing their markets, by 
getting them the tools they need to take their businesses and grow them. 
And I’m not sure anyone here participated in Bike the Barns, but this was our 3rd year of doing Bike 
the Barns, bringing, this year we brought 220 riders to farms in AuSable Forks, Jay and Keene for a 
day of bicycling, enjoying the colors and celebrating the local food movement. 
So, this analysis I mentioned before, showed that in the 14 county region we have an estimated 
10,000 to 16,000 small businesses, owned by baby boomers that could be facing closure if they 
don’t prepare in time to transition their business to new ownership; called the Silver Tsunami. So, we 
were very pleased to be awarded a $250,000.00 grant from the Northern Border Regional 
Commission for our Center for Businesses in Transition and that is launching with great interest 
around the region. My colleague, Dani Delaini, was just in Ticonderoga working with the Chamber 
and has spoke with representatives of the Essex County IDA. We will support these businesses, 
connect them with resources they need to effectively keep their businesses open, keep their 
employees employed in serving their communities and then the data from that report that I 
mentioned, we hired the Center of World Entrepreneurship out of North Carolina to do this study that 
gave us some of these points I mentioned and all that data is now being prepared and is going to be 
available with county level data to all of our member counties at no charge.  
So, looking forward I know we are in discussions to help prepare for the World University Games. 
We’re looking into the recent Common Ground Alliance that was held in Lake Placid. Housing came 
up in every single session and so ANCA is talking with our partners about how our knowledge and 
experience in efficiency could potentially help with new construction that would go toward 
ameliorating the urgent housing needs, electric transportation and how that would help service the 
region, keeping tourism, economy going toward the future.  
And then we are also, we hear anecdotally from a number of entrepreneurs, small business owners, 
that financing is an issue and we have so many organizations providing financing in the region. So 
what we are doing, again, seeking partners to invest with us and this analysis, a gap analysis, of 
let’s get some data behind that, where actually is that gap existing, what type of business, what size 
of business, what amounts, who is there now serving those kinds of needs and what is left. So, that 
if we try to work with a partner to build new financing mechanism to serve those needs it will be 
strategically designed to fit an open need in the region.  
So, investment with ANCA, each year, your $5,000.00 is leverage with all these other programs, 
investors, grant opportunities to bring exponentially more in terms of value to our communities and 
provide services that otherwise wouldn’t be here. 
So, I thank you for your time. I know that your agenda is running long, I always like to answer 
questions, if there are any, I am here to answer them and if you would like to connect outside of this 
forum, my contact information is in the annual report that I sent around.  
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MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Caitlyn.  
Do I have questions or comments for Caitlyn?  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, you’re advocating a participation in the Farm to School Program, there are 
some difficulties with preparing meats for use and certainly going back to our previous discussion 
with regards to the slaughterhouse, that would be the key for food preparations for schools, because 
farmers don’t have that means, whereas a slaughterhouse would. So, again and again, I don’t mean 
to be beating on a dead cow, not a dead horse (laughter), but we need to really, really address that. 
The more agencies are involved with this than maybe perhaps a plan can be streamlined to 
reactivate the slaughterhouse.  
 
WARGO: Thank you for that and I took notes when you were speaking earlier and Jody about the 
slaughterhouse, because when I first came to ANCA, I believe the slaughterhouse had first closed, 4 
years ago and it’s been an issue ever since. So, I made a note, I’ll go speak with our Agriculture 
Coordinator and I’d like to follow up with you, if that would be okay? 
 
HARRINGTON: Yes 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, further questions or comments for Caitlyn?  
 
WARGO: Thank you very much.  
 
MERRIHEW: Being none, thank you very much for your time Caitlyn.  
Next one the agenda, Miss Anna Reynolds.  
 
REYNOLDS: My report is five 239M County Referrals. The first is an area variance to construct a 
carport, located at 335 Morse Memorial Highway in the Town of Minerva. This will not impact County 
property and therefore a letter of no impact is recommended.  
 
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF MINERVA 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Marnell. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on October 9, 2018. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Minerva - 335 Morse Memorial Highway  area variance to construct a carport 
 
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
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or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of no comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Moore and passed on a vote of 9 in favor 
and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions, comments on the referral? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: The second is an application for a special use permit to demolish and rebuild a 
structure to replace with new modern efficiencies within the same footprint on 1455 Wadhams Bay 
Road in the Town of Essex. There is no impact to county property and therefore a letter of no impact 
is recommended.  
 
 

 ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF ESSEX 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Tyler. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on October 9, 2018. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Essex - 1455 Wadhams Bay Road     special use permit 
 
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of no comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisors Harrington and Depo and passed on a vote 
of 9 in favor and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? Carries 
 
REYNOLDS: The third is an application for a subdivision due to a boundary line adjustment of .3 
acres, located at 728 School Street and 18 Ross Way in the Town of Essex. There is no impact to 
County property and therefore a letter of no impact is recommended.  
 
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF ESSEX 



Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018  11 
 
 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Tyler. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on October 9, 2018. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Essex - 728 School Street & 18 Ross Way    application for a subdivision

  
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of no comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Harrington and passed on a vote of 9 in 
favor and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions, comments? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: An application for a special use permit for the construction of a boathouse located on 
2775 Lake Shore Road in the Town of Essex. There’s no direct impact to County property and 
therefore a letter of no impact is recommended.  
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF ESSEX 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Moore. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on October 9, 2018. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Essex - 2775 Lake Shore Road     Special Use Permit  
 
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of no comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Tyler and passed on a vote of 9 in favor and 
none opposed. 
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MERRIHEW: Questions, comments? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: The last is a use variance for a defunct motel to a motel with a small store, located 
nearby Route 9N/22 on 37 Beggs Point Street, in the Town of Essex. There’s no impact to County 
property and therefore a letter of no impact is recommended.  
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON A REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF ESSEX 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Depo. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referral at its regular meeting on October 9, 2018. 
 
REFERRAL         PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Town of Essex - nearby 9N/22 on 37 Beggs Point Street     use variance   
 
 Whereas, the above referred, proposed action does not directly impact a county road 
or county property. 
 
 Be it adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that a letter of no comment is 
recommended. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Marnell and passed on a vote of 9 in favor 
and none opposed. 
 
MERRIHEW: Comments or questions on the motion? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? It 
carries.  
Now, to your real business.  
 
REYNOLDS: That’s all I had today, actually, but if anyone has any questions.  
 
MERRIHEW: Questions for Anna this morning?  
It’s your lucky day, you wore them out. Thank you very much Anna.  
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the County Historian, Aurora McCaffrey having been previously excused. 
 
 
Aurora has been excused and Barb Dwyer is here with us this morning for the Cooperative 
Extension, good morning.  
 



Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018  13 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was Barbara Dwyer reporting for Cornell Cooperative Extensive, Rick LeVitre 
had been previously excused. 
 
 
DWYER: Good morning, Rick sends his greetings and is sorry he’s excused. It’s personal and 
medical in his family. 
You’ve heard quite a few things about what Cooperative Extension’s been involved with and 
October is a very exciting month. We had the Adirondack Festival, Harvest Festival at the 
fairgrounds, which was very well attended, well over 2,000 people. It was quite an event, it was well 
done and there were more farmers than the prior year and more lectures being given. So, that was 
very positive. 
We’ve had an illusion to, a comment about the Cuisine Trails, that was a formal announcement last 
Friday. I want to thank Mr. Harrington for being with us at Mace Chasm Farm for the Essex portion 
of the announcement. We had the Commissioner of Ag and Markets, we had the DOT Director for 
this area present, we had the I Love New York Director present and we had at Mace Chasm we had 
Billy Long present and it was quite a lovely event, from there they went to Rulf’s Orchard and made 
the announcement and from there they went to Tucker Farms in Franklin County and made the 
announcement and Betty Little was at Franklin, at Tucker Farms. Adirondack Enterprise ran a story, 
WCAX was there filming at Mace Chasm and we had 4 representatives from the Quebec Cuisine 
Trail Commission there. So, that was very exciting, this was a culmination of 2 ½ years of work by 
Jay White of Essex. There are 6 trails in Essex County and Cooperative Extension has the maps 
and they will soon be distributed.  
On the heels of this, next week, on October 16th and 17th, we have a two day farm tour being hosted 
by Quebec. They’re paying everything, Charlie Harrington’s going, are you going just for the morning 
or the whole tour?  
 
HARRINGTON: Whole 
 
DWYER: The whole tour and it will be, if anyone is interested in going, please contact Lori Davis at 
our office immediately, because we do have a waiting list and we would like to have government 
officials present, because Vermont is sending their Director of Agra-tourism, their Director of 
Marketing, their Director of Cooperative Extension and about 6 other people with government titles, 
so we would like to have some government representation. I, unfortunately can only go to the 8:30 
gathering at Chazy Orchards, because I have business commitments going on. Jay White is going 
for the full 2 days. I have been filling the bus up. The exciting part of this farm tour, is going to be the 
2nd day in the afternoon when there will be a meeting of our members, New York and Vermont 
meeting with members of Parliament to discuss Agra-tourism and the benefit on the area. So, it 
would be really welcome if we had another few supervisors going.  
On the heels of that, we have our annual dinner scheduled, October 24th. It will be held at the 
Westport Hotel and Mr. Dan Stec is our keynote speaker for that evening. 
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We’ve had quite a year, our Ag-Educator, Carlie Summers is doing a phenomenal job. She has 
visited almost very farmer in the County, assessing their needs, hosting programs. She had a 
program on tillage, she had 70 people in attendance, that’s amazing. So, she’s doing some great 
things around the county on the Ag level.  
And we’re looking forward to moving into our new building, which is on the horizon and I will field any 
questions.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Barbara. Do I have questions or comments?  
 
HARRINGTON: I have a comment, it’s very evident that all the segments of Cooperative Extension 
has been energized, including the Board. There was a time when it was difficult to gain a quorum for 
the Cooperative Extension Board, but most of the time now, everyone is present, there are so many 
positive things are going on and we have to lay tribute to that to all of the Directors of Cooperative 
Extension, whether it’s 4H or whether it’s Ag or Administration. All of them are working together and 
it’s very evident.  
 
DWYER: The Cuisine Trails were funded by Essex County Cooperative Extension, the application.  
One other comment, there has been an association, around for the last 20 years, it started, it was 
the ideological birthplace of Adirondack Harvest, which has been very successful and it’s quite a 
brand in the area. I am, after these two events, now the Cuisine Trail, next the Farm Tour, Jay White 
and I are meeting to promote Canadian and American agriculture exchange and the discussion will 
formalize this organization more, to have regular meetings and we have the Deputy Ag 
Commissioner, Kevin King, very interested in participating. Russ from I Love New York is interested, 
Jim McKenna would like to be included and we’re going to formalize this and start developing more 
of an Agra-tourism program from the region.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Barbara.  
Further questions or comments for Ms. Dwyer? Being none, thank you very much.  
 
DWYER: Thank you 
 
MERRIHER: Further business to come before Economic Development? Being none, we stand 
adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:36 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


