
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, December 10, 2018 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 10:30 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, 
Ike Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson. Thomas Scozzafava had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Daniel Palmer. Anna Reynolds had been previously excused. Dan 
Manning was absent.  
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey, and Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present: Jim McKenna, Carol Calabrese, Rick LeVitre, Stephanie DeZalia, Mary Jane 
Lawrence and Todd Hodgson. Aurora McCaffery had been previously excused. 
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning everyone, we’ll call this Economic Development Committee to order. 
First on the agenda we do have the IDA, Carol Calabrese with us this morning.  
 
CALABRESE: Good morning, we submitted our monthly report. Does anybody have any questions 
for me on it?  
 
MERRIHEW: Do we have any questions or comments for Carol this morning?  
 
HARRINGTON: In regards to the slaughterhouse, has there been any movement or further 
information?  
 
CALABRESE: It’s still all under investigation. What we were told is that this may take longer than we 
would expect it to. I just know that they’re doing their investigation and we’re waiting to hear from 
them.  
 
POLITI: We’re getting slaughtered.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments for Ms. Calabrese? Being none, anything else you 
would like to bring to our attention?  
 
CALABRESE: Happy Holidays.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Carol.  
 
MONTY: Merry Christmas.  
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**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Community Resources Department with Anna 
Reynolds having been previously excused.  
 
MERRIHEW: Community Resources, Anna Reynolds has jury duty, so Anna has a public service 
commitment this morning. She did have no referrals to bring forward from the committee.  
 
 
 

***************************** 
 

 The next item was the County Historian, Aurora McCaffrey having been previously excused.  
 
MERRIHEW: Our Historian, Aurora McCaffrey also has been asked to be excused this morning.  
 
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was Cornell Cooperative Extensive with Rick LeVitre reporting as follows:  
 
MERRIHEW: Next we do have our retiring Director, this morning, Rick LeVitre, could you come 
forward, please. Good morning.  
 
LEVITRE: Good morning everyone. That term retired is an odd term for me, considering I did retire 
once from the University of Vermont, but it didn’t stay that way very long.  
I wanted to take this time to not only present the report, which is submitted, but also to make a few 
thanks, if you will. I’ve been with Extension for over 40 years and I believe in its bringing the 
outreach education from the University to the people of the State and of the Counties and I believe 
that we have done that and we are in the process of expanding that quite a bit, here in Essex 
County.  
But I also wanted to thank, for the support of moving and moving, both to work on the old building, 
but moving us the building in Lewis. I encourage you and there will be an open house there in the 
future to stop in and see a very professionally setup office building and I want to thank, especially 
DPW for all the help and Jim Dougan, especially for the help that he has done to assist and work 
with us in organizing that. As you know having a proper facility to work out of makes people more 
efficient and I’m seeing that already. I saw very smiley faces the other day, as they were sitting in the 
building without the wind blowing their hair around.  
Also, want to thank this Board for their support of Extension in the last two years that I’ve been here. 
I think we have made a lot of inroads in various towns and programs. There are a lot of grants being 
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written and if we only get a part of those grants there will be more and more activities in the farm 
section, in the farm to school program, reaching young people through positive youth development 
in 4H. These are all positive things for the citizens of Essex County and beyond.  
And the other thing that’s important is the fact that, as you know, is a shared position with Franklin 
County and to give you an example of how that can benefit, it’s not only from an economic and 
efficiency standpoint, but from the standpoint, is a grant that I received from the Office of Aging; 
which actually came through the Office of Temporary Disability or something or other, was for a 
large grant to teach nutrition education and exercise education to senior citizens and it covers 
Franklin County, St. Lawrence County and Essex County. So, with those dollars, more programs will 
be happening down here and the calls are being made to the Office of Aging down here in a very 
positive response to that.  
So, this regionalization, as I was driving down today, some people say it’s a waste of time in the car. 
You get to think a lot, you get to listen to books and you get to see the beautiful countryside that we 
live in.  
So, I thank you for your support and our budget and our moving forward and I thank you for the 
support for me, someone you had no idea who that guy was as I came here two years ago.  
I think you’ll find, I know you’ll find that the staff is poised to really move forward in some exciting 
areas and I wished that I could be here. The situation is that I need to move on. So, I thank you, 
appreciate it.  
 
PALMER: Thank you Rick.  
 
MERRIHEW: Rick thank you very much and thank you for your leadership for the last two years at 
Cooperative Extension. I’d like to take this opportunity, if I could, to present to you a plaque of 
appreciation, if we could do that.  
It’s a resolution of appreciation and congratulations to Rick LeVitre, upon his retirement as Executive 
Director of Essex County Cornell Cooperative Extension.  
The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Harrington, who moved its adoption.  
Upon the recommendation of the Economic Development Committee with the approval of the Ways 
and Means Committee of this Body with the same appearing proper and necessary.  
Whereas, this Board of Supervisors has learned that Rick LeVitre will be retiring as Executive 
Director of Essex County Cornell Cooperative Extension; and  
Whereas, during his tenure at the Essex County and Cornell Cooperative Extension, Rick LeVitre as 
exhibited the highest degree of professionalism, competency, integrity and attention to detail and 
has always treated the public and residents of Essex County and its employees with grace and 
respect. 
Be it Resolved, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the Board, County Manager 
and County Attorney extend their appreciation and heartfelt thanks to Rick LeVitre for his dedicated, 
conscientious and exemplary public service to the people of Essex County and wish him continued 
health and success upon his retirement and the best of luck in all his future endeavors. 
This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted. 
Rick, thank you again (applause). 
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LEVITRE: Thank you 
 
MERRIHEW: You can come back and visit us.  
 
LEVITRE: I appreciate this.  
 
MERRIHEW: Now, that we got a nice warm spot for you.  
 
LEVITRE: Thank you very much everyone.  
 
PRESTON: Thank you 
 
LEVITRE: It’s been a joy.  
 
MERRHIEW: And thank you all very much.  
 
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with James 
McKenna reporting as follows: 
 
MCKENNA: I have International Children’s Games collectors pins for you.  
I don’t have too much Mr. Chairman, other than identifying that our marketing plan is complete for 
the 2019 and we will be sending a link to Dan to maybe get around to everybody. It’s pretty through 
and more comprehensive than it’s ever been. We had a good team, led by Mary Jane Lawrence, our 
Chief of Staff in putting it together this year. It’s more, based on more data than we’ve done ever 
before and we’re really confident that it will have a real good affect.  
These pins will probably be worth a lot of money in about 100 years (laughter), but, maybe not.  
So, the International Children’s Games is going to be January 7th-11th and I think we have about 33 
cities from around the world will be in attendance; Kids, 12-15 years old; it’s more of a cultural 
exchange amongst the different nationalities than actual heavy-duty sports competition. There’s 
going to be an opening ceremonies on Monday, January 7th starting at 7:00 and everybody’s invited 
to it and it will be just a nice experience for everybody.  
And that’s about all I really have. 
 
MERRIHEW: Well, thank you James. It sounds exciting and would like to thank Mary Jane for 
arranging all this significant snowfall, I know how busy it’s been over there. A lot of people are skiing 
right now and that’s good for our bottom line.  
 
GILLILLAND: Jim, is that 7:00 AM or 7:00 PM?  
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MCKENNA: 7:00 PM, did I say AM?  
 
GILLILLAND: No, but you said 7:00.  
The other thing that I wanted to mentioned is Jim and ROOST have been running the task force for 
the fairgrounds, business marketing plan, vision, strategy, doing a fantastic job, have brought very 
different sections of the community together to talk about it and I we’re going to have an excellent 
product that will be presented, probably in January to the Board, with a plan to move forward with 
developing the fairgrounds as an economic asset for Essex County. So, I want to say a personal 
thank you Jim for all your work.  
 
MCKENNA: Thank you Supervisor.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Shaun.  
Further questions or comments?  
 
JACKSON: Just, not trying to blindside you, but how’s the planning going for the University Games? 
I know it’s a ways off, but time seems to fly by quickly.  
 
MCKENNA: Aw, yes. Well the planning’s continuing, we had a meeting in Albany this past week and 
they continue to be supportive. There is 1 and ½ persons now hired, well, actually 2 people hired 
that are coordinating the event. A lot going on, there’s a lot of interaction with different universities in 
the North Country on it and the planning is continuing. A delegation does have to go to Siberia 
where the games are this year and all the functional areas will be represented and it’s moving 
forward. It’s going to be a challenge, but we’re moving forward.  
 
JACKSON: Thank you  
 
TYLER: I was wondering if this would be a good time to appoint Supervisor Scozzafava to go to 
Siberia? (Laughter)  
 
MERRIHEW: Anything further from Mr. McKenna? Being none, thank you very much. I appreciate all 
your efforts out there.  
Anything further to come before Economic Development Committee? Being none, good morning 
gentlemen, thank you, we stand adjourned.  
 
 
  

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:40 AM. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


