
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, March 19, 2018 - 9:30 AM 

 
 
Gerald Morrow, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
 
Chairman Morrow called this DPW Committee Meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, 
Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean 
Montroy, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Thomas 
Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson. 

 
Department heads present were:  Chris Garrow, Daniel Palmer and Judy Garrison.  Dan 
Manning was previously excused. 
 
Also present: Dave Reckahn - Soil and Water  
 
News Media present:  Keith Lobdell – Sun News. 
 
MORROW:  Good morning.  I’d like to call the Department of Public Works to order, everybody 
stand for the pledge of the allegiance. Good morning everybody.  Come on right up Chris.  I’d 
like to move a resolution right away, quick so everybody knows where Jim Dougan is this 
morning.  His mother passed away this weekend so I’d like to move a resolution of condolence 
to the family of James Dougan’s mother. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF GLADYS FAYE (MUNSON) 
DOUGAN. 
Moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded unanimously. 
 
MORROW:  Thank you very much everybody. I appreciate it.  Chris, good morning.  Go right 
ahead with your agenda. 
 
GARROW:  Do you want the resolutions and then the report? 
 
MORROW:  Sure go right ahead Chris. 
 
GARROW:  The first resolution we have is a resolution authorizing the purchasing agent to 
award a purchase order to Robert H. Finke and Sons in the amount of $57,993.00 for a new and 
unused 2018 Eager trailer. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A 2018 EAGER 
BEAVER 50 TON LOW-BOY STYLE TRAILER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, 
FROM ROBERT H. FINKE AND SONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $57,993.00, WITH FUNDS TO 
COME FROM THE EQUIPMENT BOND. 
Moved by Mr. DeLoria, seconded by Mr. Monty 
 
MORROW: Discussion?  Anybody have any questions on this resolution?  If not, all in favor, 
opposed – resolution carries.  You’ve got one more Chris? 
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GARROW:  Yes the second one I got this morning from Randy it’s the Historical Society is 
seeking permission to use the county roads on June 16 for a 10K Run, Randy? 
 
PRESTON: Yes, please. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT ALLOWING THE USE OF 
COUNTY ROADWAYS FOR THE WILMINGTON WHITEFACE WHISKEY 10K RUN/RACE 
HELD ON SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 2018. 
Moved by Mr. Depo, seconded by Mr. Marnell. 
 
MORROW: Any discussion?  If not, all in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  Is that all the 
resolutions you have Chris? 
 
GARROW: That’s it. 
 
MORROW: We’ll go right now through; does anybody have questions on the highway division?  
Hopefully everybody got the report. Anybody have any questions on the highway?  If you have 
anything after I go by just raise your hand we’ll go right back to you. 
Buildings & Grounds division?  Okay, Janitors?  Public Safety Building?  Any questions on the 
public safety building? 
 
GARROW:  Jerry I do have one, we are addressing the problem with one of the heaters at the 
Public Safety Building again. There’s one leaking it will probably come up next Monday. We’re 
trying to get some more information on that so there may be, we may be asking for a resolution 
replacing the heating system. 
 
MORROW:  We heard there was a problem with space over there.  They were complaining 
about not having enough space and just to let everybody know Jim and myself went over and 
we had the head Janitorial person, Jed give us a walk through. Personally we don’t see any 
problem with space they need to clean it up that’s what they need.  Have you addressed any of 
that with them or have they got a hold of you? 
 
GARROW: Nothing yet. 
 
MORROW: Okay but if you hear anything about a space problem over there yeah, there is 
because they need to get rid of some stuff and clean it up. 
Engineering – anything on engineering?  Fish Hatchery. 
 
HARRINGTON: The County will be surveying the eastern border of the Fish Hatchery property 
and that is where we had some major concerns with the aquifer on the property that is adjacent. 
We have a cooperative attitude and I do believe we’ll have the aquifer protection that are 
needed and are recommended by the New York State Health Department also we’ll be needing 
soon in regards to the new structure that the county will be sharing with the Town of Crown 
Point. 
 
MORROW:  Very good. Thank you very much Mr. Harrington for that update.  I appreciate it. 
Anybody else have anything? How about miscellaneous anybody have anything on any of the 
miscellaneous? 
 
PALMER: I just want to; on the solid waste equipment Jim did have that planned.  He had given 
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it to you before. We were going to talk about that today but obviously Jim’s not here. 
 
GARROW: I do have an updated copy. 
 
PALMER: You have copies?  Yeah, let’s get the copies out to them and then it will give you a 
chance to look at what he had done and when we have questions we’ll address that with Jim 
either at Ways and Means or next month. 
 
MORROW: Right. 
 
PALMER:  So you can just go ahead and pass those out when you go back. 
 
MORROW:  So the plan will be pass these out and we can review it next month. 
 
MONTY: I just have a question on solid waste and going back to the Hazardous Waste Days 
and the fact that DEC is not going to pay their share this year and are we looking into that? 
 
PALMER:  I think our Vice-Chair has been. Shaun? 
 
GILLILLAND: I talked to Stec’s office and they are working on it.  He texted me over the 
weekend and said we will get the answer from DEC today or this week but in talking with Mr. 
Politi here I’m not on this committee but I think we probably should do a resolution. 
 
POLITI: In opposition. I think it’s ridiculous.  It’s very typically, DEC likely ran out of money. 
 
MORROW:  Who moved the resolution? 
 
PALMER: Mr. Politi. 
 
MORROW: Mr. Politi, okay do we have a second on it?  Mr. Monty and would you say the 
resolution again please? 
 
POLITI:  A resolution in opposition to the DEC decision not to pay Essex County along with a 
number of five or six or seven other counties for the cost of hazardous of reimbursement that 
they approved for hazardous waste day. 
 
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION OF NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION’S DECISION TO DENY REIMBURSEMENT TO ESSEX 
COUNTY FOR HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DAYS. 
Moved by Mr. Politi, seconded by Mr. Monty. 
 
PALMER:  Yes, their justification so to speak is that supposedly everybody was notified that we 
had to apply for this funding through the Grants Gateway which is the State’s convoluted system 
for applying for and signing contracts in reference to all grants and frankly if you want to go to 
my office and look at the grants gateway it’s kind of a disaster. You’re finding the right contract 
number and finding who’s supposed to sign and who is supposed to approve and all these 
things is kind of a disaster.  However, they indicated I guess to North Elba that they had notified 
both North Elba and the County that we were supposed to apply for this funding through the 
grants gateway. I cannot, I tell you what I archived every email that I get and I can’t find any 
email from DEC in reference to that to mine and I know North Elba can’t either. 
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POLITI:  We didn’t get no email specifically dealing with hazardous waste day.  They approved 
our plan.  They approved hazardous waste day. They approved the dates and the truth is they 
ran out of money. 
 
PALMER; Yeah, that’s clearly what the real issue I guess is but again, I think moving forward 
the county is going to kind of take it over itself in terms of that.  We did talk to Shaun about that 
so maybe we’ll avoid it for next year but clearly they owe us about thirty – I would say half of 
$67,000, that’s what they owe us. 
 
MORROW: Any other discussion?  All in favor, opposed – resolution carries.  And you have one 
Dan on the bottom? 
 
PALMER:  This is really just a parking issue.  I’m going to put out a notice to all our employees 
not to park on the street.  The street parking becomes an issue when employees start parking 
there. The public can’t get there so to speak because the parking spaces are taken up. The 
other issue that happened I guess last week is that there was so many people parking out front 
that they couldn’t conduct driver ed testing even though there is signage out there that says, 
don’t park there people were parking there and preventing the driver ed testing that was going 
on so just be cognizant of it.  I will notify our employees once again that they can’t.  I know this 
has been a constant frustration for Noel with people parking, employees parking out front so 
we’ll run it back through and try to get people to avoid parking in the front there I know it’s 
difficult to find parking around here but it is problematic when we do that especially on days 
when there is jury duty or something like that going on the place gets pretty packed and the 
front parking becomes a real issue at that point. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I parked behind the sign that says no parking and the road test guy asked me to 
move which I did but he also asked if we could move that sign back a couple of spaces because 
it on leaves him like two spaces. 
 
PALMER: We can do that. 
 
GARROW:  We can do that. 
 
PALMER:  I mean technically it’s a State road but we’ll move it. 
 
GARROW: How far back?  You want it four spaces, five spaces? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  He said a couple of spaces. 
 
GARROW: Okay. 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, we don’t want to prevent the public from parking there legitimately but we do 
need that space. 
 
MORROW: Okay anybody else?  Do you have anything else? 
 
GARROW:  No. 
 
MORROW:  Okay before you step down I have one resolution I had Judy hand out.  Last 
Thursday Steve Englehart sent out an email about the Swing Bridge in the Town of Chesterfield 
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that’s owned by Essex and Clinton County, shared ownership.  It’s a pedestrian bridge and 
Steve had met this licensed engineer who is also a professor at Rensselaer College and this 
gentleman come up and for something in the past and he fell in love with that bridge and it is on 
the historical record and we met with him last Thursday morning with Clinton and Essex County 
both.  He’s willing to bring his students up to do a study of that bridge so we don’t even have to 
pay for it, an engineering study of the bridge and Rensselaer College these are graduate 
students and Rensselaer he’ll be in charge of them, Rensselaer College will take and provide 
the liability insurance for them while they are up here and they’ll measure the bridge, they’ll do 
all kind of safety studies on the bridge and get it back to us but we need a resolution from 
Clinton and Essex County because we share the bridge and allow them to do that at no cost to 
us. 
 
RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE SWING BRIDGE REHABILITATION PROJECT LOCATED 
IN THE TOWN OF CHESTERFIELD, AND GIVES PERMISSION TO THE RENSSELAER 
POLYTECNIC INSTITUTE (RPI) FACULTY AND STUDENTS TO UNDERTAKE THIS 
PROJECT. 
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava. 
 
MORROW: Any other discussion on that one? If not, all in favor, opposed – carries.  Thank you 
very much gentleman. 
 
GARROW:  Jerry you did ask me if I had any information on it.  It does have a bin number so I 
have a little bit of information so I’ll get that to?   
 
MORROW: Okay, if you can get it to the girl in Clinton County.  Thank you Chris. Thank you 
very much. 
 

*************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was Soil and Water with Dave Reckahn reporting as 
follows: 
 
MORROW:  Everybody’s got Dave’s Soil and Water report I assume.  Dave did you have 
anything that you didn’t have in your report or anything you want to explain to us? 
 
RECKAHN:  Yes, at the last meeting we talked about there was some discussions and I know 
there was some discussions this morning about hazardous waste.  I did look into the e-waste 
and I did find out that the place in Plattsburgh, Total Computers will be open again this year and 
will accept stuff that’s brought to them for free but they are closing at the end of this year and 
they will be gone. That will be unavailable after that.  I did get their list of things. They don’t take 
everything that’s electronic but they do take monitors, computers, laptops, servers, keyboards, 
mice, battery backups, stereo receivers, cell phones, DVD players, CD players and all phone 
equipment.  I know there would be some issues you would have to limit it because that’s all they 
are going to take but I would just make the offer to check into.  I’d have to make bring it to my 
soil and water conservation district board is that if there was a real need and you wanted to try 
and get rid of the waste since we can get rid of it for free this year in Plattsburgh that we would 
offer to check into the cost of doing the collection at the hazard waste pick up days because it 
has to be there because one of the things that they do have to have is we can’t handle it by 
hand and move it they want it on pallets so we would have to figure out a way to get it on 
pallets, load it onto a truck and they would have semis there that we could just move it from one 
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truck to another or if there was some way I don’t know if we could do this, if there was some 
way we could get a semi-trailer and just dump it off to them then they would take it from there 
but I would look into it if there is a consensus from the board here if they would like us to look 
into try and get rid of the e-waste as long as my board would approve it we would look at doing 
that. 
 
PALMER:  Just as a follow up to that I did speak to Tony at Serkil too and he is working on 
something too so you may have a second solution but we can certainly address that when it 
comes because I said to Tony look, you know what this is becoming more of an issue and 
you’ve got to come up with some kind of a solution so he is working on something I don’t know 
what it will look like but he’s supposed to get back to me. 
 
JACKSON: Dave what is the address of that place in Plattsburgh? 
 
RECKAHN: I can’t remember the exact address.  It’s right on Route 9 as you get off on exit 39 
and then you turn and then you go towards the Cumberland Theater, it’s on the right hand side 
just before you get to the Cumberland Theater. 
 
JACKSON:  Okay thanks. 
 
RECKAHN: It’s right there. It’s right on the main road, fairly easy to get in and out of. 
 
MORROW:  Anybody else? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So they accept e-waste at no cost? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
RECKAHN: They accept it at no cost, yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Old televisions all of it? 
 
RECKAHN: No it’s just what we’re talking about.  They will take, at one point they were taking 
televisions but it was a $25 cost for any TV’s or any CRT monitors. 
 
MONTY:  Flat screen monitors they’ll take but they won’t take a CRT monitor. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Right yes. 
 
RECKAHN:  Yes. 
 
PALMER: That phone number for them is 518-561-6885. 
 
RECKAHN:  So if you wanted to put your stuff onto a pallet you guys can take them right from 
your trailer stations also up there. 
 
PALMER:  That’s what we do here.  We put them in a trailer when the trailer is full we run them 
up but we’ve been working with Jim on the place out of Albany that or Troy? 
 
MONTY:  Troy. 



Department of Public Works 
Monday, March 19, 2018  7 
 
 
PALMER:  Yes, that picks up as well. 
 
McNALLY:  What is it twenty-five cents, thirty-five cents? 
 
MONTY:  They’re computers and just the same deal as Dave’s anything electronic and stuff 
outside of CRT’s they take for nothing so we’ve got a container up there and we have them 
gated and on pallets and they fill them and when it’s full I call them and they come up and pick it 
up.  If there are televisions if we have for the old console type TV’s we charge $40, for the 
normal size TV’s we charge $25 and for the small, tabletop TV’s we charge $10 which is 
basically what they charge us to take. 
 
PALMER: But those are all CRT’s right? 
 
MONTY:  Those are all the CRT’s. 
 
PALMER:  That waste stream is getting down there. There’s not, you can’t buy them it’s just 
what is left out there.  It’s really most any flat screen TV or any normal new computer equipment 
that’s flat screened are going to be free, there are not going to be any charge to those it’s really 
just the older CRT’s that are really chargeable. 
 
MONTY:  I would recommend if anyone uses them we’ve had very good luck with them but 
make sure you have a locked container for them because if you don’t your transfer station 
unless you’ve someone specifically sitting right there, you find all sorts of things put in it. We 
keep ours locked and when somebody comes in we unlock it and handle it that way. 
 
MORROW:  Okay anybody else?  You have anything else Dave? 
 
RECKAHN: The only other thing I’ll just mention and I know it doesn’t pertain to everybody else 
but there is a large conference that we are attending. There is information that may be of 
interest at some point hopefully not, it’s about the harmful algae blooms and tomorrow there’s 
going to be a large conference in Ticonderoga for the east side of Lake Champlain which 
includes some issues in Lake George, there’s also issues in Port Henry and there’s issues up in 
Clinton County at the park that’s up there there’s some issues North of Plattsburgh and there’s 
going to be discussions, there’s going to be people there from all over the State and all over the 
nation that’s going to talk about harmful algae blooms.  I believe unless it changes that the 
Governor is also supposed to be there and if anybody is interested there is an open, public 
session from six to eight o’clock in the evening.  There will be an all-day work session for 
everything from soil and water districts to Cornell Extension and the Health Department and all 
kinds of people are invited for that. That runs from nine in the morning until four-thirty in the 
afternoon and that’s about all I have. 
 
MORROW:  Anybody have any questions for Dave?  If not, thank you very much Dave. 
 
RECKAHN: Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Does anybody have anything else for DPW? 
 
MONTY: It’s not actually for DPW and I was remiss about doing it last week it should have been 
done at Human Services.  March is National Developmental Disabilities Month. I’d like to offer a 
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resolution in support of Mountain Lake Services for what they do for the people of Essex County 
both as an employer, one of the largest employers in Essex County as well as the services they 
provide for individuals with developmental disabilities. 
 
MORROW: Can I have a unanimous second on that, thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION TO MOUNTAIN LAKE SERVICES 
OF ESSEX COUNTY AND PROCLAIMING MARCH AS NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES MONTH. 
Moved by Mr. Monty, seconded unanimously. 
 
McNALLY:  Yes, this is under DPW Chris just gave us this equipment plan for the solid waste.  
What do we have budgeted? Do we have an account for equipment? 
 
PALMER:  We have a reserve account that we pretty much used.  You spent the money out of 
that, there was one-hundred and some thousand in there that we just authorized last month for 
the roll off and then you went to fund balance to get an additional truck so essentially right now 
you have nothing, you’re out of money in the capital reserve portion of the solid waste because 
we spent it this year but we typically put $100,000 in. 
 
McNALLY:  It looks like going forward we are going to need $350,000? 
 
PALMER: Yeah, that’s what you’re looking at. 
 
MORROW: Yes, each year. 
 
McNALLY: I was just wondering what that would do if we were to spread that out at the per 
tonnage rate? 
 
PALMER:  Yeah we talked about that I think I had calculated that once.  I don’t have it in front of 
me right now but I can give you that. 
 
McNALLY:  I think we have to move forward with this plan or we’ll be sitting here next year with 
the same process. 
 
PALMER: Well, yes it’s something you have to decide if we’re going to invest in the system we 
probably have to do it. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright, thank you. 
 
JACKSON: I brought it up before have we had any response yet on trying to get the plastic 
recyclables? 
 
PALMER: I talked to Tony about that. He thinks he takes most everything. I don’t know, he’s 
going to give me a list of everything he does take or not. 
 
JACKSON: That would be very helpful. 
 
MORROW: And Dan’s right, after you brought that up I talked to Tony about it we’re going to 
have a meeting on it and Tony said, I will quote him, “I’ll recycle anything they want.” So he’s 
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working, we’re going to have a meeting with him. 
JACKSON: That’s great news. Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Thank you. 
 
MERRIHEW: Just for clarification does this money on the Serkil reflect the State reimbursement 
that began or not now because that’s not a guarantee? 
 
PALMER:  No that’ sin there.  That is in the total solid waste budget. It’s a revenue source for 
the county’s side, the county typically runs about $400,000 for the county’s portion of the solid 
waste portion and then we use that whatever it is from the one-ninety or whatever it is from the 
State as an offset to the revenue. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Thank you. 
 
MORROW: Any other questions for DPW? If not, we stand adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Department of Public Works 
Committee it was adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 
 


