
Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

 
 
Randy Preston, Chairman 
Shaun Gillilland, Vice-Chairman 
 
Chairman Preston called this Regular Board Meeting to order at 10:00 am with a salute to the 
flag. Upon roll-call, the following Supervisors were found in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie 
Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, 
Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ron Moore, Gerald Morrow, Roby 
Politi, Randy Preston, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Joe-Pete Wilson.   
 
Department Heads present were:  Linda Beers, Judy Garrison, Dan Manning, Michael 
Mascarenas and Dan Palmer. 
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present:   David Wolf and Sue Allott. 

News media present:  Sun News – Pete DeMola. 

 
PRESTON:  We’ll call this meeting to order.  Please rise to salute the flag.  Thank you.  Roll call.  
Next item on the agenda, introduction of guests we have Dave Wolf that is here to do a short, 
broadband presentation. 
 
WOLF: Good morning.  What I want to do is give you an overview and make sure we’re all on 
the same page with where we are in broadband in terms of program.  The Governor publically 
admitted that there will be numerous access to IT Broadband in the State of New York by the 
end of 2019 as defined as 100 megabytes to the mass majority for those in rural parts of the 
State where in other parts of the county it could be down to 25 megabytes which is below the 
Federal Standard of high broadband. 
There are two programs one is the New York State Broadband program $670 million dollars 
have been allocated by the State and they have gone through three phases.  We are now in the 
middle of phase III, phases I & II are already done implemented by the end of this year.  Phase 
III is to be done, implemented by the end of next year. The other part of this has to do with the 
merger of Time Warner and Charter with a company called Spectrum and part of that merger 
agreement they were to if you will, expand a network to cover 145,000 additional households 
that has become the issue you probably heard about.  The public service commission is 
currently charging Spectrum with violating that agreement and asking or forcing them to 
supposedly leave.  I know nothing that you don’t know in public speaking I know what’s going to 
happen with that issue is Spectrum is claiming houses in New York City, Buffalo for example 
and the State is saying no, no, no it’s supposed to be in rural parts of New York State.  
Hopefully if there is a resolution to that that will we’ll see more of that 145,000 up here so that’s 
the broad background.  
The reason I’m here today is two-fold I’m dedicating this week and next week to the Program 
Office and what information would you like see to help you manage and roll out of the program 
number one.  Number two in talking to many of you it is very clear that there are going to be 
households that fall through the cracks that won’t be addressed by either program and we need 
to identify those households, we need to quantify, figure out how big the problem and what 
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monies will be required to actually solve and to connect those people.  Until we connect those 
folk and it’s not true to the North Country the Governor’s claim of 100% coverage is not going to 
be accurate. 
Real fast let me just show you information that is currently available then I’m going to ask what 
additional information you might need.  If you go on the website and I will give the URL and on 
the website if you click on resources you can actually get to this page that says you put in an 
address any address in the State and it will tell you what Broadband capabilities are available 
for example in the Town of Keene Valley, 6 Evergreen Lane there are six opportunities that you 
can do.  A number of them are satellite, Hughes Net and Skycasters and Viastat those are 
obviously available throughout the State.  What’s important here though is Keene Valley Video 
which is currently installed at a 100 mega and then if you see the little asterisks over there they 
got an award for part of the New York State Broadband program to bring fiber to the homes in 
Keene Valley so this is an example of what information is currently out there.   
In addition to that they have a map of the State of New York again you can get off the website 
and this shows you okay, by region and I’ll bring it into the north country next hopefully you can 
recognize this is outlined but I tried to get as much as Essex County as I could in there.  It is 
outlined based on speed, 100 megabytes, 25 megabytes two different colors and what type of 
service is available.  You still see parts of the Essex County that are in green that means there 
is no service now if that’s all forest preserve that’s great, if it’s not that means potentially there 
are folk in there that are not being covered even today or tomorrow so that there lies the issue 
so this is what’s available. 
One of my proposed if you will, enhancements would be to follow it talking to people if you 
actually color coded things by provider not just by the speed in this case I tried to get as much 
as Essex County as I could you see the providers are colored coated so cable for Willsboro is 
orange these are the grants phases one, two and three by census block that have been 
awarded through the New York State program.  If a provider receives money or has received a 
grant they are required to connect everyone in that census block with their service so 
theoretically everybody in the color areas should be covered. 
The first question I’ve got for you and I’ll ask for kind of your reaction at the end is this more 
valuable to you especially if we did at a town level than the map I showed you before? 
 
MONTY: Absolutely. 
 
WOLF:  Let me take it now one step further this is Willsboro to the North, Essex to the South 
Essex you’ll notice is pretty much covered that’s the good news. 
 
JACKSON: Kind of, sort of. 
 
WOLF: Kind of, sort of and by the way neither one of these towns to my knowledge is expecting 
a franchise so they are either covered by this New York State program or they are not covered.  
The problem in Willsboro is everything in green is not being covered by the New York State 
program so at a minimum everything in green would be an issue of concern.  Are there folk in 
those green areas and if so we need to identify them and find out who’s falling through the 
cracks.  The areas in color you need to manage the program. I would suggest you would need 
to know what’s the timeline?  When are they going to be installed?  How many households are 
they going to hook up?  How are they doing against installed plan and once installed are they 
providing the service at the speed and at the cost that they contracted before? 
 
MONTY:  Dave excuse me.  Can I pull that up for Lewis?  That map just like that? 
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WOLF: I can’t right now but I could get it for you yes. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
WOLF:  This information I’ve got is what I’d like to do is have the Broadband Program office 
provide this information officially.  It’s based on GES coordinates that they have ever since this 
block has been awarded they have as public information and we’ve had someone plot it but I’d 
love to get the officially stamp of approval on it those are the first step but sure anybody that 
would like it at the town level I’m more than happy to give you this version for your town.  So 
that’s the New York State Broadband program issue. 
The other issue is Spectrum I believe this is accurate it was a year ago.  Spectrum has 
increased their franchise but everybody in blue has a franchise everybody not in blue doesn’t so 
again Willsboro and Essex don’t have a franchise so what they see from the providers is what 
you get.  The issue you got with the Spectrum franchise is the following this is Roby, Town of 
North Elba, Lake Placid this is what’s been awarded to North Elba. It’s Hughes Net basically 
outside of Lake Placid so the question is are there folk in Lake Placid that are not connected 
and will not be connected?  It’s a bit of a black hole. The answer is I know in Harrietstown where 
I live there are and the question we’ve got for everybody here is how do we identify the people 
falling through the cracks in a situation like this?  Having said that my one recommendation is 
we get at the town of county Franklin County has done this at the county level they’ve gone and 
signed a nondisclosure against Spectrum and it needs to be executed by someone who has 
contract authority maybe Dan has to sign it and that will be all the addresses, address 
information for in this case Essex County where Spectrum is going to bill that as part of the 
$145,000 if the towns want to do this simply sign a non-disclosure I’ll help you get that will help 
you plot and figure out who is not, these people are being covered who is not being covered so 
the minimum I would say start here and I can get you connected. 
Two issues what additional information do you need and number two our goal when all said and 
done to identify people who have fallen through the cracks.  What I proposed for you is part of 
what I’ve been hearing from folk is tough to sometimes get answers back because there’s a lot 
of us and there’s a few of them down in Albany and so the question is how can we streamline 
that process?  This is a prime time we are talking through the end of 2019, after that all bets are 
off.  It does make sense to me that you have someone at the county level helping you guys 
understand what information is available from Albany being able to handle the worries you have 
and then when they call Albany it’s only one person not lots of people calling and hopefully that 
will help the resource imbalance so I throw that out there to think about. 
Number two, the ball is in your court.  You all at the town level have the advantage.  As I said 
before I think you need information about what’s the timeline by provider, what’s the number of 
households, how they are doing against that timeline on a weekly, monthly some kind of regular 
basis and when it’s all said and done are the people getting the service?  Is it 25 Meg 
consistent?  Is it at the right price?  I throw out a question we had a disclosure down in 
Johnsburg that I monitored.  It was very successful.  There was another one up here in 
Willsboro that was done where you brought folk in from the providers and the public was able to 
ask questions. Does it make sense to do one of those?  I throw that out there. The bottom line 
and the big question I’ve got for you all is how do we work together to figure out who is going to 
fall through the cracks?  So I’ll stop talking.  I’m looking again for feedback what additional 
information do you want, what thoughts do you have I can pass along to the Broadband 
Program Office? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’ve been negotiating with Spectrum for years now Time Warner  previous them 
on different areas that we wanted to see serviced in the Town of Moriah and I actually have a 
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letter on file from Time Warner before the merger stating that they were going to provide the 
expansion in both areas then after the merger that all fell to the waist side but to date I have 
never been contacted by anyone from the Governor’s office, from Public Service Commission, 
from no one from the State of New York in regards to this program unless I made the initial call 
you’re out there on your own.  So the only communication that I’ve had is with the 
representative from the Public Service Commission and also with Spectrum so how do we begin 
to even to – I don’t even know if Spectrum is in for any expansion money in our Community or in 
the North Country for that matter so trying to obtain the information has been very difficult if not 
impossible even find out if you’re being serviced by Spectrum where you even stand in any of 
this. 
 
WOLF:  There are two programs and Spectrum is doing $145,000 as part of the original 
agreement so they have not received monies from the State Program.  I believe as a franchise 
owner each has the right I think to ask for an understanding of the network within your franchise 
area and so one possible way to do it is to sit down and say okay where does the network end? 
The issue becomes if the network doesn’t go down the street by definition everybody on that 
street is not connected and that might be one way to identify.  If the network does go down the 
street you could connect people along the sides. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We have a franchise agreement that expired in 2014 with Time Warner I can’t 
even get Spectrum on the table until we begin to negotiate so my hats off to the Public Service 
Commission for at least calling out Spectrum on what they promised they were going to do and 
haven’t done.  You know we just run into a wall in regards to trying to deal with this monster call 
Spectrum. 
 
POLITI:  I have the same problem. 
 
WOLF: The question is is there value in numbers I mean to the county or the North Country 
level is there a way we can – 
 
POLITI:  One of the things you said is households how is that defined is there a difference 
between year round and seasonal?  When you put that map up showing North Elba the 
interesting thing about it is the map showed that Moose Island is under the  Hughes Network 
red but Buck Island is green now that makes no sense whatsoever.  It makes no sense.  I mean 
there are more houses on Buck Island than on Moose Island so I don’t get it? 
 
WOLF: I rest my case.  There’s an example where none of the towns where Spectrum is not a 
franchise presence but they claim some census blocks in that town and as a result those 
census blocks were not included in the New York State programing so everybody in those 
census blocks are not covered by definition. That’s part of what I’m getting to is we need the 
towns to focus in and say whoops, we have a problem.  Point well taken Roby. 
 
GILLILLAND: I’ve asked the Broadband office and stuff and they just kind of shoved it aside but 
when the Broadband office goes away even though they said they were not going to go away 
what happens?  How do we hold these providers feet to the fire because they claim they are 
going to the public service commission, the public service commission will not talk to those reps 
they are kind of like there’s no definitive plan how they are going to regulate all of these so I 
know it’s going to fall down onto the local Governments to be able to regulate what’s going on in 
the town so what I need to know from the State is what authorities and where do we go when a 
census block is not fully covered, the service is not being provided according to what they are 
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supposed to be if the cost is skyrocketing because they are not holding to it because there 
doesn’t seem to be any structure in this whole thing but what happens after supposedly the 
build out date passes? 
 
WOLF:  Fair question my focus today is we’ve got some time before that happens and what can 
we do together to get as much information as possible now?  Fair question. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Years ago there was when they started building the cable system the State of 
New York there was the Cable Commission which was headed by Tom Isabella who they, their 
only focus was cable period.  And then for whatever reason I think it was under Governor Pataki 
they did away with the Cable Commission and they turned everything over to the public service 
commission so the issue is we all know the public service commission has way to much on their 
plate to begin with so to follow up to what Mr. Gillilland is saying there’s really no, local 
Government there’s really no one you can go to I mean you go to the public service commission 
and you know, you get, we’ll get back to you so there’s no place to go especially when you’re 
dealing with a monster like Spectrum.  I mean they will tell you anything you want to hear next 
thing is they don’t do it except raise the rates they are very good at that. 
 
WOLF: I’m trying to be sensitive to your time is it fair to say the information the color coating 
would be helpful and some type of progress reports by town based on a timeline and number of 
households to be connected and how you’re doing against that would be helpful? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Absolutely. 
 
WOLF: Anything else other than this big question. 
 
MONTY:  That was going to be my question we need an answer as to what is going to happen if 
they force Spectrum out of Essex County because I’m losing 60% of my town, you’re losing 
almost 100% of your town what is going to happen?  I know it doesn’t really pertain to this 
program per say it really does. 
 
WOLF:  That again is a fair concern I’m saying we have a concern even if that doesn’t happen 
and hopefully doesn’t. 
 
MONTY:  I know but if that does happen we have larger concern. 
 
WOLF:  So I kind of throw this one out to you all I’m looking at a light recommendation doing 
something at the county level and I’m going to go to Franklin County later this week same kind 
of presentation I want to do the same thing across the North Country and say it from a county 
perspective you all have hopefully a universal concern about things falling through the cracks 
and the big problem we’ve got is understanding who is falling through the cracks in the 
Spectrum franchise.  Is that fair?   
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes. 
 
WOLF:  And another question is what can you do to help me? 
 
JACKSON:  You mentioned earlier when you were talking that there is a poverty level because 
there’s people in my town that they’ve run the cable by that they go to them and what the cost is 
it’s just out of their range they don’t have that in their budget.  What’s the numbers or can you 
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get us I don’t expect a quote now but can you get us the numbers for what it is for a family of 
three, a family of one, a family of five? 
 
WOLF:  That’s part of what I would recommend why have a county contact that information is 
available and should be sent out to everybody.  There are minimum required speeds for five 
years minimum or maximum amounts that can be charged that information should be sent to 
everybody so you can pass it along to your constituents and I believe there is a level for people 
that are financially strapped. I don’t have it off hand it’s in the budget. 
Jim, is there any recommendation you can make? 
 
MONTY:  I think we need to as a county move forward with this and maybe try to partner with 
Clinton and Franklin County as well. If we can all get on the same page requesting this 
information I know I’ve already got Lewis done. That was one of the first things I did two and a 
half years ago.  I can tell you where Charter starts, ends where everything else is covered.  It 
was a lot of work I had several people volunteer to help me do it. I had that information available 
and I tried to share it previously they didn’t want to hear it so I think maybe as a county we go at 
it as a county level instead of individually in our own towns. I know Robin you have a lot of 
concerns too down there. 
 
DELORIA:  Well I’m glad you said my name.  Hughesnet is ridiculous.  The Broadband office 
has decided that they’ll redefine what broadband is so they are stuffing this in all these towns at 
the line that the provider to the fiber decided to draw the line and saw we can’t bill out that far 
because of costs and naturally when you’re bidding on census blocks you’re going to do what 
you feel is a financial good thing to do and everybody else gets the 25 meg that they are 
promising downgraded to 3 to 5 once they reach a data cap.  I don’t know how to wrap my head 
around that. If Broadband is 25 then it shouldn’t be 24 and it shouldn’t be cut down to 3 and 5 
once a data cap has been placed on it but listen they are making the laws and there isn’t a 
whole lot anybody can do. 
 
WOLF:  Which is all more reason why it’s important to the towns to monitor the progress.  That 
program has not yet gone out. I have heard nobody that’s been jumping up and down about it.  I 
would ask everybody watch it let’s see what happens. When it does roll out it’s really key that 
you all monitor it and if it’s not meeting the requirement we need to let the State know about 
that. 
 
DELORIA:  It’s not meeting it now so once it gets passed through it is what it is. 
 
WOLF: I’d like to say we are in violent agreement at this point. 
 
MARNELL:  In Schroon Lake we had a couple areas that were eliminated or cut out and the 
people in there they don’t have to pay, we don’t have a franchise fee, we don’t contract anymore 
we got rid of that a long time ago but we never did have a franchise fee but I suggested we 
initiate a franchise fee use that fee to service those small areas but these people in the area 
didn’t have to pay so we could, the town could pay to have that area serviced and use that 
franchise fee to pay that service because the franchise fee they only, the first and only way they 
get the franchise fee is after they bill so that’s why we never had one to begin with because if it 
was $100 it would have been $105 or $108.  Is that logical?  I mean they are not very big areas 
so they would be less than $100,000 to take care of them at least the people could get service. 
 
WOLF:  That is an idea that’s been brought up yes. 
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I’m done in terms of my presenting.  I think I’ve got the information I need to pass along about 
what additional information you want the key players.   
 
MONTY: Send me that map. 
 
WOLF:  Yes I will send you a map.  Let me know I’ll let everybody know my email address if you 
need your own maps and the question is what can we do collectively? What can the county do 
with regard in trying to identify who’s falling through the cracks?  Major concern.  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Well thank you David. We appreciate it and we will now move to resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION #268 – AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO 
INSTITUTE A STATE AND FEDERAL POLICY AND PROCEDURE WHICH MANDATES ALL 
CURRENT AND FUTURE EMPLOYEES IN THE CHILD SUPPORT UNIT BE SUBJECT TO 
AN FBI BACKGROUND CHECK AND FINGERPRINTING AS A JOB REQUIREMENT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #269 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR A GRANT FROM ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE INNOVATION GRANT, 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $250,000.00 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #270 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO 
ACCEPT YEAR FOUR OF A FIVE YEAR WIC GRANT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $368,900.00, 
AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
THE SAME. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Harrington, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #271 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO 
HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2018, ON THE PROPOSED 2019-
2020 STATE FISCAL YEAR ANNUAL UPDATE. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Gillilland and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #272 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Gillilland and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
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NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #273 – AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT THE 2018 NEW YORK STATE INTEROPERABLE 
COMMUNICATIONS FORMULA GRANT (SICG) IN THE AMOUNT OF $799,637.00. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
PRESTON:  Any questions or concerns? 
 
MONTY:  Randy is a yearly one we get? 
 
PALMER: Yes, this is our standard yearly grant that the State determines the amount and then 
we’re authorized to use it for emergency services purposes. 
 
PRESTON:  Any further questions or concerns?  If not, roll call vote. 
 
RESOLUTION #274 – AUTHORIZING A SALES TAX EXEMPTION DURING 
CONSTRUCTION PHASE OF THE NORTHWOODS INN PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF 
NORTH ELBA. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Politi, seconded by Mr. Wilson and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #275 – AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION SMART GROWTH GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,000.00, FOR THE 
BATHROOM PROJECT AT THE FISH HATCHERY, AND AUTHORIZING A BUDGET 
AMENDMENT FOR THE SAME. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Depo, seconded by Mr. Harrington and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #276 – AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES 
AND/OR COUNCILS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Depo and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #277 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS, ISSUE 
CONTRACTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND 
AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS AND TRANSFERS, AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME UPON 
THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY. 
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This resolution was moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Monty and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #278 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY YOUTH ADVOCATE 
PROGRAM TO PLACE A PART-TIME INDIVIDUAL AT THE ESSEX COUNTY FISH 
HATCHERY TO ASSIST STAFF WITH DAILY OPERATIONS UPON PROGRAM REVIEW 
AND UPON APPROVAL BY THE DPW SUPERINTENDENT AND COUNTY ATTORNEY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Depo and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #279 – OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO DAVE RECKAHN 
ESSEX COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT MANAGER UPON HIS 
RETIREMENT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Morrow, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
PRESTON: Unanimous second, thank you even though I don’t think we should let him retire 
because he does an amazing job although I think his second in command will do an amazing 
job too but I’ve got a little program in Wilmington I was hoping he’d help me with before he rides 
off into the sunset but I wish him nothing but the best. He has done an excellent job for the 
county alright, I will shut up. 
 
RESOLUTION #280 – ADOPTING THE BY-LAWS OF THE LAKE CHAMPLAIN-LAKE 
GEORGE REGIONAL PLANNING BOARD. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Harrington and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #281 – AUTHORIZING REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES TO AMEND THE 
REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICE FEE SCHEDULE, INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF 
CERTAIN SERVICES FROM THE CURRENT FEE. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Depo and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
TABLED:  RESOLUTION #282 – OPPOSING THE ADVERSE ABANDONMENT OF THE 30-
MILE SECTION OF RAILROAD, COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE SANFORD LAKE BRANCH 
OR THE TAHAWUS LINE, BETWEEN NORTH CREEK AND THE FORMER TAHAWUS 
MINE, IN THE TOWN OF NEWCOMB, NEW YORK. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. DeLoria, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava, and tabled. 
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PRESTON:  Mr. DeLoria I understood you have a question about this? 
 
DELORIA: Yes Chairman Preston and Vice-Chairman Gillilland and I had a phone conference 
with the DEC people Wednesday of last week.   They were quite at odds and hoped to be able 
to work with us on this and they did not necessary like the fact that there was a resolution put 
forth opposing it.  That afternoon an individual in Newcomb Paul Mitchell from the Tahawus 
purchase that we’ve been working with met with the Omnitrax individual in the DEC office that 
Wednesday afternoon.  Friday of last week our core group that’s been working on in trying to 
get this whole railroad project fixed since January 5 met and there’s been some significant 
changes.  What I would like to do at this point is to table this until our Ways and Means 
Committee in the event that New York State is truly softened their idea on this adverse 
abandonment and in order to do that they would not be able to file it so let’s table it until Ways & 
Means.  Let’s let this play out a little bit if necessary I’ll ask the board to put it back on the table. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’ll second the motion to table. 
 
PRESTON:  There’s no discussion on the table so this is a regular vote. All in favor, opposed – 
so carried and it is tabled. 
 
RESOLUTION #283 – AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN HOURS FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF MOTOR VEHICLE SUPERVISORS FROM 35 HOURS PER WEEK TO 40 HOURS PER 
WEEK BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 4, 2018, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GARRISON:  Resolutions from the floor.  Resolution adopting proposed Local Law No. 4 of 
2018 entitled, “A local law to raise the legal age of sale of tobacco products in Essex County to 
21 years of age”  We do need twelve. 
 
PRESTON:  We need twelve to put it on the floor. 
 
GARRISON:  Yes, we do. 
 
PRESTON:  We have twelve.  Somebody want to move it? 
 
RESOLUTION # 284 - ADOPTING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF 2018 ENTITLED, “A 
LOCAL LAW TO RAISE THE LEGAL AGE OF SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS IN ESSEX 
COUNTY TO 21 YEARS OF AGE”   
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  1755 votes (Morrow, Harrington, Jackson, Wilson, Monty, Politi, Marnell,  
    Giordano, Preston) 
NOES:      1166 votes (Merrihew, Depo, McNally, Scozzafava, DeLoria, Moore,  
    Montroy, Tyler, Gillilland) 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
PRESTON:  Discussion? 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  For the record I don’t necessarily disagree with raising the age to 21 my 
concern has been from day one, you have individuals in this county right now that are legally 
buying cigarettes that are 18, 19, and 20 years of age and tomorrow you stop them and that’s 
wrong.  This should have been phased in and took in some consideration for those individuals 
with nothing wrong with smoking and buying them legally and the other concern I have is that 
this all goes down to the vendors the small mom and pop stores you know you have to be 21 
years of age to buy smokes then make it illegal to smoke until you’re age 21.  I mean I don’t 
know why you’re rear end running around this thing but that’s the bottom line.  You can’t buy 
them until you’re 21 years of age but if I’m 18, 19 or 15 I can go find somebody to buy them for 
me that’s 21 so what are you really accomplishing here?  Except making people do things that 
are even more unethical.  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Thank you Tom for your comments. 
 
MOORE:  Yes I don’t think that any of us can argue the fact that tobacco use is harmful but 
we’re all probably within twenty or thirty minutes of an adjoining county or Vermont State.  The 
fact and I agree with Tom if you don’t put something in this law that prohibits the use as well as 
the purchase I don’t see that it’s going to have any real effect on this.  I guess the other thing 
that I have to say it’s really a state issue just like alcohol was and most of all I think I’m under 
the belief that Government should have as little interference in people’s lives as possible. This 
to me just goes beyond that it affects the legal ability for a person that is of legal age to make a 
choice.  Thanks. 
 
JACKSON:  I agree that this should be handled by a State Government but they fumbled the 
ball on it.  They haven’t taken it up and they refuse to take it up however, they have no problem 
in discussing and legalizing marijuana and smoking marijuana cannot be any better for you than 
smoke from the tobacco nobody wants to talk about that but I think that’s the next big issue they 
are more concerned about making people happy by letting them get token up and they’re not 
concerned at all about health. They talk about health, they don’t really care about health it’s all 
about the economy and the other thing is I’ve been keeping track of everybody that has spoken 
for this legislation I expect that same coalition next here against the marijuana because if you’re 
opposed to the health issue of tobacco you have to be opposed to the health issue of marijuana 
so it won’t be long you’ll be back again.  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Thank you. 
 
DELORIA:  Yes, briefly whether this resolution passes or fails I believe that it should be follow 
up by an education program comprehensive of public schools because I believe personally that 
these kids under the age of 18 that are smoking and their parents know about it, probably some 
of them are getting it from their parents and it’s not even the 18, the 19 and the 20 year olds 
hanging around with a 13 year old so I think that there is so much more to this issue than meets 
the eye.  I believe that it would be a legislative nightmare to try and weld in an age to protect the 
18, 19 and 20 year olds that currently might be smoking.  I also see the economic swing of the 
next three years with the small towns like Minerva and Newcomb where they are just going to 
go to Hamilton County or Warren County so if that did occur and these kids happen to be buying 
a pack and maybe it’s not a pack a day maybe it’s a pack a week it’s just the thought well they 
are going outside of town, they are not going to be buying their gas there because they are 
headed out for a pack of smokes and they are going to be getting maybe their soda maybe milk, 
bread and eggs so it’s a very precarious resolution and unfortunately until the vote comes back 
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around I’m still undecided on it.  Disband them in the whole county, don’t even sell them here 
would be the best thing to do but I think this is one of these laws that we can possibly table this 
resolution and look at education in the public schools that’s my stance on it. 
 
PRESTON: Any other questions at this point? 
 
MARNELL:  Tell me again how it is enforced? 
 
PRESTON:  We are going to make you the smoking Sheriff.  Mr. Moore is going to give you a 
Frontier Town badge, I’m sorry I don’t mean to make fun of it but I kind of do that on occasion.  I 
can’t answer that question. 
 
MANNING: I can answer it.  It’s enforced by the Public Health Director either through a 
complaint driven process which comes from constituency, the people or if they are made aware 
of it in any other fashion. She would then prepare the necessary documents, supporting 
deposition in a complaint per say that would be served upon then maybe a warning I don’t know 
if you’re going to give a warning but it’s not in the law but you can, that is served upon the 
individual then a hearing is held in front of hearing officer and that hearing officer will take 
testimony and maybe trial and then determination will be made by the hearing officer, the public 
health director will sort of be the prosecutor the person who presents the evidence to the 
hearing officer the decision will be made and fines are the penalty that are allowed for. 
 
MARNELL:   How much can the fines be? 
 
PRESTON:  Mr. Harrington did you have something? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Yes but he wanted further clarification. 
 
MARNELL:  How much are the fines and who will determine how much the fines are? 
 
MANNING:  Fines are not less than $300 for the first, no not less than $300 but not to exceed a 
$1000 for the first violation and then for each subsequent violation the minimum is increased to 
$500 and $1500. 
 
McNALLY:  This law has no teeth to start with.  When do we let our Public Health become a 
judicial branch of our Government and how are people going to defend themselves?  I mean a 
hearing officer is that what we’re going to rely on in cases like this?  If this was a New York 
State law it would go to a court and have opportunity to hire an attorney and everything else.  
This is crazy. 
 
MANNING:  Hearing officers are used ambiguously throughout New York State for various 
reasons. This is a civil matter not a criminal matter so often they’re used in the employment 
realm they’re used I think the State uses them in alcohol replications, replications so this was 
the best mechanism I could come up with.  I’m only the stringer I don’t have a dog in this fight I 
was just told what to do.  I have looked at other laws which made absolutely no sense, they had 
the public health officer being both prosecutor and Judge which is completely off the wall why 
they want to do that so I came up with the hearing officer mechanism so that you would have an 
independent person who does this often that makes the final decision because it’s civil anybody 
who is charged with this would have the opportunity to bring a lawyer and to defend their case 
and then the last sort of safe guard for an individual has been charged and found guilty is that 
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they bring an Article 78 proceeding which is often done which is a challenge to an administrative 
proceeding in this case the Judge’s decision, the hearing officer’s decision they can bring an 
Article 78 proceeding to the Supreme Court across the way and then a determination can be 
made by the Supreme Court whether the judgment of the hearing officer was arbitrary, 
capricious or unfounded in the law in anyway if that’s the case he’s off the hook if not, the 
hearing officer ruling stands. 
 
McNALLY:  And this is the extent of what we’re going to do in all the surrounding counties?  
That’s what this law basically says.  I have two convenient stores in the Town of Minerva both of 
them are within six miles of Warren County.  The people from Minerva drive to Warren County 
to work pretty much everybody that works in town works in Warren County.  Now I’ve heard this 
statistic that it will affect 2% of your sales, 2% is misleading that is just tobacco sales.  If I live in 
Minerva and I work at Gore Mountain and I get paid Friday I’m going to buy a pack of cigarettes.  
Guess what?  I’m going to buy my gas at Stewarts.  I’m going to buy my milk at Stewarts and 
that is taking from the pockets of my local business that struggle to survive and all this is doing, 
is doing this so we feel good about ourselves but there’s ramifications to my local businesses 
and I’m not opposed to the 21 smoking I think it should be illegal to smoke until you’re 21 but 
this does nothing to curve that, nothing and I can read statistics one way or another all day long 
here.  It just doesn’t make sense to do this when this is a State law, the State should handle 
this. 
 
MANNING: Steve as I said, I don’t have a dog in the fight. I’m just the discriminator. I drafted the 
law to make it function as best I could.  The rest of it you’re talking to the wrong guy. 
 
PRESTON: Okay we are now going to do the roll call vote. 
 
PALMER: What a minute, you’ve got a couple more that want to speak. 
 
PRESTON: Well, if you guys want to stay here all day that’s entirely up to you. 
 
MONTY:  Isn’t that what they pay us to do? 
 
PRESTON: I think we do the roll call vote and then it falls where it falls.  It’s call democracy the 
last I checked.   
 
HARRINGTON:  I have a democratic issue that – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Just a point of order seriously Mr. Chairman members should be allowed to 
speak. 
 
PALMER: At least one per person. 
 
PRESTON:  Who do we have that wants to? Mr. Harrington. 
 
HARRINGTON:  This local law may not be perfect but it’s a step in the right direction.  I believe 
that we need to address this issue and if we just find every excuse that we possibly can to 
sabotage it we’re not doing what we are elected to do. 
 
PRESTON:  Thank you Mr. Harrington. 
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WILSON:  Thank you.  I’d like to follow up on what Mr. Harrington said.  The points that the 
honorable members are bringing up are valid and genuine concerns but for me I feel a stronger 
moral call to put those aside and do whatever we can to protect younger people from starting 
smoking and I feel that this a positive step that I can’t ignore that moral question.  Thank you. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I guess my first feedback is as a representative of my 
constituents I really have not received any support for this consideration.  The data that we as a 
board had received in the last three or four months to me presents very, very positive results 
smoking has decreased traumatically.  It’s a tribute to public ads, education as Ron pointed out.  
It’s mostly peer pressure and economics but all presently supporting a decrease in smoking at 
that age group so to me statistically there’s just no representation to identify such a public health 
emergency that would compel this board to preemptively enact a local law that is independent of 
all continuous member counties.  I agree with other comments here that proper process should 
be we give our representation to our state elected officials. This needs to come from the State 
now not from part time Board of Supervisors trying to enact an overkill to this passing. Thank 
you very much.  
 
MONTY:  Well first off I don’t disagree to what you said Ron I think we do have a lot of 
Government sometimes too much. I agree with a lot of what you have said and others have said 
but I want to share a brief conversation I recently had with my son.  We got talking about this 
and my son is a senior and he said, for the older kids juniors and seniors it isn’t so much the 
cigarettes as it is the vaping and the jewel.  He said you’d be surprised that probably 2/3 of the 
kids juniors and seniors locally are vaping or using a jewel.  He said the real surprise is the kids 
below juniors that are picking up the cigarettes and smoking which is leading to the vaping and 
the jewel and that was from a seventeen year old just recently entering his senior year.  Thank 
you. 
 
MORROW:  Well I was going to reserve my comments because there was so much here today 
but I can’t now.  I did get quite a few comments in favor of this law.  The only ones I got against 
it was from the retail stores whether they were emails or phone calls, verbal phone calls not to 
support it.  I don’t own a retail store but if I did I will tell you right now I would not put the health 
of our youth above my profits.  I would hold on to this enforce the law maybe.  When I go to the 
Youth Commission in Keeseville and talk to them I always talk about our youth today is our 
future of tomorrow. Whatever we can do to help that youth of today to continue to be our future 
of tomorrow we need to do.  No, this isn’t going to save everybody but the conscientious ones, it 
will and I think we need to do that and I wholeheartedly support this resolution today. 
 
GIORDANO:  I’ve exhausted my time speaking from the last time so I’m not going to further any 
remarks.  I just want to echo Charlie’s and Joe Pete’s comments but I do agree with them that 
this law is not perfect but it gives us something to address, the health concerns in our county 
and some of those, many of those could be a moral issue.  So with that I know we’re not going 
to reach a consensus here from the various perspectives we’re sharing I just want to say thank 
you to all the Board of Supervisors for allowing us to come to the full board for a decisive 
determination today. 
 
PRESTON: Okay I think we’re ready for the roll call. 
 
GARRISON: Mr. Morrow – yes; Mr. Harrington – yes; Mr. Merrihew – no; Mr. Jackson – yes; Mr. 
Depo – no; Mr. Wilson – yes; Mr. Monty – yes; Mr. McNally – no; Mr. Scozzafava- no; Mr. 
DeLoria – no; Mr. Politi – yes; Mr. Moore – no; Mr. Marnell – yes because I’m forced to because 
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of my wife; Mr. Montroy – no; Mr. Giordano – yes; Mr. Tyler – no; Mr. Gillilland – no and Mr. 
Preston – yes. 
 
PALMER: This ought to be close. 
 
GARRISON:  The resolution carries.  1755 –ayes; 1166 – noes. 
 
PRESTON: Thank you all.   
 
MONTY:  I have a resolution I’d like to bring from the floor pertaining to a request of our County 
Manager to ask for and sign a non-disclosure issue to charge Spectrum on the $145,000 
Broadband hookups that were supposed to done with the merge with Charter Spectrum. 
 
PRESTON: Okay we need twelve to put it on the floor. 
 
GARRISON:  Yes, we do. 
 
PRESTON: Okay so you’re moving it Mr. Monty? 
 
MONTY: Yes, I am. 
 
RESOLUTION # 285 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A NON-DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITH CHARTER 
COMMUNICATIONS/SPECTRUM AND ANY ALL OTHER DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO 
DETERMINE AND OBTAIN THE NAMES AND LOCATIONS OF ALL PERSON IN ESSEX 
COUNTY SERVICES BY CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS/SPECTRUM IN ORDER TO 
INSURE THAT ALL RESIDENTS OF ESSEX COUNTY ARE SERVICE BY BROADBAND. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
 
PRESTON: Any discussion? 
 
MERRIHEW:  Just a question, does this represent a point of contact that Dave was 
representing? 
 
MONTY:  Yeah, I think this would be the first step for us to start identifying what is and what is 
not served in Essex County and I think if we’re doing it as a county it gives all eighteen of us a 
better voice. 
 
MERRIHEW: And the County Manager his suggestion would be for that point of contact 
individual? 
 
PALMER: I do what I am assigned. 
 
MONTY:  He authorizes it and then that information can be disseminated to us. 
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PRESTON: Okay any further discussion? 
 
DELORIA:  Jim that resolution, just for Spectrum? 
 
MONTY:  Yes I think it is a first start because we can identify those. 
 
DELORIA:   Newcomb doesn’t have that but I’ll support that. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Any further discussion?  If not, this is a roll call vote. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  Thank you. Was there anything else from the floor? 
 
GILLILLAND:  This is not a motion but it’s an announcement.  I think all the members have 
gotten the thing about the WIC cards switching over to vouchers to electronic EBT cards for 
anybody who is on WIC they are going to shut it down from the 17th to the 21st but they will 
respond to emergencies if necessary and they are coming back and the tier is opening with EBT 
cards when they get that back online for full service by the 15th of October. Anybody that hears 
anything about problems during this period with WIC issues and people that need WIC then I 
would like them to call the Director of our Public Health Department.  Thank you very much. 
 
PRESTON:  Thank you.  Anything else? 
 
TYLER:  I’d like to have a resolution of congratulations to Mr. Monty for winning the milking 
contest at the fair this year by a slim margin. It was luck this year and year’s past so I think 
we’re gaining on him. 
 
PRESTON:  Okay, moved by Mr. Tyler, unanimous second please? 
 
RESOLUTION #286 – OF CONGRATULATIUONS TO TOWN OF LEWIS SUPERVISOR 
JAMES MONTY UPON HIS WINNING THE MILKING CONTEST AT THE 2018 ESSEX 
COUNTY FAIR. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
PRESTON:  Anything else to come from the floor? 
 
MORROW:  Not a resolution but I’d just like to take this opportunity to thank the County board 
here for their support against DEC putting a public boat launch site in Auger Lake it worked they 
will not do that.  So thank you very much for that. 
 
PRESTON: you’re welcome Mr. Morrow. Anything else to come from the floor?  Then if there’s 
nothing else we stand adjourned.  Thank you. 
 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Regular Board Meeting it was 
adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


