
Public Hearing 
Essex County Community Development Block Grant - 2019 Home Buyer Applications 

Monday, March 18, 2019 - 9:00 PM 
 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
Roby Politi, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Gillilland called this Public Hearing to order at 9:00 am with the following Supervisors in 
attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Stephen McNally, 
Dean Montroy, James Monty and Gerald Morrow.  Randy Preston and Joe Pete Wilson had been 
previously excused. Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Michael Marnell, Noel 
Merrihew, Roby Politi, Thomas Scozzafava, and Michael Tyler were absent. 

 
Department Heads present: Judy Garrison and Dan Palmer. Dan Manning had been previously 
excused.  
 
Deputies present: Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present: Penny Daniels and Bruce Misarski - Housing Assistance. 
 
GILLILLAND: We will call this Public Hearing to order and Community Development Block Grant 
Homebuyer Applications Public Hearing. Judy, please read the public hearing notice.  
 
GARRISON: Essex County notice of Public Hearing, Essex County Community Development Block 
Grant, 2019 Homebuyer Applications. Essex County will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, March 
18, 2019, 9:00 a.m., at the Essex County Board of Supervisors Chambers located at 7551 Court 
Street In Elizabethtown, New York for the purpose of hearing public comments on the Essex 
County’s community development needs, and to discuss the possible submission of one or more 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) applications for the 2019 program year. 
The CDBG program is administered by the New York State Office of Community Renewal (OCR), 
and will make available to eligible local governments approximately $45 million for the 2019 program 
year for housing, economic development, public facilities, public infrastructure, and planning 
activities, with the principal purpose of benefitting low/moderate income persons.  
The hearing will provide further information about the CDBG program and will allow for citizen 
participation in the development of any proposed grant applications and/or to provide technical 
assistance to develop alternate proposals. Comments on the CDBG program or proposed project(s) 
will be received at this time. The hearing is being conducted pursuant to Section 570.486, Subpart I 
of the CFR and in compliance with the requirements of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974, as amended.  
The location of hearing is accessible to persons with disabilities. If special accommodations are 
needed for persons with disabilities, those with hearing impairments, or those in need of translation 
from English, those individuals should contact Judith Garrison, Clerk of the Board at 518-873-3350, 
at least one week in advance of the hearing date to allow for necessary arrangements. Written 
comments may also be submitted to Judith Garrison, Clerk of the Board, 7551 Court Street, 
Elizabethtown NY 12932 
Dated:  March 7, 2019 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you Judy, I don’t see that there are any members of the public here for this, but 
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Bruce, do you want to say a couple of words about this particular grant?  
 
MISARSKI: Good morning and thank you. I’m Bruce Misarski, I’m with the Housing Assistance 
Program of Essex County. There is a funding availability that was just announced, as you may have 
known, we have CDBG funding around for housing back in November and those announcements 
just happened in January, so we were a bit surprised that this funding opportunity came up so quick. 
It’s traditionally once a year and I know they have been kind in their allocations. So, this is the 2019 
allocation for housing.  
Community Development Block Grant covers a lot of different municipal needs, including water, 
sewer, sewer plants, it could be economic development and all of those types of activities appear in 
the Regional Economic Counsel process. Housing is broken out of that and so we have our own 
little CDBG funding, just for housing activities. So, that’s what this is, it’s actually $10 million, the 
public notice mentioned $45 million, but that would probably be the entire allocation for all CDBG 
dollars. Housing alone is $10 million and towns, cities, villages, are eligible for $500,000.00, 
counties can apply for up to $1 million in CDBG funding. Application is going in April 26th, so we 
have a month and a half to get these applications prepared. Any town or village can apply for that 
and I’m assuming there will be another funding round, probably, in the late part of this year, for 
probably for 2020 funding rounds. So, if you don’t have anything happening in your municipality, 
right this funding round, there’s always another one around the corner. So, if you want to meet with 
us and talk about doing a housing activity, we’re here to do that for folks in the County.  
We have a couple different activities, we can perform housing rehabilitation, homeownership 
assistance, there’s also assistance for well and septic repairs for onsite septic and well replacement, 
lateral connections for municipal water and sewer projects and that’s direct connections for low to 
moderate income family homes to the systems, mobile home replacement is also an activity. CDBG 
dollars have to assist low and moderate income families, that’s the whole definition of Community 
Development Block Grants. So, to be eligible you have to eligible got to be helping at least 51% low 
and moderate income families and at least 70% of your funds have to be assisting the low and 
moderate income families. So, that’s the key to making this CDBG dollars work.  
Things you can’t do with CBDG dollars, is to do things that towns normally do on their own. So, you 
can’t generally fix your town hall or your town garage with CDBG dollars, unless it gets wiped out by 
a floor or some emergency allocation that may happen, but in general terms CDBG dollars are not 
here to help the town backfill their expenses. So, we cannot be purchasing new equipment, plow 
trucks with it or furnishing your offices with it, general operating for town funds.  
And the other, the last point is that we, whenever we do this we don’t want to displace anybody 
that’s already in their homes, so we’re very careful not to destroy housing units when we’re in the 
process of trying to create housing units.  
So, that’s basically it. Our intention for HAPEC, this year, is to apply for first time homebuyer funds 
and for the countywide and to do a housing rehab program, countywide. So, both of those we 
applied in the last funding round and either one of those got funded, so we’re really happy that this 
pot of money came available so quickly and we’ve got applications ready to go for both of those and 
with the homebuyer assistance program we assist about, Penny how many a year do we do in 
Essex County?  
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DANIELS: Probably 8 to 10.  
 
MISARSKI: Every year we assist at least 8 to 10 first time homebuyers getting to their homes and 
that’s using CDBG dollars for down payment, closing cost assistance, and also repairs of those 
homes, because often they need repairs before the family can move in and then also we run a 
housing rehab program that operates in municipalities and also we have a very long waitlist for 
Essex County, 100s of names that have been applied for assistance through the County program 
and we hope to do 12, at least 12 units with this money. So, you can ask for up to $1 million and it 
will probably be a mix of, something like $300,000.00 for housing rehab and probably $400,000.00 
homebuyer assistance.  
Any questions?  
 
MONTY: Bruce, we’ve been talking about the Town possibly looking for money to upgrade some of 
our water meters and laterals and putting in backflow preventers into our system. Would that be 
eligible program for this?  
 
MISARSKI: I know the lateral connection is. It would have to be low to moderate income families. I 
think you could, if we got a list together and did a survey and I’m not exactly sure that metering, 
because that’s more, has to do with the collection of, or how.  
 
MONTY: The back flow preventer usually goes in the meter, because if we have to open the fire 
hydrant for a fire we don’t want to suck everything out of the home, water line, furnace, possibly 
septic, whatever back into the system. For us to do it, it wouldn’t make sense to do it piecemeal we 
would want to do it all at the same time.  
 
MISARSKI: Right, yup, I think that would probably be an eligible expense.  
 
MONTY: Thank you 
 
GILLILLAND: Anything else for Mr. Misarski? From the Public? We will adjourn this public hearing, 
thank you.  
 
  

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS PUBLIC HEARING 
WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:10 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


