
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, February 11, 2019 - 10:00 AM 

 
 
Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:15 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, 
Charles Harrington, Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean 
Montroy, James Monty, Stephanie DeZalia, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom Scozzafava, 
Michael Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson.   Gerald Morrow had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Juliann Beatty, Judith Garrison, Allison McGahay, 
Sue Montgomery-Corey, David Reynolds and Daniel Palmer. Kristy Sprague and Wayne Taylor 
had been previously excused. 
 
News Media present:  Sun News – Elizabeth Izzo. 
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call the Public Safety Committee meeting to order.  Okay, Veteran’s Office 
Noel is not in here.  County Sealer, excused.  Board of Elections, Sue Montgomery-Corey and 
Allison McGahay. 
 
 The first item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Sue Montgomery-Corey 
and Allison McGahay. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Good morning.  We don’t have a formal report today but did want to 
let you know about a couple of things.  One is we should have our annual report to you shortly. 
We’re also, like every other Board of Elections in the state talking about how we’re going to 
implement the new voting reforms that the State Legislature has approved and is in process of 
approving.  You’ll be hearing more about our plan for that I think shortly but you want to add 
anything to that? 
 
McGAHAY:  We’re waiting for more information to come out of the State Board of Elections 
about what early voting is going to look like specifically and what our requirements will be.  We 
already reached out to Sheriff Reynolds to ask for assistance thinking that maybe the Public 
Safety Building might be a location for early voting for those nine days leading up to the election 
where we have to have voting machines and poll books available a spot that’s convenient for 
people to go to and vote.  It was suggested at our organizational meeting and we’re hoping that 
works out. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  The other thing is it was encouraging for us to see the NYS 
Association of Counties supporting a request for funding for some of the new reforms so we 
look forward to hearing more about that.  I know that there is a public hearing today in Albany on 
the budget for local government and some of our folks are going to be testifying at that. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Does the county get to set the hours for that?  Or is that six to nine? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY: No, the hours I set I think in the statue. 
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McGAHAY:  We have a little bit of flexibility. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY: Some flexibility but we have to have some weekend hours so that 
impacts the location of where we can do our one early voting site and nights and one of the 
other things we realized originally when we talked about the early voting we thought oh, we’ll 
just put a machine at the Board of Elections and that will be that except that we’ve recognized 
that the space isn’t adequate to deal with the machine for inspectors because our folks are 
going to be busy getting ready for the General Election so that creates a whole other set of 
questions that we’re trying to resolve at this point. And we’re also gearing up for the petition 
season the designating petition season starts February 26 and runs through the month of March 
so that’s very different from what we’ve done in the past but that’s part of the changes that 
happened.  One of the things the bills that will be considered this week by the Senate, it has 
gotten through the Assembly is a bill to reduce the number of signatures for this one petitioned 
season although we don’t know for sure that’s going to happen so we’ve posted the existing 
signature requirements on our website along with a list of all of the offices in the county that are 
going to be up this year which are around 100. 
 
McNALLY: Any questions? 
 
JACKSON:  My biggest concern is I’ve talked to a whole bunch of people trying to get them to 
run for office and the general public doesn’t seem to have a very good idea that petition season 
has moved up we are just fifteen days away from starting collecting and it’s over before we even 
realize it started a lot of people might be interested in running are going to miss the boat and are 
going to have to do write ins or something.  I’m just very concerned about getting the word out 
that you have to carry petitions early.  You can’t wait to June or July and think you’re going to 
get in on the ballot. That ship will have sailed. 
 
McGAHAY: Sure. There have been a number of news stories about it.  I recognize not 
everybody reads the news. There’s been news stories.  We’re also posting it on our website, on 
our Facebook page.  You proposed doing a letter to each of the town clerks letting them know 
that and that they can post the petition filing periods in the town offices. Will we reach 
everyone?  We’ll certainly try.  After the designating petition period there will follow the 
independent petition period. 
 
JACKSON:  But directly after it’s not in the summer anymore. 
 
McGAHAY:  Correct. It’s not during the summer. 
 
JACKSON:  I don’t know why that is delayed, I don’t know why that’s pushed up there’s no 
primary for that they are not worried about the June primary.  I don’t understand why they didn’t 
leave that alone so at least one of the two offices would be there in a normal time period. 
 
McGAHAY:  We have a new law. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We have a new law and we’ll do our best to make sure that it’s done 
well and that people have the information they need.  Our staff is willing to work with anybody 
that’s considering running for any of the positions to help them understand what needs to be 
done, to help them get walking lists any of the things that somebody running for office needs to 
know. 
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McGAHAY:  Do you have any suggestions? 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, could you check with T.V. stations and radio stations about public service 
announcements that we could put out? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Sure that’s a great idea. We can do that. 
 
PALMER:  Saying that the dates for petitions have changed and people need to contact their 
local Board of Elections. 
 
McGAHAY:  Sure. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  That’s a wonderful idea. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Are they it seems like I read somewhere, are they going to adjust the number 
of signatures required for the designating petitions? 
 
PALMER:  You weren’t listening five minutes ago. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No. 
 
McGAHAY:  We’ll redo the whole thing, we’ll just start over.   
 
McNALLY: Pay attention Tommy. 
 
McGAHAY: There’s a bill right now in the Assembly.  It’s passed by the Assembly.  The 
companion bill is in the Senate right now to reduce the number of signatures needed on 
designated petitions at 25% for this one election period only just leading up to the June primary 
for this year. 
 
JACKSON: I guess it would be overly expensive to send a bulk mailing to everybody but 
perhaps we could put posters up in various and assorted places to encourage people to be 
aware that if you’re going to run you’ve got to run now.  I don’t think posters would be horribly 
expensive if you put 3 or 4 and 60 to 80 for the whole county in different places.  I don’t know if 
it would help or not?  I just everyone I talk to about it says, oh, we didn’t know that.  It doesn’t 
seem like the word is getting out. 
 
McGAHAY:  No it is frustrating. We do occasionally have positions that are on the ballot that no 
one is running for and there’s always the opportunity for a write in candidacy at that point if no 
one submitted a petition for a position at all. 
 
JACKSON: I’m afraid you’ll have a lot this year. 
 
McGAHAY:  If you have ideas we’d love to hear them for how you feel in your particular town it 
might be the best way to get the word out we’ll help. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  And flyers are not a bad idea so we certainly could put something 
together. 
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McNALLY:  Does the early voting poll have to be at one location the duration or can that moved 
from the Southern end of the county for four days? 
 
McGAHAY:  No it can’t be moved.  So far we haven’t seen anything that says it can be moved.  
If you have less than 50,000 voters in your county we have 23,000 in Essex County,  if you have 
less than 50,000 you can have one location and that location has to be open for nine days 
leading up to the election but not the day before the election so this year it would be October 26 
– November 3.  We have to have voting machines and our voting machines can only handle 26 
election districts and we have 42 election districts so we’re going to have to have two machines, 
plus inspectors at a location for 9 straight Saturdays and Sundays for a minimal of five hours 
and at least two nights during that 9 day period open until 8 p.m. for voters.  We’ll have to have 
election inspectors there as well and poll books for all 42 election districts. Then we’ll take those 
poll books and send them out to the polling places the day before the elections so that the 
inspectors at the poll site on election day who already came to vote at the location where we 
held early voting so it’s going to be a lot of work and we have nothing in our budget to prepare 
for this. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  One of the bills that hasn’t been passed yet is concerning electronic 
poll books everybody is trying to get a handle on what the costs are statewide for making that 
transition. We know individual electronic poll books can run anywhere from $1000 to $3000 a 
piece. 
 
McGAHAY:  And we don’t have reliable Wifi in all our polling locations so what good is an 
electronic poll book to check off who’s come to vote if you don’t have a Wifi signal to use. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  In Moriah I’m assuming that we’re changing the polling site as you’re aware for 
District 4, District 3, District 1 and it will be centralized voting then so when will those letters – 
I’m going to announce it Thursday night at the board meeting but when will those letters go out 
to?  I know they’ve already gone out to people that rent the current sites. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  As far as the poll sites we have to make our designations by March 
15 as far as cards to the voters those will be going out at another date and I don’t have that 
committed to memory but we certainly can send you all the new political calendar that show 
that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We are going to announce this on Thursday evening. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  That’s great. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I don’t know how great it is but it has to be done. 
 
McGAHAY:  People won’t get their postcards for a couple of months.  It will be leading up to the 
June 26 primary that they’ll get those cards. 
 
McNALLY:  I’d just like to add for people in the Town of Minerva to come to the early voting it 
will be 110, 115 mile round trip. 
 
McGAHAY:  I know. 
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MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We know that and we’re concerned about that but we’re trying to 
figure out when we were thinking about locations originally we thought the Board of Elections 
would be the place to do it but we physically don’t have the space to be able to accommodate 
that because everything has to be locked up at the end of the day and we have to have four 
people to manage them. 
 
McGAHAY:  We can’t move the voting machine out every night, bring it back to the Board of 
Elections, return it every morning and all the poll books so we need a spot that’s always going to 
be secure, that also can be open in the evenings so you think about school districts, you think 
about town offices, can’t do that they close at 5 p.m. and they might not be secure overnight so 
we also don’t want to rent space because we don’t have any money to rent a space with so we 
are trying to utilize county buildings. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We’re open to suggestions if there are other locations if there’s 
something more centrally located but it’s going to be for all the reasons Allison just mentioned, 
it’s going to be a challenge to find something that meets the needs of our requirements. 
 
McNALLY: Okay anything else? Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Just one more thing and if you already talked about this just don’t answer me.  
Absentee voting I mean isn’t it supposed to be a lot easier now to - like if you live in Minerva you 
just – 
 
McGAHAY:  Not yet. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Almost. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Did you already talk about this? 
 
PALMER:  No. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  No absentee voting is a whole other bill and that’s got to pass and 
go through the Legislature a couple of times, two sessions it’s got to go on the ballot for the 
voters to deal with so it will be a while before those changes happen. 
 
McGAHAY:  2021 perhaps for no excuse absentee voting just I don’t want to go to the poll site 
so please send me my ballot in the mail. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And early voting obviously you can’t use town halls. 
 
McGAHAY:  No. 
 
McNALLY: Alright anything else?  Alright thank you. 
Let’s get back to the Veteran’s office, Mr. Merrihew. 
 
MERRIHEW: No report this month, thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright. 
 

***************************** 
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 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney.  Kristy Sprague was previously 
excused. 
 

***************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services Department with Patty 
Bashaw reporting as follows: 
 
BASHAW:  Good morning everybody. We have no requests.  I did hand out our report for the 
month and I’ll answer any questions on that.  With Mike leaving to the Sheriff’s Department we 
had a glitch with the software program on one of the staff’s computers so that’s why it was hand 
delivered today. 
The other thing I want to just mention briefly is I did hand you out this morning’s weather for the 
storm coming along.  It’s just a snow storm, knock on wood and the other big thing is it’s going 
to be pretty windy up to 50 mph so we’ll position ourselves and be ready for that at the office 
and then the other short thing I just want to mention is we’re working very closely with the ice 
jam folks.  There is a meeting set up those that are that email thread got that this morning with 
the Army Corp. of Engineers tomorrow morning at 10:00 am at the Upper Jay Fire House the 
new one not the old one and we are pre-positioning 7,000 sand bags so that is still a fluid 
situation and we’re still assisting wherever we need to and I’ll take any questions if there are 
any? 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions? 
 
JACKSON:  We’re in the process this year we are going to be spending a lot of money in EMS 
should the sub-committee be meeting on a regular basis for this year do you think?  Not just ad 
hoc? 
 
BASHAW:  So we’re set to go as far as our plan goes for the first year and next week we work 
on, this week, no next week, no this week we work on the second year budget Dan’s been you 
know with the holidays and everything else going on and now the ice jam we still need to work 
on the sustainability piece.  We can have a meeting.  I’m meeting with Ti on the 26th I’ve already 
met with Wilmington.  We could certainly set a meeting up if you would like.  There will be a 
presentation once Dan figures this all out to you guys again so you know exactly what the plan 
is so it’s pretty clear. 
 
JACKSON:  We have a sub-committee for that I just thought it would be nice to meet. 
 
BASHAW: We can call a meeting.  We can bring everybody up to speed. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright anything else? 
 
BASHAW: No. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you. 
 

***************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office with David Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
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REYNOLDS:  So this is my first attempt at a report.  It’s kind of some stuff I threw together.  If 
you’re looking for other things just ask me and I’ll try to put it in there.  One thing I would like to 
point out is the projected revenue so with the Government shut down the Federal inmates have 
not been being moved so our revenue is a little bit below what we expected hopefully it will 
rebound if not, we blame the Government.  Does anybody have any questions? 
 
MONTY:  Dave I’ve just got to say in my three plus years this is great.  This is great.  This is not 
violating any confidentiality issues but it gives us a better feel of what’s going on down there and 
I want to thank you for that. 
 
REYNOLDS: Thank you. 
 
MONTY: Good job. 
 
McNALLY:  I just have a question, how are you doing on the resource officer reach out to the 
schools? 
 
REYNOLDS: So I met with Dan and we have a game plan that I’m going to put something 
together to actually approach the schools and school boards the Superintendents. 
 
McNALLY:  Because their budgets are I believe May so – 
 
REYNOLDS:  There will be something that I can present to them prior to and then they can 
either get on board or not. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you. Anybody else? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Yes.  I had requested an intervention from the Sheriff’s Department that 
happened immediately and our concerns were totally resolved so I appreciate that. 
 
REYNOLDS: Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you. 
 

***************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Juliann Beatty 
reporting as follows: 
 
McNALLY:  Is this the last one? 
 
BEATTY:  Yes.  I’m actually going to speak.  Good morning.  As most if not all of you know I will 
be retiring next week so I just wanted to say a couple of thank yous.  First of all I want to thank 
the board for appointing me as Probation Director.  I also want to thank all of you for all the 
support you have shown not only to myself but the rest of the department.  I also want to thank 
Mr. Palmer and Mr. Manning for their infinite wisdom and support for me. 
 
PALMER:  You’re welcome. 
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BEATTY:  And lastly I just want to say that I think Essex County is a great place to work and 
there’s nowhere else I would rather have spent my career than here.  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  I’d like to move a resolution of appreciation to Julie for her service to Essex County. 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO JULIANN BEATTY FOR HER YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO THE ESSEX COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT. 
McNally, unanimous 
 

***************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender with Brandon Boutelle reporting 
as follows: 
 
BOUTELLE: I have no report unless there are any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Mr. Boutelle? 
 
MONTY:  I would just like to give the board a brief update.  We had our first Essex County 
Broadband task force conference call – 
 
PALMER: Oh okay. 
 
McNALLY: I guess you’re all set. 
 
PALMER: You didn’t need Brandon?  I thought you needed Brandon, no sorry Brandon thank 
you. 
 
McNALLY:  False alarm.  Thank you. 
 
MONTY:  And we had a few issues with our conference call only some people could get in and 
half way through everybody got dropped some of us couldn’t get back in but we had some good 
discussion early on.  I’ll be sending out the minutes of our meeting and I’ll send it out to all the 
supervisors as well.  Our biggest concern coming out of it is mapping and what we have and 
what we don’t have so what we’re hoping is to ask each town in Essex County to put something 
on your website asking the question, do you have broadband and if so what is it?  Is it satellite 
or hard wire?  Kind of like a survey type of question.  The Town of Lewis is going to generate a 
survey to send out to the constituents within Lewis to ask them the same question to help us try 
to figure out what we don’t have.  I think that’s key.  Dave Wolf informed us Phase 1 & 2 are 
complete so therefore there should be mapping so we’re going to request the broadband office 
give us some of the mapping of the areas that are complete.  Dave’s also working with Franklin 
County on this as well. He’s going to give me a call next week and him and I are going to sit 
down and discuss what Franklin County has done.  I think that’s the best way we can figure out 
for our communities what we do and don’t have.   
Also on March 15th anybody that wants to travel we’ll be in Johnsburg at 6 o’clock they are 
having the providers in Johnsburg just the providers they are going to invite the broadband 
office but it’s not going to be the Jeff Nordhaus show.  It’s going to be for the providers 
themselves to tell them what they are doing for Johnsburg and give them an estimate on when 
it’s going to build, how it’s going to start and the estimated completion date and in our 
discussion we thought that might not be a bad idea for the towns in Essex County but maybe we 
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want to do it so instead of them having to come up eighteen times block up our communities 
maybe having three communities at a time and the providers within your communities that are 
providing the service come up and tell you what they’ve done, what they intend to do and when 
it’s going to be completed.  That was basically what came out of our meeting. We’re going to 
again have another conference call on March 8th if you have any questions or you have anything 
you want us to discuss by all means please, send us an email. Thank you. 
 
McNALLY: Wonderful. 
 
JACKSON:  The fellow who came last year promised to get us maps where we are.  What 
happened with that? 
 
MONTY:  Yes, that’s what Dave is working on now, he’s finishing it up with Franklin County and 
then he’s going to – he has a connection within the broadband office I don’t know what it is but 
he says he can help us with that. 
 
JACKSON: So in the near future we should be able to get that hopefully? 
 
MONTY:  Like anything else dealing with the State of New York I would say I hope so. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I just wanted to give a little bit more of an update on the ice jam being most 
supervisors were not involved in all of this.  Leading up to trying to figure out what we’re going to 
do about this 1.3 mile of ice jam in the Town of Jay, through Upper Jay we put together basically 
a task force with State Office of Emergency Management, the DOT, DEC, the Town of Jay, 
Town of Jay and Upper Jay Fire Departments, our DPW, our Emergency Services and a 
representative from Stefanik’s office to put basically all the and the Governor’s office, to 
basically put what resources we could put to and expertedly put toward this.  I want to give a 
shout out to Stefank’s office they put the pressure on to Army Corp of Engineers expertise 
started with a teleconference with their Ice experts, with our DPW to give us basically where and 
the best way to attack this problem and the safest approach to it which we did.  Dan Palmer got 
excavators and such Dan Palmer and I put out and we started cracking the ice the DPW started 
cracking the ice out there the DOT came in with their long arm excavator and started cracking 
ice from the downstream side all the way up to the bridge which released a lot of pressure on 
that ice jam which will hopefully continue to elevate the pressure and hold off until the whole 
thing melts away.  We had another meeting just last week and also again through 
Congresswoman Stefanik’s office we got the Corp of Engineers that are going to be here 
tomorrow as was mentioned they are going to be in Upper Jay a couple of the best ice people in 
the country coming down and taking a look at this and at least give recommendations if we’re on 
the right track. This is obviously something there nature’s big on what man can fix but I think we 
everybody involved done a tremendous job of putting together basically an interagency task 
force and you know expeditiously went toward the problem in a very intelligent way not just 
throwing stuff at the problem but trying to figure out the best way to do it.  Thank you. 
 
PRESTON:  I am very happy I was invited to sit in on these meetings.  I realized it was the 
Town of Jay but those are my friends and I will say I was, Saturday I was at what is called the 
ADK Café in the hamlet of Upper Jay and I had 9 people come up and want to thank the County 
for the help they were giving them because initially they felt like they were just being abandon 
but they didn’t feel it anymore and they were very thankful to the county DPW for making a very 
big attempt to save their community.  It was again, it was a good feeling when that many people 
come up and want to pass on thanks. Thank you. 
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McNALLY:  Thank you. Anything else? 
 
HARRINGTON: Yes I do believe we are going to have circumstances whereby there may be a 
higher potential for avalanches as much as we have a very hard crust now and we have 
different densities of snow coming in and that’s what leads to that type of situation so people 
should be aware of that. 
 
McNALLY:  Something to think about.  Anything else?  Okay we’re adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety meeting it was 
adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


