
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, April 8, 2019 - 10:00 AM 

 
 
Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:10 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, 
Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, 
Stephanie DeZalia, Gerald Morrow, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson.   
Robin DeLoria, Roby Politi and Randy Preston had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Judith Garrison, Don Jaquish, Sue Montgomery-
Corey, Daniel Palmer, David Reynolds, Wayne Taylor and Heather Sheehan. Brandon Boutelle 
and Kristy Sprague had been previously excused. 
 
News Media present:  Sun News – Elizabeth Izzo 
 
Also present:  Max Thwaits 
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call this Public Safety meeting to order.  First up, Veteran’s Office, Noel 
Merrihew. 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Chairman.  No report this month. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright, thank you very much. Anything for Noel? 
 
 

***************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Weights and Measures Department with Wayne 
Taylor reporting as follows: 
 
TAYLOR:  I submitted a late report.  It’s on your desks.  Does anybody have any questions? 
 
McNALLY: Anybody have anything for Wayne?  Thank you. 
 

***************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Sue Montgomery-Corey 
reporting as follows: 
 
McNALLY:  You probably have nothing going on today anyways. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Yeah, we are all recovering. 
Allison is out of town today and Shauna and Jen are recovering as we all are. As you probably 
know last week was the end of petition season for the designating petitions. We had 117 
designating petitions submitted at the town level, we had three submitted at the county level and 
then we had three caucus nominations made so that’s kind of where we are right now.  Next 



Public Safety Committee 
Monday, April 8, 2019  2 
 
week we start the independent petitions and that will go into May so I suspect that’s going to be 
equally a great adventure for all of us. 
We’ve also this week in the last week, we’ve gotten out postcards to voters in Moriah, Minerva 
and Ticonderoga about changes to the poll sites and hopefully they will have those if they 
haven’t gotten them already and I guess that’s pretty much for me at this point. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Sue?  Alright, thank you very much. 
 

******************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney.  Kristy Sprague was previously 
excused. 
 

******************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services Department, with Don 
Jaquish reporting as follows: 
 
JAQUISH:  Good morning.  My monthly report is enclosed, you should have it.  The other thing 
I’d like to do is introduce Max Thwaits.  Max is a Navy Veteran. He has an extensive 
background in fire and EMS and he is now the new Deputy Director.  Max is standing if you 
would like to say hi. Excellent choice. 
Okay, now I need a resolution, the master clock which is in the 117 data room in the Public 
Safety Building ties all the computers in the county by the way including the time clock system 
everything and that computer suffered what is called a weak member roll over which means it 
was ten bit block designed in 1980.  That design has rolled over so the clock is no longer as of 
April 6, keeping time.  We are going to want to replace it with the Netclock which is the one 
that’s in there presently so we don’t have to do a lot of ancillary equipment changes and that 
amount is for $7680.00 I believe. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SPECTRACOM NETCLOCK SYSTEM 
IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,680.00, FROM 
WELLS COMMUNICATION AS A SOLE SOURCE AUTHORIZED DEALER. 
Jackson, Harrington 
 
McNALLY: Questions, concerns? 
 
MONTY:  So this isn’t a software issue it’s the clock? 
 
JAQUISH:  It is the clock and a software issue as well. The clock that is in there is only a ten bit 
clock and it can’t roll over and restart.  It’s losing seconds at a time eventually you’ll see other 
things that are effected some GPS units will be effected but there’s a new standard out where 
they started manufacturing the newer equipment to comply with it but this definitely is not.  It 
was put in in 2007. 
 
MONTY:  So the software comes with the clock? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright anybody else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
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JAQUISH:  Mr. Palmer, myself, Jackie Murray and the County Attorney have worked about eight 
months with WYCI digital public television.  They’ve asked to be on our roam tower which is on 
Terry Mountain, it’s 183 foot free standing tower.  We had them do a structural analysis and a 
power low study they both complied so we’d like now to allow them as our 12th tenant to get on 
that tower.  They are going to pay us $1500 a month with a 3% escalation fee for every year for 
five years and then we will allow them to renew that after a five year period again. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH WYCI DIGITAL TELEVISION 
AND THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT ON THE TERRY MOUNTAIN TOWER. 
Morrow, Depo 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? I just have one, when they did that structural test did you look 
in advance in case someone else wants to use that tower or do we just – 
 
JAQUISH:  No they will only pay for what’s there and what they are going to put on it but I think 
they said it’s at 90% loading so there is room for more depending on what type of antennae they 
put on it. 
 
McNALLY: So there is room for more?  Okay, all in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH:  And presently that’s all I have. 
 
McNALLY: Alright, anything for Don? 
 
MONTY:  Don for three years I’ve been asking for the evacuation plans especially in this 
building to be updated and you can go around this building in the majority of areas and there is 
still evacuation plans from 1989, 1994 that’s unacceptable. It’s totally unacceptable. 
I asked three months ago for the location of AED’s to be put on not in the areas because this is 
number one a public facility and people should know where the AED’s are I think we could do a 
survey in this room and there would be very few supervisors that would know where the AED is 
and I’m just one french fry away from a heart attack you know it would be nice if somebody 
knew where the AED’s were in this building.  I don’t know why this hasn’t been done but I’m not 
pleased about it.  It’s something that needs to be addressed.  It needs to be addressed 
immediately. 
 
JAQUISH: We will address it.  I have spoken with Seth. He has been working on it.  He has 
started in DSS.  I will take another look at it and see where we are. 
 
MONTY:  And on that same token we had a situation a year ago with a bomb threat. We should 
have a lock down policy and an evacuation policy both for the court house and the DSS area 
because these are situations that may occur and in today’s world unfortunately it’s not just the 
cities getting hit it’s smaller areas and I think we really need our Health and Safety getting on 
top of that as well. 
 
JAQUISH:  We did hold one meeting about a month ago with the State Police Jim D’Amboise 
and various other agencies.  We’re going to follow up with that. We are developing a plan. 
 
MONTY: That would be nice to see any report or anything that has come out of that. 
Also, I would like to see maybe a health and safety report an annual one.  I know you have one 
in your report you give us monthly but one from the Health & Safety standpoint on maybe the 
accidents that have occurred within the county, the number of investigations, maybe the number 
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of worker comp. claims, investigations of those workers comp incidents stuff of this nature so we 
have a better idea exactly what’s going on in the Health and Safety avenue of it which would 
include any time he is called out after hours. 
 
JAQUISH: Okay. 
 
MONTY: Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Don I want to congratulate you our relationship could be defined as something 
right, hiring a Navy Veteran.  (laughter) 
The other thing too I have gotten some inquiries and one critical inquiry about the fire training 
building people requesting and I think it might be a good idea too from an informational point of 
view just to have a public comment period so people for or against can come and address the 
board on it so I would like to throw that out there to the Chairman of Public Safety if you would 
be willing to do that maybe next month or something? 
 
McNALLY:  Yes, that’s fine. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Okay so we’ll put that in for the schedule next month.  That’s all I have. 
 
McNALLY: Thank you. 
 
JACKSON:  As always I was just wondering how we’re doing with the monthly tower? 
 
JAQUISH:  Presently we are negotiating with Motorola for the contract.  Once we sign the 
contract with Motorola then they can do the structural on the tower.  They are talking about the 
actual questions with Motorola as far as frequencies go right now and we’re going back and 
forth with that so it should be resolved within a week or two. 
 
JACKSON: Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We have in the Town of Moriah part of our sentence for taking the building 
down on Main Street, the Department of Labor is coming on Friday to the Moriah Firehouse and 
I have to have all the Highway employees and so on, including myself there to be able to 
identify asbestos and then what the safety barriers are that you have to stay away from it if 
happen to have it but they said I could absolutely extend the welcome to any town that wants to 
go to this thing.  It doesn’t give you a license to remove it or anything but it at least shows you 
how to identify it and the procedure you’re supposed to follow.  So it’s going to be at 10 am 
Friday morning at the Moriah Fire House.  If you have any employees or anybody who wants to 
attend you’re more than welcome. Thank you. 
 
JACKSON: That’s this Friday Tom? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay anything else?  Thank you. 
 

******************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw 
reporting as follows.   
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BASHAW: You have my report unless there is any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Patty? 
 
JACKSON:  No, no not for Patty just a reminder we had a EMS meeting last week on the 
implementation committee and we’re having another meeting on the 23rd at 9:00 in the back 
room. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay wonderful. 
 

******************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office with Sheriff Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
 
REYNOLDS:  I just have a couple things.  School Resource Officer plan that I have been putting 
forward.  I have heard back tentatively from a few schools. Some of it through social media.  
Some of it through the different press contacts but so far Bloomingdale and Lake Placid have 
been noes but the Etown-Lewis new school district, Crown Point, Willsboro tentatively put it in 
their budgets and I haven’t heard back from any of the other towns.  I did give them a date.  The 
15th of April it will probably be a little later than that knowing their school budgets are due by the 
end of this month. 
Another thing I do want to bring up is the April 27th we have a DTA, drug take back day so any 
old prescription medications we’ll be holding a joint site collection site with Kinney’s next door so 
if you have any. 
 
PALMER:  It will be over there? 
 
REYNOLDS:  It will be at Kinney’s and the positive having it with them is they can do a lot of 
outreach so they’ve been doing outreach in any medications they have been giving out. 
 
McNALLY: Great, anything else for the Sheriff?  Thank you. 
 

******************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Heather Sheehan 
reporting as follows: 
 
McNALLY:  We’ve got lots of questions for you today. 
 
SHEEHAN: Good morning everyone.  You have my report.  Does anyone have any questions 
for me? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Heather?  I guess not.  You’re off the hook. 
 
SHEEHAN: Okay great.  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Public Defender Brandon Boutelle is on military leave. 
Anything else for public safety?  Alright, great we are adjourned. 
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 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 10:25 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk  
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


