
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, December 9, 2019 - 10:00 PM 

 
 
Stephen McNally, Chairperson 
Gerald Morrow, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 10:10 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Robin Deloria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Roy 
Holzer, Ronald Jackson, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Gerald Morrow, Roby 
Politi, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, and Davina Winemiller. Stephanie 
Dezalia, Charlie Harrington and Mike Marnell had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Brandon Boutelle, Jim Dougan, Judith Garrison, Don 
Jaquish, Daniel Palmer, David Reynolds, Heather Sheehan, Kristy Sprague and Wayne Taylor. 
Dan Manning, and Allison McGahay were absent. Sue Montgomery-Corey had been previously 
excused. 
 
Deputies present: Max Thwaits 
 
Also present: Jay Rand - Supervisor Elect, Town of North Elba and Ken Hughes - Supervisor 
Elect, Town of Essex. 
 
 
 
MCNALLY:  Call the Public Safety Meeting to order. We had a guest, but he canceled.  
 

******************************* 
 

The first item on the agenda was the Veterans Office with no report. 
 
 

**************************** 
 

The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer, Wayne Taylor reporting as follows: 
 
TAYLOR: Good morning everyone, I am going to ask for a resolution to place my 2018 annual 
report on file. It technically has to filed with the State, no later than January 30th, every year and 
it has been. This one was not quite as a timely, do to time constraints and doing a monthly report.  
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE THE 2018 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ANNUAL REPORT 
Holzer, Tyler 
 
MCNALLY: Questions or concerns? All in favor? Opposed? Carried 
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TAYLOR: That’s all I have.  
 
MCNALLY: Thank you 
 

**************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Allison McGahay, absent 
and Sue Montgomery-Corey previously excused and no report was given.  
 
 

*************************** 
  
The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney’s Office with Kristy Sprague reporting as 
follows:  
 
SPRAGUE: I don’t have any formal report, but I am here to answer any questions and I just want 
to wish everyone Happy Holidays and welcome and those that are leaving I just want to let you 
know that I really enjoyed working with you all. Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: Thank you  
 

*************************** 
  
 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Service/E911 with Don Jaquish reporting 
as follows: 
 
JAQUISH: Good morning, I don’t require any resolutions. I just wanted to give you a couple of 
updates. They finally signed the contract with Motorola for the Monkton Project, so we’re now 
doing frequency searches. So, Ronnie thank you for all your support on that.  
The Interop Project which is installing interop radio transmitters on 8 different tower sites is near 
completion, it is like 99%. We’re just basically doing some testing with that one. That was 
completely grant funded. 
I am working with Noel to get the fire building moving, so hopefully this month we’ll get a contract 
signed for the town and I’ll just also note that during the Halloween Event that month, the month 
of November, our dispatch center handled over 20,000 calls for service. So, over a 1,000 of them 
were 911, those are urgent calls, but the rest were police/fire assistance. I would like to commend 
all the dispatchers, both State Police and County for their efforts during those events, for the sheer 
volume that they handled with the calls.  
So, that’s really all I’ve got.  
 
HOLZER: I have something for Don; one, thank you for not blocking my call from my phone 
number, but literally, publicly I wanted to thank you for all the help you’ve given the Town of 
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Wilmington and this County over the last month. We’ve had some issues with Wilmington with 
Frontier Communications; our phone provider, going out for hours at a time. We do have a lot of 
elderly people in Wilmington that are still landlines, that if they need to call 911 or to reach out to 
the outside world and they don’t have cell phones and things of that nature. And when we had an 
issue just last weekend, I called Don and he picked up the phone on a Saturday night, I believe it 
was and we were working together and again I just want to publicly thank you for all the help you 
given me in my short time back here.  
 
JAQUISH: You’re most welcome, thank you.  
 
JACKSON: Did we end up having to build a new tower over in Monkton or are we going to be 
able to use the one there?  
 
JAQUISH: That is unknown until they do the structural analysis, Ron. So, that’s probably going to 
be spring when they do that and then we’ll go from there. I expect that we’ll probably have to build 
one.  
 
PALMER: So, do I.  
 
JACKSON: Looking at the data it looks that way to me.  
 
JAQUISH: There’s some issues, one is there is no foundation, documentation of the foundation 
of the tower; which means that most companies will not put anything on it, because they can’t get 
the data to do the structural.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else?  
 
TYLER: Just real quick with FEMA, is that all set?  
 
JAQUISH: Okay, so we got our County threshold and the State submitted the, I think it was $33 
million was the total, corrected me if I’m wrong, Mr. Chairman. So, we’re waiting for the White 
House to declare, to give us a declaration and it’s funny, because I’ve actually had people calling 
our office, looking for individual assistance, saying where’s my money. They don’t seem to 
understand that we may not get an IA, we may not get a PA. I think we will, but if we don’t, you 
know and I was just telling one gentleman here in E’town, that there’s no guarantee, sir that you’re 
going to get money or that they’re even going to go look at your site and say, okay, we’re going 
to give you some money. We don’t know.  
 
GILLILLAND: I know that Elise’s office, Elise has been lobbying the President, as well as, other 
members of the congressional delegation to get that declaration, as soon as possible.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else?  
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JACKSON: While I will no longer be sitting at this seat, I’ll be at a lot of the Committee meetings, 
especially this particular committee after I’m done. So, I’ll still be hassling you.  
 
JAQUISH: I will be glad to have you there, sir.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else? I guess you’re all set, thank you.  
 
JAQUISH: Thank you 
  

*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw reporting 
as follows: 
 
BASHAW: Just real quick, two things, you have our report. I just want to call your attention to 
dropped calls, if you look at the agency responses, one agency in particular had 60 calls in the 
month of November and has dropped, I think it was 5 calls; which is a significant improvement 
and that’s all due to the deployment to staffing in that area and we’re seeing a reduction in times, 
response times, also for the Moriah area. So, that’s pretty exciting news.  
Thank you, Linda nudged me in the back and said you should talk about the long term recovery 
process we’re going through. Partnershiping with local county agencies and United Way, there is 
a long term care, it’s Human Needs and Sheltering is the official title of it, but it’s for long term 
care needs and we are meeting about every two weeks or so and we’ve made significant 
improvements in the contacts with the people out there. We had 55 people that were on our list, 
that had impact by the storm and I think we reached out to those folks a number of times and a 
lot of them have been resolved, but there’s still a lot of that needs some assistance. So, that’s 
meeting on a regular basis, I just wanted to make sure that you all knew about that.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Patty, on EMS response time, I don’t see anything on Crown Point here. Are they 
included?  
 
BASHAW: Crown Point Fire Department generally is on that list, because they respond as BLS 
First Responders to EMS calls. I can look at that and if we missed it, it’s my error then and I will 
make sure that it’s on that next report.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Maybe they are listed under the fire department.  
 
BASHAW: And a majority of Crown Point’s responses under the fire department are definitely 
EMS responses.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
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MCNALLY: How many techs do we have in the field, usually working under this program?  
 
BASHAW: 6 
 
MCNALLY: And where are they working?  
 
BASHAW: So, 2 are in Ti, 2 are in Moriah and 2 are waiting for the medic car; that’s been equipped 
as of, like last week and we’re waiting for the State inspection; which is Monday.  
 
MCNALLY: Okay and are they working just day time coverage, or are they working nights? 
 
BASHAW: I have one that’s working 11a to 11p in Moriah.  
 
MCNALLY: And how about the other one?  
 
BASHAW: He’s working days, Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday he’s working 8a to 5p and 
Ti is working 8 hours, Monday through Friday, 8:00 to 5:00, I believe and the medic car will be 12 
hour shift when we get them out there.  
 
MCNALLY: And where will those medic cars going to be?  
 
BASHAW: In the southern sector, one car.  
 
MCNALLY: What’s the section?  
 
BASHAW: I’m sorry, Ti, Crown Point and Moriah and after the 1st year, we’re getting 2 more cars, 
it’s in the budget and they’ll probably be deployed, I’m thinking, this has got to be committee 
discussed yet, but I am thinking that one will be up in the Wilmington, Lake Placid, Keene area 
and the other one is yet to be determined, but I have a suggestion.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else?  
 
GILLILLAND: That is very, very good news. It shows that this whole thing that we have engineered 
is beginning to work. You know this County, the whole State’s watching us and how to do this and 
you know I commend the support of this Board, that allowed this thing to go through. It was a big 
ask and a big risk to go ahead and do it, but I think, you know that we built this EMS framework 
and system that is going to respond to the needs and not to throw the volunteer systems out, but 
actually responds and builds upon it and the framework going into the future and it’s really good 
news and Patty, you and the entire Emergency Services Team has done tremendous work and 
the EMS subcommittee with Mr. Jackson, who’s leaving us, continue to do a fantastic job, so this 
Board should be very proud.  
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BASHAW: Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: Anything else? Thank you 
 

*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was Sheriff’s Office with Sheriff David Reynolds reporting as follows:  
 
REYNOLDS: I have one resolution to increase revenues by $12,145.00 due to an increase 
recovery. We had a robot that was destroyed in Ticonderoga.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,145.00 - 
INSURANCE RECOVERIES 
Morrow, Tyler 
 
MCNALLY: Questions? Concerns?  
 
GIORDANO: What did you say this was for?  
 
REYNOLDS: So, we have a special response team, that’s a tri-county response team with 
Franklin and Clinton County and we have a robot that has a camera, infrared on it, that you can 
throw into a building and it has a camera so you can see and the person down there destroyed it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Who destroyed it? What destroyed it?  
 
MCNALLY: Ticonderoga 
 
REYOLDS: A person destroyed it. They submersed it.  
 
PALMER: A nameless person.  
 
MONTY: It wasn’t a law enforcement person?  
 
REYNOLDS: No, it’s still an ongoing case.  
 
MCNALLY: All in favor? Opposed? Carried.   
Anything else for the Sheriff? You’re all set, thank you.  
 
 

*************************** 
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The next item on the agenda was Probation with Heather Sheehan reporting as follows:  
 
SHEEHAN: Good morning everyone and Happy Holidays. You have my report, is there any 
questions for me at this time?  
 
MCNALLY: Any questions? It’s quite apparent we let her off way too easy.  
 
SHEEHAN: Well, thank you, see you next year.  
 
MCNALLY: Thank you  
 

*************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender Brandon Boutelle reporting as follows:  
 
BOUTELLE: Good morning and happy holidays. I just wanted to get you an update on counsel at 
first appearance initiative. I guess we’re looking at January 1st to fully implement counsel for 
everyone at their first appearance, with bail reforms we expect the number of arraignments to go 
down, so that the problem is not going to be as dire as it is now. We’re working with OCA, the 
District Attorney, the Sheriff’s Department, various organizations to come up with a plan on how 
we’re going to make sure that we provide coverage for every defendant at every arraignment. 
Right now the plan is to, for our office, to cover arraignments during the business hours or quasi 
business hours, between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm and then we’re working with the Sheriff to use the 
jail as a holding, a pre-arraignment holding facility from 8:00 pm to 8:00 am for afterhours 
arraignments, because the goal is to get away from off hour arraignments, what would happen is 
the arresting agency would bring the defendant from the jail back to the town at 8:00 am or 
sometime that’s planned for everyone to be present at. On weekends we’re going to contract 
using State grant money for private attorneys to be on call. We’re looking at probably splitting the 
County up into 3 zones, 2 or 3 zones and paying private attorneys to be on call and a stipend for 
coming out, if there is an arraignment. So, by January 1st we should be fully operational. We have 
another meeting with the judge that oversees this judicial district coming up next week with all the 
stakeholders and we’re trying to wrap up some of the loose ends, but it looks like things should 
be on track.  
 
MCNALLY: Any questions?  
 
GILLILLAND: So, the contract attorneys that would come up for the counsel first arraignment, 
does that attorney become the assigned counsel, if it goes to trial and stuff or does it shift over to 
a public defender?  
 
BOUTELLE: It would shift over to us, if they’re indigent.  
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GILLILLAND: Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else?  
 
WINEMILLER: The grant funds that you were talking about to pay private attorneys, is that an 
ongoing grant or is it a short term thing?  
 
BOUTELLE: Right now the grant is I think 5 years.  
 
PALMER: 5 Years 
 
BOUTELLE: And everyone anticipates it to continue beyond five years, but right now it’s definitely 
5 years.  
 
WINEMILLER: Thank you.  
 
MCNALLY: I guess you’re all set thank you.  
The Veteran’s Office?  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, no report this month, appreciate that.  
 
MCNALLY: Thank you. Anything else to come before the Public Safety?  
 
WILSON: I’m not on this committee, but I would like a resolution of appreciation and 
congratulations for Marilyn Murphy on her retirement from Essex County Emergency Services. 
Marilyn is a past employee of the Essex County Sheriff’s Department and is a current Essex 
County Emergency Service’s Dispatcher.  
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO MARILYN MURPHY 
UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM ESSEX COUNTY GOVERNMENT. 
Tyler, unanimous 
 
MCNALLY: Anything else? If not, we are adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:25 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy Garrison 
Clerk of the Board 


