
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Monday, April 8, 2019 - 9:30 AM 

 
 
Charles Harrington, Chairperson 
Noel Merrihew, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Harrington called this Human Services Meeting to order at 9:30 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, 
Ronald Jackson, Mike Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, 
Stephanie DeZalia, Gerald Morrow, Tom Scozzafava, Michael Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson.   
Robin DeLoria, Roby Politi and Randy Preston had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Linda Beers, Judith Garrison, Krissy Leerkes, Michael Mascarenas, 
Terri Morse and Daniel Palmer.  
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan. 
 
News Media present:  Sun News – Elizabeth Izzo 
 
Also present:  Susan Allott, Angie Allen and Department of Social Services staff. 
 
 
HARRINGTON:  I will call the Human Services Committee to order and begin with the pledge of 
allegiance.  First order of business this morning is the Department of Social Services with Mike 
Mascarenas. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Good morning. April is child abuse prevention month.  I’d like to utilize my time 
today to recognize the great work our people do in our child and family services units.  You can 
see a lot of them are in the crowd today, they represent our legal in the far back, our preventive 
services, foster care unit and child protective services.  I’ve reported to this boar over the past 
year of the unprecedented numbers that these guys have experienced and they’ve done 
amazing work absolutely amazing but I’m going to let my Director of Services talk a little more 
about it today.  Her name is Angie Allen you have met her last year so I’m going to turn it over to 
you Angie. 
 
ALLEN:  He recognizes that I don’t stand at podiums. So as Mike said this is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and he also recognized some of the staff which I will in a minutes but let’s 
back up a little bit because by the time the children get to the services back here it’s too late, 
right?  DSS is more reactionary than it is at true preventing the abuse from the beginning.  So 
who’s responsible in true prevention? The community?  Schools, other family members, people 
make laws, make big decisions that where true prevention starts.   
I gave all of you a piece of paper that just gives you a few tips on how to prevent child abuse, 
right?  So just a few things volunteer programs that support families, let parents know it’s okay 
to ask for help when they come to our doors it’s because they didn’t ask.  They need to feel 
welcome when they come to our doors.  Spend time together as a family.  Kids need to be 
heard.  They need to feel love and nurtured.  A strong 2 year old becomes a strong 22 year old, 
becomes a strong 42 year old, right?  So we need more role models in the communities that we 
currently because our 2 year olds are looking at our 22 year olds and unfortunately our 22 year 
olds are into drugs and going to jail, right?  So we need to start making those changes now 
because those 22 year olds are going to have kids, those 42 year olds that aren’t working are 
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going to have children and that’s the role model our child is going to see so the true prevention 
starts with education and community support.  
Reach out to a child.  Offer to help an overwhelmed parent.  Oh my goodness, my morning I 
have a two and a half year old we all have been that overwhelmed parent, right?  One kid is 
crying, you’re trying to get to get to work on time and you’re so tense.  I’m very fortunate that I 
have some support from my family and my community but there are a lot of families that don’t 
have that support, that don’t have extended families to ask for support from, to get that break 
from.  WE all love our children but sometimes we need time to cool down.  One of the best role 
modeling technics a parent can have is to ask for their own time out.  I ask for time outs all the 
time so when I put one of my children in time out they understand it. It means I need a break but 
a lot of families don’t have these supports or the education.   A lot of families feel they need to 
trudge through it on their own and when they are in a stress situation, when there’s a history of 
abuse and neglect parents do what they learned as children and the cycle continues.  So again 
prevention is about stopping that cycle. 
Look for the positive in every family. That is hard right?  When you look at the papers, look at 
the news, look at the number that Mike gives you guys it’s hard to look at the positives.  It’s hard 
to look at the positives in every family but guess what?  Them just being in the waiting room is a 
positive.  People that provide whether the town is the most expensive or the most in expensive 
that is a positive, right?  Families that come in and ask for support whether it’s through Mental 
Health, whether it’s through Public Health, whether it’s through the Youth Advocate program or 
Families First that is a positive so we need to remove the stigma of asking for help.   
Listen to children, truly listen. Not listen as you’re walking out the door, not listen as you’re trying 
to get dinner, or really listening to children and supporting the families to understand the 
importance that at the time they need to just give direct eye contact, just thirty seconds of 
complete focus and support and attention children need that. They need to feel they’re the most 
important thing in the world because they are and again the more that we can role model that 
behavior as a community member or someone in a school or someone that has a family of their 
own the more we role model that the more the families that need help or are going to say, hey, 
let me try it a little differently this time and that one chance of doing it a little bit differently might 
make the change in someone’s life. 
Know how to recognize and report abuse well, no one wants to be the bad guy right?  That’s 
their business, it’s not mind.  I don’t need to get involved.  So about four years ago a community 
member that saw a baby about nine months old in the parking lot of Kinney’s with dried blood 
and bruises on his face, a community member. They called the SCR, we get the report.  I get 
called as a Supervisor on call.  A few of our individuals went to the hospital with State Police. 
The baby was taken from that parents care that night and just this past January was adopted, 
right?  Good things come from that one person in a very uncomfortable situation taking a stand 
for that nine month old that didn’t have a voice for themselves. 
Solve problems without violence. Huge. We all know that domestic violence in Essex County is 
running rapid right?  The children that witness domestic violence come to our doors not through 
prevention, not through support but usually through a CPS report which is again reactionary it 
doesn’t prevent child abuse.   
So let’s talk for a few seconds because I think I have five total. He knows I can go on forever so 
I’ll try to keep it to a little bit. So I talked about prevention let’s talk about the folks that do the 
reaction.  Let’s talk about the staff that go into the field or working with those children that have 
been abused or neglected physical abuse, sexual abuse, and emotional abuse.  Parents that 
are using drugs or alcohol in the home kids are witnessing it; kids are witnessing domestic 
violence in the home. Those are their role models so then the wonderful staff of children 
services has to go to those homes and most of the time they are not welcomed with open arms 
sometimes they are though right because the more of our stigma of having to ask for support 
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and ask for help goes away it will be more positive when someone from DSS knocks on their 
door or they have to walk into our building and request help. 
So the staff behind you are the ones that actually, they are in the trenches, they are the ones 
that are truly making differences. We had someone just join our staff three months and 
someone has been here twenty-five years day in and day out of the emotional turmoil, feeling 
the emotional responsibility to work with families to make true change and true change is hard.  
So I’d like you to help me welcome and acknowledge the staff of children services. Each year 
we do it by department I think this year we need to see the individuals so I’d like them to stand 
and I know you’re nervous but so am I guys we can do it as a team.  Mary Stanley, Amanda 
Napper-Cohen, Lise Huckins, Kelly Gough, Wes Rollins, Toni Teuschler, Holly Burkey, Lia 
Burke, Kelsey Sequin, Kim Marie, Darci LaFountain, Alexis McVicker, Katrina Vidock, Bridgett 
Killeen, Shari Reynolds, Phyllis Martin, Shantel Cross and I was able to do this with my eyes 
closed this morning so I apologize that it’s on a piece of paper.   
Round two- Erica Sleeper, Kelly Bascomb, Sherlene Simpson-Barrows, Meghan Brenkach, 
Rachel Collier, Kathryn Belzile, Tammy Christian, Sue Johnson, Wendy Sargent, Kim Recore, 
Miriam Hadden and David Scaglione. 
 
MASCARENAS:  We do thank you speaking on behalf of myself and the board.  I know that 
Essex County is a better place for the work you but I know it doesn’t always seem that way but 
you make true change every day so thank you very much. 
 
ALLEN:  Can I quickly interrupt with my mind and my list, Miranda Gaddor. 
 
MASCARENAS: Thank you.  The SCR too Angie speaks in her terminology and throws in her 
acronyms is the State Central Registry for anybody who was wondering what that was and 
that’s where all the calls come in on child abuse cases and then are farmed out to us. 
I do have one resolution I’m going to ask for today that wasn’t in my report so I apologize for 
that it was brought up to me this morning and I will get the proper paperwork to Judy and Mr. 
Manning.  I’d like to amend resolution #55, from March 5, 2007, it was a resolution at that time 
amending a previous resolution and it has to do with burial costs for indigent deceased 
residents.  In that resolution it states that 50 cents per mile will be paid for travel outside a thirty 
mile radius to a funeral home.  I’d like to change that language to simply say the IRS rate so that 
we’re not withholding to a number of what was happening during that time frame. 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #55 OF 2007, AMENDING RESOLUTION NO.136 
OF 2006 TO CLARIFY ALLOWANCES AND BILLING PROCEDURES FOR BURIAL COSTS 
FOR INDIGENT DECEASED RESIDENTS. 
Monty, Jackson 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions or concerns?  All those in favor, signify by saying aye, opposed – 
carried. 
 
MASCARENAS: Other than that I don’t have anything further today so if you have any 
questions, comments? 
 
HARRINGTON: I know that the board truly, truly appreciates all of the support services that you 
offer for the families in Essex County. I know it’s every ones job as it was relayed to us this 
morning and it reminds me again of a book that, It takes a Village and certainly Essex County is 
a Village when it comes to protecting its youth so thank you very much.  I applaud every one of 
you. 
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MASCARENAS:  Thank you. 
 

**************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Mental Health Department with Terri Morse 
reporting as follows: 
 
MORSE:  Good morning everyone.  I know that Linda has a lot more to share than I do so I’m 
going to really keep this brief but thank you Angie Allen for a nice Segway to share with you 
some excitement we’ve got going and I don’t even mean just in our office but with Linda Beers 
from Public Health, with the Deputy Director of DSS, Sue Ann Caron and myself and we are, 
you did a resolution at the not general board, ways & means thank you to allow the three of us 
to put together an event on May 6 that’s called,  Strengthening Community Resilience and we 
have invited a gentleman by the name of David Melnick who is a specialist in helping 
communities understand more about trauma which was just described by Angie and also he’s 
invited a friend of his colleague actually who is going to be helping the department head and 
leadership within Essex County create a trauma informed or resilient community and we are 
very, very excited about that.  We missed the opportunity to get out ahead of this problem but 
we’re going to work on slowing down the progression of it by coming together across the county 
and starting to help our children learn how to navigate the future.   
So with that said I’d like to draw your attention to a couple of resolutions that I have.  The first 
resolution I have as the Director of Essex County Mental Health I’ve amended it so in the 
original packet it says $120,80.43 I’m amending that there should be a separate piece of paper 
to just $60,000 to transfer money from unused DSRIP funds from 2018 to 2019 budget. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$60,000, DSRIP CARRYOVER FUNDS. 
Scozzafava, Giordano 
 
HARRINGTON: All those in favor signify by saying aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MORSE: Thank you for that and the other one is a $50,185.19, transfer of an unused bequeath 
that we received. We originally got $84,000 we spent some money on renovating our building 
and we are going to carpet it and do some other things so we’d like to transfer that money to 
2019 also. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$50,185.19, PELL BEQUETH CARRYOVER FUNDS. 
Giordano, Merrihew 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MORSE:  And then I just heard this morning that the Adirondack Health Institute is going to be 
funding the May 6 event so it will not come out of any of our budget so I’d like to add a 
resolution if I may to accept $5000.00 from the Adirondack Health Institute to financially support 
the creating a resilient community. 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT 
$5,000.00 FROM ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE FOR CREATING A RESILIENT 
COMMUNITY AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT INCREASING 
REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000.00. 
Jackson, Merrihew 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MORSE: Just for the matter of minutes, the department of that will be 4320 and the account will 
be 43489 DSR. 
As my role as Director of Community Services I ask that there be a resolution for the 
appointment of Kari Lautenscheutz as a member of our board for the term of January 1, 2018 – 
December 31, 2021. 
 
HARRINGTON:  First of all you did a very good job of pronouncing that name.  An endorsement 
of that resolution please. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF KARI LAUTENSCHEUTZ AS A 
MEMBER OF THE ESSEX COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD FOR THE TERM OF 
JANUARY 1, 2018 – DECEMBER 31, 2021. 
Giordano, Jackson 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
MORSE:  That concludes my report for today. 
 
HARRINGTON: Thank you very much. 
 

**************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Health Department with Linda Beers 
reporting as follows: 
 
BEERS:  Good morning.  It has been a very, very busy time for Public Health.  I have several 
resolutions but thank goodness for Judy Garrison because she put them altogether because I’m 
moving a bunch of money forward instead of taking them singularly I believe the way she has 
this designed is I’m going to make a resolution this is money from 2017 to 2018.  
Susan Allott is handing out a packet to you.  In that packet is my report as well as Susan is 
going to talk to you briefly today about lead but I would like to do my resolutions first and the first 
resolution I have is to apply for and accept the Governor’s Traffic Safety grant in the amount of 
$2,600.00 and it’s to purchase car seats for the car seat program. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AND 
ACCEPT THE 2019-2020 GOVERNOR’S TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$2,600.00, FOR THE PURCHASE OF CAR SEATS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A 
BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2600.00 
Giordano, Monty 
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HARRINGTON:  Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
BEERS:  The second resolution I have is to accept workforce training funds to reimburse the 
North East HH Leadership summit from the Adirondack Health Institute. These were DSRIP 
monies and we applied for them and we received them in the amount of $1,358.00 to pay for 
training that we attended. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,358.00, DSRIP FUNDS 
Jackson, Monty 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
BEERS:  Workforce training funds to reimburse additional expenses of HH payment to the 
summit which was for senior financial managers from the Adirondack Health Institute for DSRIP 
funds in the amount of $3,671.25. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$3,671.25, DSRIP FUNDS 
Merrihew, Giordano 
 
HARRINGTON:  Questions, concerns?  There being none, all those in favor signify by saying 
aye, opposed – carried. 
 
BEERS:  Judy do you want me to go through the ones moving forward one by one I saw that 
you had compiled them? 
 
GARRISON:  Dan can we do one resolution for those? 
 
PALMER: I guess it depends on whether you need them for grant purposes? 
 
BEERS: It is. 
 
PALMER: You better do them one by one then. 
 
BEERS: Okeydokey.  So I’m going to move unexpended funds in the 2018 budget to 2019 for 
the Adirondack Foundation Generous Acts in the amount of $360.88. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$360.88, CARRYOVER FUNDS ADIRONDACK FOUNDATION GENEROUS ACTS. 
Jackson, Merrihew 
 
BEERS:  I’d like to move unexpended funds from 2018 to 2019 for the increase of 
appropriations in the amount of $475.17, for Adult Recreation. 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$475.17, CARRYOVER FUNDS ADULT RECREATION. 
Merrihew, Monty 
 
BEERS:  I’d like to move unexpended funds 2018 to 2019 for the Atkinson Estate Award in the 
amount of $45,086.13. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$45,086.13, CARRYOVER FUNDS ATKINSON ESTATE AWARD. 
Jackson, Giordano 
 
BEERS: I’d like to move unexpended funds for Coaching for Activation that’s $12,279.12 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$12,279.12, CARRYOVER FUNDS COACHING FOR ACTIVATION. 
Giordano, Jackson 
 
BEERS:  To move unexpended funds from the Medical Reserve Corp. which is called the MRC, 
in the amount of $3,583.99 into 2019. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$3,583.99, CARRYOVER FUNDS MEDICAL RESERVE CORP. 
Giordano, Jackson 
 
BEERS:  To move unexpended funds from 2018 to 2019 for Someone you Love in the amount 
of $500. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$500.00, CARRYOVER FUNDS SOMEONE YOU LOVE. 
Giordano, Merrihew 
 
BEERS:  The unexpended funds of 2018 budget into 2019, for an event that we recently 
received called the Well Fed Grant for Essex County in the amount of $248,700. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$248,700.00, CARRYOVER FUNDS WELL FED GRANT. 
Giordano, Jackson 
 
BEERS; I do have one more that came up but we have to accept the $1,000.00 donation from 
Cedar Wood Engineering to our WIC program which is so gracious and I’d like to accept that 
money and put it into our budget. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT A 
DONATION FROM CEDAR WOOD ENGINEERING IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00, AND 
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FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND 
APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00. 
Jackson, Giordano 
 
BEERS:  So right now I’d like you to take a peek at my report. I’m not going to go over it in great 
detail but I do think it’s really important to point out that Andrea Whitmash received the New 
York State Accreditation of the Public Health Honor Roll.  Andrea wasn’t able to come here 
today but she was extremely pleased and honored to be appointed with that. Susan Allott 
submitted her to the Department of Health as a Senior Health Educator and a Master Degree for 
her outstanding endeavors to promote and protect the health and safety of our community.  In 
the four years that she has been with the health department, Andrea has steered the 
department toward excellence as the Quality Improvement and Performance Management 
Coordinator. 
Essex County Public Health Director Linda Beers commented, she’s admirable.  Her attention to 
detail and impeccable organizational skills have helped to jettison the department to great 
height and have gained her the respect of her co-workers.   
Andrea secured the grant from the New York State Health Foundation, which is bridging the gap 
grant to address the opioid epidemic in Essex County and the Essex County Opioid Coalition 
evolved from that grant is part of it.  The New York State Health Foundation invited Andrea 
recently to review all the grant applications at their home base in NYC for grant review as a 
testament to her expertise and grant writing. 
Andrea serves as the Public Information Officer for the Health Department. She’s the one that 
does all of our Facebook page and all of our media which is terrific I will say.  She serves on the 
Emergency Response Team in role of developing and disseminating public messaging and her 
expertise can be viewed in the many advertisements and press released. 
Most recently, Andrea took on the role as our Accreditation Coordinator, applying her public 
health expertise to the collaborate staff, stakeholders and partners in order to document 
examples of public health accomplishments in each of the twelve domains.  Andrea exemplifies 
professional policy, systems and environmental approaches in completed strategies outlined in 
Essex County’s Strategic Plan and improvement. 
“Andrea has amazing ability to mobilize public health theory to practice in the most realistic 
sense of population health in our rural community,” said Susan Allott, Director of Preventive 
Services.  “She is a valuable resource and devoted to the department.” 
So I’m really pleased that the State recognizes this.  Andrea really kind of catapulted us and 
moved us forward in our recent accreditation review so last week the PHAB, which is the Public 
Health Accreditation Board came to our county and for two days, non-stop interviewed all of us, 
broke us down into little groups and went through every policy and procedure.  We’ll know in 
about six to eight weeks how we did on that.  We are feeling positive about it so I hope to come 
back to you and say that Essex County is a Nationally Accreditation Public Health Department.  
I’d like to call out Jim Monty and Joe Giordano they represented this board amazingly well on a 
one on one conference with the PHAB board so thank you to you guys.   
I will move forward quickly to also point out again it was perfect timing page 2, of your report 
talks about exactly what Terri Morse had brought up and what we’ve been working and together 
again this is a collaboration of DSS, Mental Health and Public Health we’ve been meeting 
almost twice a month at 7:30 in the morning to get some things out ahead of this, this in 
particular is a training what Terri Morse mentioned.  Here’s the link and here’s what it is.  This is 
all about the presenters but I think what I really want to emphasis here is this is workforce 
development we need as a county to have our staff at the peak of training for ACES for adverse 
effects on our children and so this training is for our staff Dan Palmer graciously agreed equally 
and came to the board and asked you for it. This training will be conveniently located at 
Elizabethtown Central School and it can hold up to 600 people in the first session.  It is our hope 
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to get on level the entire workforce in Essex County and get everybody in tune to what it is that 
prevention looks and what it is that let’s our children and our families, what kind of supports we 
can give them. Resiliency is the way we get ourselves out of these adverse conditions.  Lots of 
data suggests that one resilient person, one person in someone’s life can change everything to 
making somebody who is struggling to have a resilient life.  So we’re hoping that that might be 
us. We’re hoping that it is going to be our employees. We’re hoping that’s what we’re going to 
be teaching in this training and later on in the afternoon we’re going to have a leadership so 
we’re hoping that all the leaders across County from Probation to the jails, we’ve invited 
everybody so we’re pretty thrilled about that and I’m just going to Segway quickly and ask that I 
can have Susan Allott, she has a lead packet on your desks and she’ll talk to you quickly about 
lead. 
 
JACKSON: I’d like to move a resolution of congratulations to Andrea Whitmarsh for her 
recognition from the New York State Health Foundation. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO ANDREA WHITMARSH ON RECEIVING THE 
2019 PUBLIC HEALTH HONOR ROLL AWARD 
Jackson, unanimous 
 
BEERS: Thank you. 
 
ALLOTT: So as a follow up to Andrea’s recognition look for a press release from this week that 
she just wrote it’s fabulous.  It supports the Board of Supervisors and the role that we played in 
spearheading us up to number 10 county so that’s something to be really proud of our county 
health rank because we’re number 10. 
 
BEERS: In the State so Essex County is ranked 10 in all of the State for health and wellness 
we’ve moved up. 
 
ALLOTT:  Kudos to us for that, it’s a group effort. 
Child lead poisoning I’m just going to read quickly the paragraph that I put into your packets 
there’s also some resources there that I’ll call out. So child lead poisoning we do get a grant 
from the New York State Department of Health.  We provide lead testing for children primarily 
ages 1 and 2, we track those lead tests that are elevated and work with our environmental office 
in Saranac Lake they currently do home visits to do inspections of children who have high lead 
levels so why is this important for the Board of Supervisors to know?  Well I think everybody in 
here works with a Code Officer so this information that I provided to you if you could share it 
with your Code Officer that would be really great.  The New York State Department of Health 
depends on local health departments to deliver programs and initiatives to reduce the incidence 
and prevalence of lead exposure among children.  It includes identification of risk factors in 
municipalities where exposure of children to lead is likely.  So we’re talking old homes, 
potentially people doing renovation exposure to lead paint. Those types of things are all also 
food sources of lead as well as environmental sources and the resources in your packet will 
provide more information on that. 
So part of our lead poison prevention grant plan activities includes a distribution of information 
to the Board of Supervisors and to the Code Officers so please help us reach our goal of 
increasing awareness of lead poisoning and decreasing lead exposure by posting, I have a flyer 
in your packet with information on it. There is a beware of lead which is great for families to look 
at. There’s a brochure here, lead poisoning is a danger and these can all be printed out from the 
NYS DOH website.  Also some information tips for contractors. If you want any more materials 
we’d be happy to point them and provide them to you.  Any questions? 
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HARRINGTON: Thank you.  I want you to know that in my previous life I was Chair of the Pre 
School Special Education Committee.  One of the first things that we always did when we got a 
referral was we checked the address and people familiar with the town knew whether or not 
there was a high potential for lead poisoning and this was a good way to help circumvent the 
issues that lead poisoning presents. 
Good morning Krissy. 
 

**************************** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Office for the Aging Department with Krissy 
Leerkes reporting as follows: 
 
LEERKES:  Good morning.  So everybody has a copy of my report.  I just want to call attention 
to a few things in there.  I’ll have a resolution in regards to a few of these as well. 
May is Older Americans Month so you’ll see at some of our sites we’ll have some activities but 
the biggest thing that we showcase in Older Americans Month is New York State Office for the 
Aging allows each Office for the Aging to recognize two individuals, two volunteers who have 
contributed back to their community, to their neighbors, to their office so in May I believe it’s on 
the 21st Alicia who is our Transportation Coordinator in the office, myself and our two individuals 
that we are recognizing will be headed to Albany, they will meet the Governor it’s just a really 
great day just to showcase all their efforts and their time that they volunteer for us. So this year 
we have recognized Lloyd Haynes. He is from I think North Hudson. He is one of our volunteer 
drivers that literally is on the road for us Monday thru Friday constantly going above and beyond 
sitting with individuals while they are in the emergency room, waiting for them to be discharged 
so we’re very fortunate to have him as one of our volunteers and the second person we will be 
recognizing is Joan Aubin out of the town of Willsboro.  She is an RSVP driver as well as a 
friendly visitor. She volunteers for some of the churches in the area so I will bring more 
information about these folks next month. 
Back on March 22 a few of you participated in our March for Meals events. So we had Mr. 
Giordano drive with one of our drivers down in Ti.  Mr. Gillilland rode with his driver in Willsboro 
and then Mr. Tyler helped prepare the meals at our central kitchen and if not mistaken you were 
the clonker?  Am I correct? 
 
TYLER:  I was. 
 
LEERKES:  Yes so thank you guys for that. Thank you to the board as a whole for all the 
support you always provide to our office but also to our nutrition program. 
In May we are going to be having another powerful tools for caregivers down in Minerva area so 
I look forward to that and I’ll get you some information on that. 
This morning I also gave everybody a hand out about from social security a press release in 
regards to, just some information in regards to some scams that have hit our area and I think 
that’s it. 
I do have a few resolutions the first is authorizing our Title IIIE carryover funds in the amount of 
$22,650. We would like to increase account #4477295 as well as appropriations 54463E and 
again in the amount of $22,650, this would be increasing our contract with North Country Home 
Services for our caregiver respite program. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$22,650.00, CARRYOVER FUNDS TITLE IIIE  
Monty, Giordano 
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HARRINGTON: Questions or concerns?  All those in favor, signify by saying aye, opposed – 
carries. 
 
LEERKES: Next is resolution proclaiming the Month of May 2019 as Older Americans Month. 
 
RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING THE MONTH OF MAY 2019 AS OLDER AMERICANS 
MONTH. 
Monty, unanimous 
 
LEERKES: And last is the resolution congratulating Joan Aubin from the Town of Willsboro and 
Lloyd Haynes from the Town of North Hudson as they will be honored on May 21 in Albany at 
the Older New Yorkers Day as the honorees from Essex County for their volunteer efforts to our 
older adults. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO ESSEX COUNTY HONOREES, JOAN AUBIN 
(WILLSBORO) AND LLOYD HAYNES (NORTH HUDSON) FOR THEIR RECOGNITION AT 
THE OLDER NEW YORKERS DAY ON MAY 21, 2019. 
Giordano, unanimous 
 
HARRINGTON: Thank you. 
 
LEERKES:  That’s all I have unless anyone has any questions? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Any questions for Krissy?  There being none, any other concerns to come 
before Human Services this morning?  There being none, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Human Services Committee it 
was adjourned at 10:06 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


