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Jim Monty, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Scozzafava called this Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee Meeting to 
order at 10:20 am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Stephanie DeZalia, Michael Marnell, 
Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Roby Politi, 
Thomas Scozzafava, Ike Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson. Gerald Morrow and Randy Preston had 
been previously excused. 

 
Department Heads present: Laurie DeZalia, Michael Diskin, Charli Lewis, Dan Manning, 
Michael Mascarenas, Judy Garrison and Joseph Provoncha. Dan Palmer had been previously 
excused.  
 
Deputies present: Jim Dougan 
 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay we’ll call the Finance committee meeting to order seeing that everyone is 
here so we’ll start with Joe Provoncha our County Clerk, Joe. 
 
PROVONCHA: Good morning and Happy New Year. This report that I just sent out deals 
basically with concluding December.  We are in the process of concluding the year. We are 
almost finished with that.  It looks like a very good year for all of us. 
The DMV is picking up a little bit. We had a speaker at yesterday’s County Clerk meeting the 
day before Mr. Steve Acquario who said that they are going to be strengthening the Safe Act 
requirements.  We don’t know exactly what that is just yet but that is out there looming for us. 
Also if any of you are going to the Association of Towns I’m inviting you to come to a meeting 
with me, it’s easy. There is a registration company that sends us registrations.  It’s a lucrative 
contract for us.  I’ll take the train down, meet you at Rockefeller Plaza and I’ll take the train back 
so it won’t interrupt any of your meetings and that’s all I have sir. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions for Joe?  If not, thank you. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Thank you. 
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Auditors with Laurie DeZalia reporting as follows: 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good morning. 
 
DEZALIA:  Good morning.  Happy New Year everyone. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You too. 
 
DEZALIA:  Let’s see, the IRS mileage rate went out to everyone it’s up to 58 cents a mile 
starting January 1. 



Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief Committee 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019  2 
 
With the Auditor’s office we ended up a little stronger than last year as far as our invoice count 
probably the highest in the last three years. 
We also had year to date at the end of the year $388,525.00 in the duplicate number of 
payments that we caught and on the Assigned Counsel side we were about seven cases down 
from last year and using last year’s thirteenth period which we are in now for clean up on the 
previous year expenses I think we’ll still be under budget on that and that’s also the second 
highest to only last year in the history of our assigned counsel cases that we processed. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Any questions? 
 
POLITI:  Laurie is that the normal?  $383,000 in overpayments? 
 
DEZALIA:  It can be.  It may be a matter of somebody putting a decimal point in the wrong place 
and we caught it.  Or an overpayment, discount loss, a duplicate payment. 
 
POLITI:  Does that fall in line of what it normally is? 
 
DEZALIA:  I believe that is probably why you have our department.  It may from year to year. 
 
POLITI:  Oh my God. 
 
DEZALIA:  We might not be a revenue department but I think we pay for ourselves. 
 
POLTI:  Well I’m all in favor of having an auditor. 
 
DEZALIA: Thank you. 
 
POLITI: Wow. Yikes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Anyone else? Anything for Laurie?  Thank you. 
 
DEZALIA:  Have a good afternoon. 
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Real Property Office with Charli Lewis reporting as 
follows: 
 
LEWIS: Good morning.  Today I’m asking for a resolution authorizing our office to adopt a 
healthy food beverage and wellness policy to receive a new hydration system to replace our old 
water fountain in our office and this is paid for through grant funds through the Clinton County 
Public Health Department. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICE TO ADOPT A HEALTHY 
FOOD, BEVERAGE AND WELLNESS POLICY. 
Monty, Giordano 
 
LEWIS:  The 2019 town and county tax roll and bill information the tax rates, the county 
apportionment, State land vouchers everything that has to do with that has been updated on our 
website and Image mate. We show historically tax information dated back to 2006 on Image 
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mate and most items on our website show historically information dating back to 2011 so 
anybody can do comparisons and look back on their taxes and tax rates have changed over 
those years. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  And I just want to say, that website I use continuously and I have used it a lot 
in the last two years with my constituents since the Village dissolved so that they can see 
actually what they have saved and I know it’s got to be a lot of work to put that together but it is 
– what a resource it is really.  It’s unbelievable. 
 
LEWIS:  Yeah, we get a lot of hits on that website every year. 
Good news on Fiber optics.  Orbs did release a statement saying that starting with the 2019 
tentative assessment rolls that telecommunication ceilings established by their department will 
include fiber optic cable. The law doesn’t permit them to go retroactively and amend the 2018 
amounts to include the fiber optic but they will be on the rolls again for 2019. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good. 
 
LEWIS:  Enhanced Star – I included in your packet the press release that will be appearing if it 
hasn’t already in the local papers regarding the income verification program for our Enhanced 
Star recipients. This year your local assessor is going to be getting all the recipients who have 
not opted into the program signed up so that in the future VTF will be checking their income to 
see if they are eligible rather than the local assessor. This year it’s a big job for the assessor.  A 
big responsibility but in the future it will be easier for them. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  On the STAR, I see the Governor proposed some change.  I don’t think he did 
anything to the Enhanced STAR but there will be an exemption now for people in the income 
range of $250,000 - $500,000 he’s proposing? 
 
LEWIS:  Yeah, I haven’t seen that yet. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So Ike will finally be able to get the exemption. 
 
LEWIS: Well right now the income limit on the basic star is $500,000 so I’m not sure – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well I don’t know what this is but I think I saw a blurb on it. 
 
LEWIS:  I wonder if he’s trying to reduce that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Two fifty to five hundred. 
 
LEWIS: Oh yeah?  No, I’ll check into that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay. 
 
LEWIS:  GIS – I’m pleased to announce our office has promoted Nathan Houck to the GIS 
specialist position created this year.  Nate comes from a very strong GIS background; he’s 
going to be great asset to this county. Nate is already signed up for two online GIS classes, he’s 
already working with Public Health and DPW on their projects and he’s going to be reaching out 
to other departments very soon.  I included in your packets just a couple of maps that were 
requested from our department for the town of North Elba as just a sample of some things that 
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he is working on.  We’re also looking forward to working with your towns and highway 
departments on their projects as well. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions?  Moving on. 
 
LEWIS:  Our reassessment projects – our office is in the process of printing the evaluation field 
review books for the towns that are doing reassessment projects this year.  Those include 
Crown Point, Elizabethtown, Essex, Newcomb and Westport.  Your assessors are going to be 
very busy reviewing values for every property in your towns for the 2019 assessment roll due 
May 1. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions on the reassessments? 
 
MONTY:  What towns are due in 2020 Charli?  Do you know off the top of your head? 
 
LEWIS: Off the top of my head – Chesterfield, Ticonderoga, Keene, Lewis – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Moriah must be – 
 
LEWIS:  Moriah we can’t get to sign up.  I would love to do Moriah. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’d love to have you do it. 
 
MONTY:  And he wonders  
 
LEWIS:  I’m pretty sure Ti in 2020. 
 
GIORDANO:  This is the same thing as a reval right? 
 
LEWIS:  Yes, we call them reassessment projects, revaluation projects yes.  That’s off the top of 
my head but I’ll get you the exact number. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Unfortunately it’s not a town board call.  The assessors, correct? 
 
LEWIS:  It’s not a what? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Town board, it’s up to the assessors. 
 
LEWIS:  To decide whether they do it? They have to sign off on the cynical panel showing that 
they support the project 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The assessors have to sign off on it so we’re at a stale mate. 
 
MONTY:  I’ll share my opinion off the record. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’ll share my on the record. We need to do it. Period.  We’ve been saying that 
for years. 
 
MONTY: I was talking about the assessors. 
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GIORDANO: They do this every three years? 
 
LEWIS:  You can do them every three years with two years off in the middle but the farther out 
to go the more of a change you might have to make so we really recommend doing one, taking 
two years and just maintaining and then doing one again the next year. 
 
GIORDANO:  So the Ti assessors that are doing it this year are doing it for the 2019? 
 
LEWIS: Yes.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any other questions about reassessment? 
 
POLITI:  Charli are all these towns at 100%? 
 
LEWIS:  They are. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes. 
 
POLITI: Even on a residential area? 
 
LEWIS:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Anything further? 
 
DELORIA:  Charli what does real property have in place to as far as assist in where building 
permits are issued through the code office and the COC’s or the COA’s are issued? Do they 
provide that data to the assessors so that they can in turn go out and put this new garage and 
what not on and is that being done county wide? 
 
LEWIS:  It depends on each individual town.  Our assessors try to have a good working 
relationship with the Code officer and get copies of the permits but I couldn’t say that that is 
happening in every town. 
 
DELORIA:  There is no law or regulation that requires them to do that?  Why is that?  That 
doesn’t really make a whole lot of sense to me.  You know we’re in the process of issuing 
permits and it goes onto honest property value, it falls through the cracks for many, many years 
I mean that technically if we had enough of that that would show a decrease in what we’re 
currently paying. 
 
LEWIS:  Yeah, it isn’t currently a requirement.  I would love if it was a requirement but one of the 
things that we do do you know we follow the guidelines of the cynical reassessment plan.  We 
have data collectors in our office that go out with either the assessor or in pairs you’ve probably 
seen them in all of your town they’re going they take a road range and they go to every single 
parcel looking for inventory and that’s kind of our safety net to make sure that that’ snot 
happening and we have pictometry.  You know we’ve got change finder with pictometry this time 
now granted the last time it was flown was 2010 but they’re comparing those images to 2018 
and getting a report and seeing anything that was new double checking and making sure those 
show on all the property record cards. 
 
DELORIA:  Thanks and one more question.  My town does do that and I have somewhat have 
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put my two cents in to make it happen a lot more consistently but do the towns or the villages 
have a resolution from their town boards to make that happen so that revenue isn’t lost? 
 
LEWIS: Yeah, I don’t know the answer to that. 
 
DELORIA:  It seems to me that it is just hanging out there and needs to be fixed.  It should be 
you know countywide. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The town board would have the power to require your code enforcement officer 
to copy the assessors with any permits, they should absolutely. 
 
JACKSON:  Make it part of the job description. We did. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes, absolutely. 
 
LEWIS:  Yes it certainly would be very helpful to our department and then you have the people 
that don’t realize or forget to get their permit and that’s why we go house to house to house in 
the year or two years prior to a reassessment project. 
 
DELORIA:  Of course in Moriah you don’t know what’s happening there, they don’t want to do a 
reval. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Don’t know, don’t want to know. 
 
TYLER:  Yeah, you just touched on it Charli I think the big issue in our town is people don’t get 
permits. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Correct that’s the problem. 
 
POLITI:  In North Elba every building permit is copied and everything goes to the assessor.  It’s 
like three parts the assessor gets one.  We had that problem.  We did for three years. We don’t 
have that problem anymore.  Pictometry has made a big difference because people don’t have 
to allow you on their property. 
 
DELORIA:  Exactly so. 
 
POLITI: So Pictometry catches everything. 
 
LEWIS: Yeah we are able to measure buildings and with this new flight it’s much closer to the 
grown we are able to see better and measure better and with the change finder.  I really would 
like to see I do know it’s expensive to do but what I really would like to see it flown more often 
change finder means that much more to us. 
 
DELORIA:  You’ve done it in the last couple years haven’t you?  The last time I was here you 
guys moved resolution to bring that up to date? 
 
LEWIS:  Right, yes. 
 
DELORIA:  I’ve traded vehicles since. 
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SCOZZAFAVA: Anymore on that subject?  If not, budget. I’m sorry, Jim. 
 
MONTY:  I agree with Roby because our Code Officer gives our Assessor permits when we get 
them but a lot of people we found in the last two years aren’t getting permits but Pictometry has 
allowed us to go to those people put down the structure is built and is now allowed to other than 
the fact that maybe a financial institution that financed it and they file a CMO for the people to 
go in we’re finding that. 
 
POLITI: We fine them. 
 
MONTY:  Is that by town resolution Roby? 
 
POLITI:  Yes it’s a code, they didn’t get a building permit it’s a violation of the building code. 
 
MONTY: I didn’t know if the county had Judges that would support that? 
 
POLITI:  Absolutely. That’s the law. 
 
MONTROY:  Building permits are retroactive. 
 
MONTY:  Okay. Good to know.  How far back can I go? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The issue that we run into is that your building code officer can do his job and 
cross every t and dot every I, if he goes in front of your Judges they do nothing about it, there’s 
no consequences you get nowhere and that’s the situation for at least in our community. 
Anything more on the reassessments?  Okay. 
 
LEWIS:  The only other thing I had was our year end budget.  We are going to be giving back 
over $58,000 and this is mostly is due to Sue Tubbs retiring and hiring someone at a much 
lesser rate of pay, retirement and all that so that’s where we ended up there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Good.  Not good that Sue retired but good on the savings. 
 
LEWIS:  And Sue is done.  Her last day was in December so Hannah is up to speed and doing 
a great job. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Great.  Okay anything further for Charli? If not, thank you. 
 

************************* 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Treasurer’s Office with Mike Diskin reporting as 
follows: 
 
DISKIN:  I’ll start with sales tax.  In December we had a good month gained another $500,000 
over what we gained last year for the year to date we’re almost $3 million over this is by 
calendar year from January 1 to December 30 keep in mind and I know I’ve said this in the past 
but the newer supervisors may not recall when we calculate sales tax as far as the county year, 
budget year because part of the sales tax that comes in even in January/February is allocated 
for November/December sales.  Years ago that was shifted back in the early 90’s so that our 
actually sales tax calculations don’t end until around the first of March so we really run it from 
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the first of March until the end of February as far as our budget is concerned but looking at this if 
we just hold steady for the rest of the year, don’t have any gains or losses we are still going to 
gain about $3 million dollars over in sales tax over last year and I think we’ll be well about a 
million or so over in budget so it was a  good year for sales tax.  This number that we used is for 
the calculations for the calendar year and we used that because the money that we give back to 
the towns this is the money that we get and you should be getting your checks very shortly if 
you haven’t gotten them already for the fourth quarter. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The report that you put out a while back where the sales tax comes from? 
 
DISKIN:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: That was excellent. 
 
DISKIN:  Yes that came from NYSAC actually did that that report. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  How accurate was it?  I mean I was shocked – 
 
DISKIN: It’s accurate NYSAC got the information right from the comptroller’s office. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  That building materials in this county were like number 2. 
 
DISKIN:  Yes, automobiles, building materials  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I know it was unreal of course the engine that drives it all is tourism. 
 
DISKIN:  Tourism yes and it’s the only county in the State of New York of all the counties that is 
the number one sales tax revenue generator is tourism.  Only one in the State. Some counties 
it’s not even on their top ten or top twenty. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It was a great report.   
 
DISKIN:  Yes and I think they will probably do that more often.  This was done not so much to 
get information on the tourism or anything else it was done because they were tracking sales 
tax on Internet sales and if you remember we looked at that and there was highlighted area and 
that’s what they were looking at the growth of Internet sales from 2013 to 2018 and this was an 
outshoot of it just that other information came out of it. 
Okay on the occupancy tax we actually and I’m not quite sure why this happened but November 
was the first month this year that we took in less in occupancy that we did before.  It may be just 
the way it was reported and so on. 
 
POLITI:  It’s events driven. 
 
DISKIN:  Yeah, it is in a way because nothing was really happening the December money is 
November’s so it’s not really probably as active. 
 
POLITI:  All events driven. 
 
DISKIN:  We have one more month we track as far as the calendar year and that’s this month 
and then we’ll be able to get an annual amount of where we are but we should for the year, 
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we’re still about $175,000 over so we should be somewhere around $200,000 over than what 
we did last year. 
I had a request from a couple of people to generate a zip code report. We haven’t done that in a 
few years. I think the last one we did was 2016, we did a preliminary one I ran one yesterday to 
look at it and what we found out was a lot of the zip codes don’t match anything in Essex 
County and the reason that is because these vacation rentals are reporting from their zip code 
and they could be reporting from Connecticut or Texas or Virginia or somewhere else. We’ve 
got to try and match those up with what community that property is in, where that vacation rental 
in order to get an accurate picture.  It’s not a lot of money from those places but there’s really a 
lot of odd ball zip codes out there now and that’s because they are taking in the vacation rentals 
that are owned by people and when we put them in the system they are put in under their zip 
code rather than where the place is located but we do have names to go with them which is a 
good thing and we’re going to start I’m going to try and put together information for each town 
as to who is registered in your town.  The ones that have done that I can be able to get that out 
to you and it may take a few more weeks to get that tweaked and put together but eventually I 
want to wait until the end of this month because the occupancy that we get in this month will be 
for December so it will give us a full calendar year and we’ll be able to get all the accurate 
number for the entire year what we got in and also whose submitted money to us over the last 
year.  Give us another month or so and we should be able to get that out to you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Any questions on the occupancy? 
 
DISKIN:  The only other thing I have is just the cash flow and the monthly report. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Any questions on the cash flow or the monthly report? 
 
DISKIN: We did quite well with the information in our department. 
 
MARNELL: Just a question, on new construction a person can ask for an extension on sales tax 
and materials? 
 
DISKIN:  I don’t know that I’m not an expert on sales tax exemption so you’re asking the wrong 
person. 
 
MARNELL:  We just approved one a while back. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You can but there is qualifications, it’s part of the Empire Zone there’s 
qualifications you have to meet and I think if you go through the IDA they handle the 
applications. 
 
MARNELL:  There must be a minimum.  I just think if somebody buys, it’s happening in our town 
buying an old business and it needs major repair and major renovations. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I would send them to the IDA but to answer your question yes, there are – 
 
DISKIN: There are some but not generally. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Right but there is also regulations attached to it you’ve got to produce so many 
jobs for instance you’ve got to – usually it’s tied into jobs correct Mike?  How many jobs you are 
going to have at the end of the day. 
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DISKIN:  Yes but just for the average person who is going to go out and build a house for 
themselves or construction you’re not going to get an exemption on that unless you go through 
certain programs. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No. 
 
MARNELL:  They are going to spend $500,000 on materials alone. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes. 
 
DISKIN: The only other thing if you didn’t have questions on that is that is that I want to bring 
you up to date on our foreclosures.  We’ve run the list, we’re reviewing.  I’ve given a copy to 
Dan to take a look at.  There’s some properties on there, some questions we have. Some of 
them are actually Adirondack Mountain reserve properties that they are still arguing about in 
there there’s a question whether we are going to include those in the foreclosure or not. There’s 
the railroad properties that you have in your towns primarily in Minerva but a couple also in 
Newcomb what we are going to do with those because those are on the foreclosure list and 
then once we whittle that down there is some bankruptcy’s some other information and we 
should be able to get a good solid list by the end of the month and be able to get that out and 
into the papers and start advertising for it three times and then be able to move on that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Then you, Dan Palmer, Dan and myself we need to sit down and type up some 
of these rules on these auctions. 
 
DISKIN:  We also have to look at a contract for an auction company because that’s expired. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So are we going to do RFP’s for an auction?  I would assume we would have to 
right? 
 
DISKIN:  You can. 
 
MANNING: Yes, I think the three years are up? 
 
DISKIN: Yes.  We haven’t done one in a while we can. 
 
MANNING:  I’ll have to look at it.   Usually we do a couple cycles.  I mean I don’t know where 
we are in this cycle?  If we do, we will go out to RFP. 
 
MONTY:  So, with that being said when would be the earliest that we would go to a tax sale 
Mike? 
 
DISKIN:  If we’re looking at February, March, April 90 day notices probably June to get the tax 
sale, I’d say June probably. 
 
MANNIING: No I’d say, we give them three months but we usually give them a little extra time – 
 
DISKIN:  That’s right you’ve got to give them 30 days after that to go through them. 
 
MANNING: It’s got to go to the Judge, so you’re talking if we get it the end of January or 
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February, March, April, May I’d say July. 
 
MONTY: So my suggestion might be the companies are working on the next one right? 
 
DISKIN:  Not yet no we haven’t turned them over to them yet. 
 
MONTY:  Well I think we should so that I mean we’re pushing this out if it ends up being July 
we’re pushing it back farther and farther again and I think we really need to have a two year with 
these people I’d say give them to them and let them start their process. 
 
DISKIN:  They can start the process but we can’t foreclose on the ones that we are going to do 
until next year. 
 
MONTY:  Exactly but start the process and have that ready for us to move forward next year. 
 
DISKIN:  The way that it has been going with these companies that we turn them over to in 
about two and a half months they’ve turned them over, they are done so you know there really 
isn’t that big of rush to get them started. The earliest we can start anything is October. 
 
MONTY:  Because we’re looking at 18 months now anyways if not more, already and I just don’t 
want to see us getting into an 18 month cycle again our goal was to go yearly. 
 
DISKIN: We turn them into our abstract company, we turn them over to the three abstract 
companies they are going to turn them over in a couple of months maybe three months at the 
most and we can’t do anything with those until October so there’s – we have time to turn them 
over to them. 
 
MONTY: I just don’t want to see us getting back into 18 months and then 18 months again and 
the next thing you know we’re three years behind and I think we are trying to get away from that. 
 
DISKIN: We should be caught with this cycle without a problem. 
 
MANNING: And we are probably looking at August now that I’m thinking about it because we 
get the thirty day for uncertainty, we’ve got to post so there’s a lot of timelines that we can’t get 
away with.  We’re doing the best we can Jim. 
 
MONTY:  I know you are but I’m just saying anything we can do to speed the process up we 
need to speed the process up so that we don’t continue with the backup. 
 
DISKIN:  The searching is not going to slow it down because we can’t start anything until 
October anyways. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Can we consider in this next auction individuals that purchase property in the 
last auction that have not done anything on those properties, have not paid their taxes on those 
properties; have not paid water and sewer on those properties not be allowed to bid in this next 
auction? 
 
DISKIN:  You can write in whatever you want. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Because I think that’s a huge start to put a stop to that problem. 
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DISKIN:  I think the way to stop it you just put in that you can’t bid on your own property. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No, no I’m not talking their own.  I’m saying just the property in the last auction 
since that time they’ve done nothing to that property, they haven’t paid school tax, they haven’t 
paid land tax, they haven’t paid water, they haven’t paid sewer alright? 
 
DISKIN: So basically anybody that loses a property in this auction can’t bid on anything else is 
what you’re saying. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m saying if they bought the property in the last auction and have not paid 
anything on that property since the day they bought it and have not done anything to improve 
that property since the day they bought it don’t allow them to bid again and buy more property. 
 
DISKIN:  That’s what I’m saying; exclude those people from bidding on any other auction. 
 
MANNING:  We can do anything you want but we’ll sit down –  
 
DISKIN: We can talk about that.  We’d have to know from the towns who those people are. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m making a list now. 
 
DISKIN: Because there could be people out there that bought properties and fixed them up. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It’s the same ones all the time. Some of them live in this town. 
 
DISKIN: Right when we get together and write our new conditions we’ll talk. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I don’t want more problems than we have. These people keep hiding themselves 
and all this other stuff I personally think that we need to put some reserves on property and 
hopefully I would like to bring up this idea when Mike is done to discuss the land bank idea. 
 
MARNELL:  What about the people that buy them and they do pay their taxes, water and sewer 
rent but leave them in the horrible condition that they bought them in and never put any money 
into them but they just left them and they are not up to code and we’re pushing them to do that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes, it’s an issue and it is just going to become a bigger issue especially with 
the asbestos laws the way they are.  You know and the county, we can’t expect the county to 
take some of these places and take them down because I know what it cost to take them down. 
It would bankrupt us.  It would bankrupt the town and the county. 
 
DISKIN:  Just so you know Tom the old buildings up in Mineville, they are both in the old 
hospital and the other building. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They are up for taxes? 
 
DISKIN: Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: There is a prime example.  It’s the same individual who had a relative come in 
and buy Laura’s restaurant. 
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DISKIN: That’s right. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And I said it the day of the auction this person should not be bidding here today. 
There’s nothing we can do to stop it. 
 
DISKIN:  It’s hard to tell you can’t have a relative bidding.  It’s hard to exclude a relative.  They 
haven’t done anything wrong at that point. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I understand but I mean we all know what’s going on here and it’s failing, the 
system is failing horribly. 
 
DISKIN: That’s changed hands about three times since she bought it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well, she’s got 48 LLC’s. 
 
DISKIN: But she doesn’t own it anymore. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean that would open up anybody’s eyes. 
 
DISKIN: She doesn’t own it. She sold it to somebody else. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m sure. 
 
DISKIN:  Probably a relative. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Probably when she got in trouble with the Medicaid taxi business but anyway. I 
won’t say anymore.  Okay, anyone have anything else for Mike?  If not, thank you. 
Dan, you got anything you’ve got to bring up? 
 
MANNING:  The mortgage tax, our special mortgage tax is causing a great deal of heartburn if I 
can pigeon hole this in with our local law process and getting the Legislature to do what they 
need to do as an aside, both Dan Stec’s office and Betty Little’s office has been great to work 
with they are doing their best to get this done for us.  It’s my understanding and I’m keeping my 
fingers crossed that on the 23rd the home rule, the bills will actually be enacted into law. The 23rd 
is the date that I have. I was told before it was going to be the 19th so I tentatively penciled in a 
public hearing for the 23rd so that we could get our local law passed, signed, sealed and 
delivered before the end of the month so that we would be able to collect mortgage tax starting 
March 1 so I’m still trying to shoot for getting our law passed by the end of the month but I’m 
kind of held hostage until I know when the Legislature passes this.  I was told it was going to 
happen on the 23rd so if it happens on the 23rd with the timelines that we have to deal with the 
local law we would need to call a special meeting on the 25th which is a Friday and you’re not in 
here for anything else. The 23rd was going to be great because that was ways and means. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I have jury duty. 
 
MANNING: Okay I’m going to need 2/3rds on the 25th in order to get this local law passed so I 
wanted to throw that out there to make sure that everybody could be there I know you can’t be 
there Tom but if everybody else can. 
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SCOZZAFAVA: I can in the afternoon but not in the morning. 
 
MANNNIG: Well we could do the afternoon but I don’t know how you all feel about that?  It is a 
Friday.  So I’m open to suggestions. Do you want to do it – is the 25th going to be alright?  If not, 
we will not be able to collect the tax until April 1st. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So you need to do it the 25th. 
 
MANNING:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: If you need 2/3rds I mean I’ve got a big vote so I’m saying you need - 
 
MANNING:  When does jury duty start? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I can’t believe, this is big operation, this is grand jury. 
 
MANNING: Oh, it’s Grand Jury. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I can’t believe I’m on it. 
 
MANNING: Okay, forget it. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The afternoon of the 25th Dan? 
 
MANNING:  Yes what would be a good time do you think?   
 
GILLILLAND:  Afternoon on the 25th. 
 
MANNING: Yes, okay.  1:00 okay with everybody?  Now just keep in mind they may not pass it 
on the 25th then we’re in trouble because you guys aren’t here the next week, you’re all in New 
York City right? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: No, no. 
 
GILLILLAND: Albany. 
 
GARRISON: Seven of them will be in Albany. 
 
MANNING: Seven but what seven is a weighted vote.  Let’s keep our fingers crossed if not, I will 
have to do it all over again. We’ll figure something else out. Thank you.  So the 25th at 1:00. 
Then also Tom had mentioned that there was an inquiry as to the Assistant County Attorney I 
have chosen one.  His name is Daniel Tedford.  He actually worked in the Public Defender’s 
Office for three or four years. He is highly qualified for the job.  He’s a young man about 33 
years old.  His undergraduate degree was from Albany State, he had a 3.9 in Albany State.  He 
went to Syracuse University school of Law and on the review there. I believe he was 14th out of 
187 in Syracuse Law and he is a perfect candidate for the job and so because I have the power 
to appoint him I did chose him similar to Dave Scaglione.  I’m really pleased.  I intend to have 
him come to a meeting so he can meet all of you.  We’re working out the logistics as to 
computers and places to stay.  So that’s who is going to be taking the job. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Good. 
 
MONTY: When does he start Dan? 
 
MANNING: He is going to start, the latest he’ll start will be February 18, he may start sooner.  
He had a trial scheduled and he didn’t want to back out of that for the Public Defender but now 
he came yesterday and said he could start sooner. I’ve got to clean out some area for Miriam to 
get into the new office he would get her office, so it should be no later than the 18th. 
 
MONTY:  He’s not from Moriah is he? 
 
MANNING: No, he’s from Lake Placid.  He’s from Roby’s town.  He’s originally from Plattsburgh 
to Lake Placid with his wife. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: He’s got relatives in Moriah.  Is he going to be doing something specific?  I 
mean Family Court? 
 
MANNING:  No what I’m going to do you know with the new community resources position and 
what they are doing we are doing a lot of town work which was traditionally the work of a town 
attorney we have a great deal of work coming out there and there’s also town work that we’ll be 
able to help you guys out on.  I have approached that subject with you if you need work I’m 
going to give that to him too.  I’m not going to just give him you know the garbage stuff.  I’ll start 
him out slowly but my intention is to bring him up to snuff.  He will be just like me. He’ll handle 
what I handle so that, he needs to have a little excitement in his life too not just pushing papers.  
And with Jim and Chris doing a great job at DPW that’s increased in workload and everything 
else just has cumulatively increased.   You know FOIL used to be you’d get a good job you sign 
that report now there’s election law updates, everything has sort of multiplied and all the other 
departments have gotten more and more people too so but my point is he’ll be doing exactly 
what I do eventually.  I think you’re really going to enjoy him.  He’s a hard, hard worker. He’s a 
Marine which is in my book a good thing and very conscientious.   
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay any questions in relations to that?  Alright does anyone have anything 
else for Dan? Anything else for this committee? 
 
GILLILLAND: I have just two things for consideration.  First one I’ve been contacted by a couple 
of people the Governor has proposed this recreation marijuana law and it is publically stated 
that counties the intent, we don’t have the law out yet of course but the intent is to have in the 
law the county will have the option to allow, prohibit or regulate the sales of marijuana in their 
counties.  So this is something that is probably going to be coming to us pretty quick so start 
thinking about that. On one hand it’s selling marijuana you can have some issues with that 
increasing with driving etc. and the other one is a possibility it could be a revenue source an 
additional revenue source for the county so we have to weigh that back and forth and also wait 
and see what the law says when it comes out. 
The second one was the email I sent out on the zombie properties and the possible 
development of a land bank.  I’d like to maybe take a closer look at that.  I know a couple of at 
least one supervisor says they wouldn’t want to be part of it.  I think Clinton County is putting 
together for each municipality opting to give a portion of sales tax to go into that land bank 
revenue you could opt out I suppose but I’d like to move forward and ask Dan and Mike and 
stuff to put something together as a possible plan for that.  I just wanted to throw that out there 
for discussion if that’s okay with you Mr. Scozzafava? 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Absolutely.  I read your email.  I’m not that familiar with it. Can you just explain 
for the committee’s sake a scenario, an example, a concept of how this thing works and how 
does that property eventually get into a land bank? 
 
GILLILLAND:  They have a number of options on this.  The property will come up let’s say it is in 
the auction and it doesn’t make the minimum to pay back or it’s one of these properties that 
keeps flipping again and again and again the board would pull that property from the auction or 
refuse the bid and it would be placed into a land bank and I know Clinton County is appointing a 
land bank board from what I read but then the land bank board or this board could rack and 
stack a list properties by the highest priorities and probably also I would say could get the most 
return for any improvements, i.e. knocking the building down, turn it into a vacant lot, get more 
money for it and also weigh that out against the amount of money that is actually sitting in the 
land bank and how much it would be to remove that building so it’s a way of stopping the 
zombie property process itself and improving the lot.  Mike do you have anything on this to add? 
 
MASCARENAS:  I think you hit the nail on the head Shaun realistically there’s a couple of 
different mechanisms I think in how you set that up logistically and how that body is governed.  
Dan Manning and I spoke a little bit about it this morning I think we’re going to look more into 
that and give the board some options on how that could be designed.  Clinton County you’re 
correct is going to a nonprofit type set up that’s going to manage that.  You could certainly go 
that way or you could try to piggyback on some pre-existing agencies that we already have in 
place that would probably be an option as well so that we don’t add costs.  I think what you do 
see typically in a land bank is there are contributions by municipalities in order to have that seed 
money to allow purchase of that property and they usually are tax foreclosures.  The one thing 
that I do know right now and Dan Manning and I are going to have a meeting tomorrow, a phone 
conference with New York State Office of Community Renewal and if you have a land bank it 
sets you up to receive grant dollars to do some work to these properties. So we’re going to look 
at what their mechanism is to get those grant dollars, and how much and those types of things 
so we can give the board a better idea of what it means to buy in and those sorts of things. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So this could possibly be something that HAPECO or ACAP could get into? 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yeah, I probably think that’s probably an option. I think once we see what the 
workload is and what you’re really talking about.  I think ours is while it is an existing problem 
I’m not sure the workload is enormous to where it would perpetuate its own standing office but 
until we do the research we’re not going to know that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The elephant in the room on all these properties is the cost to take them down 
and dispose of them. That’s the – I mean I just went through it.  Mike is about to experience it 
over in Schroon Lake I mean it’s just phenomenal what it costs.  That little house in Port Henry 
Jim, $30,000. 
 
MASCARENAS:  The whole thought process is you invest a little bit up front you get a little bit 
more on the back end so whether it’s raising a property for a certain amount or you are 
remediating it to make it sellable, to make it more valuable and get it back on the tax roll quickly 
instead of as you mentioned earlier, waiting you know these properties we see come up year 
after year after year or they are selling for less than what they are owed on taxes and then it is 
just perpetuating the problem. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Can you give an incentive legally if somebody buys a piece of property at a tax 
sale that’s in horrible condition cut them a break on their property tax for few years?  I mean 
does that – I know, see you really can’t give those types of incentives correct? 
 
MANNING:  Sounds like a good idea you know. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yeah because you’re not collecting anything on it anyways so you know? 
 
MANNING: It’s going to be expensive. 
 
MASCARENAS:  From what I’ve seen municipalities do have the ability to enter into it or not. 
Now how would we handle that locally?  Details will tell.  There’s more questions than answers 
right now unfortunately. 
 
McNALLY:  Before we go too far with this I’d like to see an inventory of the properties that we’re 
talking about currently and what towns they are in.  Myself I don’t seem to have a problem in my 
town but. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It would only be properties that we foreclose on in a tax sale. 
 
MANNING:  Well, it doesn’t have to be right? 
 
MASCARENAS:  No not necessarily applications are filed and the Board of Directors review 
them at a monthly meeting and that’s how they decide what they are going to purchase and so 
on and so forth.  It doesn’t necessarily have to be that but – 
 
MANNING:  You may have properties that are –  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Bank foreclosures. 
 
MANNING:  Right the town wants to tear down their unsafe building local law, that’s not in 
foreclosure but you still want to tear it down. 
 
POLITI: I don’t have that problem. The problem I have is with a lot of these properties is bank 
foreclosures which you would have no control over those here, with this law what you want to do 
with the land bank here because the taxes are paid – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: From what I’m understanding they are saying is that a land bank could go to a 
bank that’s foreclosed. 
 
POLITI: The taxes are paid. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Doesn’t matter. 
 
MANNING: No it doesn’t matter.  If you have a zombie property that a bank has a mortgage on 
you can still go after them.  We could use this as a mechanism. You can go after them with 
under your unsafe building local law, you can go under the zombie local law, State zombie law 
you know a nice letter to the bank you can get some of these. 
 
POLITI: Yeah you are just forcing them to sell the property or to clean it up. 
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MASCARENAS: Right and I don’t think what Roby is referring to is necessarily a zombie 
property I mean a bank foreclosure often is because somebody has defaulted. 
 
MANNING:  The definition of zombie is a bank that doesn’t foreclose it sits there and sits there 
and sits there and it’s falling apart. 
 
POLITI:  They pay the taxes. 
 
MANNING:  Yes but they are not paying any collateral but that’s the definition of zombie 
properties a piece of garbage that the bank still has a mortgage on but it won’t foreclose, it’s in 
limbo or sometimes they are not a pieces of garbage though probably up where you are they 
aren’t. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I mean a big part of the problem is the unsafe building law, even though you 
are supposed to have uniformed building codes and fire – you don’t have uniform because ever 
town goes in a different direction here and I read an article that one county actually adopted and 
I think I talked to you about this before a county wide uniformed, unsafe building law and they 
went out and enforced it, it didn’t matter what town it was in so every town was on the same 
page on this thing. 
 
MANNING: It gives the county more work, more expense. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  But in the long run it might save you conversations like this. 
 
MANNING:  Well the towns are supposed to follow their codes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The problem is they are not doing it. 
 
MONTY:  Getting back to the foreclosures is it the banks responsibility to maintain those 
properties after they foreclose on them? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes. 
 
MANNING: Well what they do Jim is they don’t foreclose. 
 
MONTY:  Well I’ve had a couple properties who were foreclosed on in Lewis and there was a – 
the people that left left it in total disarray.  We contacted the banks and it took a couple of times 
and a couple strong suggestions that we were going to seek legal counsel on this then they 
came in and cleaned the properties up and amazing as soon as they cleaned them up, they 
sold. 
 
MANNING:  That is true.  That’s a part of this zombie thing, if they have foreclosed and they just 
let it sit that’s the same thing. 
 
MONTY:  We need to force those banks if they have foreclosed on them to maintain them. 
 
MANNING:  Like you said, usually when I am involved with them one letter, strong letter to the 
bank I’m giving you ten days and I’m calling the State because there are State penalties so they 
usually slowly start to do what they are supposed to do. 
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WILSON:  Thank you. As I’m thinking about this sort of one end result is the county or the towns 
become property developers partnered with non-profits to do affordable housing I mean is that 
the potential outcome or am I missing something? 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yeah if you watch Home & Garden TV right?  It’s the Government’s version of 
flip and flop right?  You raise the property.  You improve the property to make it attractive now 
whether it ends up being affordable housing I’m not sure OCR’s goal is to get rid of blight so 
that’s where the funding mechanism comes into place that’s where we can get some of those 
dollars now on the other end of that when you re auction it we can’t really control who those 
bidders are whether it goes to affordable housing or anything like that. 
 
GIORDANO: Ti was awarded a $75,000 grant from the mortgage debacle a couple years ago 
and we have been trying to study the problem in our town.  We’ve actually been pretty 
successful Jim in reference to contacting DFS, Department of Financial Services and how to 
enact on behalf, how to enact on behalf of us to actually force the mortgage companies to do 
clean up we’ve gone so far as to categorize our properties as to these low, middle and serious 
problem properties. We’ve had pretty good success.  We’ve had like about eighty or so of our 
total derelict properties in town and we’ve dropped it by half and these are simple things like 
grass not being mowed.   
 
POLITI:  That’s a lot of property. 
 
GIORDANO:  It is a lot of property.  We’ve had issues and I’ve brought to this board a couple 
years ago with the reference to one property on the Portage that had a fire and that ended up 
becoming a county property and now we’re going after with Jim’s help, we are going to go 
ahead and take that one down out of the town’s monies but from that we actually developed a 
law, a local law that puts a lien on any property for any fire so we’re trying to find concrete 
solutions to solve those problems that seem to be repeating so I can a land trust a good 
possibility for a solution but there was one comment that was made as to whether it’s the 
solution to solve the problem or just a solution and so the one thing I would just want to kind of 
piggyback on what Mr. McNally had said that it would be nice to see a comprehensive plan, not 
a plan but a comprehensive understanding of what all the different properties that we’re dealing 
with throughout the entire county how they break out categorically and then try to see if there is 
certain solutions that don’t necessarily requires us to have to take a proactive stance to put 
money into it, it could be simple as seeking or directed to resources maybe help them to make a 
payments on taxes that are due on the property so they don’t have to go through this process.  
Like I said in the last couple years Ti has been working with this grant and we’ve actually 
partnered with ACAP and they have been very supportive in providing us with a lot of resources 
that they do so I think it might be beneficial for us to understand the kind of root causes of how 
these properties come back to the auction process and where they are slipping through the 
cracks and see if we can’t develop or to find some proactive tools in our tool box as opposed to 
having it just putting a lot of resources together. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Well what I did a couple years ago in my former job it was probably four or five 
years ago now was we solicited each community for an inventory of their zombie properties 
anticipating that this problem isn’t going to go away. We probably got about 50% participation 
from the communities in what we received back so what your suggestion, I believe is something 
we have to do we just need your help in doing it because your code people are the ones that 
are the experts on this, they are the ones that see what’s going on in every community and for 
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us we don’t have that capability right now to put people out and to try and make those 
determinations but it would definitely be a partnership with the community in order to get that 
information. 
 
McNALLY:  I just had two points, one that anything the Government gets involved with as far as 
reversing the property cost twice as much as an individual off the street can do it.  The second 
point I think last month, town topics there was an article about taxing bad clean up repair I 
believe Monroe County and a couple counties in the state have this.  If you have a building in 
town you can actually go in and clean that building up and put it on their tax and I think that 
would be something to look at. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We just did that in Port Henry, $43,000 now I will guarantee you that this 
individual will never pay the town taxes and then it’s the county sitting on top of it. 
 
McNALLY:  With the property. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Absolutely and when the county pays the warrant you don’t, the town doesn’t 
get that forty thousand in my case the forty-three thousand the county does not meet that on the 
warrant, correct? 
 
McNALLY:  I think in Monroe they do. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Not in Essex. 
 
McNALLY:  In Monroe, in a couple counties they do that was the point on this. 
 
MANNING: If they pay it we give it to you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No, if they pay it but I’m saying if he doesn’t pay it that’s not included on my 
warrant. 
 
McNALLY:  It’s included.  In Monroe County that’s included. 
 
MANNING: There is certain laws that allow it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  That is something this board would have to determine. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The thing in that article in Warren County was it has also gone to the Appellate 
Court and they are waiting right now for the Appellate to make a decision on it if the Appellate 
decides upon it then I think that Essex County is in this division and it will go but the problem 
with it is is that it takes away, say you put $43,000 it in this scenario it goes onto the tax warrant 
it does not get paid then the county has to eat it so you’re robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Exactly. 
 
MARNELL:  On another subject but – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Let me go with Mr. DeLoria then because he had his hand up and he’s on this 
same subject, go ahead. 
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DELORIA:  Okay this zombie it would be about foreclosures and it seems to me that there is a 
lot of diverse property out there that would come up in that category and some of it just at a 
glance would be very expensive to even bid on so I wonder about him starting some sort of 
criteria for this commission or committee that would be heading this land bank so that we don’t 
end up five years down the road having all these properties that have just cost us way too much 
money to take in and renovate and get stuck with. We don’t want to buy the store         
necessarily but it could be a good program and in my opinion if it was managed correctly. 
MANNING:  We are going to carefully consider all the options here.  I mean I think it’s a great 
mechanism for really, really bad derelict properties.  I mean you might concentrate on those first 
and then as far as buying properties and stuff I don’t know if you want to get into that but tearing 
them down, things of that nature so there’s lots of considerations. 
 
MASCARENAS:  We’ll get examples of those things. 
 
MANNING: Because it’s going to be expensive. If you get deep into this you really will wish you 
never did. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The properties in my town are pretty much the properties that have issues for 
twenty years okay?  Here’s the issue.  The properties in tax sale that bring good money, that 
bring at least what taxes were due or more they’re never the problem, the problem are the 
properties that we’re letting go for one-hundred, two-hundred, five-hundred dollars those are the 
issues right there. That’s the problem and I can show you my town properties that have 
continuously have been in the tax sale. It’s just this vicious rotation that keeps going, on and on 
and on some of the same players at every auction as Mike knows only they’ve got somebody 
else doing their bidding for them, it’s all the same players. This is what we’ve got to try and get a 
handle on. 
 
MARNELL: I think Essex County should be a lead agent county and tell the State we can 
operate without the tax revenue from sale of marijuana.  We can live without blood money as I 
refer to it. The other day there was an article in the Glens Falls paper written by a Doctor if 
anybody read that, he was a medical Doctor he wasn’t a Chiropractor or whatever and I have 
not personally used it but I’ve seen the effects of it and I haven’t seen one dam good thing come 
out of the use of marijuana and when the time comes I think we should step forward and say we 
don’t need it in Essex County and I know right now I couldn’t get ten people in Schroon Lake 
that would want to have it.  Have you been out to your towns and talked to your people? 
 
McNALLY:  In regard to just sales. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Just regard to sales if this law passes it would prohibit use, to use it here. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If we enact a Local Law that we are not going to sell it here in my situation, 
they will just go over the bridge and buy in Vermont or down to Warren or up to Clinton but you 
can’t prohibit them from using it here so if somebody wants to light one up I mean even though 
you can’t buy it here, if it’s legal to do it they are still going to do it. 
 
MARNELL:  You can’t buy cigarettes until you’re twenty-one either you can smoke all day and 
all night.  I have no place in Schroon Lake for that.  I have nobody, I have maybe ten people that 
want to see it but we don’t want it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m not for it or against it at this point.  I mean I’m for my friends, so whatever 
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my friends want me to do they are all my friends so – okay you know we’ve got to wait Mike and 
see what the legislation says. 
 
MARNELL: Right, we can think about it and we can talk about though. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It will be like the days of creating dry counties, they just go across the county 
line to get what they want to get. 
 
MONTROY:  Would it be appropriate to go ahead and send a resolution to a Politian to oppose 
it?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m going to leave that up to – 
 
GILLILLAND:  I beg your pardon? 
 
MONTROY:  Should we do a resolution to oppose the marijuana? 
 
GILLILLAND: I would agree to that but we haven’t even seen the legislation in writing and I 
would recommend we wait.  I would just poll your communities and think about and see what 
you want you think about it.  As soon as we see the legislation then we can act on it.  I think that 
would be more effective right now it is just premature. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I mean are you on this committee?   Anybody can move a resolution on the 
committee to get a second but I couldn’t at this point in time I don’t have enough information to 
make it. 
 
MONTROY:  I’m not on the committee.  I actually have a home in Colorado and I’ve seen the 
effects and what is happening in that State because it was like a standalone state that there was 
no other states around it so a lot of young people flocked to the State and there were great 
revenues from it but they doubled their Medicaid because all these young people have no 
insurance.  The homelessness is outrageous in Denver and Pueblo.  The other thing that 
happens is they regulated the growers but once you have possession of it you don’t know where 
that came from so there was the Black Market for growers actually went up like crazy that 
seemed a lot worse than it was prior. There was a lot of these, talk about zombie homes there 
was a lot of homes and they will buy it for nothing, very little money and they will move in and 
this happened to a friend of mine rent it to somebody that grew marijuana and they put all these 
lights in and moisture, they left the place full of mold so these are things that we have to think 
about. 
 
JACKSON: We have a resolution that was tabled on marijuana. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes I think the Sheriff – you’re right, you’re right so that would have to be taken 
off the table.  Correct.  Good point.  Okay, anything further to come before this committee?   
Jim McKenna, are you here for this committee? 
 
McKENNA:  No I wanted to see how you handled a committee. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You don’t want to talk about bed tax in finance?  Okay, nothing further to come 
before us we stand adjourned. 
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 As there was no further discussion to come before this Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate 
Relief Committee it was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


