
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, February 11, 2019 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Michael Marnell, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 10:53 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Stephanie DeZalia, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Dean Montroy, James Monty, Ronald Moore, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Thomas 
Scozzafava, Ike Tyler and Joe Pete Wilson. Gerald Morrow, had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Daniel Palmer, and Dan Manning. Anna Reynolds was previously 
excused. 
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey, and Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present: Steve McDonald, Jim McKenna, Mary Jane Lawrence, and Chris Maron. Jody Olcott, 
Carol Calabrese and Aurora McCaffery had been previously excused.  
 
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning everyone, we will call this Economic Development Committee to order. 
No report from the IDA, so they have been excused. We just excused Anna Reynolds from 
Community Resources, she has plenty of work to do.  
We do have a report from our Historian, no report from Cooperative Extension. Oh, I’m sorry, 
Cooperative Extension, yes, we just talked about that.  
Good morning.  
 
MCDONALD: Good morning, I’m sorry this is my first time at an attempt for a report for you all. Our 
Executive Director, Rick LeVitre retired at the end of 2018. The Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Board of Directors appointed myself, Steve McDonald as the Interim Director until they fill that 
position. They’re looking to close and have it filled by May 1st, preferably sooner. The Board of 
Directors of Essex County approved shared services for that position. Again, it’s beneficial to both 
counties as we can allocate more funding to programming. So, it’s a win/win for both counties.  
We’ve settled into our new office, down here on Route 9, nicely, things are going smoothly. We 
appreciate that.  
Some new funding opportunities came our way. We received $98,000.00 in Farm to School grants 
through the USDA funds. Our Educator, Meagan Brooks, is working to educate students on where 
their food comes from and food systems and they’re also working to connect farmers to food service 
workers within the district. We’re working with our Risk Management Team at Cornell University to 
make sure that we are in compliance with procurement laws and procedures.  
Another funding opportunity that came our way, a Digital Ambassador Grant, a small amount of 
funds to help adults to learn computer skills and technology skills through the use of teens and then 
we were contracted again, this year, through the Champlain Valley Healthy Network to provide 
nutrition education and services, consultation to individuals within our county.  
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And then our Regional Ag Team and our Eastern New York Commercial Horticultural Team are still 
helping our local farmers. We lobbied for extra funds at the end of last month. We expect some 
reduced funding, with regards to Harvest New York, but we still look, it still looks like we’ll be able to 
provide services to Essex County through Harvest New York.  
Any questions?  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Steve. Any questions for our new Acting Director? Comments?  
 
MCDONALD: Thank you everybody.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Steve, congratulations.  
 
JACKSON: Thank you for coming out.  
 
POLITI: Welcome.  

 
**************************** 

 
 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with James 
McKenna reporting as follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: Next on our agenda we have a slideshow from Mr. McKenna and ROOST.  
 
MCKENNA: It’s very short. So, what we’re going to talk about is called Community Action Fund and 
Mary Jane Lawrence, our Chief of Staff and I have met with or talked with all 18 Supervisors over 
the course of the last, I guess 3 months and we’ve also spoke with some of the larger hotels in the 
County on this project and actually met with Dan and both Dans, our attorney, the County Attorney 
and Dan our County Manager and also met with Mike Diskin on it. We sort of talked this project over 
a little bit and what it is, is that what we’re proposing to do is increase occupancy tax by 2% and 
what we’re saying is that we’re currently at 3%, we want to raise it to 5% and then have those funds 
dedicated, the additional 2% dedicated to what we’re calling the Community Enhancement Fund and 
we’ll explain that a little bit more, but it’s first to point out that occupancy tax at 5% is not out of the 
ballpark right now and what’s happening in a lot of designations around, not only around our region, 
but around the Country. Franklin County’s been at 5% for 3 years now, their sales have continued to 
grow each year. We look at Warren County and they’re at 4% and they’ve always been a 4%. 
Further south, even in Saratoga Springs, the City of Saratoga Springs is at 6%, Niagara Falls is at 
6% and going to 7%. So, 5% we’re pretty well convinced that it will not affect business and done 
right, we think that this will actually grow business and really why that’s important is because, as 
Mike Diskin’s office pointed out, lodging in our County is the number one producer of sales tax 
revenue and Mike I think I saw you come in, it’s the only County in the State that’s at that level; am I 
correct? And you know that’s, you know in that calendar year, 17-18, countywide we had $28 million 
in sales tax revenue, $4 million was generated through the lodging industry and lodging is 
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traditionally 1/3rd of the travelers expenditure, so we can easily take that money and track it and we 
can comfortably say that about 44% of the sales tax generated in Essex County comes from the 
travel industry and this is direct spend, this is no multipliers. The multipliers, of course would affect 
that a little bit more, but that’s direct spending. So, we think that there’s been continual growth on it, 
in fact thinking about, you know presenting this today, it was actually 20 years ago, almost to the 
day, where we did the implementation or went through the process of the initiation of the occupancy 
tax, originally, in this County and at that time the County was funding tourism through its general 
fund. So, what the occupancy tax, it not only helped our County grow tourism sales, but it’s relieved 
our local taxpayers on funding tourism. All the funding has come through the travelers and we think, 
we’ve seen significant, even over the last five years, if we look where the growth is, but during that 
time period we’ve also done a lot of what’s called destination planning in all the 4 regions that we 
have identified as the tourism regions of Essex County and there’s challenges there and we 
recognize the challenges. We also see now what’s going on around, really the North East in tourism 
development. You can simply look across the Lake over in Vermont and the dollars and what they’ve 
putting forth for a lot of programs, above and beyond marketing and it’s about the experience that 
visitors have that drive things more in the future and we’re quite concerned about that and we think 
that maybe the enhancement fund will give the ability to start to address that and address it on an 
annual basis like we have with the occupancy tax, originally. So, with that I’m going to turn it over to 
Mary Jane Lawrence to really explain a little bit more about that.  
 
LAWRENCE: So, as Jim and I have been talking over the last couple of years and we’ve had this 
conversation with all of you, pretty much all of you individually, is we realize that from a marketing 
perspective, we have certain areas that we need to continue to work on, because it’s always, it’s a 
moving target, marketing to today’s traveler, but we also realize, like Jim said, the experiential 
traveler is really where the market is moving and so when we look at our region we see challenges, 
as all of you do, within your own areas of responsibility and how to address those and it all comes 
down to we need the money to address the issues. So, Jim started researching different ways to 
create this fund and we found an example in Ashville, North Carolina, where they had taken a 
percentage of their occupancy tax and dedicated to what that called very similar, I think it’s a product 
enhancement fund and they have a very well laid out plan to implement this initiative. So, we took 
that sample and we kind of created what would fit in our region and so, I’m not sure what slide we’re 
on, so we don’t need to go through this, I mean we all talked about different areas of where is 
funding can be used, not only to enhance the travelers experience, but at the same time enhance 
the communities experience in their own individual regions.  
So, how the program works, we have 4 regions. We have the Lake Champlain Region, the Schroon 
Lake Region, Whiteface Region and the High Peaks Region. In each of those regions there would 
be committees formed. Depending on the size of the region there would be five to seven members 
per region, that would be, to a certain extent, appointed by the Town Supervisors and you know 
there would be some criteria. So, you know we would want members to be involved with tourism; 
you know whether they own a business or manage a business or are some way involved in tourism 
and this committee would have approved applications. So, they would have the ability to vet the 
applications and we would have a staff person that would make sure that the applications came to 
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the committee in a completed form, they would go through the process of deciding what applications 
would best fit the initiatives of our region and then go through a final committee, we’re thinking of 
one from each region would make up this final committee to issue the final approval and that would 
basically make sure that nothing was missed. 
That’s a very general overview of the way that the process would work and there are a lot of things 
that we still need to work out in detail, but you know that’s a process as we go through this and the 
approval process and then we’ll start to work through it.  
 
MCKENNA: So, what we’re envisioning is that we would like to at least start the process with a 
resolution today to move forward with it and how it would go from there is to Ways to Means and the 
Full Board and that would trigger going to the State to increase the percentage from 3% to 5% and 
then we’ll go from that process with the State and Assembly and then the Governor, hopefully 
signing off on it; which would mean we would probably, if all went well with that, implementation 
would be probably January 1, 202 and we start the process then. And as Mary Jane had said, when 
we talked with the Supervisors individually, there’s a number of programs that people seem to think 
could work with this and so we think it’s the next step, to not only to maintain the tourism that we 
have, but to grow it countywide.  
 
LAWRENCE: We have to continue to move forward and if we’re not, we’re standing still, we’re going 
backwards. So, this is the next step in moving forward in all of our regions.  
Questions, comments or concerns?  
 
MONTY: So, your four regions that you listed, what communities are within those four regions? Like 
there’s Schroon Lake, what would that include?  
 
LAWRENCE: So, Schroon Lake Region is North Hudson, Newcomb, Minvera and Schroon.  
 
MCKENNA: And we’re adjusting the name of that.  
 
MONTY: Okay, so then another region?  
 
LAWRENCE: Whiteface Region is Wilmington and Jay. The High Peaks Region is North Elba, 
Wilmington and St. Armand and the Lake Champlain Region is the towns of Ticonderoga, Crown 
Point, Moriah, Westpoint, Essex, Willsboro, E’town and Chestertown.  
 
MCKENNA: They were established back in 2009. 
 
MONTY: So, there would be 9 in that one region? So, how much money do you think 2% is going to 
increase, by increasing the occupancy tax 2% how much is that going to generate in more revenue?  
 
MCKENNA: Well, we projected through, if our growth rate continues this year, we project 2020 will 
be in the vicinity of $2 million total.  
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MONTY: So, how will that money be divided up among those regions? Proportionally?  
 
MCKENNA: Well, there’s a couple of things, 5% first goes to the Treasurer’s Office for the 
processing of it; correct, Mike? And that’s by law and then how the law reads, how the law reads is 
that we have to spend the money commensurate with where it is attracted, so where is comes from.  
So, the breakout would be, historically the High Peaks Region had 89% of it, with the private rentals 
coming in the High Peaks Region now had 85% and the other three regions are at about 5% each. 
So, the way it would break out is that there would be approximately, I think about $85,000.00 and 
$90,000.00 for each of the smaller regions and about $1.4 million for the High Peaks Region is how 
it would breakout.   
 
MONTY: Well, I understand that’s where most of the money is generated, there’s no question about 
that, but I am a firm believer that the Lake Champlain Region is under advertised, it’s under 
marketed, we’ve got, it’s known as the 6th Great Lake, it’s one of the most beautiful lakes around 
and granted there’s not a lot of hotels, there’s not a lot of businesses there for whatever reasons, 
but if you go from Ticonderoga to Chesterfield, there’s some beautiful areas along Lake Champlain. 
There’s some beautiful places to eat, beautiful places to see and I really feel we do not market them 
appropriately or enough.  
 
MCKENNA: Yup, well we do have ongoing social and there’s a website that we continually maintain 
and operate and I don’t know if you’ve seen that or the social media that we do and there’s also a 
marketing campaign behind it that’s been increasing on an annual basis. In addition on the Lake 
Champlain Region we’ve been funding on a regular basis the bass fishing tournaments and other 
events. So, that I think we recognize that and we’ve been trying to continually fill that campaign and 
we’ve redone the website recently and so we’ve been moving forward. We also have the Crown 
Point building, bridge building that we have the Visitor’s Center in that we maintain and operate. We 
work closely with the chambers along the Lake, as well, and other business associations and we 
have in the past.  
 
LAWRENCE: And we also have a lot of fan tours go through. 
 
MCKENNA: Yeah, we also do, fan tours are familiarization tours with traveler writers. So, we have a 
lot along the Lake Champlain area.  
 
MCNALLY: Yeah, I spoke to Jim earlier on this. This is sort of what we have 20 years ago when 
Minerva, Newcomb, North Hudson and Schroon Lake were together and I know we don’t generate a 
lot of revenue, but I also know Newcomb, myself, North Hudson, and Schroon Lake all have a 
budget, we all have to stay within that 2% cap. In my case, I don’t have much money in my budget 
for the advertising and I think that, personally, that if this money was to split up directly to the towns 
and let them decide if they want to use it for their chamber to promote certain items or something 
like that, that would be better than this Hunger Game, applying for things and having them all go into 
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one place. If I were to save $15,000.00 or $10,000.00 a year, with my businesses I could market my 
concerts in the park. I could market events in town. I don’t have that resource right now to spend 
money on that. I mean it’s great to be on their website or I Love New York on page 7,000,248; that’s 
great, but I think that the towns, I think this money should go directly to the towns and the towns 
decide whether they want to use their chamber or they want to do it themselves and this also can be 
used to upgrade our websites and things like that, so we can directly see some kind of thing from it. I 
don’t need a 1,000 tourists a day in the Town of Minerva, but I would like to have a 100 a day; which 
means my infrastructure… 
 
MCKENNA: This process, Steve, would actually give you that opportunity, because that particular 
region that you’re talking about there’s an application process that would go through the committee 
and the things that we mentioned would be viable for that.  
 
MCNALLY: But, who, why should we have an application process for that region when I think I know 
better than somebody from Schroon Lake making the decision of what I want to do with my 
marketing money? Let me market my money. The 5 Town Hub, maybe we could do something 
together or something like that. That is the problem, if you’re going to put it into a Hunger Game 
program where you’re going to have to apply or give the money directly to the Towns.  
 
MCKENNA: What we have is a handout that will show there’s also, we have identified that there are 
these County specific projects that there would be, roughly, between $85,000.00 and $90,000.00 
available on an annual basis for the County to also level.  
 
MCNALLY: I don’t understand why you are so much in disagreement with giving the money directly 
to the towns and the towns can either hand to the chambers or do marketing or whatever they want 
for their specific town. I just don’t understand what the snag is there.  
 
LAWRENCE: I can speak to that. 
 
MCNALLY: Yes, go ahead.  
 
LAWRENCE: I think that there’s two different things. One we’re talking marketing, these are physical 
infrastructure needs within the different regions; whether it’s you know the Westport Fairgrounds, or 
it’s the golf course or it’s the pavilion in Ticonderoga, or it’s the hiking hub in Keene and Keene 
Valley, I mean these are things that directly, physical plan and beyond. If it’s a website that you feel 
that you need than that would be a process that you could go through. And additionally there would 
be that $90,000.00 that this, that the Supervisors could discuss where that money wants to go and 
how it wants to be split up and that would be on an annual basis.  
 
MCNALLY: Well, I’m not going to say anymore. I think if the Town Supervisors of this Board have 
probably a better understanding of what we could do with that money in working with our chambers 
or business associations, we could get something that’s directly going to affect us. I do not have 
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money to advertise in Adirondack Life for my Minerva Day celebration, I don’t have it in this year’s 
budget, I’m not going to have it in next year’s budget, but if I were to get $12,000.00 directly into the 
town coffers, I’m sure that I could do that. That’s all I have to say.  
 
MERRIHEW: Okay, just on your advertisement, note that you do have that opportunity to apply to 
ROOST, right now for the $2,500.00.  
 
MCNALLY: We get the $2,500.00 out of $2 million.  
 
MERRIHEW: Right and North Elba generates most of that, but certainly in your neck of the woods I 
think it is conducive for that organizational agreement with your other towns.  
 
MCNALLY: But, $90,000.00 is not going to affect anything, as far as infrastructure in a 4 town area. 
So, you build a pavilion on Schroon Lake, what’s it going to do for Minerva? Why don’t you give 
Minerva $15,000.00, let’s see what we can do with it or give Newcomb or North Hudson.  
 
MERRIHEW: And you would sit down with those… 
 
MCNALLY: Why do we have to sit down with, my do we have to beg for this money? Noel, why do 
we have to go through a hunger game for every dollar that’s handed out?  
 
MERRIHEW: A hunger game?  
 
MCNALLY: It is, a board is going to get together… 
 
MERRIHEW: Don’t you think a… 
 
MCNALLY: Completely against it. So, you want someone in your zone to make the decision who 
gets the money?  
 
MERRIHEW: Collectively 
 
MCNALLY: You don’t think you can make a better decision of what you’re going to do with your 
money?  
 
MERRIHEW: I think it’s the right position to take.  
 
POLITI: First of all, settle down.  
 
GILLILLAND: I will say, for one thing on this, is this I mean we are already in the Hunger Games, at 
least in the Lake Champlain Region. I do things, Ike does things, Joe does things, sometimes we 
don’t have a coordinated strategy for how, for the benefit of all. That’s the one thing that’s missing. 
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You have the Lake Champlain Region that is gorgeous, it’s beautiful and everything and you know 
the sum of our small efforts, maybe would not be as good, as if we all got together and had a 
coordinated effort. So, you know, Mr. McNally speaks of the Hunger Games, we’re already in that 
situation, we’re already spending money to try and get the tourist dollar. So, I am in favor of at least 
doing this from this type of an approach, somewhat, because there are things regional that can be 
done, that would benefit all. Jim and ROOST have been working very hard on putting together this 
development for the economic exploration center at the fairgrounds and things, which is a regional 
benefit; which is not just for the Town of Westport. So, that’s the only thing that I can say in debating 
with you, Mr. McNally, is I like this approach.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
 
GIORDANO: I had a long conversation with Jim and Mary Jane and we’re the ones looking into a 
pavilion in Ti, as another arts type of pavilion, because it’s needed up here in the North Country. So, 
first off this is just an additional revenue source. It’s another $2 million and it’s broken up, the way I 
understood it, based on the towns that are lumped up in different quadrants or different sectors, 
based on the amount of money that they currently bring in as a whole; right? So, obviously North 
Elba has the largest pool of that, because they have the most offerings in that area, but the 
Champlain Region, the Schroon Region, the High Peaks Region each bring in about a 5% each. So, 
all this really does is bring in an additional revenue source to facilitate the development of new types 
of projects and so in your quadrant you have 4 towns, maybe you wouldn’t get it one year, but 
hopefully in 4 years you would get the opportunity to take $100,000.00 - $90,000.00 and put it 
towards something. Is it going to build a large scale project, probably not, but it’s going to at least get 
that ball started and it’s going to do something that every other competitive process out there 
requires you to do; which is kind of get your ducks in a row in order to be able to move something 
forward. So, I’ve learned this from when Mike, Mike Mascarenas was over at the Community 
Resources about the whole recertification process that you got to go through in order to get our 
water project moving along and you know obviously it’s, Mr. Scozzafava has mentioned on occasion 
about the challenges of having to compete against the same pool source for necessary 
infrastructure projects, but in the competitiveness there’s a certain need to get your project to a point 
to where you can actually make it come to fruition and not just be a pie in the sky kind of idea. 
So, I think the two points that I would say is one; it’s an additional money that we don’t have now and 
two; it’s incumbent upon us as Supervisors and working with those in our communities to try and 
facilitate things that would help to promote our towns, our regions, so that in the future that 85%, 
5%, 5%, 5% breakout might change, and become, more like, 75%, 7%, 7%, 7% or some other 
higher percentage for those areas to continue to grow. 
 
MCNALLY: I understand that this would be open to private businesses that apply for these?  
 
MCKENNA: Public and non-profit is what we have identified.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Not that one to engage in debate (laughter), it took me a lot of years to learn that a 
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regional approach for tourism, I don’t know so much about infrastructure, but for tourism, you know 
to think that way. I think the eye opener was Americaid. I ride a Harley and I know that you have a 
ride in North Elba, we absolutely felt the impact of that in Moriah. Americaid, I think there are very 
few communities, if any that don’t feel the impact of Americaid; which is held in another county, in 
the Town of Lake George. What is good for Ticonderoga is good for Moriah and Crown Point and 
Westport. What’s good for Crown Point is good for Moriah and so on and because to be very frank I 
don’t think anyone of us have the one offering, with the exception of North Elba or Wilmington to be 
a complete designation and also you have to use what’s available and what’s also an designation to 
these other communities. So, I think it’s a good approach, I think it’s a fair approach. No more than 
the 5 towns that was awarded a substantial amount of money for the State of New York, now is that 
going to have any impact on the Town of Moriah? I’m hoping that it does. North Hudson, Frontier 
Town, another good one and I am certain that it will have a substantial impact on my community and 
surrounding communities. So, I think it’s a good program and as Mr. Politi pointed out, first we’ve got 
to get the approval to get the additional revenue, which it has to go through the legislature.  
 
MCNALLY: I had the pleasure at being at one of these organizations in this Region 4, as Mr. 
McKenna calls it now, 20 years ago and the businesses got to together at a meeting, 60 people 
were in that room, 15 minutes into the meeting there was 2 people left in that room, because there 
were 2 people driving everything that were in the biggest town in the room. They’re the ones with the 
businesses and they overtook the conversation and everybody else left.  
 
DELORIA: Briefly, to Steve’s defense, I certainly have a better handling on the marketing in the 
Town of Newcomb that everybody in this room, including ROOST. But, in defense of what Jim and 
ROOST is putting forth, we do have a limitation on the amount of monies that the towns can raise 
through the tax levy for publicity funds and essentially you can’t exceed $50,000.00 without a 
mandatory referendum. So, we’re well underneath that, this type of funding, as long as the 
Supervisors and the town boards, not just say us, but I think you need to provide this Board with 
more information. I know enough about it that I want to see more, but I believe even Steve in this 
decision on how it is going to work for us.  
 
MCNALLY: All I am saying is the Town of Minerva does not have $15,000.00 in the coffers to market 
anything. We have a very… 
 
DELORIA: But, you have the potential to, is all I’m saying.  
 
MCNALLY: We have $5,000.00, $2,500.00 from ROOST and another $2,500.00 that we use to 
promote our events. All I’m saying is if I had another $10,000.00 to directly promote, if that’s in the 
Town of Minerva, I would know where to spend that money and I would get some direct response 
today; which in turn will benefit the surrounding towns.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much. Any other questions or comments?  
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MARNELL: Jim, how does the business community, the ones that are going to tax, now I’ve got a 
couple of people that hate the occupancy tax.  
 
MCKENNA: Yeah, there’s probably… 
 
MARNELL: There’s a reason why we shouldn’t be paying it, charging it.  
 
MCKENNA: Yeah, we talked with the large hotels in North Elba is the ones that we talked with. 
That’s all we talked with. They see the need for the enhancement part and they were totally 
supportive of the effort.  
 
MARNELL: Yeah 
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, certainly the dynamics of the towns in Essex County are quite different and the 
agricultural towns aren’t going to be looking for tourism as their basis, as much as the towns that do 
focus on tourism and recreational activities. Now, that’s not to say that the agricultural towns won’t 
take advance of that, they have, but they can’t take advantage to the degree that you’re going to get 
a payback, whereby in other towns you would. So, there’s some severe differences here that we 
have to measure out.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you 
 
MCNALLY: inaudible 
 
JACKSON: One thing just to clarify, I don’t know if I misheard or you misspoke, was Wilmington in 2 
separate regions?  
 
MCKENNA: No, Whiteface Region 
 
JACKSON: Okay 
 
POLITI: You said, Whiteface and High Peaks.  
 
LAWRENCE: Sorry 
 
JACKSON: That’s okay, I just wanted to clarify that. I mean we’ve got a long time to talk about it. 
This is a long way down the road before we do anything. So, I would like to move that we go forward 
with this, start the process, we’ll discuss it many times on how it’s divided and all that, but we don’t 
have anything to divide right now, so let’s start the process until we do have something to divide.  
 
MERRIHEW: I than would ask a member of the committee.  
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JACKSON: I’m not on the committee, sorry about that.  
MERRIHEW: No problem whatsoever.  
If a member of the committee would care to move.  
 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING HOME RULE LEGISLATION TO AMEND NEW YORK STATE LAW 
§1202-S, INCREASING THE RATE OF HOTEL/MOTEL TAXES IN ESSEX COUNTY FROM 3% 
TO 5% 
Taylor, Harrington 
 
MERRIHEW: On the resolution to adopt or move forward, I should say, are there questions or 
comments on that? Being none, I know everyone remembers how successful this program has been 
over the years, as was just mentioned. When I first began a Supervisor I believe we were funding 
almost a million dollars a year. This has addressed that. The taxpayers of Essex County have been 
well served and I believe this would fulfill that further need also.  
Further discussion, questions on the motion? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? That motion 
carries.  
Thank you very much and further questions?  
Thank you very much James.  
 
GILLILLAND: There are a couple of things before we are done for the day. The first one is, NACo, 
Washington, for going in and talking to the federal legislators, it is the first week of March. So, any 
supervisors that are interested in going, please let me and Judy know, on that trip.  
Reminder that Wednesday we have committee meetings, because next week is Association of 
Towns. Additionally I was asked, when we moved the, at the Regular Board to not move forward 
with the Empire State Trail contract, talking to DOT folks, they wanted me to remind that there was a 
change in the contract in that they had taken out the requirement for striping of the roads.  
 
PALMER: We’re in total relief now.  
 
GILLILLAND: I said that I would let everybody know about that particular issue. I mean, of course, 
you’re right, it doesn’t address the liability issues that we had discussed.  
Mr. Maron and I believe wants, Mr. Chairman, I believed he wanted to address.  
 
MERRIHEW: Yes, we would allow him to have the floor.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Mr. Chairman, has anyone, I know when we had this discussion, have we contacted 
our insurance carrier? Do we know for a fact that this increases our liability? Or exposure? Has 
anybody asked that question?  
 
PALMER: I haven’t specifically.  
 
GILLILLAND: I have not, I will chase that down specifically, but I guess it’s, I was looking at from the 
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point of view of shared liability instead of increased liability.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean we use county highways for other reasons.  
 
GILLILLAND: Right, but… 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We run the Ironman on them, I believe.  
 
MERRIHEW: That’s why we do those and then they keep the liability.  
 
PRESTON: Well I just had a question for Mr. McKenna. Do we have any ROI numbers yet on the 
Children’s Games?  
 
MCKENNA: We do not.  
 
PRESTON: Okay, that’s return on investment. I was just curious.  
 
PALMER: Tom, I just want to address the liability issue. Again, whether we have standard insurance 
coverage with liability is going to occur throughout anything that happens on any county road or any 
county property. The difference, what you’re talking about here, is you’re putting up signs that direct 
people to use a path on a county road that you yourself know may not be entirely safe. That 
changes your liability, not in terms of what you may have to pay for a premium, but rather what you 
may have to pay in the event that there’s an accident or something like that. You’re admitting a 
certain amount of liability when you direct people through a signed area on your property that says, 
this is a path, this is a bike path, take the path and you’ll be okay. Well, if you’re not okay, now you 
have serious liability exposure that you did not have prior to.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Even though right now, I mean we have snowmobile trails on county highways.  
 
PALMER: And again, I think when you start, at least one of things that has always occurred to me is 
that, I think people that come up from the city think that we’re a nice, quiet country life and what they 
don’t pay attention to is the pulp truck running down the road at 70 mph and you might have your 10 
year old riding right beside it, now you’ve got an issue.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The question we should be asking, if I may, Mr. Chairman is when you look at the 
Empire State Trail and I asked this when I had a conversation with Chris, the real question is why is 
the State of New York getting off on 9N and 22 and going across our highways, what’s their reason? 
And the first thing Chris said to me was, it’s probably safer. So, that’s not the right answer. So, I 
mean that’s a question that needs to be asked of the State. Why are you leaving, you can go along 
the Westport Flats, when you’re going right along Lake Champlain, yet they’re cutting across 
Stevenson Road, I mean it doesn’t make sense if you’re looking for a trail that’s supposed to 
combine this nature beauty and so on.  
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MERRIHEW: Yes, so at this time I would ask or invite Chris, Chris Maron from CATS to come up 
here and apparently speak briefly to this issue, the liability issue.  
 
MIRON: Actually, I’ve got a longer statement I plan on reading.  
My name is Chris Maron and I’m Executive Director for Champlain Area Trails and we make trails for 
hiking and skiing and snowshoeing that link our communities, connect people with nature and 
promote economic vitality. We have an interest in the Empire State Trail, because we see this as 
another and important way to help promote economic vitality in our area. So, thank you for listening 
to a statement I would like to make and I appreciate your support for the trail, every Supervisor I 
talked to said that they really like to idea of the trail, but they have some issues with parts of it.  
So, first let’s look at the Empire State Trail as a whole. It goes from New York City to Albany, from 
Albany it splits and one part goes along the Erie Canal over to Buffalo and because of the towpath 
that goes along the Erie Canal, that’s for multi-use, walking, running, biking, even horse riding and 
snowmobiles, so it’s a multi-use trail. The other section comes up along the Champlain Canal, up to 
Whitehall and then through the Champlain Valley. It’s a bike ride, it would be great if it was multi-
use, but we don’t really have the walking portion or towpaths established, so again, it’s mostly a bike 
route and it follows a bike route that’s called New York State Route 9; which goes on Route 22 
through Essex County, thus through Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Port Henry, Westport, Essex, 
Willsboro and Keeseville. So, as such had been planned, the Empire State Trail had been planned 
to be on State roads for its entire length. Now is going in State roads the most scenic and relaxing 
route? Is that the route that’s going to encourage people to come up here and bike on it? I don’t 
think so. I think going on local roads is probably better. I think if you’re going to ride bikes, wouldn’t 
you go on some of your local roads or go on Route 22 with cars and trucks speeding by?  
So, let’s look at the goal of the Empire State Trial. The goal is economic development through the 
places where it goes, through Essex County and the Champlain Valley. What’s going to make that 
happen? What will make that happen is people will enjoy coming up here and riding and going 
through the beautiful scenery and visiting our towns. Now as I said the route had originally been 
planned to just go on State roads, but as you recall in a resolution that passed in the County on 
June 5, 2018 you asked the State to consider going on local roads, because they offered more 
relaxing and scenic ride, to do this is would entail the County to maintain the route; which had be 
assumed just to be replacing any signs that could be damaged, but then it was found out that there 
needed to be road striping and that was a complication, but as Shaun just said, that’s been taken 
out, so now it’s just signs. So, the State, I guess listened to your resolution and adopted most of the 
recommendations, that the Route would go on Stevenson Road for the final 5 miles going north from 
Port Henry into Westport and then going out of Westport would go on Lake Shore Road instead of 
Route 22 up to Essex and then going north from Willsboro it would go up on Route 22 to Highlands 
Road and follow Highlands Road into Keeseville and then out of Keeseville it follows some local 
roads going to Port Kent and up into Clinton County. Now, these alternative routes appear to be held 
up, because of your concerns about liability and maintenance, another issue, obviously is safety and 
the dangerous areas are the areas along the narrow roads, south of Port Henry and south of Crown 
Point and north of Willsboro, but these narrow areas are on State roads, they’re not on the County 
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roads. So, looking at the issues that seem to be at hand, one is money, another one is safety, 
another one is maintenance and another one liability. So, you take the money; okay there’s $200 
million that was allocated for the Empire State Trail and I am sad to say that almost all of that goes 
towards the route going over, between New York City to Albany and over to Buffalo and I think part 
of that is because that’s a multi-use trail and they made a lot of progress with it and there’s a good 
opportunity that they can complete it, so people can walk, ride bikes, ride horses along that part of 
the trail. So, unfortunately we do get sort of a pittance, but at least we have a trail. We could have 
been left out. we could have been like other places and not gotten any economic benefits from the 
Empire State Trail, so we wouldn’t have any publicity, we wouldn’t have any maps, we wouldn’t have 
any biking visitors, and that’s the case for the Finger Lakes Area, for the Southern Tier, for St. 
Lawrence County, they are part of the Empire State Trail, they aren’t going to benefit, but it’s coming 
through Essex County and the Champlain Valley, so we have the opportunity to get those benefits.  
So, with Essex County we’re in a better place, because of the trail for future funding to fix the 
problems that people are sighting. So, I’d say let’s see this as a benefit and as the beginning of 
something that can be improved.  
So, now the route; okay? So, obviously, the Rock Cuts are dangerous and so is the area going north 
of Willsboro and hopefully these conditions can be improved in future years, but that’s the 
alternative? No trail, no economic benefits. So, yes it’s noted that these areas are dangerous, but 
they are a State roads and the liability is the State’s, it’s not ours, plus some of the liability or some 
of those dangerous areas could be addressed with proper signage, maybe even lowering the speed 
limit and I guess one thing, too, is the Empire State Trail is going to happen. I mean it’s going to 
happen, so it’s not like you’re going to say, okay, we’re not going to participate, because it’s going to 
happen. 
So, how can we have it benefit the County to the best way possible? And that is to have parts of it 
go on the local roads. The local roads are more relaxing, they provide for a more enjoyable ride and 
where people can probably identify the local roads as their favorite parts of the trail. So, again, after 
riding north from Port Henry, they just went through the Rock Cuts, scary as can be, but they got 
through Port Henry and now they’re coming up and then are they going to keep on going on Route 
22 into Westport with cars speeding by or go on Stevenson’s Road? Stevenson’s Road you can go 
by, there’s hardly any traffic, you look out over fields, you see the mountains, you see the lake, it’s 
beautiful and then you come into Westport and you go north, you could go on Route 22 again, but 
again you go on the recommendations go on Lake Shore Road. So, it goes through forests, you get 
to a certain place, you can look at the fields across at the High Peaks and then for the final 4 miles 
you go right next to Lake Champlain. Going north out of Willsboro, it’s narrow on Route 22, but 
instead of going all the way up to Keeseville on Route 22, right next to I-87, you go on Highlands 
Road and I am sure that most of you have been on that road, it’s on a bluff overlooking the lake and 
it’s just fabulously beautiful. So, the result of going on these local roads is that people will have an 
enjoyable, more relaxing rides with great views. When they go home they’ll tell their friends about 
the Empire State Trail and had these wonderful opportunities to ride on local roads and that was the 
best part of the road, of the ride and that’s good for local businesses in our towns. Will the local road 
require more maintenance? Well barely. It’s been sighted that there’s some thick design manual for 
the Empire State Trail and I had an opportunity to look at it and most of it pertains to the multi-use 
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trails and what kind of kiosks you have at the beginning areas, what kind of lanes for both bikers and 
walkers and so forth and for up here again, it’s just trail signs. You don’t have to paint anything, it’s 
trail signs and we already have a Bicycle Route 9 and here’s the signs, if you want to pass that 
around, that are on some of our roads right now. I think I took that up in Willsboro.  
So, then we get to the liability. So, the areas that are most concern are on State Roads, so that’s not 
a County liability, For the County roads, the highway department already does a pretty good job of 
maintaining them. People ride their bikes now. So, there may be a couple thousand more people 
riding on those roads. Okay, so there is a chance someone may have a problem, but if I understand 
right, there’s the Prior Notice Law that says there needs to be, yes, prior notice that there is a 
problem and then the County can, hopefully, go out and fix that and plus there is insurance to cover, 
if there’s any problems. So, if liability is a problem, what’s the alternative? To not have people use 
our local roads, to have them ride entirely on the State roads. To provide for a less enjoyable biking 
experience through the Champlain Valley and so people will likely not return, they wouldn’t tell their 
friends about their peaceful rides on local roads, by farms, through forests, right next to and on 
bluffs overlooking Lake Champlain, all with gorgeous views, where they don’t have to watch out for 
cars and trucks speeding by at 65 mph. I know the speed limit is 55, but we all do a little bit faster, 
oftentimes.  
So, let’s think about the goals again, the goals of the Empire State Trail is to attract visitors and to 
promote economic vitality. Having people enjoy Essex County on our local roads advances that 
goal. Keeping people entirely on the State roads does not and the fear of liability is a major concern. 
Yes, it would be great if the State provided a waiver or indemnified the County, because it’s inviting 
people to ride here, but it’s not going to happen. I mean the main reason is likely that if the State 
was going assume liability for maintaining county roads, they don’t have any control over those, so 
they’re assuming liability for something that they can’t control.  
So, I’m sorry, this might sound harsh, but think about it, if liability is the main concern, is an 
argument to do nothing. At Champlain Area Trails we build trails mostly on private property where 
landowners give us the okay to make a trail. We have liability insurance and we say that we’ll cover 
them. We also make the trail and so if liability was a major concern we would stop making trails. For 
the County someone might propose doing something on county property like a farmer’s market at 
the fairgrounds, it’s going to attract a lot of people, as the Adirondack Harvest does, attracted 1,500 
to 2,000 people. If you have this fear of liability, it’s best to just say no, you don’t want to do that. 
Don’t bring people here, because they might sue us. Taking it to the extreme, might just as well 
close everything down.  
So, in the case of the Empire State Trail the choice is whether you want to have people enjoy riding 
through Essex County, because our local roads provide memorable experiences and promote 
economic vitality or because of liability concerns, keep the people on the busier roads and reduce 
the economic benefits of the trail.  
So, if you look at the Empire State Trail you see that Essex County is fortunate to be included in it 
and this is a beginning and with future improvements we can address some of the problem areas. 
Please know that people want a local experience. They want to go on less traveled roads, more 
relaxing roads where they can enjoy the views and the experience of the life that we get to live of up 
here and please see that as something that will benefit our economy for many years to come. Thus 
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choosing to have the trail go on County roads is the route that will provide a positive future and this 
should outweigh the potential of minimum maintenance of some road signs and the fear of 
associated with liability concerns.  
So, with all due respect, please choose to invite people to enjoy our area, to enjoy riding bikes on 
our local roads and thus help our local economy.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Chris, we appreciate your input and now I’ll entertain questions or 
comments.  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, all of your comments reminded me of a line from Robert Frost, The Road Not 
Taken, that being two roads that converge and I took the road less traveled by, but I want to go back 
to the Rock Cuts and to the whole, the picture of the total trails. Again and again there are many, 
many, many places where all you’ve got to do is put up a sign and you’re good to go, everyone is 
satisfied, but that’s not so when you go through the Rock Cuts. You are compromised, again and 
again. Now, here’s what you have to do; which is what I accidently had happen to me this morning, I 
went through the Rock Cuts following a tractor trailer and I’m telling you that there’s not that much 
room between the trailer and the guardrails. How can you advocate having a bike trail there? You 
can gloss it all over all you want, but something has to be done in regards to that. We have 
engineers and architects that can do some of the most fantastic things that the world has ever seen, 
but when it comes to making a road safe nobody wants to listen. So, no matter how much to 
advocate for this, until this Rock Cut situation is dealt with you’re going to get your ears burnt.  
 
JACKSON: You glossed right over the public safety part and that to me is the biggest concern of all. 
Not just the Rock Cuts and I’ve been almost hit there myself, I was almost a statistic, but you’re 
familiar with the road between Whallons Bay and Essex? You come through, pass the Charter Club, 
go up that hill and the lake is right there, you’ve got a fence, look over that fence and there’s 
nothing. The road goes up to that, on the other side of that road you’ve got a ditch about this wide 
and a cliff going up, you’re going up the hill and there’s a turn, you can’t see, people can’t see you 
until they’re there. That to me is a major safety concern. While I don’t think 22 is ideal, they need, 
our problem with the State was that they didn’t want to listen to us. They didn’t want to work with us. 
This is what we’re offering, have a nice day. You can put up signs that this is an extremely 
dangerous spot, you could have all kinds of different possibilities. They we’re interested in talking 
about anything to improve that situation for the Rock Cuts. So, this is, you know they throw this out 
here, they need to come back and talk to us and work on some of these problem areas and then I 
think it will be resolved and they’ll have their trail. I’ve seen people hit right there, fortunately not 
killed, there’s been car accidents right there, as well, in that one spot in Essex, that concerns me 
greatly. I don’t care about the liability, we have insurance. I just worry about the public safety and 
people getting injured there. Yes, they can get injured on the State route, too, but at least on Route 
22, most places, other than the Rock Cuts, you at least can see the bikers up ahead. When you go 
down the Lake Shore Road, you come around that curve and there’s a family of 5 and a car right 
behind them waiting for them to move on, there’s not room for 2 cars and the bikes, there just isn’t 
room and I think this area, there is a way you can address it, if they chose to, it’s just so far they 



Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee 
Monday, February 11, 2019  17 
 
have not been interested in addressed anything. I’m sorry, but I’m not going to change my vote until 
they do address some of these areas and it’s the safety that concerns me, not the liability or 
anything else.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, Mr. Jackson.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The Rock Cuts, again, Mr. Harrington’s correct, we’ve got, it’s so narrow, you’ve got 
so many blind spots, but that’s at one point on that trail, I remember seeing, in fact they sent the 
Town Board a letter, they had planned to go over White Church Road and then they were coming 
over Edgemont Road in the Town of Moriah to bypass that whole section, why they changed their 
minds, I have no idea, but originally that was the plan to keep the bikes out of the Rock Cuts.  
The State of New York in regards to DOT that their road maintenance in the Adirondacks, especially 
in this County is horrible, to say the least. There’s roads that you can’t even ride a motorcycle on, 
because they’re a bombshell, 9N over in Schroon, our County Manager blew a tire ride out on a 
State highway hitting a pothole that you would lose your car in. We’ve asked them repeatedly to 
pave that whole section of the Rock Cuts, right from Crown Point, right up through. They put a quick 
paint down on it and that’s about it. So, I mean their track record for maintaining roads up here, in 
this county, is horrible to say the least. The Cascades, another bombshell, when you drive up 
through there. So, you know when you ask us to take DOT at their word, it’s very difficult to do, 
because they make a lot of promises, but nothing ever comes of it.  
The liability as Mr. Jackson pointed out, you know we’re insured, you’re right Ron. I do agree with 
Mr. Palmer, we went into this situation in my own community, when you have campgrounds, you 
have playground equipment and you have what becomes an attraction, so now you have, so you do 
have an increase in your liability, if you put up a swing set, if you become an attractive nuisance or 
whatever they call it, the legal term. So, absolutely our liability will increase. I don’t know how Prior 
Notice Laws work when you designate a trail for, you know the bicycling and god forbid an accident 
does happen.  
And DOT, they came up here and made one presentation and wanted a resolution, boom, that was 
that and they really have not sat down and discussed this with anyone and I think that’s what’s 
lacking is communication throughout this entire process.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Scozzafava.  
 
MONTY: I echo, part of my statement was going to be the same sentiments that Tom had pertaining 
to conditions of the road. All you need to do is look around Essex County and see the conditions of 
our State roads and it’s just deplorable and we had an accident here a couple of months ago in the 
Town of Lewis that could have been, thank god, wasn’t, a fatality, due to excessive speed. I’m still 
the only 1 of 18 communities in the hamlet that has a speed limit of 45 with a daycare center, a 
playground, some intersections that are hard to see, for 22 years we’ve been addressing this with 
the State and they say, yup, you’re right, we’re not going to change it though. So, that being said, it’s 
hard to take the State on their word, but looking around this room, there’s not a supervisor in this 
room that doesn’t want to do things to increase the tourism value of our communities. Everyone 
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wants to bring tourists to our communities to see the area, because frankly we do live in a beautiful 
area with a lot to offer, but common sense has to prevail and until the State steps up and does what 
they say what they’re really going to do, I can’t vote for it.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Mr. Monty 
 
MCNALLY: Yeah, there’s issues with this route and this planned trail. I’m concerned, possibly, about 
blowing this program right out of the water, if there’s too much resistance to it. I think maybe the 
better avenue to peruse is coming up with a better option and presenting it, for those that are in the 
no, which way would be the best. But, I can also see with budget shortfalls the Governor walking 
away from this program, also. So, I think maybe, we could come up with some alternate routes and 
maybe promote that.  
 
MERRIHEW: Okay, thank you 
 
HARRINGTON: Addressing the Rock Cuts, again, I have a very strong suspicion that when DOT 
officials come up here they take the Thruway and then take their left and they head towards 
Elizabethtown and then when they go back to Albany they take the same route. So, I would strongly 
suggest that they bring a bike along with them and take a little trip through the Rock Cuts and while 
they’re at it, maybe, perhaps they better bring an extra pair underwear, they’re probably going to 
need them.  
 
MERRIHEW: Good observation.  
 
DELORIA: Yes, I’d like to solidify what I believe the 18 Supervisors are looking at and I’m going to 
do that by asking Dan Palmer, if he remembers the Steven Badney on 28N who was, back in the 
early ‘70s was attending a Little League game an ¼ mile from his house and he never made it?  
 
PALMER: Yup 
 
DELORIA: And we’re talking 28N and he lost his battle with a pulp truck. So, I don’t know anybody 
that can sit here and listen to Charlie and know that the narrowness of that road does not permit, to 
know the road you wouldn’t even be asking for the use of it and clearly you don’t know that road. I 
mean I sat on the guardrail waiting for it to rain to wash the blood off the street, because my friend 
never made it a Little League game. So, you know to side with people that know the area, I think 
that’s what it’s about. I think the State of New York, just like anything, they want to fast track and 
push this program through, when you’ve got Essex County, we might be Adirondacks, but we know 
our area and we’re concerned. So, I think it’s back to the drawing board.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Robin for the insight.  
 
MARNELL: Yeah, if course at this point they do make plans for, it sounds like a great thing and it’s 
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going to bring a lot of the people up here. Now, we’re next door to Warren County, and Warren 
County has bike trails; which they built and they are bicycle trails, pedestrian trails and they’ve talked 
of extending them up Warrensburg and they would be the same thing, they’re off the highway, but 
they cost a lot of money to do. In hindsight, I would rather see a few million dollars spent on a short 
distance at a time where you had a bike trail that you could safety ride on and well if you rode from 
Lake George or from South Glens Falls to Warrensburg or Pottersville, it’s a 25-30 trip, but I think 
about coming to that, even if you run it that way, it still has these crooked roads without shoulders, 
county roads and these terrific rainstorms, 2-3 times where you get gully wash and the shoulders 
deteriorate and a brand new road, the Blue Ridge Road, brand new, brand new shoulder and big 
gully washouts through there and go through there a couple of days after a storm and brand new, 
just put in, it’s gone. So, there are going to be issues, but there are some places I don’t even like to 
ride a motorcycle on, let alone a bicycle on them.  
 
TYLER: Yeah, I’d just like to bring up, you know if Crown Point and Moriah wanted to put a bike path 
through there what would the State stay to them? You’re crazy 
And number two, I think we should, they’re going to move ahead anyways. I think we should put our 
concerns down, where we have the concerns and if issues arise later on, we’ll say, we told you so 
and move on with that, because we all know that nothing’s going to change. We can sit here and 
talk about this until, you know it starts snowing tomorrow night. But, I think we should move ahead, 
put down our concerns, then if something happens we say, well, we told you so.  
 
MONTROY: I know that you’re advocating for the trail and you’re not from the State, but have you 
been through the Rock Cuts yourself?  
 
MARON: Oh yeah, I live in Westport. I just drove through there yesterday and came back from the 
Burlington. I know the Rock Cuts well, believe me, I’ve driven through there many times, just driven 
and sort of held on to the steering wheel pretty tight, because it’s sort of wet conditions or icy. So, 
believe me, I know the Rock Cuts well.  
 
MONTROY: Have you ridden your bike through there?  
 
MARON: Have I? No, I haven’t, I probably would, but, again, I would be sort of scared.  
 
MONTROY: And bring your family?  
 
MARON: Would I? Probably not.  
 
MONTROY: You mentioned about possibly having the State reduce the speed limit there. How 
would you get that done? Because there’s several communities in our County that have asked the 
State to reduce speed limits in their towns.  
 
MARON: Well, again that can be part of this process is to say that, again the Board of Supervisors 
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approves the idea of the Empire State Trail and before granting any use on County roads that you 
see these issues that really need to be addressed and I think Ike had a good idea and you know and 
say that this needs to be signed properly and maybe the other idea of proceeding section by section, 
rather than putting the whole thing in is another good idea and again, it’s something that’s going to 
happen and the question is, is it all going to be on State roads or is there going to be an opportunity 
for more enjoyable roads and it’s sort of interesting, too. When they first came out with the plan, I 
talked with somebody in the State and said you know some of these local roads might be better and 
the person said, well, we’re not going to really talk to the local officials, because they’re going to say 
no, so it’s not even worth our time and so in a way, it sort of this, you know, somebody needs to talk 
to somebody and in a way, that’s sort of why I stepped in a little bit, because I just went well, let’s 
see if we can try to make this as beneficial as it can be and believe me like I understand the thing 
about the Rock Cuts, I mean it’s really scary and the idea of going on White Church Road and the 
alternative, obviously isn’t a really good one. The downside is, there some really steep parts, so on 
the one hand, you wonder how much a family is going to go up those steep hills coming out of Port 
Henry or going up and down, but on the other hand, I think it’s a good thing for our area and let’s 
see how we can make it as beneficial as it can, because it is going to happen and so let’s see what 
all you Supervisors might recommend.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Chris.  
I think it’s been a worthwhile opportunity for all of these Supervisors to give at least your positions, 
again, on where we are and appreciate that also.  
 
MARON: Great, thanks.  
 
MERRIHEW: Any further business to come before Economic Development?  
 
GILLILLAND: On the DC trip, I would like to schedule a Legislative Committee meeting, possibly, 
after Ways and Means to, for issues to take.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you 
 
LAWRENCE: I would like to point something out in the paper that we distributed, I apologize that 
there’s an error. So, the High Peaks Region, I did read Wilmington twice, because it was written 
twice, so I apologize. The High Peaks Region is Keene, not Wilmington and Chesterfield, not 
Chestertown. I apologize. I can redistribute it.  
 
MERRIHEW: As noted, thank you very much for the correction.  
 
HARRINGTON: On economic development, do you know if the slaughterhouse was successfully 
sold?  
 
MERRIHEW: I would defer that to my County Manager.  
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PALMER: I did not read that. I don’t know if it was in there.  
 
MONTY: I can answer that Dan. Yes, it was. Glens Falls National Bank purchased it for $350,000.00 
- $360,000.00.  
 
POLITI: They bid it in.  
 
MONTY: Bid it in, yeah.  
 
POLITI: I don’t think we moved a resolution, do we want to move forward.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, we did.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you though, just in case. It is very important.  
 
PALMER: Mr. Jackson moved it and then someone else moved it after that.  
 
MERRIHEW: Perfect, is there any further business to come before this committee today?  
Being none, thank you, we stand adjourned.  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 12:02 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


