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Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Michael Marnell, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 10:30 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, Michael Marnell, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Thomas Scozzafava, Ike Tyler, and Joe Pete Wilson. Robin 
DeLoria, Jim Monty, and Davina Winemiller had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Anna Reynolds. Dan Manning was absent. Daniel Palmer had been 
previously excused. 
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey, and Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present: Muhammad Ahmad, Sean Connin - Cornell Cooperative Extension, Carol Calabrese 
and Aurora McCaffrey. Jim McKenna had been previously excused.  
 
 
MERRIHEW: It is 10:30, so we will call this Economic Committee to order, first of all I would like to 
offer the floor to our Chairman, Mr. Gillilland.  
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you, so before you here is Muhammad Ahmad who, and I ask him through Mr. 
Merrihew to come and give a presentation on his side of the project on the whole, the relevant vision 
for the Frontier Town area. I will say that Mo is the one guys who has put his own skin in the game, 
as it were, hasn’t come asking the State for money to get started. He has a vision. He has, he wants 
to move forward. I walked the property with him on Friday, he’s presented and made a presentation 
to the DEC and the Empire State Development Corp. So, I will say that Mo’s the kind of 
entrepreneur that we’ve been looking for in this county and I hope everybody will listen to his 
presentation, intently.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Shaun for that introduction. So, without further ado we will introduce 
Muhammad.  
 
AHMAD: Thank you sir.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you.  
 
AHMAD: Thank you Shaun for the nice words and I really appreciate it. Thank you for giving me this 
opportunity to share my ideas. I am here today to just present my ideas, if I stutter and can’t find the 
words, please bear with me, this is my second time presenting something.  
I think with all the Frontier Town history, I think it’s very important to know, a lot of folks don’t know, 
everybody in the room must know, but to start off, just a little dedication, a little song for Frontier 
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Town, what it was. So, allow me please, just a couple of minutes to see where we were and then I 
will open up some of my ideas and later I will take questions. Just for how it was, please enjoy. As 
you see it has a long history, rich history to it. So, the State and the County and the Town and myself 
are trying to work together and make it a great, come up with some kind of a business plan. I have 
come up with my own business plan that I would like to share with you guys.  
So, my plan is actually not only just a start, you’re going to have a shop, there will be a shopping 
place for outdoor gear, supplies and will have general store, camping supplies, equestrian supplies 
and will have food from Subway, we have sandwiches, possible and also we have a commercial 
kitchen and also I presumed that we will have some kind of an outdoor activities. There will be a 
Frontier Town Museum we have in the inside of the building and also have bike, kayak rentals, we’ll 
have event center at the bigger building of the A-frame. We plan to invite vendors, local vendors, 
food and craft vendors, so they have a platform they can show and sell their products and they’ll 
have been marketing place for everybody, local farmers and local crops.  
And then we move on to location. As you know I don’t think there’s a better location than that for this 
kind of business and that particular area. So, together we can make it as a good designation, so 
people can come and not only come to campground, but whenever they come they can nice 
experience, they leave with memories and they leave with the good experience of what we have, 
what we have to offer and I believe that particular parcel has potential to hold a lot of events.  
And in additional to that we going to have a beautiful unique theme inside the store. We going to 
include local artisans who use local timber to keep it low in carbon footprints and we’ll definitely have 
a unique shelving as well and we’ll see just don’t every kind of store, it will be unique, we’ll give a 
theme to it, rustic theme and this is my little flow plan with everything I assume should go. Again, 
we’ll have a Subway inside, we’ll have a check in, check out area and then we’ll have shelving.  
This is where I think we’ll have a tourism kiosk were people can come and ask directions or they can 
be ready to go and we can take a big screen that display other business, as well, not only our 
businesses, but other attractions in surrounding areas and also supplies. We will have a well-
educated person who can educate them what’s out there, especially wintertime, what the condition 
of the trails and which and plan to hook up with the DEC website, so we will have a screen that will 
show the conditions of the trails. And again in the plan I have a local crafts that will be local gifts and 
beautiful baskets will present it and local, perhaps in our store will be in big baskets that will be, and 
not only that, but plus food from local farmers to, directly to the store.  
And that’s what I was talking about the event center that we have enough room to host events and 
it’s beautiful inside. It’s a good sound building, it needs some makeup and I can do it with the help.  
We already have invested in Frontier Town artifacts, I purchased the mural, I have the signs that I 
intend to display in the Frontier Town, in that building.  
And this is a map of the parcel that I own and it connects to the Town and County properties, plus 
other private investment and also DEC access. We are able to connect it with all, the whole project 
that they have already in existent that I can work to connect it easier. And I plan on using the wood 
carved animal trails signs. The existing railroad trail tracks, we can use those as a walking trail, 
horseback riding trails or bicycle trails. And we will also a have trackless train that will take visitors to 
other DEC campground or the old Frontier Town buildings, if we are able to save them and the 
brewery and have a tour, just a ½ hour of the old Frontier Town.  
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And there’s so many possibilities that can be done, I believe. We are right on the river and we have 
a tremendous opportunity for kayaking, rafting and snowmobiling, right down the road, plus also 
horseback riding that will be on other existing trails and we will use those trails, we have enough 
room to try horseback riding, not only there, but in other towns as well.  
A lot of things can happen, right there at the Frontier Town, that’s at the future, and these are teams 
that I plan to work with and I am working with DEC, Empire State Development and Five Towns and 
that’s all I have right now. If you any questions, I am happy to answer.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Mohammad, that’s a very exciting proposal. It definitely is, 
you’ve done a lot of work in preparation for that.  
  
AHMAD: Thank you so much. Stephanie, thank you. Shaun, thank you, thank you everybody. Thank 
you for giving me this opportunity. I am not a good speaker, but I think you, I was able to share to my 
ideas, if you have any questions, I can directly email you back. That would probably be better for me 
to answer the questions.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, you stay right there, we may have a couple of questions with that.  
 
AHMAD: Sure 
 
GILLILLAND: Yes, when I went with Mo on Friday we walked into the A-frame and you know the A-
frame looks like it is in dilapidated condition from the outside, but structurally it’s in very good 
condition. So, Mo is not taking on any white elephant here, I mean he’s thinking refurbish that and 
have events and retail center and activities and stuff it’s very much in reach.  
 
AHMAD: Thank you Shaun. Anybody has any questions?  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments?  
 
DEZALIA: I would like to add we’ve, the Town has been involved with other groups that have 
proposals and DEC, we’ve been really been studying his lot, the lots very closely I believe that 
there’s going to be a lot of support for Mo coming in the future, I hope for his project. So, it would be 
great if the rest of the Board also supported Mo and his ideas.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much. I am sure that most of the supervisors here  have the same 
experience, I do, I just have such vivid memories of going to Frontier Town as a child, all my kids 
and things like that, so it’s just something that I think it will be a popular attraction. It will be.  
Further questions or comments?  
 
MARNELL: Yeah, just it would help Schroon Lake, because once you get them off that interstate 
they do meander down the side roads, but getting them to stop, you got to pull in and they’ll help 
both areas.  
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AHMAD: Yeah, definitely, exit 28 or 29.  
And also thank you again for your time and I will need support of the Town, County and I think, if it is 
possible it is very important for the gateway of structural and it will be really good, I need your 
support to make this entrance to make it very good, attractive.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, we appreciate your presentation. Thanks, again.  
 
 

**************************** 
 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Industrial Development Agency (IDA), with Carol 
Calabrese reporting as follows:  
 
CALABRESE: Good morning, we’ve submitted a monthly report. I have no new updates, but if you 
have any questions or concerns?  
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments for Carol? Going twice, being none thank you very much, it’s 
your lucky day.  
 
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
 
REYNOLDS: Good morning, there are no 239Ms today.  
Very important workshop we are offering here on September 10th, 3:30 to 7:30, there’s 3 different 
courses, the sign-up sheet is in your packets on zoning and planning. Your code enforcement 
officers can get credit. Speaking about white elephants in the room, that is one of the topics that will 
be discussed and how as a community you can address those issues based on planning and zoning 
codes. So, I highly encourage everyone to attend that training.  
And then my other agenda item is the immerging issues with water and sewer infrastructure and of 
course that’s really segmenting into the task force, some of the issues listed here that we are aware 
of.  
And that’s it for today.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Anna, I know you’re busy.  
Questions or comments for Ms. Reynolds?  
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HARRINGTON: I have a question, in regards to our wastewater projects, we have plans for our 
wastewater system that are, is not going to able to accommodate the new demands made by DEC. 
we have invested around $500,000.00 to date and all for not. I’m wondering just where do we go 
from here and who is going to be responsible for that $500,000.00 investment as a result of us 
feeling that the plans that we had were going to be adequate, but now that the DEC has projections 
for new regulations our projected wastewater system will not be able to accommodate things and so 
we’ve had to go back to the drawing board and start all over again. I have a problem with that, as 
much as, questions provided to our engineers and that they were not given head’s up in regards to 
these new projected regulations, so they were not planning for that type of a plan. So, here we are 
knowing that we’ve gotten nowhere in the past two years except that we have just literally flushed 
$500,000.00 down the toilet, so where do we go from here? And how do we make amends with the 
moneys that we’ve invested so far? Where’s the responsibilities there?  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you for bringing that up, because I remember Ms. Winemiller initiated that 
comment last week or something like that and I know that there’s 4, no fewer than 4 municipalities 
who are affected by that new regulation that they say now you have to meet that requirement. Maybe 
Anna has some insight for us? 
 
REYNOLDS: I don’t really have an answer for that, because there’s, because it’s so new there’s no 
funding available for that regulation, but I think this is probably an item that the task force might need 
to address in terms of meeting with our assembly people and senators and trying to develop a 
funding mechanism to help meet those increased requirements that you can’t address.  
 
MERRIHEW: No, it is very important, the Town of Elizabethtown we experienced this 7 or 8 months 
ago, we have a complete and accepted design, all the permitting in place. The DEC came back and 
said, we’ve now identified technology; those are invasive plants, you need to change everything. To 
the point now that there’s certainly not enough money for the Town of Elizabethtown to proceed 
even in a half project. DEC is not receptive at all to any consideration of maybe a substitution of 
things like that, just black and white. So, I think we’ve all got some major issues here, unless there’s 
money coming. The only thing I can say is I’m going to pull out of my deal.  
 
WILSON: Well, I want to put a little sales pitch for the water and sewer committee that I am on with 
Davina and say one of the things, I think, that we want to do is have control is how we work together 
and if we’re going to start getting ahead of some of this, you know the regulations, you know what 
we’re facing now is phosphorus and ammonia, but in 2 years it’s going to be another thing and in 2 
years it’s going to be something else and we’re always going to be playing catch up, right now, 
because we don’t have anyone who can stay abreast of this, stay on top of it, make 
recommendations to the towns about what they need to do and then pool the resources to, you 
know all of us pooling our resources to have someone like that, but then to share equipment, 
personnel, staff, so we can run our plants. That’s the one thing we do have control over and I think if 
we start arming ourselves with better technical knowledge it’s only going to help us when it comes to 
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lobbying for funding and trying to, you know, find money that’s out. So, that’s just my sales pitch for, 
we’re going to have to find ways to really all work together on these issues instead of every town 
doing it themselves. We just can’t afford it anymore.  
 
MERRIHEW: No, I believe that is the proper game plan.  
 
GILLILLAND: Then I talked to Mrs. Winemiller and Joe Pete, I know that Davina is working on trying 
to collect data on the situations considering like phosphorus and others; Elizabethtown’s situation 
and she’s going to compile all this together and I think at that point we will, should take those data 
and go down and talk to DEC, that this is what you’ve done us, what’s your game plan ahead. You 
can’t just throw this on the towns and say this is the latest thing that we’ve thought up, now do it. If 
they’re responsive and can work with us, then fine, if not then we can take that and do a resolution 
and go to the legislature. So, that’s kind of what, our initial game plan is. So, if you are contacted by 
the committee about antidotal evidence concerning the DEC and changes in regulations and you 
know antiquating plants to two years of construction and stuff then get a tour so we can have this 
and we can take it to DEC.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you Shaun. I think that is the right strategy. It has to be a countywide one.  
 
MARNELL: It just seems strange that DEC can pull these things out of the hat. I mean I would think 
that would have planning or the engineering firms that they, a couple of them are using the same 
firm, are they doing all their homework? I mean they should be checking what’s coming up. I mean 
they can design these no issues from week to the next and the firms are following up with DEC and 
being informed and kept informed of future restrictions?  
 
MERRIHEW: That would be hopefully information… 
 
WILSON: Well, Mr. Marnell’s making an example of what I am talking about. There’s actually a 
public comment period on all this stuff, but I know my operator doesn’t have the expertise to make 
the technical comments, you know he’s not aware of it in more cases, because he’s busy just trying 
to keep things running.  
 
MARNELL: I am talking about the engineering firms, themselves. I mean Crown Point’s just starting 
and they’ve already got restrictions.  
 
WILSON: But, I guess I’m going back to the regulations. You know there’s a whole process that they 
go through before they finish with them, but because we’re so small, these little towns, we’re not 
keeping up, we can’t up and it’s the public comments, you know be part of the planning process, so 
we’re, you know, we’ve finding out about that after our plant is already designed.  
 
MARNELL: But, we, I am saying that the firms we hired are they doing their homework. I mean is 
that a common cause all across New York State or is it what?  
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MERRIHEW: I think it’s an after the fact that the engineering firms are aware of the specifications, 
but they do not get a heads up of when they’re going to change those specifications.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I know in my experience we had a whole new plant before the old plant was paid 
for, back in 2007 or 08. But, the Town of Crown Point, they laid half of million dollars out of district 
money, there was no EFC financing at all?  
 
REYNOLDS: No, there is. The EFC is financing it.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It is.  
 
REYNOLDS: But, you know how you have to submit it, it’s a loan, so currently the EFC is financing 
over $600,000.00 that is null and void.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, that the Town is already committed to?  
 
REYNOLDS: Correct 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, DEC originally, before that money can be loaned. I mean the experience that 
I’ve ever had, the DEC has to approve the plans, in other words you can’t just go borrow money. So, 
this money is all awarded for just design?  
 
REYNOLDS: Correct, it’s preliminary, so we have to purchase property, go through the 
environmental process, preliminary engineering reports, it all adds up and all of a sudden, that was 
based on seasonal disinfection consent order over the past 5 years.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, all the plans that have been submitted, now are obsolete?  
 
REYNOLDS: Yes  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: DEC won’t accept them?  
 
REYNOLDS: Correct 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Then I know what I would do, Charlie. I wouldn’t make any more payments to EFC, 
period. I mean that’s part of the State, I just wouldn’t. I would say, we’re not going to make payments 
on a dead horse here.  
 
REYNOLDS: Well, it’s in the middle, right now under short term finance, but EFC’s very aware and I 
think, I mean we know they feel our pain in this issue right now.  
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JACKSON: I think we need to talk to our representatives. It’s obviously the DEC can find new things 
that they can require us to do at a much quicker rate that what our constituents can pay for. It’s 
horrible, the cost of these things is, it’s just inconceivable to me how much we have to spend on 
water and sewer and such a small base to pay for. We got the grant for our water 10 years ago, I 
don’t need to tell you that both requirements and cost have gone up significantly and you try and get 
more funding and who are you. It’s just horrible and the people, they’re going to drag everybody out 
of Essex County, is the bottom line is we’re going to have pack up and move.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: If I can continue, I think we tried a few years ago, through this Board, is that, you 
know, because of that fact that we’re in the Adirondack Park, pristine area and we can’t have 
landfills, everybody wants to protect waterways and so on. I mean special consideration should be 
given to this area and the State needs to ante up and you know, because when you have districts 
with less a 100 people and you’re taking on debt service of $15 million, you can’t do it, it’s 
impossible. You cannot do it, not to mention the operation and maintenance of running these plants, 
every day. I mean people would be faced with a wastewater of you know $1,500.00 a year, plus. The 
Comptroller’s threshold I think is $700.00 right now, somewhere in there.  
 
REYNOLDS: It’s higher, $900.00 or something.  
 
JACKSON: They don’t enforce it, so you can go as high as you want.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well, not on the establishment of a new district. You’ve got to stay within that 
threshold.  
 
REYNOLDS: But, it’s $900 to $1,000.00, is that affordable to the people living in our communities?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yeah, exactly, that’s my point. Of course they’re right in bed with DEC, that’s how 
they set the thresholds.  
 
HARRINGTON: If we were to come up with new plans, these recommendations would be 
demanding that we have to hire more persons to work the plant; which as what Mr. Scozzafava has 
said, would make the user fees totally prohibitive and again the amount of phosphorous that gets 
into Lake Champlain from wastewater plants is around 5% of the total phosphorous that makes its 
way into Lake Champlain. We need to stop and re-evaluate what the payback is going to be if you 
spend all your moneys on 5% problem when you’ve got 95% that is not addressed to the degree that 
the 5% is addressed.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments?  
 
GILLILLAND: I think we have to toss this back to the DEC, because they approved every one of 
these plans.  
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SCOZZAFAVA: That’s right 
JACKSON: Yup 
 
GILLILLAND: And if you do and you provide and the data and stuff, you could, if it’s available, the 
date and the person who put the approval, the stamp on the plans. It’s, mine was approved, 
everything and with everything laid out and then it’s tossed.  
 
MERRIHEW: So, I am encouraged that this is the right game plan, just to get it as a countywide 
proposal that we’re able to bring forth to our officials. Thank you very much for the questions and 
comments.  
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Historical Society with Aurora McCaffrey reporting as 
follows: 
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning, I know you’ve been very busy this summer.  
 
MCCAFFERY: Good morning, so we’ve been having a great season at the museum. As Noel said 
we have had a full program, lots of events packed in and we’ve had great attendance for those 
events and also just for general admission, so we’re very happy with that.  
I don’t have too much to add to my report, I just want to note that we have two new exhibits that we 
just put in the last couple of weeks. One last week and one the week before.  
The first is a North Country at Work Exhibit and that we partnered with NCPR. They have an 
ongoing project, North Country at Work and they go various communities in the North Country and 
collect photographs and stories of people’s work and then they actually came to Elizabethtown, 
gather the communities photos, as well as what we had and the result was they put together this 
exhibit for us; which was great, wonderful. So, then they also came this last weekend and had a 
Story Slam of where community members actually talked about their stories of work. So, that was 
very nice. We were very happy to work with them, that was a great project that they’re doing and 
they’ll continue to do. So, keep an eye on that.  
We also have a new Hurricane Fire Tower Exhibit. So, that was to celebrate 300 years of Hurricane 
Fire Tower and we had a big event last week and it was very well attended, we had a great time. I 
want to thank Friends of Hurricane for working on that with us.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you 
 
MCCAFFERY: Yeah, it was wonderful.  
So, we still have lots of lectures and films scheduled through September and then we’ll do our usual 
Historian’s Day Workshop in October, but that’s about it for where we are in programs and 
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otherwise.  
MERRIHEW: Thank you very Aurora. Questions or comments for Aurora? Being none, thank you. I 
look forward to continued activity.  
 
MCCAFFERY: Thank you so much.   
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Cornell Cooperative with Sean Connin reporting as 
follows:  
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning, Sean.  
 
CONNIN: Good morning, Noel. I have a few handouts, do you mind?  
 
MERRIHEW: Sure 
 
CONNIN: Good morning everybody, I’m going to take a cue from Noel, last time around I think he 
described my presentation a few ways, one of which was comprehensive. I am going to try and 
narrow it down a little bit here.  
I wanted to share some good news with you though, similar to yourselves, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension is doing its best to economize on resources while still increasing the amount of services 
we can provide. So, across counties we’re taking a shared service model and just this past week, St. 
Lawrence County as awarded a new SNAP grant for a 5 year period, this is our nutritional 
supplemental program. Essex County and Franklin County both will be benefitting from this. I will 
house a full-time SNAP educator in Franklin County that will be working in Essex with us and it 
builds on some of the current work that we’re doing, both in our new Health and Wellness Quality of 
Life Program, but our agricultural program.  
One of the handouts that I shared with you is an article that came out in the Valley Sun, last week, 
which is the Power  
of Produce Program I mentioned, I think the last time I was here. This of course is designed with 
support from Carlie Summers and others in our program to connect kids and their families with 
healthy local food, get them interested, enculturated to the local famer’s market and also to provide 
a place or location where residents can redeem SNAP and WIC vouchers. So, it’s a great program. 
We hope to expand that now with this additional position; which will be available to both counties.  
Also wanted to just take a moment to highlight the upcoming Essex County Fair; which I am sure all 
of you are very familiar with. I have a typo in the report I submitted. The actual dates are the 14th to 
the 18th; which is this week and this of course is kind, historically has been a very important event for 
Cornell Cooperative Extension and the communities that it has worked with, particularly those 
involved in the dairy industry and beyond and with, kind of stinking number of larger operators here 
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in Essex County this has also changed the dynamics of the County Fair. Nonetheless, it is really 
kind of the moment in the year where our 4H families really have an opportunity to come together 
and the kids have the occasion to demonstrate the work they’ve been involved in with 4H and I’ve 
really become, as I’ve spent a few weeks on the job, more and more impressed with 4H and its 
programming and its impact. Tomorrow I’m going to be attending a forum on the opioid crisis and 
some of the other kind of health related issues that we’re seeing in Franklin County, having just 
come from the Franklin County Fair it really has impressed upon me how critical these youth 
development programs are in kind of nurturing leaders, kind of diverting their attention into really 
productive activities which build esteem and so thinking about the Essex County Fair, I just wanted 
to highlight some of the involvement that we have in this; including the clubs, the traditional shows 
and contests that the students or our youth will be involved in, but also programs like our Tech 
Change Makers in which we have a group of young people that will be working with older adults on-
site, helping them learn how to use technology and it’s just another extension work that goes on 
through the year. This is an all hands on deck type of event for us at Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
Our 4H, of course, staff are heavily involved in the delivery of this, but it’s also true with the rest of 
our staff and I wanted to talk a little bit about what you will find there this year. Starting with 
Wednesday; Carlie and Laurie will be manning a display on the Adirondack Harvest, it will be 
interactive, it will help people acclimate via maps and  quizzes as to where the local farmers are 
producing and provide information and educational material related to those products. Lindsay 
Pasha who is part of our regional marketing team will be doing a presentation and demonstration of 
the commercial hemp and what possibilities that might provide to Essex County, that will be on 
Thursday. Friday, Megan will be talking about Farm to School and some of the work that’s going on 
there and then finally on Sunday, Sarah Bull from Clinton County will be down here to talk a little bit 
about some of the energy related, clean energy opportunities that are available through NYSERDA, 
right now, particularly for small commercial businesses and low and moderate income communities.  
So, without going too much further into some of these details, you have the report that I submitted 
that kind of lays out some of this work and some of the challenges we’re facing. I am happy to 
answer any questions regarding that. I would like to encourage you attend, to encourage your 
residents and your constituencies to attend, but also to connect with our staff, if you do make it on-
site and we would appreciate, you know, the conversations and thank you so much for the last 
round of Ag Day. I think our staff really appreciated it, I hope you enjoyed it.  
 
MERRIHEW: That was very nice.  
 
HARRINGTON: In regards to Farm to School, I certainly am an advocate for that, as I am sure all 
Supervisors are. I’m wondering how schools will deal with the financing in regards to this when 
produces from distributors, their price isn’t in line with the price that farmers need to have. How is 
that going to be successful for that program?  
 
CONNIN: I think that’s somewhat of a multi varied type of question in a sense that, I think that what 
you’re asking is, how do we make this affordable for the schools and affordable in terms of time and 
income for the farmers and I think, you know really our expert, Megan would probably be the best 
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position to answer that. We are trying to, as I understand it, develop models in which they’re 
different economies that are being presented along kind of that path of bringing food to the school, 
such that the price can be lowered relative to a retail outlet. Let me take that down though, my intent 
is to bring Megan along the next time I’m here, so I would like to have a more extended conversation 
that she can go into detail with that, but I will bring that question to her.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you, further questions, comments for Sean? We look forward to your busy 
week here at that Fair.  
 
CONNIN: Come on down.  
 
MERRIHEW: Absolutely, we will be there.  
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with Jim McKenna 
having been previously excused and no report was given. 
 
 
MERRIHEW: Mr. McKenna submitted no report and he is not here. Further business?  
 
TYLER: Can I have a resolution for the family, condolence to the family of Louise Bobbie, that’s the 
mother of Carol Calabrese?  
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF LOUISE BOBBIE.  
Tyler, unanimous 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much.  
I also have a resolution of condolence to the family of Allen “Diney” Dickerson. He had served this 
body in year’s past, I believe it was in the ‘90’s. Also served on my Board in the Town of 
Elizabethtown, a dear friend, so I would offer that motion, myself.  
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF ALLEN “DINEY” DICKERSON 
Merrihew, unanimous 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much. 
No further reminders, I guess we are to meet for the grand opening on Wednesday, is that correct, 
for milking?  
 
GILLILLAND: There is no milking contest this year, not my choice, but the opening ceremonies are 
in accordance with the Fair schedule.  
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MERRIHEW: At 6:00?  
 
GILLILLAND: Right, I don’t exactly remember the time right now, but the opening ceremonies are on 
Wednesday.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you though for that clarification. Further business to come before Economic 
Development? Being none, we stand adjourned. Thank you very much.  
 
  
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:15 AM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


