
Ways and Means Committee 
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Roby Politi, Chairperson 
Tom Scozzafava, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Politi called this Ways and Means Committee to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, 
Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Joe Pete Wilson, Davina Winemiller and Tom 
Scozzafava.   Joe Giordano and Michael Tyler were previously excused. 

 
Department heads present were:  Patty Bashaw, Laurie DeZalia, Michael Diskin, Don Jaquish, 
Daniel Palmer, Dan Manning, Michael Mascarenas, Sue Montgomery-Corey, Tim Pierce, David 
Reynolds and Judy Garrison.  
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan, Dina Garvey and Tom Murphy 
 
New media:  Laura Achouatte – Sun News and Plattsburgh Press Republican 
 
Also present:  Michele Preston, Essex County Honor Guards, Amy Chapuk, Jill & Ella Lobdell, 
Dan Tedford and Sara Smith. 
 
 
POLITI:  Good morning everyone. I want to call this ways and means committee to order 
please.  I would like you to ask you to please stand and salute the flag.  Thank you.   
Madam Clerk will you please call the roll.   
At this time I want to call a short recess in observance of Memorial Day ceremony and I’ll 
Chairman Gillilland to please come and do the welcome.  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Good morning.  Unfortunately today is less welcoming weather than we had 
yesterday for our observances but yesterday our whole country spent the day honoring basically 
those Veterans who gave their all, the ultimate sacrifice in defense of this nation so today I 
believe it is fitting that we, as a county take a few moments to remember our own deceased 
Veterans. 
As we stand here with our heads bowed we also remember those Veterans that are still with us 
and we owe them for their sacrifices for our country. 
As Chairman of the Essex County Board of Supervisors I’m proud of our local Government 
actively supports programs designed to help Veterans and I’m also proud of our Veterans Office 
and the services that they provide for our constituents. 
So let’s not forget that we have responsibility and obligation to take of the people who put 
themselves in harm’s way to protect our safety and our freedom the people who put our country 
before themselves and their families the people that have sacrificed so much and asked for so 
little in return our Veterans.  Thank you. 
 
POLITI:  Thank you Shaun.  I want to take a moment to welcome Ella Lobdell who is going to 
come forward and sing our Star Spangled Banner. 
 
ELLA LOBDELL:  Singing of the Star Spangled Banner. 
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POLITI:  Thank you very much Ella. 
At this time I’m going to ask Supervisor Morrow to come forward with the opening prayer. 
 
MORROW:  Lord our God, we give thanks to you for the great land of our birth with all its 
liberties and many blessings. 
Today we especially give thanks for those who served their country in its hour of need, and for 
our fallen comrades, who have given their very lives in that service.  May we never forget their 
sacrifice. 
Lord, watch over those military men and women on American and foreign soils this day, who 
knowing the real and potential dangers of their work, stand ready to preserve the cause of 
freedom with the devotion to duty and those who served before them. 
Grant your continued divine care over the family members who are called upon daily to watch 
and wave good-bye to their loved ones as they go to their duty as members of our nation’s 
Armed ‘Force.  Honor their devotion and sacrifice.   
This pray we offer in thy name.  Amen 
 
POLITI:  Thank you Jerry. 
Tim Pierce is here to do the Governor’s Proclamation. 
 
PIERCE:  Good morning.  On behalf of the Governor’s Office and the State of New York. 
Whereas, New York is proud of the men and women who have served our country with selfless 
devotion to preserve their liberties and freedoms enjoyed by Americans and people around the 
world, and 
Whereas, each May Americans pause to observe Memorial Day or Decoration Day as it was 
originally known, a special opportunity to remember with dignity and reverence those patriots 
that made the ultimate sacrifice and service to our nation, and 
Whereas, the history of our nation’s military is one of great sacrifice that began with the 
Revolutionary War which gave birth to our nation and that continued throughout the centuries 
with countless brave men and women in the prime of their lives who stepped forward to 
preserve our freedom and that of other countries, a college that generations of Americans have 
recognized worth serving for despite the tremendous risk of their safety and indeed their lives, 
and 
Whereas, now a Federal holiday Memorial Day began as a caring gesture of honor and 
remembrance for those who lost their lives in battle first initiated in the spring of 1866, with New 
Yorkers in the upstate community Waterloo placing wildflowers on the graves of fallen soldiers 
of the civil war who fought for the union and the confederacy alike, and 
Whereas, as we honor our nation’s war heroes this Memorial Day we especially remember the 
more than 6,800 service members of the United States who died on the battle field for serving in 
other capacities and support of our military missions in Iraq and Afghanistan including more 
than 600 New Yorkers who willing gave their lives in service to our country and whose names 
have been added to America’s honor roll of patriots, and 
Whereas, on this Memorial Day as we mourn all those who were lost we give thanks to those 
who were spared and able to return home to their families and loved ones and we pray for the 
safety of those who remain ever vigilant as peace keepers against threats to our freedom, our 
way of life and the safety and security of our homeland, and  
Whereas, in honor of our fallen heroes we find inspiration in those men and woman who gave 
their lives for us for noble causes of freedom and peace as to their sacrifices they preserved the 
American way of life and our admired reputation as a country that shined eternally as a symbol 
of hope and freedom for all people around the world. 
Now, therefore, I, Andrew Cuomo Governor of the State of New York hereby recognize May 27, 
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2019, as Memorial Day in the State of New York and to preserve tradition of remembering those 
who died in service to our nation and honoring those Veterans that are still with us. 
Thank you. 
 
POLITI:  Thank you very much Tim.  I appreciate it. 
I’d like to call Sheriff Reynolds forward please. 
 
REYNOLDS:  Freedoms’ Memorial.  
This day is set aside to honor those who took the chance to die. 
But they have died in vain if we ever forget the reason why. 
Freedom can be like time slipping away before we even know. 
But we all have the choice more, a duty to battle freedoms’ foe. 
Let us give thanks this day to all those brave who paid the highest cost. 
Not take it for grant and realize it easily could be lost. 
 
POLITI:  Thank you.  Would everyone please stand for taps. 
 
- TAPS – 
 
Thank you.  Shaun, recognize our employees. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Not lost in the private battle but we find it fitting and proper that on Memorial Day 
to also recognize those who have served this county honorably and forthrightly.  I would like to 
read the names of our former county employee who passed away May 2018 – May 2019 in a 
moment of remembrance.   
Shirley Cutting 
Roger Poland 
Frederick Buck 
Mary Jean Ball 
Edwin Denton 
Mary Kalna 
Joyce Barber 
Thank you. 
 
POLITI:  Now I ask you to please stand for the Benediction. 
Almighty God, help us to remember that freedom does not automatically perpetuate itself, that 
we have to work at it, nurture ti, protect it, and pray for it.  Let us be ever mindful that freedom 
needs our attention and our cooperation.  Be with us now as we go about our daily lives and let 
us never forget to reflect you loving kindness on all those with whom we meet.  Amen. 
That concludes our service for this morning. I thank you very much for those who attended and 
participated in this observance. 
So I’m going to move forward now with Ways and Means and we have no guests so we will 
move to resolutions. 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Chairman – C. Harrington    Vice-Chairman -  N. Merrihew 

Monday, May 13, 2019 
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1. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE SOCIAL SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $25,000.00, STOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.  Harrington, Merrihew 
 

2. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $145.89, CARRYOVER FUNDS ADIRONDACK FOUNDATION.  Morrow, 
Harrington 
 

3. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO JOE GIORDANO, 
SUPERVISOR TOWN OF TICONDEROGA ON RECEIVING THE NEW YORK STATE 
PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD.  Monty, 
unanimous 
 

4. RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING MAY 2019 AS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH IN ESSEX 
COUNTY.  Harrington, Merrihew 
 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS AND 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS AS APPROVED BY THE COMMUNITY SERVICES 
BOARD.  Monty, Morrow 
 

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE 
AGING DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $14,278.00, UNEXPENDED DSRIP CARRYOVER FUNDS.  Monty, 
Morrow 
 

7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE 
AGING DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $40,872.00, DSRIP FUNDS FROM ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE.  
Merrihew, Harrington 
 

8. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO DANIEL SWEATT UPON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM THE WILLSBORO FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICE WITH 32 YEARS OF SERVICE.  Gillilland, unanimous 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Chairman – S. McNally     Vice-Chairman – G. Morrow 

Monday, May 13, 2019 
 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHANGE IN HOURS IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO BE OPEN FROM 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM FROM MAY 15 – 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2019, WITH THE EXECEPTION THE OFFICE WILL BE OPEN 
FROM 8:00 AM TO 5:00 PM THE WEEK MAY 21-28, 2019 FOR INDEPENDENT 
PETITION FILING.  McNally, Morrow 
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10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT TO THE LEASE 
AGREEMENT WITH OMNIPOINT COMMUNICATIONS AT TERRY MOUNTAIN 
INCREASING THE RENT TO $3,525.81 PER MONTH.  McNally, Morrow 
 

11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONRACT AMENDMENT TO THE MURRAY LAW 
FIRM IN AN AMOUNT UP TO $25,000.00, FOR THE MONKTON TOWER PROJECT.  
McNally, Harrington 
 

12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF TWENTY (20) AED’S IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $60,000.00, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE 
COUNTYWIDE EMS CONSOLIDATION GRANT.  Monty, Jackson 
 

13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SERVICES TO HIRE (5) FIVE 
PARAMEDICS/AEMT CRITICAL CARES AT A RATE OF $24.13 PER HOUR HIRED 
PRIOR TO 1/1/2009 OR $21.72 PER HOUR HIRED AFTER 1/1/2009 WITH FUNDS TO 
COME FROM THE COUNTYWIDE EMS CONSOLIDATION GRANT.  DeLoria, 
Scozzafava 
 

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SERVICES TO HIRE THREE (3) EMT’S 
AT A RATE OF $21.14 PER HOUR PRIOR TO 1/1/2009 OR $19.03 PER HOUR 
AFTER 1/1/2009 WITH FUNDS TO BE PAID FROM THE COUNTYWIDE EMS 
CONSOLIDATIOIN GRANT.  Scozzafava, DeLoria 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairman – N. Merrihew    Vice-Chairman – M. Marnell      

Monday, May 13, 2019 
 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A 
CONTRACT TO  NEW YORK STATE INDUSTRIES FOR THE DISABLED (NYSID) 
FOR SCANNING SERVICES IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $7,980.00, TO COME FROM BUDGETED FUNDS.  
Merrihew, Marnell 
 

16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $1,587,653.58, NYSERDA CLEANER/GREENER CARRYOVER OF 
FUNDS FROM 2016 TO 2017. Merrihew, DeZalia 
 

17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $1,502,819.78, NYSERDA CLEANER/GREENER CARRYOVER OF 
FUNDS FROM 2017 TO 2018.  DeZalia, Winemiller 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
MONTY:  I just had a quick question.  How many years can we continue to roll that over Dan? 
 
PALMER: I don’t know the exact answer to that but typically on these we get three or four years. 
 
MONTY: Thank you. 
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POLITI:  Any other questions?  All in favor, opposed – thank you. 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY 

RESOURCES DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $804,508.00, NYSERDA CLEANER/GREENER CARRYOVER OF 
FUNDS FROM 2018 TO 2019.   Monty, DeZalia 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE DPW COMMITTEE 
Chairman – G. Morrow     Vice–Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, May 20, 2019 
 

19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO BID AND AWARD 
THE GULF BROOK PHASE 2 PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF KEENE, WITH AWARD 
CONTINGENT UPON RECEIVING THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF STORM 
RECOVERY (GOSR) AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD; WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM 
GOSR GRANT FUNDS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN 
OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT.  Wilson, Morrow 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
MANNING: Just a quick comment on actually the next two resolutions.  Generally we resolve to 
go out to bid first then the award is given by the board, the board decides whether they want to 
award after review of the various bidders or RFP’s.  I’ve seen this with increasing frequency that 
they are coupled with resolutions bid and award authorizing Linda to bid and award.  I just want 
to bring that to your attention because generally it would be a bid then award.  You can do it this 
way but you’re relinquishing your ability to take a look at the documents and actually make the 
award. We do this sometimes with small projects but with larger projects you don’t so if you 
want to do it this way in these incidents that’s fine also I don’t know if there is any GOSR 
requirements with respect to purchasing bidding and award.  That’s out there for future – 
 
POLITI: Do you want to change the language to say bid and then award to lowest responsible 
bidder? 
 
MANNING:  Well that’s a problem. We don’t know lowest responsible bidder may not be, 
whether or not may be responsible. 
 
MONTY:  I just think sometimes if we wait for the bids to come in and then we wait to award and 
then we wait to come to us we’re lengthening the time out of some of these projects 
substantially and when we have such a small window to get stuff done I mean, I think Dan and 
Linda have a pretty good handle on reviewing things.  That’s just my opinion. 
 
MANNING:  It does take longer but just so you know you’re giving up a, when you see this 
peppered through a lot of resolutions and if you want to save time you can delegate that 
authority you can. 
 
MORROW:  I’d like to ask the courtesy of the floor to Jim Dougan because he might want to 
explain something about this. 
 
POLITI:  Jim, please come forward. Thanks. 
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DOUGAN: Good morning.  Dan I understand it and I will think you’ll see that I brought 99% of 
the DPW resolutions through that way I normally ask for bid and then award separately both this 
resolution and the next resolution are GOSR funded Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery.  I 
think that Mr. Wilson and Mr. Depo could tell you that the GOSR Rep is putting a lot of pressure 
on to get these two projects bid and award.  I have a contingency in there that they approve, 
they issue authorization to award.  It’s all grant funds so on this one I’d like to respectfully ask 
that it’s bid and award in this resolution. 
 
MANNING: Again I don’t have a problem with that but I have seen a lot of resolutions that come 
through here Jim with bid and award in other situations and I just want to clarify it.  I agree with 
GOSR it is what it is they give you the money they’ve got to authorize the award so it’s okay but 
I just wanted to bring that up I kind of let it slide, let it slide so these two incidents I don’t have a 
problem with I just want to bring it up to you guys.  I don’t think we’re under any time constraints 
I talked to Linda but in this case I don’t know. 
 
McNALLY:  Yeah I’m fine with these two moving forward today but I think if we can avoid doing 
it this way.  This is putting a lot of responsibility on Jim and Linda, Purchasing and I think this 
decision should ultimately be made by the board and I think if we can possibly can doing it the 
way we have been doing it I think it would be better for those people relieve them of some of the 
responsibilities if something does happen. 
 
MANNING: I’m just saying maybe I chose poor timing to bring this up. These two are fine.  If you 
want to get them through this way but in the future you know if you guys want to play a role in to 
award then you want to strike the word bid and award or don’t couple them but in this instance I 
don’t have a problem. 
 
MONTY:  I just wondered what Dan Palmer’s opinion was? 
 
PALMER: Again we’re really just a pass through for the projects that are scheduled down there 
in those locals.  I think it’s fine.  I mean Linda is really careful about which award she gives it to 
and who she doesn’t. 
 
MANNING:  As I said I don’t have a problem with these two but in the future you are sort of 
obligating your duties. 
 
POLITI: All in favor, opposed – thank you. 
 

20. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO BID AND AWARD 
THE EMERGENCY SHELTER UPGRADES AT THE TOWN OF JAY COMMUNITY 
CENTER, IN THE TOWN OF JAY, WITH AWARD CONTINGENT UPON RECEIVING 
THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF STORM RECOVERY (GOSR) AUTHORIZATION TO 
AWARD, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM GOSR GRANT FUNDS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
SAID CONTRACT.  Depo, Monty 
 

21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF BERNARD LEERKES TO 
THE ESSEX COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF KARL TERIELE.  Morrow, Monty 
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RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chairman – I. Tyler     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, May 20, 2019 
 

22. RESOLUTION ADOPTING A HEALTHY FOOD, BEVERAGE AND WELLNESS 
POLICY IN THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE TO PROVIDE FOR A HEALTHY 
WORK ENVIRONMENT, FROM GRANT FUNDS THROUGH CLINTON COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH.  Monty, Scozzafava 

 
FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 

Chairman – T. Scozzafava     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 
Monday, May 20, 2019 

 
23. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF REVEREND MONSIGNOR 

PETER R. RIANI.  Jackson, unanimous 
 

24. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE AND DEPARTMENT 
OF MOTOR VEHICLES TO OBSERVE SUMMER HOURS OF 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 
FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2019.  Scozzafava, Depo 
 

25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID AND 
AWARD FOR AN AUTOMATED SUCTION-FEED PAPER FOLDER IN THE REAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8,000.00.  Scozzafava, 
Monty 
 

26. RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSED NEW YORK STATE SENATE BILL S.4676 
AND ASSEMBLY BILL A. 4863 ALLOWING COUNTIES TO PASS A LOCAL LAW TO 
REDUCE THE RATE OF INTEREST FOR DELINQUENT TAXES, ELIMINATE THE 
RELEVY PENALTY OF 5%, AND ALLOW TAXPAYERS TO PAY THE OLDEST YEAR 
FIRST RATHER THAN THE NEWEST YEAR.  Gillilland, Scozzafava as amended. 
 

POLITI:  Comments? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’ll second it but I’m not supporting it.  I’m not in total disagreement of the 
reducing interest.  I mean I think what we get for interest right now are loan sharking rates and 
we see more and more people that are losing their properties.  I don’t believe that they have to 
pay the first year I mean that part of it I disagree with but I really think that we should take into 
some consideration the interest that is charged. 
 
PALMER: I don’t have an issue either with the penalties as far as the interest but I do having be 
able to pay the oldest year first and maintain your property is absolutely crazy. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I don’t support that. It’s the interest that would be the reason.  I can move an 
amendment. 
 
POLITI: I think you can move this in your committee next month if you want to modify it? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Well if it goes through full board next week this is ways and means. 
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POLITI: I see.  Okay. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I will move an amendment today to delete the part of this resolution in regards 
to we’re opposed to the interest and the rest I will support.  I think we need to have a recent 
discussion and look at numbers. 
 
POLITI: Don’t you think we need some discussion including our Treasurer? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I agree.  That’s why I want to move an amendment.  Instead of tabling the 
whole resolution I’ll move an amendment to strike out the interest in this. 
 
POLITI: The interest portion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   Yes. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else have a comment on this?  Do I have a second to the amendment?  Mr. 
Jackson.  All those in favor.  Now we have to move the original, modified resolution.   

 
27. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY 

RESOURCES DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $6,048,144.00, CARRYOVER 2018 COMMUNITY RISING FUNDS.  
Jackson, Depo 
 

28. RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE CONTRACT BETWEEN NORTH COUNTRY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF NORTH COUNTRY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE.  Scozzafava, Gillilland 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

29. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD CONTRACT 
TO COBAN TECHNOLOGIES, INC. FOR NEW COMMAND CENTER, 
INSTALLATION, REMOTE SET-UP AND REMOTE WEB TRAINING TO REPLACE 
AND UPGRADE SOFTWARE DUE TO END OF LIFE ON CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION, 
IN THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,335.00, FROM 
BUDGETED FUNDS.  Morrow, Monty 
 

30. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT ESSEX COUNTY TO 
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH H-GACBUY – FOR A COOPERATIVE 
PURCHASING PROGRAM, WHICH THE PURCHASING AGENT CAN PURCHASE 
GOODS AND SERVICES THROUGH.  Merrihew, Morrow 
 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Just wondering what that exactly gives us? 
 
MANNING:  This is a cooperative purchasing program through an organization in Texas that 
allows us to buy certain things without having to out to bid or RFP.  They have already done the 
process for us.  Linda does it often but she has a case right now, the resolution above it where 
she authorized $2,335.00 worth of the command center installation remote set-up so she needs 
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this second resolution to pass to allow her to participate in partner to buy this. 
 
MONTY: What does it cost for joining this? 
 
MANNING: No cost. 
 
POLITI: Any other discussion? 
 
MANNING: Sort of like a piggyback but it’s a cooperative so we work through them.  In fact I 
have one other, just a quickie it says authorizing the purchasing agent and it should say 
authorizing Essex County. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor, opposed. 

 
31. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER 

TO ENTER INTO A RETAINER AGREEMENT WITH THE LAW FIRM OF NAPOLI 
SHKOLNIK, PLLC TO INVESTIGATE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
REGARDING COMMENCEMENT OF LITIGATION ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTY OF 
ESSEX AGAINST TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES REGARDING 911 
SURCHARGES.  Morrow, DeLoria 

 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
MONTY: Just an explanation? 
 
MANNING: I think earlier in the month I sent out a letter to everyone regarding the various 
telecommunication companies that we deal with who are failing to remit our enforcement of 911 
surcharge or collect our portion of the 911 surcharge and Napoli Shkolnik has been with almost 
all the counties with New York Association of Counties and this would allow us to participate in 
that litigation. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else?  All in favor, thank you. Any other resolutions to come before this 
committee? 
 
GARRISON:  We have a couple from DPW.  Everyone has a copy on their desks. The first on is 
authorizing the Purchasing Agent to award a contract to Burke Excavation Demolition Inc., dba 
JEDA Environmental in the amount of $8,.940.00 for asbestos abatement and disposal from the 
Essex County Agricultural  Center Building, located at the Fairgrounds in The Town of Westport, 
with funds to come from grant funds and further authorizing the County Chairman or County 
Manager to execute said contract. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO 
BURKE EXCAVATION DEMOLITION INC., DBA JEDA ENVIRONMENTAL IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $8,940.00 FOR ASBESTOS ABATEMENT AND DISPOSAL FROM THE ESSEX COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL  CENTER BUILDING, LOCATED AT THE FAIRGROUNDS IN THE TOWN 
OF WESTPORT, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM GRANT FUNDS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID 
CONTRACT.  Morrow, Monty 
 
GARRISON:  A resolution authorizing a budget amendment in the amount of $19,513.78, 
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increasing revenues and expenditures for a solid waste truck, damages.  Is this an insurance 
check? 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF SOLID 
WASTE INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$19,513.78, INSURANCE RECOVERY FUNDS. Scozzafava, Monty 
 
GARRISON:  There is one more resolution attached, authorizing the issuance of a permit to the 
Foundation of CVPH for the use of Essex County roadways for the 2019 Mayor’s Cup Bike ride 
event scheduled for Sunday, July 7, 2019. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT TO THE FOUNDATION OF 
CVPH FOR THE USE OF ESSEX COUNTY ROADWAYS FOR THE 2019 MAYOR’S CUP 
BIKE RIDE EVENT SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, JULY 7, 2019.  Preston, Depo 
 
POLITI:  Any other resolutions to come before this committee?   
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Jim, did you want discussion on the DEC, this meeting in regards to the 
trailheads?  I see the note on the bottom of your letter. 
 
PALMER:  Jim, why don’t you come back up. 
 
DOUGAN:   I just want to make the board aware that I’ve had two recent meetings with New 
York State DEC regarding their proposed closing of some parking along Route 73 and their 
concerns about overuse of some of the hiking trails and the potential use of our public 
transportation here at Essex County to help relieve some of those I guess concerns.  I know Mr. 
Wilson deeply involved in that and so before I have any more discussions with DEC I want to 
make sure this board was aware of this and make sure you want me to work with them and 
potentially come up with some public transportation options as they start making it much more 
difficult for some people to hike some of those trails. 
 
POLITI:  Do you have a comment Mr. Wilson? 
 
WILSON:  Thank you Jim.  I’m glad that they’re engaging with you.  I think maybe a helpful way 
to think of it at this point is to not commit to providing but to work with the DEC to explore what 
is there intentionally that the county could be involved in because the Town of Keene already 
provides a shuttle and I’m pushing DEC to do a study or explore how can we, how can the State 
provide some transportation so I think is one piece of it. They are talking to ORDA about how 
ORDA can be involved so maybe this is thinking of it as exploratory not committing to providing 
to any services.  Does that fit in the way he talked to you? 
 
DOUGAN:  Yeah I really just want this board to agree that yes, I should continue conversations.  
You know I have a lot of responsibility but very little authority.  This board has the authority.  The 
conversations did include ORDA sensitively they’ve discussed this year may be doing a two 
week PILOT program and then picking a couple of very busy, Columbus Day weekend for 
example, as something we would put out and potentially run it similar to the way that the ski 
buses are run during ski season.  Those are just thoughts right now. My conversation with Mr. 
Stegemann was you know, quite simply we’re kind of a tourist economy and we very much rely 
on those visitors coming to town, spending money in our hotels and buying food and buying 
gas.  We also have a tax cap and if we’re not a part, sitting at the table as you make these 
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discussions it’s not a great place to be. 
 
POLITI:  Did they specifically discuss with you Jim those areas in other words are you talking 
just about the Route 73 corridor at the Cascade Lakes, are you talking about the airport, are you 
talking about the parking for Giant? Where does it stop? 
 
DOUGAN:  Where does it stop?  They talked a lot about 73 and they’ve also talked do you we 
potentially put a bus route on to maybe make some of those hikers who are staying in hotels in 
Lake Placid taking those to some other routes that aren’t maybe quite so busy.  We’re just 
beginning the conversation.  I would prefer as we continue the conversation that there would be 
someone from the eighteen of you that is also there with me to help make decisions. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Possibly DEC will build a parking garage in Lake Placid and then we could bus 
those people out from there. 
 
POLITI:  We’ve got a lot of other issues we need to build a parking lot on the Adirondack Loj 
Road for sure it’s part of the unit management plan that has not been done in about fifteen 
years.   
 
JACKSON: They had an article in the paper today about the trails taken a beating so far this 
year maybe we should talk to DEC will advise when we should start doing that maybe they don’t 
want us busing people and tear the trails up maybe they rather wait until the trails dry out?  Just 
a thought. 
 
POLITI: My personal feeling is if they’ve had conversations with you but if Bob really wants to 
talk about it he probably should come and discuss it with this board in terms of is there a master 
plan, what are they thinking of and so forth.  I think really that’s the next step. 
 
DOUGAN:  I agree Roby again, I have lots of responsibility, very little authority the only thing I’m 
pushing for is that we have a seat at the table. 
 
WILSON:  And that’s the key thing recently I have been left out of all the planning discussions 
on the  DEC’s part so, in the cold; so I would like to be a part of future discussions about 
transportation since I currently run a transportation network survey these clients and try to 
address these problems so I would like to be a part of these conversations if they are going to 
continue and anyone else who wants to join I think it would be great. 
 
POLITI: I agree and I think there is a tendency for us to read about it in the newspaper which 
should not be the case. 
 
GILLILLAND: I would suggest possibly this board send out a letter to Region 5 Director and 
invite him to come to the board to discuss the planning for remediation of the high peak trails. 
 
POLITI:  Are they at that stage?  Where he wants to come? 
 
DOUGAN: I think he, the Director seemed willing to make some kind of a partnership realizing 
that we’re already operating some kind of system. 
 
POLITI: I will have Joe Pete contact Bob Stegemann. 
 



Ways and Means Committee 
Tuesday, May 28, 2019  13 
 
MORROW:  Jim said it pretty good earlier but when we had this conversation on Thursday when 
Jim called me up about it and if I didn’t know the State of New York I’d kind of disbelief what 
they are doing but I won’t live long enough to figure them out and I’ve said this before but I think 
it’s ridiculous we are a tourist community, we do want tourist to come here and spend their 
money and one other thing I think they should come here too but who is going to enforce the no 
parking at these sites?  They don’t have enough officers now.  They cut their staff.  They don’t 
have enough officers to take care of the rules they already have because you call them, you 
can’t get them until two or three days later if you have a problem in your community so just like 
Mike’s boat launch site you know retiring the boat launch sites and stuff so who’s going to 
enforce the no parking when there is a car there?  That’s a good question.  I take that route 
when I leave my doctor’s in Lake Placid to go pick up the Northway through Keene, Keene 
Valley and they have porta-potties all along so they want participation there and stuff, they are 
encouraging it so I think we need more discussion on it overall. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? 
 
HARRINGTON:  With all of the technological advances in this country I assume that DEC could 
incorporate some of these advances and make it far more usable for hikers so that when they 
do come here they know that there will be a facilities available for them to park. 
 
POLITI: I agree.  It’s beginning to look a lot like Everest. 
 
WILSON:  I think Charlie’s point, big picture is right and to Jerry’s point about porta-potties it’s 
actually the Town of Keene pays over $9,000 for port-a-potties, organizations like the AuSable 
River Association pays to sponsor port-a-potties.  I have a private residence in Keene who 
sponsors porta-potties because the infrastructure is missing and maybe this shuttle 
conversation is part of getting DEC to address this as Roby and Shaun said in a comprehensive 
planning effort because it’s just factual right now. 
 
MONTY: I just want to say historically DEC comes up with a lot of issues, no solutions and what 
comes with no solutions?  No funding.  They are very easy to come up with problems but they 
want somebody else to figure it out and somebody else to pay for it.  It’s time to hold DEC 
accountable. 
 
POLITI:  It’s not only DEC it’s also from the Environmental community. 
 
MONTY:  Absolutely. 
 
WILSON:  And this is where partnerships can benefit both the DEC and our communities by 
partnering the Town of Keene runs a shuttle on user fees so it doesn’t cost our taxpayers 
anything.  If we use town land to build a hiker information center we could have local businesses 
pay a franchise fee and sell food there or hiking stuff you know there is a way to make this work 
financially and still be a positive for our little towns and for our businesses. 
 
HARRINGTON:  Hikers want to hike and they are not regimented into one trail.  They want to 
know that when they come here that that’s what they are going to be able to do.  It seems to 
that this is an easy assignment for DEC to accomplish. 
 
POLITI:  I don’t disagree.  I think it will be a good question to ask the Regional Director when 
he’s here. 
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HARRINGTON: Okay, well, he maybe too busy. 
 
POLITI:  No he won’t be too busy.  Anyone else? Any other resolutions to come before this 
board? 
 
MANNING: I just have one brief thing.  I’d like to go into a quick executive session in regards to 
legal matters and some legal advice. 
 
POLITI:  Can I have a motion to move to executive session.  Mr. Merrihew, second by Mr. 
Harrington.  All in favor, thank you. 
 

THE COMMITTEE MOVED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 10:47 A.M. TO DISCUSS A 
LEGAL MATTER AND LEGAL ADVICE AND MOVED BACK INTO SESSION AT 10:55 AM. 

 
POLITI:  I need a motion to move back into session.  Moved by Mr. Gillilland, second by Mr. 
Merrihew. All in favor. We have two resolutions from the County Attorney. 
 
MANNING:  The first resolution I’d like to ask for a resolution authorizing a payment of up to 
$1500.00 together with interest and penalties to Commissioner of Taxation and Finance to the 
State of New York incident to a tax warrant relative to Brooke Brown and this concerns Lakeside 
Residents. 
 
POLITI:  To resolve a title issue. 
 
MANNING: To resolve a title issue. 
 
POLITI:  Do I have a mover, Mrs. Winemiller, second by Mr. Merrihew. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF $1,500.00 TOGETHER WITH INTEREST 
AND PENALTIES TO THE COMMISSIONER OF TAXATION AND FINANCE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK RELATIVE TO A TAX WARRANT ENCUMBERING TOWN OF NORTH ELBA 
BEARING TAX MAP NO. 33.18-1-3.220 IN THE NAME OF BROOKE BROWN.  Winemiller, 
Merrihew with Scozzafava, Monty opposed 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion?  All in favor, opposed – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Opposed. 
 
POLITI:  Opposed?  I’m sorry.  Two opposed. Mr. Scozzafava and Mr. Monty anyone else 
opposed?  Thank you. 
 
MANNING:  Alright, secondly I need a resolution authorizing the County Manager or County 
Chairman to execute the deed and all ancillary paperwork conveying the real property bearing 
Town of North Elba tax map no. 33.18-1-3.220 to the owners of condominium units in Lakeside 
residences1 located at 331 Whiteface Inn Lake in the Town of North Elba and this is relative to 
the Brooke Brown property. 
 
POLITI: Do I have a mover?  Moved by Mr. Monty, second by Mr. Morrow. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO 
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EXECUTE A DEED AND ALL ACCOMPANYING PAPERWORK CONVEYING PROPERTY 
BEARING TOWN OF NORTH ELBA TAX MAP NO. 33.18-1-3.220 TO THE OWNERS OF 
CONDOMINIUM UNITS IN “LAKESIDE RESIDENCES I” OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 
GRANTEES LOCATED AT 331 WHITEFACE INN LANE IN THE TOWN OF NORTH ELBA.  
Monty, Morrow 
 
POLITI:  Comments?  All those in favor.  All those opposed. Thank you.  Any others?   
I do want to say the auction committee meeting scheduled after this ways and means committee 
has been adjourned so if you’re on that committee Tom will re-schedule in the future.  Anything 
else to come before ways and means? 
 
JACKSON:  EMS meeting immediately following in the committee room. 
 
POLITI: Okay, EMS meeting. Anything else?  Okay, we are adjourned.  Thank you. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this ways and means committee it 
was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 


