
Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, August 26, 2019 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Roby Politi, Chairperson 
Tom Scozzafava, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Politi called this Ways and Means Committee to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joe Giordano, Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, Jerry 
Morrow, Roby Politi, Roy Holzer, Joe Pete Wilson, Michael Tyler, Davina Winemiller and Tom 
Scozzafava.    Charles Harrington arrived after the roll call at 10:05. 

 
Department heads present were:  Michael Diskin, Daniel Palmer, Dan Manning, Michael 
Mascarenas, Joe Provoncha and Judy Garrison.  
 
New media:  None present. 
 
 
POLITI: Good morning everyone.  I call this ways and means committee to order.  Thank you.  
Judy would you call the roll please.   
County Clerk is here this morning to address the board. Come on up Joe, thank you. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Good morning and thank you for allowing me to speak today.  Last week at the 
committee meetings we’ve been having telephone conversations and meetings which saved us 
from driving of course but this legislative season has not been kind to the County Clerks.  We 
were working on the orders to take away weapons from people who maybe should not, or are in 
danger to themselves or others that procedure has been worked out as well as the procedures 
on how to deal with children or now adults who have been abused by adults during their 
childhood.  
I have also given to you two lawsuits that should you look over to see which one best serves 
your needs if any on the Green light bill as well as the commentary to the lawsuits. They are 
asking us if we want to join on there or provide annex brief or sit back and see what happens so 
that’s also part of it. 
 
POLITI:  Joe, have you spoken with Dan Manning about this? 
 
PROVONCHA:  Yes, I’m showing him now and we’ll talk about it. 
 
POLITI:  Are you familiar with it? 
 
MANNING:  This packet right here?  I just saw it right now when I sat down. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Another thing that just sprung up was something that happened in Queens a 
couple of years ago where an elderly couple had a house and all of sudden it ended up not 
being their house because a false deed was submitted and then a mortgage was got and then 
bills were piling up against the property so Senator Comrie who is from Queens.  Who now sits 
as Chairman of the Consumer Protection Board Committee of the Senate put forth a resolution 
and a bill that passed both houses that requires County Clerks if signed by the Governor, to 
send out a notice to everyone who submits a deed.  We have to give a letter saying did you 
know that a deed has been taken from your name and put in someone else’s.  It’s a good bill but 
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there are a lot of concerns with that bill like where do we send it, what time do we have before 
we have to send one out, they allow us to do a reasonable fee to do this.  I thought $5.00.  
Other people on the phone were talking $25, $50 and New York right now has the largest 
closing fees in the country so I do know that NYSAC we were on the phone with NYSAC, 
NYSAC said that the budget has given it a thumbs down because of the fact that they don’t like 
counties fixing fees to things so we don’t know if the Governor is going to sign this or not but the 
ominous would be on us to make notice to them and it’s on the back of this what the letter would 
look like.  So that we discussed as well as the new driver’s licenses.  There’s nothing we can do 
to fight the driver’s license per say because that’s not a legislative item that’s in the purview of 
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles.  He or she has the right to put out new license plates, new 
drivers’ licenses so these are the new license plates that they are looking at but what we’re 
fighting is the cost. The cost to get a new plate is going to be $25 and to save the number is $20 
it may be reversed I can’t remember but the cost is onerous if anything and it’s going to start in 
April of next year. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Everyone one Joe, correct me if I’m wrong once you hit ten years on your own 
plate it’s mandatory correct? 
 
PROVONCHA:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: You have to replace those so it’s a money machine for the State. That’s why 
they are doing this to take in all that revenue. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Right. 
 
McNALLY: I don’t think they can do that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Absolutely they are doing that. 
 
PROVONCHA:  It’s going to be $75 million. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes. 
 
POLITI:  So the information you are providing us basically just to update us as to what’s going 
on? 
 
PROVONCHA: Yes. We are fighting the fees for the license plates because it is awful high. 
 
POLITI: Okay. Did the Association of Counties file a lawsuit? 
 
PROVONCHA: Yes.  We’re on board with most of that yes. 
 
POLITI: Okay. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Except the green light they haven’t really commented on the green light but 
they are on the rest. 
 
MORROW: If they don’t make the quality of the plates better than they are now we don’t have to 
worry about going ten years because I had a white plate and it was wore out so I had to get a 
new yellow plate New York and so far it’s okay but I’ve seen other people with yellow plates, the 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, August 26, 2019  3 
 
new New York yellow plates but they are wore out, peeling and everything else. 
 
PROVONCHA: They are. 
 
MORROW: So we don’t have to worry about them lasting ten years if they are going to charge 
us extra money they better make them good quality. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Exactly.  The nice thing is we got recognized by Organ Donation Alliance for 
organ donation for our work. We have 50% which is threshold for acknowledgment. 
 
POLITI: Congratulations. 
 
PROVONCHA: Thank you. 
 
POLITI: Any other questions for County Clerk? Thanks Joe.  I appreciate it.  Let’s move to 
resolutions. 
 

 
RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Chairman – C. Harrington    Vice-Chairman -  N. Merrihew 
Monday, August 12, 2019 

 
1. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT BETWEEN ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL 

HEALTH AND PLATTSBURGH STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS FOR 
AN INTERN TO ASSIST WITH DATA ANTALYTICS WITH BUDGETED FUNDS.  
Harrington, Merrihew 

 
RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Chairman – S. McNally     Vice-Chairman – G. Morrow 
Monday, August 12, 2019 

 
2. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE IN THE SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE IN AN AMOUNT UP TO $18,000.00 $45,000.00, WITH BUDGETED FUNDS.  
Morrow, McNally 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
MONTY:  I missed that meeting. What was that vehicle for Roby?  Was it a new Sheriff’s car, 
deputy car? 
 
PALMER: I’m not sure Jim.  I will have to check before regular. 
 
GARRISON:  I believe it was a Sheriff’s car.  It was one that didn’t pass inspection anymore and 
they were replacing. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Is that amount correct?  $18,000?  I don’t think you can buy for $18,000? 
 
PALMER: I’m not sure. I’ll check Tom. 
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POLITI: Unless there is a trade in Tom I’m not aware.  Any other questions?  Do you want 
verification Jim? 
 
MONTY: I’d like to see what the amount is.   
 
GARRISON:  Let me just grab the file. 
 
MONTY: I’m quite sure he needs it so that’s not an issue but if it’s $18,000 like Tom says 
because the time they trick it out with everything they needed it will probably fifty or sixty 
thousand. 
 
GARRISON:  The resolution is worded incorrectly, he has $27,000 in his budget and so he’s 
anticipating spending $17,000 or $18,000 maybe the resolution shouldn’t be worded that way. 
 
POLITI:  So he wants to spend $18,000 additional from what he has in his budget. 
 
MONTY:  That’s fine. 
 
POLITI:  Up to $45,000.  I hope everyone is up with the clarification all in favor, thank you. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 

 
 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT TO PURCHASE 
TWO COMPUTER PROGRAMS THROUGH AUTOMON CASELOAD EXPLORER IN 
THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $10,349.88, WITH BUDGETED FUNDS.  Giordano, Tyler 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairman – N. Merrihew    Vice-Chairman – M. Marnell      

Monday, August 12, 2019 
 

4. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF LOUISE BOBBIE.  
Scozzafava, unanimous 
 

5. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF ALAN “DINNEY” 
DICKERSON.  Merrihew, unanimous 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE DPW COMMITTEE 
Chairman – G. Morrow     Vice–Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, August 19, 2019 
 

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $60,000.00, INSURANCE RECOVERIES FOR DAMAGES TO A 1995 
PAVING ROLLER.  Morrow, Monty 
 

7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID FOR 
A PAVING ROLLER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.  Morrow, Marnell 
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8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH SCHODER 

RIVERS ASSOCIATES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $29,000.00, FOR 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE ESSEX 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL CENTER BUILDING LOCATED AT THE ESSEX COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS.  Monty, Depo 
 

9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A 
CONTRACT TO REALE CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $356,000.00, FOR 
THE INSTALLATION OF A TEMPORARY BRIDGE ON COUNTY ROUTE 76.  
DeLoria, Morrow 

POLITI: Comments or discussion? 
 
McNALLY:  Yeah, we’re having a little problem with our temporary bridge on Trout Brook Road 
in Minerva.  It’s the second bridge we had done in the last couple of years.  Well, somewhere 
along the lines the county authorized a temporary bridge to close that road down because it 
would be a long detour around it, there’s people that live there and elderly people now the 
temporary bridge in and they’ve been working there all summer and now they have to close the 
road because the temporary bridge is in the wrong location so I’ve talked to Jim about this but 
before we – they wanted $60,000 change order to keep the temporary bridge open it’s just 
ridiculous so somewhere along the lines either the temporary bridge was not engineered 
correctly or the contracted put the bridge in the wrong spot but to pay for a temporary bridge to 
install to close the road is – I don’t believe that’s the way the system should work? 
 
PALMER:  Yes I did have this discussion with Jim.  I do think that the issue has to do with those 
embankments the original embankments that were there that were required to remain there they 
didn’t do a soil test on those prior to and I think that’s some of our own fault not ordering that to 
be done but when they started to look at it they realized that the live load traffic on the 
temporary bridge when they pulled out the other one had the potential for failure so that’s the 
reason that they opted not to. 
 
McNALLY:  I think the engineer – you know we put our rubber stamp on these I think our 
engineers need to step up, take everything into consideration so we’re not looking at change 
orders coming down the road especially the firm that we’re using that bid our supplies. 
 
POLITI: Are you making a recommendation?  Or a statement? 
 
McNALLY: No just mentioning it. 
 
PALMER: And again Jim and I had this discussion and we really came down to should we have 
ordered their soil conditions tested. 
 
McNALLY:  Do you know the popularity of closing a bridge is? 
 
PALMER:  Oh yeah, believe me I know. 
 
POLITI:  It’s not good.   
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SCOZZAFAVA:  So I’m just trying to understand so if we hire the engineer to do the engineering 
for the temporary bridge to be put in place wouldn’t the engineer take a look at that prior to 
setting the bridge in place?  I would assume? 
 
PALMER:  We did. We did look at it. We were told we had to leave the original embankments.  I 
don’t know where that came from but we opted not to do a soil boring test behind that area and 
they decided after wards that if live load would probably cause that to fail. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So is the bridge in place right now? 
 
PALMER:  The temporary is. 
 
McNALLY:  The temporary bridge is in place now but they have to pull the temporary bridge out 
and put the new bridge in so what we’ve done is we’ve paid for a temporary bridge that’s not 
going to work for the entire project for the majority of the entire project we appreciate that but 
somewhere along the line we had a snafu in our engineering or our contractor did something 
incorrectly and Dan says because we didn’t do the testing but I think that’s the engineer’s job 
not the county’s job. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I agree. 
 
PALMER: Well somebody has to make that recommendation as to whether we did or didn’t ask 
for it. Jim’s not here but you know, again I think we’re talking about a week here, two weeks?  Is 
that what they are saying? 
 
McNALLY: Plan two weeks but Jim has been excellent to deal with on this whole situation. 
 
POLITI:  So is this a different priority bridge?  It’s the same one, we had one already but – 
 
PALMER: No, no there’s two bridges. 
 
McNALLY: I just don’t want to make the same mistake twice. 
 
MONTY:  I’m quite familiar with this because I was adamantly against it putting that bridge in 
there because it was very contentious because initially when they were going to put that bridge 
in there the property owner wanted to be paid and everything and the traffic study showed the 
traffic wasn’t that great but there is a business there and you were talking – 
 
PALMER:  That was the first bridge. 
 
MONTY:  That was the first bridge?  This isn’t this bridge? 
 
PALMER:  No, that’s the second bridge. 
 
McNALLY: This is the second bridge. 
 
PALMER: Same road, second bridge further down. 
 
MONTY:  Okay. 
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POLITI: I was confused on the same thing. 
 
McNALLY:  It doesn’t matter what the traffic level was you have people living there full time that 
has had an extra half hour added to their commute. 
 
MONTY:  If it takes you a ½ hour to drive 5 miles you’re walking it. 
 
McNALLY:  The problem is there’s no five miles there. 
 
POLITI: Alright, any other discussion on this second bridge?  All in favor, against – thank you.  
Go ahead Judy. 

 
10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD CONTRACT 

TO SUNBELT RENTALS IN THE AMOUNT OF $359,600.00, FOR A TEMPORARY 
BRIDGE SUPERSTRUCTURE WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM BRIDGE BOND AND 
BUDGETED FUNDS.  DeLoria, Morrow 
 

11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID FOR 
A JIB CRANE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.  Morrow, Monty 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chairman – I. Tyler     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, August 19, 2019 
 

NO RESOLUTIONS 
 

FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 
Chairman – T. Scozzafava     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, August 19, 2019 
 

12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF TERRI NORTHUP, 
DIRECTOR OF REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES FOR A SIX YEAR TERM.  
DeZalia, Scozzafava 

POLITI: Comments or discussion? 
 
PALMER: Just so you understand this you appointed Terri to fill out Charli’s position.  Charli’s 
position has ended so now you have to renew hers but the important thing to remember in that 
is the six month probationary period started from the original appointment and carries over 
through the second appointment so you still are within that six month probationary period. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor, opposed – thank you. 

 
13. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND SUPPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

CONSERVATION AND THE NEW YORK STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE 
FOR APPEALING TREE CUTTING IN THE ADIRONDACK PARK AND ALSO 
ENCOURAGING THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION TO MOVE FORWARD 
WITH A HIATUS ON WORK ON PUBLIC LANDS IN THE ADIRONDACK PARK THAT 
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INVOLVE TREE CUTTING UNTIL SUCH TIME THE COURTS HAVE DEFINED WHAT 
THE REQUIREMENTS WILL BE.  Gillilland, unanimous  

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONSULTING AGREEMENT WITH ADIRONDACK 
RESEARCH, LLC IN REFERENCE TO MAPPING ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
BROADBAND BUILD OUT FOR ESSEX COUNTY IN THE AMOUNT OF $3500.00, 
WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM CONTINGENCY.  Merrihew, Wilson 
 

15. RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2020 LAKE CHAMPLAIN LAKE GEORGE 
REGIONAL PLANNING BOARD BUDGET.  Jackson, Tyler 
 

16. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF STEPHEN ST. DENNIS.  
Merrihew, unanimous 
 

17. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF THADDEUS LEWIS.  Monty, 
unanimous 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A GRANT OF 

EASEMENT ON BEHALF OF ESSEX COUNTY TO NIAGARA MOHAWK POWER 
CORPORATION AND VERIZON NEW YORK, INC. GRANTING AN EASEMENT AND 
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR THE INSTALLATION OF AN OVERHEAD POWERLINE 
EXTENDING ACROSS LANDS OWNED BY ESSEX COUNTY BEARING TAX MAP 
NO. 125.1-1-27.000 AND 125.1-1-21.110 LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF NORTH 
HUDSON, ESSEX COUNTY, NEW YORK FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROVIDING 
ELECTRICAL POWER TO THE LANDS OF PARADOX BREWERY LLC  Morrow, 
DeZalia 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
MANNING:  I’ve given all of you a small map that shows where the easement is. If you look in 
the center of the map you’ll see the circle up here in the top, the dotted line that goes south to 
another circle that’s the area of the easement those little dotted lines.  Where the dotted lines go 
to the circle there’s a square a dark square box, that is the property of Paradox Brewery above 
that is a small funky little piece of property it’s only about 300 x 200. The APA made us carve 
that out. That was originally going to go to Paradox anyway but they made us carve that out 
because it was in a different land use classification and we would have had to go through the 
permitting process so we carved that out.  We own that small piece of property and there’s not 
much of anything we can do with it.  Where it says, Frontier Town Road that area is a road 
above that you’ll see a pole with a little circle that’s on property, about 1.5 acres of property that 
we own that area.   
I got a frantic call from Paradox Brewery about a week ago Paul Mrocka saying that we’ve got to 
grant an easement, we’ve got to grant an easement the German’s are coming to install our 
equipment and I need power so as he always does, it’s like a last minute thing so I’m like okay, 
let me see what I can do. I’ve looked at this and I’ve spoken with Shaun, I’ve spoken to 
Stephanie on the one piece of property really isn’t of any value to us unless there’s oil or gold 
under there. The other piece the 1.5 acre parcel that pole already exists so all we are running is 
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an electric line above ground from one pole to the next and apparently this is vital to Paradox 
Brewery’s operations and get them moving right away so that’s where it is. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone have any comments? 
 
TYLER: Would the county be planning in the future to go through that process to replenish that 
land? 
 
MANNING:  Probably not that piece is very, very small and I don’t know what you would do with 
it and I believe a lot of it is wetland.  The piece to the north of the Frontier Town Road would be 
more of a concern to me if the pole didn’t already exist but there’s already a pole there with an 
easement and it’s at the very edge of the property so it doesn’t really impact that either. 
 
POLITI: So it’s an overhead line? 
 
MANNING: It’s an overhead line. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: These are common. I deal with this a lot and you know to get primary there that 
should be beneficial to our property down the road but this is the first step, this guy is in for a 
long haul because by the time they get there it’s going to be another month and a half out. 
 
MANNING: Yeah, I’m not sure because I was a little bit perturbed that he needed this last 
minute and he said, oh we’ve been working on this for years.  So I think he has done everything 
and I’ve spoken to power company also they seem to think that this is – so Paradox is going to 
be a viable and important business to us so I think it’s worth it. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? 
 
MONTY: I’m all for it but I’m just wondering are we going to charge National Grid like they are 
charging some of the Broadband providers the $15,000 per pole? 
 
PALMER:  You could but they would just pass it onto Paradox. 
 
MONTY:  You’re right.  Just a thought. 
 
MANNING:  Or they would say, I’m sorry no electricity. 
 
POLITI: Anyone else?  All in favor, opposed – thank you. 

 
19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A 

CONTRACT TO ALPINE CONSTRUCTION, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,238,209.00, 
FOR THE LOBDELL LANE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF 
ELIZABETHTOWN WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM FEMA.  Merrihew, Monty 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
PALMER: We had like four bids on this thing and they were all within $50,000. 
 
JACKSON: Wow. 
 
POLITI:  Any comments?  All in favor, opposed – thank you. 
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Any resolutions from the floor? 
 
TYLER:  I’ve got an issue with two properties in Westport maybe give Mr. Diskin the floor to 
answer any questions that I can’t answer for these two properties? 
 
POLITI:  Absolutely. 
 
TYLER: One of them on County Route 10, I’d like to take these off the tax auction.  It’s – 
 
POLITI:  You’re taking them out of the sale?  Is that what you’re saying? 
 
TYLER:  Yes.  They owe $185.00 on it.  It’s right next to the church in Wadhams and all they 
want to do is put another driveway up through the base of it.  You can’t do anything with the 
property anyway. 
 
DISKIN:  The property is less than a tenth of an acre it’s probably no more than a couple 
hundred feet by a couple hundred feet it’s just on the side of it it’s really not to any use of 
anybody else.  I don’t know if the county is allowed to give it to a church or we have to give it to 
the town? 
 
POLITI: I think you can give it to the town. 
 
MANNING:  You can definitely give it to the town. 
 
MONTY: Then the town can give it to the church right? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Right. 
 
TYLER: We’ll take that. 
 
DISKIN: I don’t see where it is going to be any value in the auction. 
 
MANNING: Are they paying the taxes? 
 
DISKIN:  What’s that? 
 
MANNING: Do they owe $185? 
 
DISKIN:  A total of $185 for three years.  $150 of it was in the filing fee so you can see it’s not a 
very –  
 
POLITI: Ike do you have a tax map number on that? 
 
TYLER: I do. 
 
POLITI:  For the record please. 
 
DISKIN: We can give a copy of it to Judy as well. 
 
MANNING:  So a private individual owns it? 
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DISKIN: Yeah it was owned by the name there somewhere Ike? 
 
TYLER:  James Muller 
 
DISKIN: James Muller was the owner. 
 
MANNING: And there’s $185 owed in taxes is that what it is? 
 
DISKIN:  $185 is what would be owed in September when we sold it. 
 
POLITI: And that represents how long? 
 
DISKIN: Three years I believe. 
 
POLITI: Three years? 
 
TYLER:  Three years. 
 
McNALLY:  Is it too late for these people to buy this back? 
 
DISKIN:  The resolution would say it would be contingent on the owner not coming back before 
September 11th. 
 
POLITI: Alright the next parcel? 
 
TYLER: This one is a little more confusing. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Do you want a motion on this one? 
 
PALMER: Let’s see if we can put them together. 
 
MANNING:  Wait a minute Mike I’m just trying to get this straight contingent upon the owner? 
 
DISKIN: The owner not coming back before September 11th I think you have to give them a right 
to come back. 
 
MANNING:  Oh, okay I thought this was going back to the owner I was going to say he is going 
to have to pay the taxes. 
 
DISKIN: No contingent upon the owner not showing up and wanting to buy it back. 
 
MONTY:  We are not moving them individually?  I’ll make a motion to move this. 
 
MANNING: You can put them altogether. 
 
POLITI: I was going to put them together now I guess it’s getting more complicated according to 
Ike. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Are we pulling the first one? 
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MANNING:  Do them one at a time because you may disagree. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Right, pull this first parcel and we’re going to turn it over to the town.  Is that 
what we’re doing here? 
 
DISKIN:  Yes. 
 
POLITI: So Ike do you want to move the resolution? 
 
TYLER: I will move that. 
 
POLITI:  To take it out of the sale. 
 
MANNING: Can I ask another question?  I don’t want to belabor this thing so we’re going to do 
that now? 
 
DISKIN:  It has to go to the full board next week but what I was going to say is we would remove 
it pending the owner not coming back. 
 
PALMER: The original owner not redeeming. 
 
DISKIN: It wouldn’t be pulled until after the deadline for them to come. 
 
MANNING: Okay got it. 
 
DISKIN: We don’t want to get in trouble selling a property when he still has a chance to redeem 
it. 
 
MANNING:  Okay, I just wanted to make sure. 
 
TYLER: I’ll move that. 
 
POLITI:  Do you want to second that Jim? 
 
MONTY:  Yes. 
 

20. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO REMOVE PARCEL FROM THE UPCOMING TAX 
SALE AUCTION IN THE TOWN OF WESTPORT, BEARING TAX MAP NO. 57.56-1-
14.000, CONTINGENT UPON THE OWNER NOT REPURCHASING THE PARCEL 
PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 11, 2019.  Tyler, Monty 

POLITI:  All in favor, thank you.  You have that Judy? 
 
GARRISON: Yes, thank you. 
 
TYLER:  The next property is on 31 Front Street, .25 acres and it’s next to Housing Assistance 
Program, Essex County property at 29 Front Street.  Do you want to give a little history on this 
one? 
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DISKIN: Yes this one was a split and it was inadvertedly split I’m not sure from what I 
understand talking to the Assessor over there, there was a split that wasn’t supposed to 
happen. Originally it was owned by the same people and then the Housing Authority got a hold 
of the piece with the house on it for this little vacant land which is a quarter of an acre next to it, 
really doesn’t have much value without the other house somebody bought it but they turned it 
back in they didn’t do anything with it. 
 
POLITI:  And how long? 
 
DISKIN:  Three years of taxes on it. 
 
POLITI:  How much is owed? 
 
TYLER:  Almost $2,000. 
 
DISKIN:  It might be advisable to give it to the Housing Authority? 
 
POLITI: Well that’s what I’m going to ask.  Are you proposing that? 
 
TYLER:  Yes to go back to the Housing so now it makes it one piece of property where it was 
before for some reason it was split and no one understands why. 
 
POLITI:  Okay so it’s the same conditions? 
 
TYLER:  Yes. 
 
POLITI:  This would pass to the Housing Authority subject to the owner not coming back. 
 
TYLER: Right. 
 
DISKIN: Can we legally give it to the Housing Authority? 
 
MANNING: Does the Housing Authority own the adjoining property? 
 
DISKIN: Yes. 
 
MANNING: Or does a private person? 
 
DISKIN: The bill goes to the Housing Authority the deed is still in the Housing Authority’s name. 
 
MANNING: No but there’s two pieces of property one is actually owned by the Housing 
Authority it’s not something that they are doing a project on. 
 
DISKIN: No, no it’s actually owned by them right now. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They would pay the taxes due I assume? 
 
DISKIN:  I assume that the Housing Authority would. 
 
POLITI:  Are we talking about the property going to the town? 
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TYLER: No 
 
POLITI: Or going directly to the Housing Authority? 
 
DISKIN:  Going to the Housing Assistance Program of Essex County. 
 
POLITI: Alright. 
 
PALMER: Can we do that Dan? 
 
MANNING: I don’t think so. 
 
TYLER:  We are righting a wrong. 
 
MANNING: I’m just figuring out a way how to do it. 
 
DISKIN: I’m just wondering if we can give it to the Housing Authority. 
 
MANNING:  That’s the thing I don’t know if we can give it to them. 
 
POLITI:  We can definitely give it to the town. 
 
MANNING:  72h provides we can give property to any municipalities or departments and other 
Governmental entities, Housing Authority is a private, non-for profit so they are not within that so 
I don’t know if we can give that to them. 
 
McNALLY: Just give it to Westport and let them deal with it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The Housing Authority, somebody should pay those taxes. 
 
MANNING:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Absolutely be it Westport or – when we took the property next to the Water 
Treatment plant we paid full taxes that were due on it. 
 
MANNING: How much is it assessed for Mike? 
 
DISKIN: I don’t have the assessment.  I know it’s only owed $1900. 
 
TYLER: Three years, owes $1900. 
 
POLITI:  Ike have you spoken with the Housing Authority? 
 
TYLER: I have not but I believe my Code Officer has. 
 
POLITI: The question is, will they be willing to pay the back taxes? 
 
TYLER: I don’t know.  All we were trying to do is right a wrong that was done somebody did it, it 
wasn’t the town that did it. 
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MANNING: Did we look at the deed? Who separated it and why was it separated? 
 
DISKIN: I haven’t looked into it. I don’t know. 
 
TYLER:  We can’t find that out why it was separated. There’s nothing in writing. 
 
DISKIN:  At some point it was split. 
 
POLITI:  Do you want to find it and get this information before regular board. 
 
DISKIN: Yes we can put this off. 
 
POLITI: Try and find out the information.  Alright, is that okay with you? 
 
TYLER:  Yes. 
 
POLITI:  Who is next? 
 
GILLILLAND: I would like a resolution of condolence to the family of our colleague, Davina 
Winemiller of St. Armand who recently lost her mother, she passed away. 
 
POLITI:   Our condolences, I wasn’t aware of it. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF HELEN SMITH.  Gillilland, 
unanimous 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you. Also, reminder that the NYSAC is having their meeting down in the 
Catskills, 16 – 18 of September.  I’ll be going and in talking to the Catskills County about this 
tree cutting issue among other things and if any other supervisors that are interested in going to 
this event just let Judy know.  Thank you. 
 
POLITI: Anyone else? 
 
JACKSON:  Yes, last year we passed a resolution to authorize the purchase of a vehicle, a fly 
car for the EMS group and bids are coming in a little bit higher so I’d like to raise that amount.  
Right now we are just under $4,000, I’d like to give it a little cushion and say up to $5,000 in 
addition to the original amount. 
 
PALMER:  Which was $41,000. 
 
JACKSON:  Forty-one originally. 
 
POLITI: So you want to amend the original resolution? 
 
JACKSON: Correct. 
 
POLITI: That’s a motion on the floor, Mr. Merrihew second.  All in favor of that amendment? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: What are we buying? 
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JACKSON:  A Tahoe. 
 

21. RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #204, OF AUGUST 5, 2019, FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF A MEDIC CAR FIRST RESPONSE IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,000.  
Monty, Giordano 

 
POLITI: Motion to approve the resolution as amended.  Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Giordano.  
Thank you.  Anyone else? 
 
GIORDANO:  I spoke with Linda Beers this morning. She passed out a flyer it’s in everyone’s 
mailbox.  She just wanted to add as a reminder that the Health Department is putting on a forum 
their second one for the summer on tick borne diseases and this will be in Ticonderoga on 
September 11 at 7 pm.  The last one was well attended I think she had about 100 participants in 
Essex. 
 
JACKSON:  It was great.  It really, really was a ton of information more than you ever wanted to 
know about ticks I can tell you that. They are really scary. 
 
MARNELL:  Just a question on the resolution amending the contract with Schoder Association 
the structural County Agricultural Center.  The email we got from Jim there’s a chance that’s 
going to be tore down possibly?   
 
PALMER: We haven’t decided that but either way you would have to know one way or another 
what the structural issue would be. 
 
MARNELL:  It hasn’t been done. 
 
PALMER:  Right. 
 
POLITI: Anyone else? 
 
PALMER: I have a couple.  I need a resolution authorizing an emergency purchase for a 
remanufactured transformer on Little Whiteface. The current transformers up there, all of them 
not only ours but ORDA’s as well are apparently emitting toxic gas and had been ordered to be 
replaced. We can take the – we’re going to purchase it from ORDA right?  They are purchasing 
and we’re going to reimburse them for that.  I think that’s what we looked at. Aaron Kellett is 
going to actually purchase the ones that they need and they are going to order another one for 
what we need. 
 
POLITI:  That makes sense. 
 
PALMER:  We don’t know the exact cost of the remanufactured ones a new one is $15,000 so it 
would be less than that and we’ll take the funding out of the radio project funding. 
 
MANNING:  In an amount up to? 
 
PALMER: Well I know it’s less than $15,000. 
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MANNING: Do you want to say less than $20,000 just to be sure? 
 
PALMER: I think $15,000 is safe. 
 
MANNING: And it’s an emergency purchase because we absolutely have to have it? 
 
PALMER:  Yes it’s been ordered to be replaced. 
 
POLITI:  We have a motion by Mr. Monty, do I have a second?  Mr. Holzer.  Comments or 
discussion? 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A 
TRANSFORMER TO REPLACE THE TRANSFORMER ON LITTLE WHITEFACE IN AN 
AMOUNT UP TO $15,000.00, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE RADIO PROJECT.  
Monty, Holzer. 
 
JACKSON: I don’t see where we have much choice? 
 
PALMER: Yeah, those transformers are definitely an issue. I mean there seems to be some 
reason why their coils are getting overheated and they are emitting toxic gas out of those coils. 
 
HOLZER:  Quick question – where is the funds coming from? 
 
PALMER:  Out of the radio project we still have funding left over in the radio project. 
 
POLITI: Any other discussion?  All those in favor, opposed – thank you. 
 
PALMER: And the other one I have is the resolution authorizing the nursing position in Public 
Health.  I know Steph had a number of questions.  Maybe we could ask Mike to come up just to 
address those concerns. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Good morning.  Ms. Beers couldn’t be here today and asked that we brought 
this resolution for consideration for the board in terms of a new position of a RN.  Recently we 
received an allocation from the Office of Children and Family Services for $50,000 over a five-
year period.  Ms. DeZalia had a couple good questions I’ll try to address those as we go on.  
You’re correct, it says that the allocation needs to be renewed on an annual basis and that’s 
true although almost any funds that we receive through the State it’s the maximum level of 
commitment I think we’ll ever get from Federal and State knowing that they can back out at any 
time is absolutely an option for them in terms of every capital project you do or any service we 
do that contract language it’s always going to be dependent upon allocating funds over an 
annual basis.  Again, their budget is much like ours our annual document and you can’t commit 
future boards or legislatures to fund their committee going forward in the future so you’re 
absolutely right about that it is dependent upon annual reoccurring allocation but that’s the best 
we’re going to get out of that. 
 
PALMER: And to address that we always flag these positions in the system that they are funded 
by either grant or allocation and if the grant or allocation ends the position ends. 
 
POLITI:  So the job is contingent – 
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MASCARENAS:  Yeah, the job is contingent upon this allocation moving forward and I think at 
that time what the opportunity really is here for us to improve our service provision.  You know, 
you probably hear me say frequently you hear in Human Services that part of the struggle in a 
rural area is service provision having access to services. Recently we’ve seen our increase in 
foster care just boom, spiral out of control.  In the two years that I’ve been Commissioner we’ve 
seen 100% increase in foster care that’s just unheard of in terms of what’s happening in our 
county and a lot of that is due to lack of service provision quite frankly.  I mean we have a 
growing substance abuse issue.  I frequently get asked about the opioid epidemic that plays a 
role in it but I’ll never commit in saying that’s the only reason because it’s simply not true.  
Substance abuse is a problem and alcohol is still a problem right?  And if we knew the numbers 
it would probably be the largest contributing factor would still be alcohol but substance abuse in 
general is driving our placements in foster care with that being said, these funds I think give us 
the ability to detect problems on the front end and early prevention and start getting involved in 
families lives so if CPS call were to come in and drug and substance abuse was noted as an 
issue we would be able to bring in a medical professional and develop a plan of safe care for 
these individuals now that can accomplish two things, that can potentially prevent placement 
period which would not only save us a ton of money on the back end but it would also provide 
the least amount of trauma for children and families so that’s a win-win.  Or we could shorten 
our lengths of stays. Where lack of service provision have been you see length of stays 
increase with children so if you have a child in foster care your goal is always to return to parent, 
your initial goal when we have a child that we take into care but unfortunately it doesn’t always 
happen and a lot of times that lack of service provision or treatment option in a community is the 
reason why length of stays increase so we see them here twelve months, we see them here for 
eighteen months which is playing to our totals and numbers. 
 
POLITI:  So you’re endorsing a resolution? 
 
MASCARENAS: I’m absolutely endorsing this. I believe it’s a good opportunity at a minimum 
exposure for us as a county to try. I think we absolutely need to try and if we can even pull our 
numbers down a little bit it will more than pay for itself after year five. 
 
POLITI:  Were there other questions that need to be answered? 
 
MASCARENAS:  She did have some. 
 
POLITI: Do I have a mover of this resolution? 
 
MANNING:  Could we restate the resolution in full so I know exactly how much? 
 
MASCAREANS:  Essentially Mr. Manning it’s approving a new RN position in the Public Health 
Department and the old, LPN position will be abolished. 
 
PALMER:  A part-time RN is getting eliminated. 
 
MANNING: Okay how much? 
 
MASCARENAS: We currently have $75,000 in funds between the $50,000 and the abolishing of 
the LPN position.  I mean whether the person receives full time health care benefits will drive 
the ultimate costs of the employee but it shouldn’t exceed $80,000 total even if they were to 
take that. 
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POLITI:  Contingent resolution moved by Mr. Harrington, second by Mr. Monty. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO RECLASSIFY A PART TIME LPN POSITION IN THE 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO A FULL TIME PUBLIC HEALTH RN, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $50,000 PER YEAR.  Harrington, Monty 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
MONTY: I do want to add that we had a lengthy discussion at the BRIEF meeting that Terri 
Morse has put together a group looking into mental health for families in Essex County primarily 
starting with children and with the upcoming and continuing heroin and opioid epidemic there’s a 
lot of need for this and collaboration with the school districts and a lot of providers within the 
county this is going to be an incredible opportunity for them to step up and help direct people to 
services.  So long term I can see a big savings for the county and I fully support it. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? 
 
TYLER:  Is this a five-year program for $80,000? 
 
POLITI:  Yes. 
 
TYLER:  I’m not saying I think this is probably needed but after the five-year it will be ours to 
finance right? 
 
PALMER:  No the position is based upon the allocation that is provided.  If the allocation ends, 
the position ends that’s the way it’s – 
 
POLITI: It’s up to five years right? 
 
PALMER: Yeah, up to five years. 
 
TYLER:  This isn’t going to be one of those things where they are going to give us money 
originally then after five years we are going to take it over? 
 
PALMER:  No, it’s not.  Again, my guess is if the program manages to cut back on some of 
these foster care expenses that the State would probably renew the allocation and again you’ve 
got to understand there’s a difference between what’s a grant and what’s an allocation.  An 
allocation is really the State looking at a problem and saying we’re going to provide you with this 
amount of money and we’re going to allocate it over the next five years and then they revaluate 
during that period whether it works or not and then they make a determination as to whether to 
continue the allocation. 
 
HARRINGTON: One of the greatest paybacks for society is services for pre-school children and 
when these pre-school children are eligible for special education services approximately 85% of 
these children become declassified as special ed students if they are provided the necessary 
services including health. 
 
DEZALIA:  I guess my biggest questions were the description of this nurse fits a lot of much like 
our MOMS program and by what your email says the problem is with drug addiction or 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, August 26, 2019  20 
 
addictions nothing in here talks about dads for one and what their services are going to be?  It’s 
all post-partum, anti-partum, newborn, pediatric what about the dads?  And also the minimum 
requirements is an associate’s degree and I’d like of the record that we’re paying someone for 
an associate’s degree more than we pay our caseworkers who are required to have a 
bachelor’s degree and this person will be working with our caseworkers, right?  Solely?  Or is it 
going to be down in Public Health? 
 
MASCARENAS:  It’s going to be a split individual. We’re going to have them approximately 17 
½ hours a week and then the other 17 ½ hours a week they will be doing some of this other 
work you see listed in terms of public health needs because there is a part-time employee down 
there now that’s an LPN that is doing that work now and that we’re going to reimburse them that 
rate that we were provided in terms of the State to do that for us. 
 
DEZALIA:  So there is somebody in that position that is going to be cut? 
 
MASCARENAS:  There is a retiree that’s there now. Linda had spoke to us about that and 
apparently has spoke to the employee previously so they are well aware. 
 
DEZALIA:  So they will retire? 
 
MASCARENAS: They are retired currently. 
 
PALMER: They are retired. 
 
MASCARENAS:  A current retiree that’s is back in there they are not in a part-time they are in a 
per diem so currently she’s utilizing this individual as needed but will not need the per diem 
moving forward with the full time employee. 
 
POLITI: So there’s no salary issue between caseworkers and – 
 
PALMER: Well again that’s an overall issue that again you have to understand that the grades 
are determined actually the grading system was put in place back in the 1980’s and when you 
start to look at those things and you start making adjustments to one grade you almost always 
impact every other grade so to speak so it’s hard to make those determinations in a vacuum so 
to speak.  My understanding is the individual that’s interested in this position and it’s hard 
recruiting both RN’s and caseworkers it’s difficult but the one that’s looking at it does have a 
bachelor’s degree now.  Our public heath RN nurses have bachelor’s degrees as well so again, 
the pay scale is something you have to be real cautious about when in terms of changing one 
because it’s a huge roll off effect. 
 
DEZALIA:  I think we just need to think about the fact that we can’t fill these higher positions that  
require master’s and bachelor’s and maybe we need to look at that. 
 
PALMER: That’s a big number when it starts rolling. 
 
POLITI:  Any other discussion?   
 
MARNELL:  Mike did you say alcohol is a contributing factor? 
 
MASCARENAS:  Absolutely because I think alcohol is legal and that we often forget about the 
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impact it has on youth and families in our region and is typically the biggest issue in homes 
right?  Is alcohol abuse.  I mean again, heroin, opioids they get all the media attention but truth 
be known alcohol is still the drug of choice for almost every individual and it has been for quite 
some time so yes, absolutely and rehabilitation or lack thereof in our county, lack of AA 
meetings, lack of providers that people can meet with has been an ongoing issue.  I mean when 
we’re having to send people to Albany, transportation becomes an issue I could go on and on.  I 
don’t want to waste anymore of your time but it is certainly a big problem. 
 
MARNELL: But we offer tax breaks and loans for breweries and distilleries they would be a 
good spot there to reserve a portion of that money for our people such as this if they needed but 
we do push it and think it’s a great thing but on the other hand it’s not a great thing. 
 
POLITI: Anyone else?  All those in favor, opposed – thank you.  Other resolutions from the 
floor? 
 
MERRIHEW: A resolution of congratulations to Joe Provoncha, Essex County Clerk for 
achieving the actionable donor designation share of 55.4% one of the highest in the states. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO HONORABLE JOSEPH PROVONCHA, ESSEX 
COUNTY CLERK, UPON HIS OFFICE ACHIEVING AN ACTIONABLE DONOR 
DESIGNATION SHARE OF 55.4% OF ESSEX COUNTY’S POPULATION MAKING 
DONATIOIN OF LIFE ORGAN AND TISSUE IN THE EVENT OF DEATH.  Merrihew, 
unanimous 
 
JACKSON:  Not a resolution but a question for Judy.  A couple people asked questions about 
EMS when we were coming out, does everyone get the minutes from the EMS meetings. 
 
GARRISON:  Yes, Dina sends them out. 
 
JACKSON: I think the meeting today was very good we covered a lot of territory.  If you look 
through that I think will answer most of your questions if not at Human Services we can bring it 
up and talk about any questions that were there but a real good meeting today we covered a lot 
of territory and just remember that what we’re doing is we’re an implementation committee but 
the goals are set by a previous committee but this committee now is an implementation. We are 
trying to get the phase one done.  I’m not planning for phase two but we’re making pretty good 
progress. 
 
POLITI:  Thank you. 
 
MARNELL:  We have a waste water treatment plant operator and he’s been there for years and 
he’s retiring in October so three years ago I hired another individual he’s educated, went to all 
the schools and today I got a letter from him I heard about it but he’s going to resign, he’s 
moving on so we are in dire need of a wastewater treatment plant operator if you’ve got 
anybody? 
 
JACKSON: One other thing Charlie brought up I believe a month ago about the State changing 
the regulations on sewer plants for phosphorus, ammonia and basically made you start over or 
pretty close to starting over on your thing and it’s predicted at that time I mean now we’ve gotten 
a note from DEC that they are coming around and they want to talk us about our existing plants.  
They are basically cutting the phosphorus limits that they allow almost down to a quarter, 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, August 26, 2019  22 
 
between a third and a quarter of what they have now and it’s going to be a very expensive fix 
I’m afraid.  We haven’t started talking costs and I haven’t heard anything about funding so I’m 
sure it will be on our tax payers.  Those of us with sewer plants at this are going to get whacked 
pretty good I’m afraid before all is said and done.  I did respond to it and Basil Seggos is very 
happy to have me meet with some people in Albany so Tom, if you’re available at that time I’d 
like to have two people rather than one to go down to talk on how it’s going to affect our towns. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We just had to close our beach yesterday once again, one of our beaches 
because of blue green algae and we have a waste water treatment plant, $15 million dollar plant 
that’s ten years that does a good job of reducing phosphates but now they want even more 
reduction. The bottom line is our issues are coming from the south of the Crown Point bridge, 
it’s coming from some of the farms in that area and Roby and I had a discussion this morning 
you know, if Vermont doesn’t do anything and we’re paying the price on the New York side, I’m 
talking the Lake Champlain area I mean it’s ridiculous all of our local taxpayers or people in 
those districts have to pay these costs when you’re on a body of water that two states border 
and they aren’t doing anything. 
 
TYLER:  We are ¾ of a way on a project in Wadhams for 55 users there doing a $1.4 million 
dollar project for disinfection and now the State, we just had a very fun conversation with the 
State last week, you should have been there about the phosphorus levels and not only that but 
the EPA with ammonia levels that’s a new one coming out and I told them what’s going to be 
next?  What’s the next big thing coming up? Well, there probably won’t be another one.  I said, 
yeah, until the next one so the bottom line is all of our little plants we just put millions of dollars 
in the Westport plant twelve years ago we can’t even get them paid for the projects and they 
want to come back and make us do more.  It’s crazy.  It’s ludicrous. 
 
POLITI:  I know that this is an Albany issue probably but has anyone discussed this with 
Stegemann? 
 
TYLER: My next step. 
 
JACKSON:  The guy that sent the letter, it’s his deputy so my email got copied out to 
Stegemann. 
 
POLITI:  Does it make sense to have him come to this board and we have this discussion with 
regard to, you know it puts him on the spot. 
 
WINEMILLER: Absolutely, I agree completely. 
 
GILLILLAND: I’ll invite him. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: He’s taking his direction from Albany. 
 
POLITI:  I realize that but you know what at least he hears it from us. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We just need to make a unified stance in here and say, you know what we’re 
not doing it. We can’t afford to do this any longer. We’re not doing it.  Do what you need to do to 
us.  I mean, seriously because this is insane and it’s never going to end. Somebody just pointed 
out we all are carrying huge debts and paying debt service on these plants that have just been 
replaced within the last ten years and now they are just piling more and more on.  I mean you 
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can only absorb so much debt when you have a few users out there.  It’s crazy. 
 
POLITI:  Well I had mentioned to Tom I’m going to meet with Schumer on Thursday because he 
is in the area and I will raise that issue with him about a meeting of collaborate effort between 
New York and Vermont but we’ll see what happens. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Vermont is under their EPA consent order but they don’t seem to be moving in 
the right direction. 
 
TYLER: The issue I made with them is what we talked about here before 95% of the 
phosphorus problem comes from farms and the 5% comes from our plants.  We have studies 
that indicated that so they are trying to fix the 5% and leave the 95% alone is just nuts. They are 
nuts down there. 
 
POLITI: It doesn’t make sense. 
 
WINEMILLER: I just wanted to say we got our letter too. They want us to drop, our average is 
3.4, they want us to drop to 1.  I had a brief conversation with my waste water treatment 
operator that equates to approximately $25,000 additionally in chemicals and that doesn’t even 
touch changing our four year old, $5.4 million dollar waste water treatment plant and our 
chemical feed system that we need to upgrade so now this is the second order on consent that 
we have gotten since our new plant came online in 2017.  The first one was for disinfection 
which we’re still under and now we’re getting phosphorus. 
 
POLITI: Look there’s only strength in numbers so if everybody, every town said we’re not doing 
it. 
 
TYLER: That’s right. 
 
PALMER:  You need a Joyce Morency resolution. 
 
WINEMILLER: I will make that resolution. 
 
GILLILLAND:  We can do that resolution at the board.  I will talk with Mr. Stegemann. I have yet 
to get Streeter on the phone because it effects mine.  I have to go down to .5 and that’s 
impossible with a newly improved, new technology plant and after they approved it and stuff 
they dropped it to .5 so let me talk to Streeter and Stegemann and stuff maybe next week- 
 
POLITI: Have you talked to the Association of Counties? 
 
GILLILLAND: I have not talked to the Association of Counties on that yet. 
 
POLITI: Okay that might be a good step. 
 
GILLILLAND: Alright, will do. 
 
POLITI: You know I find that DEC will react if you just take a stance that we’re not doing it. 
 
GILLILLAND: I will call Betty and Dan as well. 
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TYLER: I agree with you. 
 
MORROW: Nothing has changed and it’s not only sewer plants, it’s water plants also. Fifteen 
years ago we had a we still do have a little over one hundred houses in the Port Kent water 
district that use water from the town that we supply them.  In their smart move New York State 
said your system which is an underground, safe spring system could be subject to surface water 
you need to change that, I’m not going to allow you to do that. I fought them.  It did not work and 
we tried drilling, we drilled five wells now our underground spring water that could be subject to 
surface water when our wells didn’t turn out guess where the State of New York draw water 
from?  Lake Champlain. We got two, six-hundred foot water lines bringing water in from Lake 
Champlain and we were perfectly fine with our water plant that we had but we had to build a 
brand new $8.1 million dollar water plant. Now you can imagine, you are saying about paying 
the taxes, tax payers can’t pay it and everything can you imagine 100 families paying and they 
are all using water in that district a $8.1 million dollar project?  And what is and I argued this with 
the State I really did and the way I talk I argued it bad and I said, pardon my language who the 
hell is the biggest pollutant than Vermont like they are doing right now they are dropping sewer 
in there all the time yet you’re making us go out to Lake Champlain and avoiding our little spring 
system?  It’s terrible.  I can’t wait for four months to be done. 
 
JACKSON:  Four months, five days. 
 
MORROW:  Okay Ron thanks. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? 
 
HARRINGTON:   Yes.  Take a ride up Route 22a on the Vermont side and you will see that 
these large farms are expanding the numbers that they can for cows.  I wish that they were 
doing the same thing with their manure management and I’m afraid that they are not. 
 
POLITI:  I have seen it. 
 
MARNELL:  We had the State official at the water treatment plant last week or so we have three 
tanks, three towers reserve towers now that water, once in a while they do overfill the valve 
malfunctions but it only happens rarely now you have to de chlorinate that water now you have 
to add a unit on there and put these capsules in it so any water that comes out of the tank which 
is pure drinking water before it goes underground it has to be de chlorinated so I said what 
about people watering their lawns? What about my golf course?  Oh, you water your golf course 
with town water?  Yes.  You can see it is getting more stupid as the time goes on, pure drinking 
water. 
 
POLITI: It’s not going to stop. Anyone else? 
 
GILLILLAND: Just say no. 
 
MANNING: I have just two quick resolutions.  Last week I sent you a letter on it looks as though, 
as you recall two or three years ago we defended a law suit regarding the taxation of fiber optic 
cables, underground fiber optic cables.  There’s a whole slew of them that run along Lake 
Champlain through Westport, Crown Point all the way through for the transmission of – 
 
JACKSON: All the way up the New York side. 
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MANNING: Yes, all the way I think it runs along the railroad tracks but anyway the owners Level 
3 brought a lawsuit challenging the process where we had been taxing those fiber optic cables 
as real property assessing a tax and collecting a tax and that had been going on for years and 
years we’ve always been doing that it’s been done throughout the State. They decided to pick 
on Essex County because we are small to initiate a lawsuit that would be statewide.  I was 
successful in savings us about five hundred grand they sought reimbursement of prior taxes for 
three years we’re good there and thereafter went to the Court of Appeals as to whether they 
could be taxed.  The Court of Appeals came down about two months ago saying that these fiber 
optic cables are real property and they should be taxed so we resumed taxing them.  Now 
what’s happening is these big companies and they have some fancy lawyers are trying their 
best to keep this issue alive and they are doing a run, they are going to the legislature to try to 
convince them to exempt these fiber optics cables under the definition of real property exempt 
them from real property and then thereby they would not be taxed again.  It looks as though this 
has been like fast tracked through the Senate they’ve already approved it.  It’s in the Assembly 
now and who know what’s going to happen so I’d like a resolution opposed any legislation that 
would tend to designate fiber optic cables other similar electric transmission lines that would 
exempt them. We want that to stay real property and we want it to continue to be taxed. 
 
RESOLUTION OPPOSING ANY STATE LEGISLATION INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 
ASSEMBLY BILL 8201/SENATE BILL 6511 WHICH SEEKS TO EXEMPT 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND FIBER OPTIC CABLES FROM TAXATION AS 
REAL PROPERTY UNDER RPTL §102(12)(i)  Scozzafava, unanimous  
 
MANNING: The other resolution is we need to amend the resolution which we did on North 
Country Community College approving their budget. We need to amend the amount to 
$15,154,295.00, and also make additional small tweaks to the capital project wording. 
 
POLITI: And the reason for the amendment? 
 
MANNING:  It was left out. 
 
POLITI:  What was left out? 
 
MANNING:  The property amount in the capital improvement. 
 
GARRISON: The amount for PELL. 
 
MANNING: And also the PELL. 
 
POLITI:  The PELL was left out 
 
MANNING: Yes and I’ll take a little credit for this these resolutions we do all the time I always 
check my resolutions but I thought oh, hell what can go wrong.  I didn’t check it as closely as I 
should have so – 
 
POLITI: Can I have a motion to amend that resolution? 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 193 OF JULY 1, 2019, TO READ:  
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2019-2020 NORTH COUNTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
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OPERATING BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,154,295.00 AND AUTHORIZING THE 
APPROPRIATION OF $1,240,000.00 IN THE 2020 ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET AS ESSEX 
COUNTY’S SPONSOR SHARE ($1,190,000.00 OPERATING AND $50,000.00 CAPTIAL 
FUND ACCOUNT)  Giordano, Morrow 
 
POLITI: Comments or discussion? 
 
PALMER: It doesn’t change anything you’re paying or what you committed to it’s the same 
amount. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor, I need a motion to approved the resolution as amended moved by Mr. 
Monty, seconded by Mr. Morrow.  Comments or discussion?  All in favor. 
 
MANNING: Okay and one last housekeeping matter we had a flurry of resolutions from the floor 
and I have to get all resolutions out by Wednesday so if you guys could either get to me or Judy 
the more specific information that would be great.  So Ike yours on the two tax map parcels get 
me that information so I can put it in the resolution. The fly car is okay we know that, 
transformers we got that the Public Health nurse thing that’s kind of all over the place I get the 
concept but I’ve got to put it in writing so if I could get that Mike.  Thanks. 
 
POLITI: Any other resolutions from the floor?  If not, we are adjourned. Thank you. 
 
DISKIN: I just wanted to let you know thanks to the IT department and county manager.  I went 
on the county website link this morning and right on the front page are all the tax foreclosure 
properties right to the catalog, right to the brochure all of them. 
 
POLITI: Thank you and that’s the way it should be.  Thank you. Thank you everyone. 
 
 As there was no further discussion at this ways and means meeting it was adjourned at 
11:10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 


