
Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, September 30, 2019 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Roby Politi, Chairperson 
Tom Scozzafava, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Politi called this Ways and Means Committee to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joe Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, 
Jim Monty, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Roy Holzer, Joe Pete Wilson, Michael Tyler, Davina 
Winemiller and Tom Scozzafava.     
 
Department heads present were:  Michael Diskin, Daniel Palmer, Dan Manning, Sue 
Montgomery-Corey and Judy Garrison.  
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan and Max Thwaits 
 
Also present:  Dan Tedford 
 
New media:  Sun News – Laura Achouatte 
 
 
POLITI:  I will call this ways and means committee to order please stand to salute the flag.  
Thank you.  Judy do you want to call the roll please.  Thank you.  At this time I’m going to invite 
our Treasurer, Mike Diskin up to talk about the recent auction so that you’ll all be aware. 
 
DISKIN:  Thank you Mr. Politi.  This morning I put results on everybody’s desk.  I apologize for 
not getting it out earlier there’s been some problems with getting the final report, not just on the 
auction company but part on our part as well and the actual final, final report will probably 
change from what I’ve given you now just a couple things changed on that and I just wanted to 
quickly tell you what those are.  Under the delinquencies the dollar amounts that were owed 
those are actually an error the delinquencies area actually a little higher. What they had done is 
used August figures when they should have used September figures.  We didn’t notice it until 
we got the final report on Friday so they’re working on getting that corrected and on page 5, 
there’s a parcel on there that should be added should be lot #79 in the Town of Moriah and I’ll 
give you an explanation as to why it wasn’t on the original, final report.  Originally at the auction 
it was purchased by someone who was an Internet bidder we had I believe about 25 internet 
bidders register for the auction out of a total of about 140 people who did register.  It was bought 
and then the guy had second thoughts about it cancelled his credit card which is how they pay 
for the purchase on the internet and didn’t want to buy it so the auctioneer. We didn’t find that 
out until the auction was over so the auctioneer came to we contacted the backup bidder, the 
backup bidder decided they didn’t want it they already bought some other properties so we 
thought we were going to be left this property to sell at the next auction.  Friday afternoon, late 
Friday afternoon this internet bidder contacted the auction company and said, is it too late to 
keep my bid?  I’ve decided I do want to keep it.   So definitely we took it because it was a 
decent bid, it was for $10,000 on a property that only owed about $5900, so I said absolutely let 
him get back in so we had to add that to the final report and that’s not on your list well, I wrote it 
in pen on the bottom you’ll see but when you get your actual, final report you’ll see that printed 
on there so that was added back in. So overall we sold all the properties except for two both of 
them had no road frontage.  I don’t like to say landlocked because I don’t think there any such 
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thing as a land lock property there’s a way to get to it but they didn’t get bids on so we’ll see 
what we can do about putting them back.  Actually these have been in this is the third auction 
they’ve been in and we haven’t been able to sell them so I’m not sure what we’re going to do 
with them.  Offer them to the neighbor for a dollar, see if they will buy them or we’ll keep 
perseverance and see if we can get rid of those.  If you look at the last page you’ll see that there 
was a net profit.  The exact dollar amount is going to be a little bit different than what’s on there 
but it’s going to be in the black which is good.  I calculated somewhere around $130,000, 
$139,000. Otherwise the auction went very well.  We only had three supervisors there. Mr. 
Scozzafava was there, Mr. Harrington was there and Mr. Marnell was there. 
 
POLITI: Were there any arrests? 
 
DISKIN: Close. 
 
POLITI:  Only an investigation on the supervisor from Moriah.  (laughter) 
 
DISKIN: No.  There is going to be one change on here.  One purchaser had discussion with the 
Supervisor Matt Towne and asked if he could opt out of buying it which we were glad to do for 
that person and we were going to contact the backup bidder. He agreed that he probably 
shouldn’t have bid on those properties and we’re going to give him his down payment back 
because we agreed not to accept his bid, we’ll go to the backup bidder and that will be hopefully 
on the final report when you get it.  Other than that I would take a look at them.  My suggestion 
would be to look at the names of the bidders if you have any concerns about the people who 
bought those properties in your town or any other town if you know of any issues with them 
please let us know. 
 
POLITI: Do you want to explain how it works going forward? 
 
DISKIN: Yes what I was getting at is we’ve asked supervisors to look at code violations in their 
towns and people who are buying properties who already have code violations so I wouldn’t be 
aware of those but you can look at those and possibly talk to your code officers and see if 
there’s any issues with anybody that’s buying any of these properties that they have concerns 
about but the final bids will come in next week we’ll come back to the board at the regular 
meeting and ask you to either approve or not approve any of the bids.  The ones that are 
approved then we’ll contact the bidders and let them know their bid has been accepted. 
 
POLITI: Any questions of Mike? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   A couple things I’ve attended just about every auction we’ve ever had and this 
auction went very well and I was pleased to see that there’s a whole new wave of bidders that 
are starting to come and are paying some pretty good prices for these properties.  I think this is 
one of the few times we’ve ever come out in the black after a tax sale. 
One of the other concerns that I had some discussion with Mike about which maybe we should 
think about for the next auction we do have a couple of individuals or at least one individual and 
what they do is they own a lot of property in the county and they let the taxes go right up to the 
point of foreclosure and then they will come in and they’ll pay all the taxes the issue there is that 
when they don’t pay those taxes for that two year, three year period we’re footing the bill 
because we’ve to make the schools whole, we have to make the towns, water, sewer, fire 
districts and so on so literally they are costing the county thousands of dollars by playing this 
game. So maybe in the future if they are delinquent on their tax even if it’s for a year or possibly 
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longer I think we need to take them into consideration before we allow them to bid again 
because that’s the game they play some of them as Mike knows. 
 
DISKIN: Well eventually we get all that back Tom plus more with interest. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You get it back if they are in that period of time that they are not paying these 
taxes the county is up fronting the money to the schools, the towns you know and then they just 
come back they pay the tax and then they come in and try to buy property all over again. 
 
POLITI: I think one of my concerns is that I think it’s interesting that twenty to twenty-five 
percent of the bidders were internet bidders and with internet bidders you aren’t going to know 
who’s bidding on the property for sure and it’s potentially a grey area with regard to your 
concern about certain individuals buying property Tom.  I don’t know how we get around that?  
That is a concern going forward. You’re going to get more and more and more internet bidders. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It’s not that there’s a flood of them out there.  I mean I’m aware of one at least 
and that’s the one that withdrawn. 
 
POLITI:  But had that person been an internet bidder you necessarily wouldn’t know. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We would recognize it by name. 
 
POLITI: Well it could have been an LLC you wouldn’t know. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Right there’s still a lot of cracks in the system but this time it seemed to go 
better than the past. 
 
MANNING: Tom that’s going to be a difficult situation to try and remedy because everybody has 
the same rights to pay their taxes up to the day of redemption which in our case is June 7 so 
you can’t treat people differently in that respect.  We give them a second bite of the apple to pay 
14 business days prior to the auction.  I call it the right to repurchase it’s really we invented it 
other counties do it now too and I can see the same problem there but we might be able to do 
something in that window between the right of redemption and your right to repurchase. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m not talking about somebody that owns their home and may lose their home. 
These are multiple properties that they own and in some cases we are footing the bill twice 
because we’re also paying the rent for the people that are living in them. 
 
MANNING: Right but again the State law preups us so State law says everybody has the right 
to pay by the redemption date and then our resolution says everybody has a right to pay 
fourteen calendar days before. 
 
JACKSON:  Aren’t they paying interest on that? 
 
DISKIN:  Absolutely 
 
JACKSON: I think we’re ending up making money not losing money.  I’m sure the interest rate is 
more than what we’re getting in the bank? 
 
DISKIN:  12% 
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JACKSON:  So it’s not all bad.  The second thing I am concerned about and maybe I 
misunderstood the internet bidder chose not to accept the property?  There’s no penalty?  
There’s no negative?  You can bid a million dollars and just walk away and somebody seriously 
wants to bid? 
 
DISKIN:  What happened in this case Mr. Jackson was he called his credit card company and 
cancelled his credit card right away so they couldn’t charge it.  We don’t have a penalty for it. 
The auction company in their terms and conditions has a penalty if someone cancels their credit 
card they have the right to get a benefit from it in court.  I would have to find the terms and 
conditions where they do that, where they get paid for it. 
 
MANNIING:  We have a remedy.  Mr. Palmer has been accurate the juice is worth the squeeze.  
It’s not a $3,000 purchase it’s a large purchase.  There is a contract established once we offer it 
and they accept it that’s a contract so we could enforce it contractually if it’s worth our while and 
bid on the project. 
 
JACKSON:  That was my concern more and more internet bidders if they can change their mind 
half way through then we’re going to get stuck more and more. 
 
DISKIN:  Honestly in all the auctions that we’ve had internet bidders this is the first time this has 
ever happened. 
 
POLITI: There’s going to be more. 
 
DISKIN:  But then they turned around and paid for it anyways. 
 
JACKSON:  We lucked out there. 
 
DISKIN:  There is a term I just looked it up where they have to a pay a $750.00 recovery fee 
because the auctioneer can take them to court for failure to live up to the contract. We did have 
a backup bidder but they unfortunately didn’t want it.  I just looked quickly but there’s like, of all 
the properties there’s like five internet bidders that actually end up buying property even though 
there was maybe 20 or 25 that registered. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Just a couple things one Mike internet bidders is that common practice 
throughout the State? 
 
DISKIN:  Yes.  More and more because of the electronic age more and more people chose not 
to come to the auction. We had local people.  We had some local people from right here in 
Essex County that were bidding on the Internet that didn’t come to the auction. 
 
GILLILLAND: The second thing is I was under the impression Dan that we chose to allow 
redemption all the way up to the day of the auction.  We don’t have to do that once foreclosure 
there are counties that don’t. 
 
MANNING: Yes, there are.  There’s a lot of counties that once that right of redemption the date 
is up you’re done. 
 
GILLILLAND:  So the next question is, is it possible to have a two tier system if it’s a family living 
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in the home that they are allowed all the way to the day of the auction but if it’s an absentee 
landlord or commercial property or something like that it is the day of foreclosure? 
 
PALMER:  That might be a class issue. 
 
MANNING: It’s a constitutional question and I think it falls under three tiers of constitutional 
scrutiny.  I think it falls on the lowest tier which is rational basis so you might be able to get away 
with you have a rational basis for establishing different things for different classes so you might 
be able to do it on that second tier, definitely not the first tier. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Okay thank you. 
 
MORROW:  Up to 14 days if you own the land or home buy it for what’s owed on it but you can 
still go to the auction and bid on it.  You can bid way more than what you owe. 
 
DISKIN: Yeah we had several people that showed up at the auction with the intention of buying 
their property back.  I immediately went to them and told them here’s the dollar amount you 
have to start the bidding at and they actually gave that dollar amount to the auctioneer and I 
said in one case I believe it was like forty-four hundred dollars or forty-eight or something like 
that and the first bid out from the auctioneer was forty-eight hundred dollars and that was 
enough to cover the taxes and that was from a prior owner. So we do allow them to come back 
and buy it actually that day. They have to pay – obviously they have to bid against everybody 
and end up probably paying more than if they had redeemed it in that period that we allowed 
them to but in this case I think one person did get it back and paid considerably more than if 
they paid prior to the auction. 
 
MORROW: Four and a half times more give me a call at the office please. 
 
DISKIN:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   The only other thing and Mike correct me if I’m wrong but we don’t allow 
people the day of the auction to come in and redeem? 
 
DISKIN:  No fourteen days before. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Exactly.  
 
GILLILLAND: My mistake. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The other issue that I had for years but I don’t know how you solve it many of 
these properties when they go to the auction there’s still people living in them so when we 
foreclose when we actually foreclose we do nothing to vacate the premises.  Now we had a 
situation on Friday in Mineville where the people that lived in the building next door to another 
building somebody had bid on the purchase they decide they are going to go over to the other 
building and start taking things.  Mike called me.  We had to get the State Police there.  I think 
Mike went down and you know some of these places the one that those people were still living 
in we did a condemnation, there’s no certificate of occupancy there and we were in the process 
of getting them out then the county took to foreclosure so I’m just saying to me that’s a huge 
liability waiting to happen. We make no – we leave it up to whoever buys the property to go in 
there and get rid of them and I don’t think that’s good business. 
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MARNELL:  We had a one parcel in Schroon Lake I’ve got to find out about the person who got 
the bid. 
 
POLITI:  So Mike all the properties that were not only in the brochure but there are others that 
we took title to is that correct? 
 
DISKIN:  That’s correct. 
 
POLITI:  We own them these properties, correct? 
 
DISKIN:  Yes. 
 
POLITI:  Do those people all have notice of that?  I noticed that there are and the reason I say 
that is being in my business a lot of realtors still have signs on things that are showing property 
for an owner when in fact the county owns the property. Are you aware of that? 
 
DISKIN: No.  Are you asking do we notify the owners after the foreclosure that we have taken 
title to? 
 
POLITI:  Yes. 
 
DISKIN:  No we don’t. We don’t take that next step to say it’s not foreclosed but the county now 
owns it. 
 
POLITI:  Yeah, I don’t know. 
 
MANNING:  The owner might be trying to hedge their best to you know a fourteen calendar day 
prior to the auction and they keep listing it and some buyer comes up and they are able to sell it 
they would sell it, make some money, pay the taxes and the owner makes out with a better. 
 
DISKIN:  We’ve had that happen. 
 
MANNING:  That maybe why they keep the realty sign on this. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Let me give another and I don’t want to beat this to death but it is a concern. 
What if somebody right now were to get hurt on one these properties that we own?  Say there’s 
a tragic fire God help us or something catastrophic happens we own them and we have people 
living in them.  I mean – 
 
MANNING: We’re responsible. We have insurance but what are we going to do with it? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:   When we foreclose we should get a hold of our Sheriff’s Department and say, 
okay let’s do the eviction notices and get them out. 
 
PALMER:  Okay but you’ve got to understand the new rules for evictions have changed if an 
individual has lived in an apartment for at least three years you have to give them ninety days’ 
notice to vacate.  If they lived there for two years you’ve got to give them sixty days’ notice, if 
they lived there for a year you’ve got to give them thirty days’ notice to vacate.  That’s going to 
be beyond the auction dates. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  I can see if it was a landlord and tenant. 
 
PALMER:  Doesn’t make any difference.  Same thing.  It doesn’t make any difference the same 
rules apply. 
 
MANNING: If I came to your house and plucked myself down on your couch and wouldn’t leave 
you would have to evict me. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So the successful bidder on these properties if there’s people living in them he’s 
got to go through all this to get these people out? 
 
DISKIN: Absolutely. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Wow. 
 
POLITI:  Let me ask you this Mike are there properties that we took out of the auction that we 
now own or have title to? 
 
DISKIN:  There are a couple of them yes. 
 
POLITI:  We have titled properties? 
 
DISKIN: We have titled properties but they were not in the auction? 
 
POLITI:  But they are not in the auction? 
 
DISKIN: That’s correct. 
 
POLITI: Okay.  Are they occupied? 
 
DISKIN:  I don’t believe they are. The only ones I can think of are the ones in Lake Placid, the 
Golden Green properties. 
 
TEDFORD: We don’t have title no. 
 
POLITI: We don’t have title? 
 
TEDFORD: Not to those. 
 
DISKIN: Okay I’ve mistaken then.  They are still litigating that. 
 
POLITI: Alright, any other questions? 
 
DISKIN:  That’s right they were removed from the auction. 
 
MANNING: That Schroon Lake property, Cunningham we have title to that.  My understanding 
Cunningham is out of there. I don’t know if that other guy is still there Mike? 
 
MARNELL:  No he’s out of there too.  It should have burned up when he lived there. 



Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, September 30, 2019  8 
 
 
MANNING:  But it didn’t. 
 
MARNELL:  He lived in it after he was supposed to. 
 
MANNING: For a little bit then he got out. 
 
MARNELL:   Long enough to drink about a thousand cans of beer and fifty cartons of cigarettes 
where thrown all over the place. 
 
POLITI: Anyone else?  Thanks Mike.  Judy we’ll move to resolutions. 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Chairman – C. Harrington    Vice-Chairman -  N. Merrihew 

Monday, September 9, 2019 
 

1. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE THE 2020 STOP DWI PLAN AS 
APPROVED BY OUR ADVISORY BOARD AND APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES 
WITHIN THAT BUDGET.  Harrington, Morrow 
 

2. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO 
CONTRACT WITH TENELEVEN GROUP, ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD 
PROVIDER.  Monty, Merrihew 
 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT AND THE ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE TO RECEIVE DSRIP 
FUNDING AS A PASS THROUGH TO THE PREVENTION TEAM AND HOUSING 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN ESSEX COUNTY.  Monty, Harrington 
 

4. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE MENTAL HEALTH 
CONTRACTS WITH MVP, EMPIRE AND FIDELIS.  Wilson, Merrihew 
 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO 
HOLD TWO PUBLIC HEARINGS IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2019, IN THE 
TOWNS OF WILLSBORO AND TICONDEROGA ON THE PROPOSED 2020-2024 
FOUR YEAR PLAN FOR ESSEX COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING.  Giordano, 
Monty 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Chairman – S. McNally     Vice-Chairman – G. Morrow 

Monday, September 9, 2019 
 

6. RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATORS SUPPORT ANY 
UNFUNDED MANDATES ISSUED TO ESSEX COUNTY BE INCLUDED IN THE NEW 
YORK STATE 2% TAX CAP.  McNally, Morrow 
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7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
ACCEPT A STATE INTEROPERABILITY COMMUNICATIONS (SICG) GRANT FOR 
2019.  Tyler, Winemiller 

8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
ACCEPT AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE GRANT (EMPG) FOR 
2019.  McNally, Morrow 
 

9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 20 APX4000 VHF MODEL 2 
PORTABLE RADIOS IN THE AMOUNT OF $34,695.00; 2 APX8000 MODEL 2.5 DUAL 
BAND RADIOS IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,251.00; 20 BATTERY 2700 MAH, 20 
IMPRES SPEAKER MICS, 10 IMPRES RSM WITH DISPLAY AND 4 BOND 
CONDUCTION EARMICS IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,189.50 AND 33 APX8500 ALL 
BAND HIGH 100 WATT MOBILES RADIOS IN THE AMOUNT OF $145,134.00, IN 
THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE 
STATE INTEROERABILITY COMMUNICATIONS GRANT 2017 (SICG7).  Morrow, 
Jackson 
 

10. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THOMAS MURPHY, ESSEX COUNTY 
UNDERSHERIFF FOR COMPLETING THE IRONMAN COMPETITION.  Morrow, 
unanimous 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairman – N. Merrihew    Vice-Chairman – M. Marnell      

Monday, September 9, 2019 
 

11. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF CERTAIN TAX-EXEMPT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS BY THE ESSEX 
COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY TO REFINANCE A PROJECT FOR 
INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY.  Merrihew, Monty 
 

12. RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING MOUNT DISCOVERY IN THE TOWN OF 
LEWIS TO MOUNT INEZ IN HONOR OF INEZ MILHOLLAND.  Monty, unanimous 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE DPW COMMITTEE 
Chairman – G. Morrow     Vice–Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, September 16, 2019 
 

13. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO THE MEMBERS OF WILTON AND ZAIDEE, 
LLC FOR THE USE OF THE PRIVATE ROAD KNOWN BY FAMILY MEMBERS AS 
“MULLIGAN PATH” ON THEIR PROPERTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF A DETOUR 
ROAD. Wilson, Morrow 
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14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH SCHODER 
RIVERS ASSOCIATES IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $25,900.00 FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE LOBDELL 
LANE OVER THE BOQUET RIVER BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT, IN THE 
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION PHASE AND BIDDING 
PHASE SERVICES, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM FEMA FUNDS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
SAID CONTRACT AMENDMENT.  Monty, Merrihew 
 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO ADMAR SUPPLY COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $68,561.43, FOR 
2019 WACKER NEUSON WL38 COMPACT LOADER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS.  Morrow, DeZalia 
 

16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO AMERICAN SIGNAL COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,320.00 FOR 
(2) CMS-T331 LED PORTABLE CHANGEABLE MESSAGE BOARDS IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS.  Monty, DeZalia 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chairman – I. Tyler     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, September 16, 2019 
 

17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN FULL TIME AND PART TIME TITLES 
OF EMT DRIVER, ADVANCED EMT DRIVER, ADVANCED EMT CRITICAL CARE 
DRIVER AND PARAMEDIC DRIVER FROM THE COMPETITIVE CLASS TO THE 
NON-COMPETITIVE CLASS IN ESSEX COUNTY’S RULES WITH STATE CIVIL 
SERVICE.  Tyler, Scozzafava 
 

18. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO JENNIFER 
MASCARENAS FOR TWENTY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO ESSEX 
COUNTY.  Scozzafava, unanimous 
 

19. RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF JOE PETE WILSON, SR.  
Politi, unanimous 

   
FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 

Chairman – T. Scozzafava     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 
Monday, September 16, 2019 

 
20. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $74,075.00 FROM 

THE NEW YORK STATE ARCHIVES’ LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY CLERK’S 
OFFICE TO IMAGE TAX ROLLS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET 
AMENDMENT FOR THE SAME.  Tyler, Merrihew 
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21. RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE 2020 NEW YORK STATE LICENSE PLATE 
REISSUANCE PROJECT.  Gillilland, unanimous 
 

22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEVY OF UNPAID 2019/2020 VILLAGE AND 
SCHOOL TAXES, AND ALL ROAD, WATER, SEWER AND GARBAGE RENTS ON 
THE 2020 TAX LEVY.  Gillilland, Depo 
 

POLITI:  Thank you.  Resolutions from the floor?  You have a copy of the resolution approving 
the workers compensation budget and the town and village contributions.  Everyone look at 
that?  Mover Mr. Gillilland, second Mr. Scozzafava 
 

23. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2020 ESSEX COUNTY SELF-INSURANCE 
BUDGET AND THE 2020 WORKERS COMPENSATION TOWN AND VILLAGE OF 
LAKE PLACID CONTRIBUTIONS.  Gillilland, Scozzafava 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion on that?  All those in favor – thank you. 
Who else?  
 
MORROW: I have three, a resolution authorizing a budget amendment for both revenue and 
expenses in an amount up to $3,073,800.00, for the Lobdell Lane Bridge replacement project, 
with revenue funds coming from FEMA. 
 

24. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS INCREASING REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES IN AN AMOUNT 
UP TO $3,073,800.00, FOR THE LOBDELL LANE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT, WITH REVENUE FUNDS COMING FROM FEMA.  Morrow, Jackson 
 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion on that?  All those in favor – thank you. 
 
MORROW:  Another is authorizing a contract amendment with JFP Enterprises in the amount 
not to exceed $37,502.00 for general construction including installation of concrete footers and 
truss bearing elevation for the new bathrooms building project, at the Essex County Fish 
Hatchery in the Town of Crown Point with funds to come from the smart growth grant and 
further authorizing the County Chairman or County Manager to execute such amendment. 
 

25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH JFP 
ENTERPRISES IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $37,502.00 FOR GENERAL 
CONSTRUCTION INCLUDING INSTALLATION OF CONCRETE FOOTERS AND 
TRUSS BEARING ELEVATION FOR THE NEW BATHROOMS BUILDING PROJECT, 
AT THE ESSEX COUNTY FISH HATCHERY IN THE TOWN OF CROWN POINT WITH 
FUNDS TO COME FROM THE SMART GROWTH GRANT AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
SUCH AMENDMENT.  Morrow, Harrington 
 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion on that?  All those in favor – thank you. 

MORROW:  And the last one I have is a resolution authorizing the purchasing agent to bid an 
asphalt hot box/ reclaimer trailer. 
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POLITI:  Moved by Mr. Morrow, second by Mr. Monty. 
 

26. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO BID AN ASPHALT 
HOT BOX/RECLAIMER TRAILER.  Morrow, Monty 

 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion on that?  All those in favor – thank you. 
Any other resolutions from the floor? 
 
GILLILLAND: I do not have a resolution Mr. Chairman but I want to announce you may have 
seen the emails or the articles on the salt summit this Thursday in Lake Placid at the Golden 
Arrow from 9 to 3 everybody is invited.  Following the salt summit there will be an 
announcement I understand Assemblyman Jones and Assemblyman Stec will be there and give 
an announcement of a new piece of legislation being put forward sponsored by Assemblyman 
Jones which will be happily made the Randy Preston law the State picking up research and 
development of salt alternatives.  Everybody is invited I understand it will be held at the Golden 
Arrow at 3:00 on Thursday.  Would you mind please just letting me know members of this body 
that will be attending because they asked me particularly the Randy Preston announcement so 
that they can give an idea of how many dignitaries are coming.  Thank you. 
 
MONTY:  I just want to update everyone.  I testified at the Senate and Assembly committee on 
Broadband two Tuesdays ago.  Shared our concerns of Essex County along with several other 
presenters down there who shared similar concerns.  My walk away was Mr. Nordhaus from the 
Broadband agency did a great job of circling his wagons and never answering the question.  
When Mr. Cogdon from the Public Service Commission who with a majority of people who 
testified there felt that the Public Service Commission has as large of hand in what’s not going 
on as does Broadband agency but I will be bringing in some of the testimony that myself and 
Dave Wolf gave as well as a list of other presenters and if you are interested in watching the 
presentation it’s six and a half hours and it is on YouTube. 
 
WILSON: I watched four hours of it. 
 
MONTY:  You were really bored weren’t you?  
 
POLITI:  Anyone else?  Alright Dan. 
 
MANNING: I have a couple quick ones first one is resolution authorizing the County Manager or 
County Chairman to execute a lease agreement with the Clinton Essex Warren Washington 
Board of Educational Services for the installation, maintenance and operation of 
communications antenna at Terry Mountain. Basically this all has been approved by Don 
Jaquish in Emergency Services this is just one antenna for their purposes.  It’s twelve hundred 
dollars a year and it increases by 103% every year for a ten year term.  It’s also been approved 
Jackie Murray who is overlooks all of our tower pieces. 
 

27. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR COUNTY CHAIRMAN 
TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE CLINTON-ESSEX-WARREN-
WASHINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF COMMUNICATIONS ANTENNAE AT TERRY 
MOUNTAIN.  Morrow, Depo 
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POLITI: Comments or discussion on that resolution? 
 
WINEMILLER:  Dan did you say it increases 503%? 
 
MANNING:  One-hundred and three percent.  I wish it were five hundred. 
 
POLITI:  103% All those in favor, anyone opposed?  Thank you. 
 
MANNING:  The second one is a resolution authorizing the County Manager or County 
Chairman to enter into an agreement with Avangrid allowing for the construction of gating at the 
entrance to property that we own at Barton Mine, at no cost to the county upon approval of the 
County Attorney. This involves I guess it’s a big cave in the Town of Moriah which is a bat 
habitat, full of bats or batty. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It’s a mine shaft not a cave. 
 
MANNING:  Okay, well mine shaft.  A big hole and what’s happening is Avangrid is going to 
place a wire mesh frame over the front of it to protect the bats and also serve as dual purpose of 
keeping people out of it. It’s a good move for us. Tom I think is on board so I would ask for a 
motion and a second. 
 

28. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR COUNTY CHAIRMAN 
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH AVANGRID ALLOWING FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF GATING AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE BARTON MINE 
PROPERTY, AT NO COST TO THE COUNTY, UPON APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY.  Scozzafava, Merrihew 

 
POLITI: Comments or discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Jim Dougan has been involved in this also.  He doesn’t have any issues with it 
actually it’s good for the county because it reduces our liability. 
 
MONTY: I thought we had discussed this back in the spring we approved this?  Something 
similar to it? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: We did and I believe that contractor went with another company Jim? 
 
DOUGAN:  That company could not satisfy DEC requirements. 
 
MONTY: Okay thank you. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor thank you. 
 
MANNING: I have another resolution prior to addressing that I’d like to ask for a brief executive 
session relative to legal advice on the new county coroner law. 
 
POLITI: Can I have a mover, Mr. Monty second by Mr. Giordano.  Going into executive session, 
all those in favor, opposed – thank you. 
 

AT 10:35 A.M.THE COMMITTEE MOVED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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TO DISCUSS LEGAL ADVICE ON THE NEW COUNTY CORONER LAW 
THE COMMITTEE MOVED BACK INTO SESSION AT 11:16 AM. 

 
POLITI:  Can I have a motion to come back into session please, Mr. Giordano seconded by Mr. 
Gillilland. All in favor. 
 
PALMER: I just want to mention Mike Diskin put the sales tax formula on your desks in front of 
you just so you have those calculations for your budget upcoming. 
 
POLITI: There was no business from the executive session.  Is there anything else to come 
before this ways and means committee? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I have a question. Dan, the workers comp. if we want that relevied, if we want to 
do it through the county do you need a resolution on that towns that want to? 
 
PALMER:  You are going to relevy yours now this year too?  You guys keep eating up my cap. 
 
DISKIN: The treasurer’s office with send requests out. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You will?  Okay, thank you.  I was asking on Roby’s behalf.  (laughter) 
 
POLITI: Thank you.   
 
MONTY: I do have just one quick question Roby on resolution #6, urging New York State 
Legislators to support any unfunded mandates issued to Essex County should that be 
excluded? 
 
PALMER: Probably should, I don’t know how that should be worded. 
 
JACKSON: No, that is not worded correctly. 
 
MONTY:  Excluded will be kept out of it right? 
 
PALMER: It should be excluded from the tax cap calculations. 
 
POLITI:  Can you make that modification in that word?  Thank you. 
 
MANNING:  Yes I will fix it. 
 
POLITI:  Thank you Jim.  Anything else before this committee?  Alright we are adjourned. Thank 
you. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this ways and means committee it 
was adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 


