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J. GARRISON, CLERK OF THE BOARD:  Good afternoon and welcome. I would like to call this 
220th organizational session to order.  Please stand for the salute to the flag.  Thank you. 
Please continue standing, I will call on the County Clerk, the Honorable Joe Provoncha to give 
the invocation.   
 
PROVONCHA:  Dear heavenly father, we bow our heads as we are in your presence.  You 
have brought us into a new year. We pray that you give us wisdom to see the mistakes we’ve 
made and give us the courage to change them.  We seek your spirit of strength to see injustice 
and want to correct it. We look for your gift of compassion so that many seek our help in the 
time of despair will know that they are being watched over.  Be ever present as we seek to your 
counsel and your guiding hand in this and all matters.  We pray to keep God the light of freedom 
alive in this county and country. Bless our President and national leaders, our Governor, and 
State leaders, and especially today our new Chairman and county leaders. Keep safe the 
members of the armed forces, here and abroad and bring them we pray, home safely and we 
ask all of this through your most holy and precious name. Amen. 
 
GARRISON: Thank you Mr. Provoncha.  We will know swear in the newly elected supervisor.  
Would Mr. Montroy and Mr. DeLoria please escort Ms. DeZalia to the County Clerk to be sworn 
in and escort her back to her new seat. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Madam Clerk, holding the bible for Ms. DeZalia is her son Jordan and her 
daughter Miranda.  Raise your right hand and repeat after me –  
 
DEZALIA:  I, Stephanie DeZalia, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of town and Essex County Supervisor, for the Town of North Hudson Supervisor, 
according to the best of my ability.  
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations.  
 
GARRISON:  Thank you.  I will now call the roll for the 2019 Board of Supervisors. 
 
PRESENT:  Gerald Morrow - Town of Chesterfield 
  Charles Harrington - Town of Crown Point 
  Noel Merrihew  - Town of Elizabethtown 
  Ronald Jackson - Town of Essex 
  Archie Depo  - Town of Jay 
  Joe Pete Wilson - Town of Keene 
  James Monty  - Town of Lewis 
  Stephen McNally - Town of Minerva 
  Thomas Scozzafava - Town of Moriah 
  Robin DeLoria  - Town of Newcomb 
  Robert Politi  - Town of North Elba 
  Stephanie DeZalia - Town of North Hudson 
  Michael Marnell - Town of Schroon 
  Dean Montroy  - Town of St. Armand 
  Joseph Giordano - Town of Ticonderoga 
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  Michael Tyler  - Town of Westport 
  Shaun Gillilland - Town of Willsboro 
  Randy Preston - Town of Wilmington 
 
 
Department Heads Present: Laurie DeZalia, Michael Diskin, Judith Garrison, Chris Garrow, 
Donald Jaquish, Krissy Leerkes, Charli Lewis, Allison McGahay, Daniel Manning, Michael 
Mascarenas, Sue Montgomery-Corey, Terri Morse, Daniel Palmer, Joseph Provoncha, David 
Reynolds and Kristy Sprague. 
 
Also Present: Jim Dougan, Dina Garvey, Tom Murphy, Shona Doyle, Jennifer Fifield,  
Assemblyman Dan Stec, Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, Michelle Preston, Ron Moore, Linda 
Gillilland, Heather Reynolds, Devann Murphy, Bridget Brown, Terry Pulsifer, Jr., Jordan 
DeZalia, Miranda (DeZalia) Gaddor, Grace & Claire Reynolds, Jay & Shalonie Heald, Amanda 
Pulsifer, Mr. and Mrs. Gillilland, Jane Hooper, Maggie Bartley, Linda Jacques, Justin Drinkwine, 
Krista Moran, Lori Swan, Sophia Looby, Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, Cathy Moses, Kevin Bryerton, 
Lucielle DeZalia and Rita DeZalia. 
 
 
News Media Present: Pete DeMola - Sun Community News. 
 
 
GARRISON:  Thank you.  I will now call for nominations for the 2019 temporary Chairman of the 
Board. 
 
McNALLY:  Madam Clerk, I would like to move the name of Gerald Morrow, from the Town of 
Chesterfield as temporary Chairman for 2019. 
 
DEPO: I will second that nomination. 
 
GARRISON:  Mr. McNally moves the name of Mr. Morrow, seconded by Mr. Depo.  Are there 
other nominations? 
 
MONTY:  I move that the nominations be closed and the Clerk cast one vote for Gerald Morrow 
as Temporary Chairman. 
 
WILSON: I will second that. 
 
GARRISON: All those in favor, opposed – carried.  Would Mr. McNally and Mr. Depo please 
escort Mr. Morrow to the County Clerk to be sworn in and then to the dais. 
 
MORROW:  I, Gerald Morrow, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Temporary Chairman of the Essex County Board of Supervisors, according to the best 
of my ability.  
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations. 
 
MORROW:  Good afternoon everyone.  First of all before we start the business I’d like to make 
just one statement. The choice between temporary Chairman was between me and Mr. 
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Scozzafava we both are senior members of this board.  Unfortunately the last time it was given 
to Mr. Scozzafava we had to pry the gavel away from his hand.  He did not want to give it up.  I 
gladly give it up.  Thank you. 
Okay the first order of business is to adopt the rules and regulations that will govern the board 
for 2019. 
 
RESOLUTION # 1 - ADOPTING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.  
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Politi and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
MORROW:  Thank you. At this time I will ask for nominations for the 2019 Chairman of the 
Essex County Board of Supervisors? 
 
PRESTON:  It is my pleasure to move the name of Supervisor, Shaun Gillilland and I’m going to 
mess some of this up, I just want to fore warn you. Shaun was born in Qujalin in the Marshal 
Islands.  He graduated from the Military Institute.  He also holds a Master’s Degree from the US 
Naval Post Graduate School and a US National War College.  Shaun has served in the US 
Military for twenty-five years obtaining the rank of Captain and he commanded five ships and 
one was named the Minnow.  (laughter)  Okay, I might have gotten that one wrong.  He has 
served on numerous high profile staffs included NATO, Chief of Naval Operations and Joint 
Chiefs of Staff.  He retired in 2005 and started a diverse livestock farm and started an 
international explosive logistics operation but the call of public service never left him and his 
desire to serve his community, county, state and country called, he served as Fire 
Commissioner and the town board before assuming the office of the Willsboro Town Supervisor 
in 2014 and I can tell you I have known this character the entire time that I have been here and 
there isn’t a more intelligent person and he will do an outstanding job for this county. Thank you. 
 
MORROW:  Thank you Mr. Preston.  Is there a second? 
 
JACKSON:  It’s my pleasure to second that.  I’ve known Shaun since he was not quite a baby 
but not far from it.  He was at my wedding which was a 100 years ago.  It’s a pleasure to second 
that nomination.  
 
MORROW: Mr. Preston moves Mr. Gillilland’s name in nomination, seconded by Mr. Jackson.  
Is there anymore nominations? 
 
GIORDANO: I move the nominations be closed and the Clerk cast one ballot for Mr. Gillilland as 
the 2019 Chair of the Board. 
 
MORROW: Thank you. 
 
MARNELL: I’ll second that. 
 
MORROW:  All in favor, opposed – carried.  Would Mr. Scozzafava and Mr. Preston please 
escort Mr. Gillilland to the front of the room where he can take his oath of office; administering 
the oath of office is Congresswoman Elise Stefanik and then escort him to the dais. 
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CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANK:  Shaun place your left hand, raise your right hand. 
GILLILLAND:  I, Shaun Gillilland, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and that I will faithfully discharge 
the duties of Chairman of Essex County Board of Supervisors, according to the best of my 
ability.  
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK: Congratulations. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you so much.  I am humbled, truly humbled.  
We will now call the nominations for the 2019 Vice-Chairman of the Essex County Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Mr. Chairman I’d like to move the name of Roby Politi, Supervisor from the 
Town of North Elba as nomination for the 2019 Vice-Chairmanship. 
 
HARRINGTON:  I will second that. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Are there any other nominations? 
 
MERRIHEW:  I move that the nominations be closed for the 2019 Vice-Chairman of the Board. 
 
MONTROY:  Second. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Mr. Montroy seconds. Discussion?  Being none, all in favor, opposed – carried. 
Would Mr. Scozzafava and Mr. Harrington please escort Mr. Politi to the County Clerk to be 
sworn in. 
 
POLITI:  I, Roby Politi, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the duties of 
Vice-Chairman for the Essex County Board of Supervisors, according to the best of my ability.  
 
PROVONCHA:  Congratulations. 
 
POLITI:  Good afternoon everyone. Thank you for coming.  We’re going to break from tradition 
today a little bit and the Vice-Chairman is going to speak before the Chairman does. First thing I 
want to say is I want to thank all of my fellow board members for their vote of confidence today 
but I want to take a moment to address something much more important.  I want to recognize 
our friend and fellow supervisor Randy Preston.  His perseverance and commitment to this 
board and the people of Essex County in the face of extreme diversity has been both 
courageous and reflective of his tenacious character.  Most of us can not appreciate the 
significance of his endeavors serving his community, serving this county, sustaining his family 
and fighting cancer but he understands it best that you can beat cancer by how you live. Why 
you live and the manner in which you live. Randy is an inspiration to all of us.  He has made all 
of our challenges seem trivial.  He has lifted us up and made us more aware of the things that 
we take for granted every day. Doctor Martin Luther King once said that, “the ultimate measure 
of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience but where he stands in 
times of challenge and crisis”. Randy we salute your outstanding accomplishments as our Board 
Chairman and your unwavering determination, attitude and endurance.  Your strength may have 
come from within but it has resonated throughout these chambers and made us more cognizant 
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of what it takes to make a difference in the lives of others. Today, your reward is our admiration 
and knowing that the job was well done.  We all thank you.  I thank you, the people of Essex 
County thank you. 
 
PRESTON: Thank you Mr. Politi. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you Mr. Politi.  Thank you gentlemen as I said I’m really humbled and I am 
honored to earn your trust and confidence for this office and I pledge I will keep my duties to the 
utmost to my abilities and with the highest ethical standards. 
I first of all like to thank the guests who have come today from Willsboro my staff, the Willsboro 
town hall, my beautiful wife, my parents and my particularly beautiful daughter and other guests 
and friends. Thank you for coming. 
I’m privileged and honored to have Congresswoman Stefanik here to join us for the ceremony.  
Thank you so much Congresswoman and we’re also honored to have Assemblyman Daniel 
Stec.  Thank you sir. 
I’d like to recognize the important people that make this county run.  I’m honored to have our 
County Clerk, Joe Provoncha our newly, re-elected County Treasurer, Mike Diskin, our newly 
elected County Sheriff, David Reynolds and our great District Attorney, Kristy Sprague. Thank 
you.  I also like to give a shout out here to our newest member of the Board of Supervisors, 
Stefanie DeZalia.  You definitely make this board look much better than it was. 
Service on this board is one of the most terrific opportunities I’ve ever had to work with 
tremendous people dedicated to their towns, to our county and driven to serve the citizens as 
effectively and affordably as possible.  We are of disparate backgrounds and disparate political 
associations but here that does not get in the way of our purpose of sound and effective local 
Government.  Gentlemen and Lady, it is a pleasure to serve with you and thank you. 
For the past two years Randy Preston has been our Chairman.  One of the bravest and most 
steadfast men I’ve ever known as his Vice-Chair I was uniquely able to tap inside to see a man 
with vision purpose and indefectible drive despite what life was throwing in his path.  Randy has 
accomplishes as Chair are amazing.  His develop of coherent EMS strategic plan and moving 
the looming EMS crisis to the forefront of the Governor’s radar and securing $5 billion plus of 
funding to execute that plan are nothing short of political miraculous.  His accuracy and 
leveraging for the development of the North Hudson gateway Frontier Town made it possible for 
that gargantuan project to go from concept to concrete in under two years.   
Under Randy’s tenure we are executing an overhaul in the facilities and management in the 
fairgrounds, the CCE building and we have built and commissioned a new nutrition food facility 
in Westport.  We have reorganized and built and amazing strong and agile Community 
Resources Department working grants and projects throughout the county.  The last two years 
under Randy’s leadership have been incredibly amazing. Randy you can be proud. We are 
proud, well done my friend. 
Much of the work that Randy and I and the entire board have been laboring on still need to be 
completed we have challenges that we have tackled some.  Among them from my point of view 
is we need to execute the PILOT strategy from the EMS system under the consolidated service 
grant.  We need to be rolling on calls with the county system this year. We need to fix our 
broadband gap. We need to find the holes. Find ways to fill them and close the digital literacy 
gap. We need to develop and approve a consolidated buildings and facility procurement and a 
capital execution plan for improving and upgrading the works spaces and work environment for 
our tremendous county workforce and I think another one is we need to map and catalog our 
highway infrastructure and approve a bridge and culvert capital replacement plan. 
We have been doing some tremendous things in Essex County all while fixing the budget and 
keeping a lid on taxes.  None of it would be possible without the absolutely superb employees of 
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this county all extremely dedicated public servants.  We are a leader in so many areas and so 
many things and I am always amazed at the numbers of State and National awards our 
employees earn in all our departments.  Our workforce is our most valuable resource and it’s 
going to be my top priority to make sure we maintain it as a premier place to work and we 
provide the best facilities and work environment possible our standards are high and our results 
are higher. 
Essex County is geographically large and demographically small county for New York.  We are 
a rural county whose challenges are not unique.  Loss of industry, decline in population of 
younger residents and an aging demographic poverty, struggle with economic vitality, increasing 
drug abuse, aging infrastructure, lack of technological access.  The thing is all these issues are 
things that we have in common nationally. They are not unique but Essex County has things 
that make us great. Strength that will keep us great.  World class winter and summer recreation 
opportunities, tourism, marketing growing by leaps and bounds and an unguided growth in 
agriculture, lakes, breweries, distilleries, mills, mines, national awarded dairy farms, the best 
maple syrup on the earth, artists, artist and science writers, we have the most wonderful quality 
of life imaginable and we have a tenacious citizenry that loves this place.   
Our problems and challenges remain but our ability to overcome them remains stronger. Our 
goals are high and ability to fulfill them are strident.  Thank you so much for giving me this 
opportunity to serve. 
At this time I’d like to introduce and invite our guest speakers our US Representative, Elise 
Stefanik and Assemblyman Dan Stec.  If you wouldn’t mind coming forward and give us some 
remarks. 
 
STEFANIK:  Thank you Shaun and thank you to everyone in the audience for attending this very 
important event today for Essex County.  Thank you to Shaun and your entire family for giving 
me the honor of administering the oath of office. That’s my first time actually doing that so it was 
a true honor to do that for you.   
Before I highlight Shaun’s extraordinary record of service I first want to thank Randy Preston for 
his years of hardworking service on behalf of the families of Essex County.  I personally have 
gotten to know Randy better over the years and he’s been a tireless advocate not only for his 
constituents in Wilmington but for the County as a whole.  Despite personal adversity he’s taken 
the time to travel to Washington to make sure the issues of Essex County are on the top of my 
radar.  He has been someone I’ve gotten to know at local events throughout the region and I 
know I speak for thousands and thousands of families in sharing this heartfelt gratitude in 
wishing you our very best in your next chapter despite the challenges that you face. You are an 
example of how to overcome this adversity.  Roby had it exactly right and I just wanted to echo 
those comments.  I also wanted to invite you up here for those of you that don’t know in the 
military they give out what’s called a challenge coin and it’s given out typically by various units, 
by various military leaders and as a member of congress on the house armed services 
committee we designed a challenge coin that has graphics of the 10th Mountain Division, the 
Olympic rings, our region, farms, the US Capitol and the flag to commemorate this district.  I’ve 
only given out a few of these but I’m truly honored to recognize you for your service. 
 
PRESTON:  Thank you very much and I also want to say our son is serving right now in the US 
Marines so please don’t forget when he comes home he deserves something like this. I’m not 
so sure I do. 
 
STEFANIK:  I will make sure he gets one. 
 
PRESTON: Okay, thank you. 
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STEFANIK: Now as we recognize Shaun’s tremendous leadership. I wanted to speak 
personally. I am proud to call Shaun a friend.  In 2013, when Shaun first decided to run for 
supervisor of Willsboro I actually knocked doors and gathered petition signatures for his 
candidacy and people were eager to sign up and support.  Since then Shaun has been an 
invaluable source of guidance and encouragement to me and my office from the very beginning 
of my time serving in Congress.   
As you know Shaun has been the town supervisor since 2014, since that time he has brought 
energy, vision and dedication into the supervisor’s job.  In a very short time he has 
accomplished a great deal on behalf of Willsboro. He has successfully focused on economic 
revitalization an example, is the successful opening of the Champlain Valley Milling in Willsboro.  
He has delivered results on infrastructure including replacement of the wastewater treatment 
plant.  Shaun lead the dam removal and river restoration initiative while partnering with the 
Nature Conservancy on trails and ensuring handicap out door accessibility.  Additionally he 
successful established an ambulance district.  Public service is embedded in Shaun’s life as 
was it mentioned earlier today Shaun is also a Veteran having served in the Navy for twenty-five 
years. He brings his ethos of public service to everything that he does.  He leads by example 
going above and beyond in every role or cause he is involved with. He is a leader and an 
advocate for issues facing Lake Champlain, the Adirondacks and our broader region.  He’s a 
strong voice for North Country Family farms, for broadband expansion and for economic 
development. He knows that we face many challenges but with those challenges he 
understands that are tremendous opportunities in Essex County and as you can see he is 
deeply respected by his peers and his fellow supervisors so I am proud to get to work this year 
with Shaun and Roby and all of the local electives in Essex County as they embark on this new 
term.  Thank you very much. 
 
STEC:  Good afternoon everyone.  Happy New Year.  Congratulations Shaun.  Congratulations 
Roby.  Congratulations to Essex County and the Board of Supervisors for your wisdom in 
selecting these two gentlemen to lead you here in 2019.  On a personally note, in my opinion 
you can’t go wrong anytime you elect a sailor so, they know what they’re doing. 
In my time in local Government in Warren County and then certainly as a member of the local 
Government committee in Albany and the Assembly in representing all Essex and Warren 
Counties and parts of Saratoga and Washington County, 40 towns in the city and several 
villages I’ve had an awful lot of contact with local Government over my public service career and 
staring 50 in the face here in about six weeks, it’s amazing how quickly the years have racked 
up.  I’ve seen a lot of local Government and I can tell you this without hesitation and the utmost 
confidence that Essex County is well run.  It is well run by the people that sit on the board and 
I’ve seen a lot of fantastic department heads both elected and non-elected in my more than six 
years now in the Assembly but again, as your neighbor to the South in local Government for 
many years you’re in good hands, you’re well run and I think it speaks volumes about the 
people that the towns here in Essex County elect to serve here and it was an absolute privilege 
for me to grow to become a good friend of Randy’s over the last several years although I’ll note 
and I’m sure it was an oversight but somehow my invitation to the Festival of Colors turned up 
missing last year but I was ready for more cool whip or whatever that was that I had to put on 
my nose. 
 
PRESTON:  Fluff. 
 
STEC:  Fluff, thank you.  Fluff.  I hate fluff.  But what a fantastic job and I’m glad that a reference 
has been made.  If there’s one thing I think that Essex County does do exceptionally well in 
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compared to your neighboring counties, you do a great job advocating and sticking up for your 
interests both in Albany and Washington and I think that’s important.  It’s something that’s easy 
to overlook but I think that building those relationships and it’s hard to say no to somebody’s 
face and I think that you guys have generally figured that out collectively and I know that Randy 
has had a great deal of success with this particular administration Governor Cuomo securing 
funding for various Essex County projects.  One of the more significant ones which most 
recently was the EMS money but before that the Whiteface Highway and I was there with Randy 
when he very politely but as Randy has a way of getting right into the Governor’s grill and telling 
him that this was need and he did it in a very nice way and apparently a very effective way 
because days later they were setting up a meeting and weeks later the money had been 
committed and the very following construction season work was underway. That doesn’t happen 
in State Government all the time and again I think that goes to the relationships that Randy has 
built and certainly you know, Shaun as his Vice learned a lot of those things but again he brings 
a great deal of his own talent and experience to the table as well. 
So anyways it’s a great privilege to serve you all.  I think we’re going to have a great, 
challenging year in Albany and I’ll do everything that I can to forward Essex County’s interests in 
Albany.  Aside from some of the obvious things that everybody talks about or make their way 
into the news that we will be taking up again shortly when we get back into session this week, I 
think the larger, the bigger picture, the bigger risk perhaps is the new composition of the Senate, 
and the two Houses along with the Governor as far as funding and the direction of funding in 
Albany and how it views New York City’s wants and needs differently now than perhaps in the 
past because I think more of the  more political power is concentrated in New York City’s view 
point so my great concern is really about you know the direction of the State funding, the budget 
and resources and there’s only so many to go around unlike the Federal Government we can’t 
print money yet but those are my concerns and I wanted to take this opportunity to share that 
with you and the people from the public that are here today to let you know that I think this is 
going to be a challenging year in Albany but with your guidance and continued encouragement 
you guys, none of you I’ve talked a little bit to Randy and Shaun but every single Supervisor on 
this board has been not shy at all about reaching out to me and I’m glad that that’s true.  I 
welcome more of it and to our new supervisor is there is anything I can do in North Hudson by 
all means don’t hesitate to ask but I congratulate you all.  I wish everyone again a very happy 
New Year and I look forward to serving you in 2019.  Congratulations Shaun. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you Congresswoman Stefanik. Thank you Assemblyman Stec.  I 
appreciate your remarks and I really appreciate you being here today. 
At this time I’ll ask the County Treasurer, Mike Diskin to please come to the front of the room to 
be sworn in for your next term as Treasurer by the County Clerk. 
 
DISKIN:  I, Michael G. Diskin, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Essex County Treasurer, according to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Congratulations. 
 
DISKIN: Normally I have my deputies sworn in at the same time.  One of them is home sick.  
The other one is over minding the store while I am here and if you’ll excuse me I’m going to 
leave too because I’m not feeling too well.  I wanted to come in and do this but I didn’t want to 
give it to anybody else. 
 
GILLILLAND:  At this time I’ll ask our newly elected County Sheriff, David Reynolds to come to 
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the front of the room to be sworn in by the County Clerk. 
 
PROVONCHA:  This is Heather, Grace, Claire and honorary daughter Sophia. 
 
REYNOLDS:  I, David Reynolds, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Essex County Sheriff, according to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Congratulations Sheriff. 
 
REYNOLDS:  At this time I’d like to announce Tom Murphy as my Under Sheriff.  Would you 
come up and take your oath please. 
 
MURPHY:  I, Thomas Murphy, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Essex County Undersheriff, according to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA:  Congratulations Undersheriff. 
 
GILLILLAND:  At this time I will ask that the Essex County Manager, Daniel Palmer to come to 
the front of the room to be sworn in by the County Clerk. 
 
PALMER:  I, Daniel Palmer, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the duties of 
Essex County Manager, according to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations. 
 
PALMER: I would ask at this time that Mike Mascarenas to come up as my Deputy to be sworn 
in. 
 
MASCARENAS:  I, J. Michael Mascarenas, do solemnly swear, that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will 
faithfully discharge the duties of Essex County Deputy County Manager, according to the best of 
my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations. 
 
PALMER:  Thank you all very much I appreciate it. 
 
GILLILLAND:  At this time I will ask that the Republican Board of Elections Commissioner, 
Allison McGahay to come forward to be sworn in by the County Clerk. 
 
McGAHAY: I, Allison McGahay, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Essex County Republican Elections Commissioner, according to the best of my ability. 
Thank you for your support.  Thank you very much.  I want to announce my Deputy Shona 
Doyle. 
 
DOYLE:  I, Shona Doyle, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
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States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the duties of 
Essex County Deputy Republican Elections Commissioner, according to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations. 
 
GILLILLAND:  At this time I will ask the Democratic Board of Elections Commissioner, Sue 
Montgomery-Corey to come to the front of the room to be sworn in by the County Clerk. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  I, Sue Montgomery-Corey, do solemnly swear, that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will 
faithfully discharge the duties of Essex County Democratic Elections Commissioner, according 
to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  I would like to announce my Deputy, Jennifer Fifield. 
 
FIFIELD:  I, Jennifer Fifield, do solemnly swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and I will faithfully discharge the duties of 
Essex County Deputy Democratic Elections Commissioner, according to the best of my ability. 
 
PROVONCHA: Congratulations. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you very much.  Now that we’re all sworn in now we need to authorize to 
do our business so there is some business from the board that we need to go through, some 
resolutions so I will ask our Clerk of the Board to read the resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION # 2 – AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION FOR THE SUPERVISORS OF ESSEX 
COUNTY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION # 3 – DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS FOR 2019. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION # 4 – ORDERING THE CONFINEMENT OF DOGS TO PROTECT THE DEER 
HERD. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Harrington and adopted. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I think I brought this up last year or the year before but this resolution.  We can 
go through it today but it certainly needs to have some changes made to it.  I mean we just 
adopted a local law in regards to confinement of dogs and so on and this resolution says if not 
all dogs are not securely confined during this period, penalties and so on.  I think the verbiage 
needs to be changed. 
 
MANNING:  So noted.  I will take a look at it.  I think they’re two different things but I’ll certainly 
do that. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  You wish to table this Mr. Scozzafava? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  No, no. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Alright.  Further discussion?  Being none, all in favor, opposed – carries. 
 
RESOLUTION # 5 – ADOPTING AN INVESTMENT POLICY AND DESIGNATING 
DEPOSITORIES FOR COUNTY FUNDS 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION # 6 – PURSUANT TO REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW §554 AND §556 
DELEGATING TO THE ESSEX COUNTY AUDITOR THE AUTHORITY TO APPROVE 
CORRECTIONS TO THE TAX ROLLS OF NOT MORE THAN $2,500.00, AND THE 
PAYMENT OF REFUNDS DUE AS A RESULT OF SUCH CORRECTIONS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Depo and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION # 7 – OF ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PURCHASING POLICY 
AND ALL PROCEDURES RELATED THERETO AND AUTHORIZATION OF THE 
CONTINUED USE THEREOF. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded by Mr. DeLoria and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION # 8 – OF ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PERSONNEL POLICY 
AND ALL PROCEDURES RELATED THERETO AND AUTHORIZATION OF THE 
CONTINUED USE THEREOF. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  I do hope this is the year that we can review a fourteen year old policy and update it. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Absolutely Mr. Monty. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, opposed – carries. 
 
RESOLUTION # 9 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO EXECUTE CHAMPLAIN 
NATIONAL BANK ACCOUNT AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT. 
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This resolution was moved by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Morrow and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2810 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
ABSTAIN:    111 votes (Monty) 
 
MONTY:  I will abstain because my wife works for the Champlain National Bank. 
 
RESOLUTION # 10 – AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF $15,869.00 TO ROBERT POITRAS, 
SIGNAL RISK MANAGEMENT, FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY FIRE AND AMBULANCE PLAN 
ADMINISTRATION FEE SERVICES, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION # 11 – REQUESTING HOME RULE LEGISLATION AMENDING SECTION 3 
OF CHAPTER 327 OF THE LAWS OF 2006 EXTENDING THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
COUNTY OF ESSEX TO IMPOSE AN ADDITIONAL MORTGAGE TAX UNDER THE NEW 
YORK STATE TAX LAW SECTION 253-J, UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 2021. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Marnell, seconded by Mr. DeLoria and adopted upon a 
two-thirds roll call vote as follows:  
AYES:  4039 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND: This particular one is working with Stec’s office in helping us get our mortgage tax 
back so with his kind and steadfast help we’re moving forward with this. So I need a motion.  
Discussion? 
 
MANNING:  I just want to say something quick on this.  As Supervisor Gillilland mentioned first 
of all I’d like to thank Assemblyman Stec’s office and Deb Capazzuti for all their help and their 
careful attention to this small problem that we’re having with this.  As you know our authority to 
collect the special mortgage tax expired on December 1, 2018, the first of December last year 
and so currently for the month of December, January and February we would collect that 
mortgage tax again this is through no fault of our local representatives so this is the first step in 
obtaining home rule legislation. We have to pass this resolution, send it back down.  Bills have 
been drafted we will be given those bill numbers and then we will have a second resolution 
which will have to be passed at a Special meeting and the reason I interjected here it’s 
important that hopefully we’ll be able to have that special meeting at the next committee 
meeting date and it’s important that we have at least 2/3 of this board here for that so that we 
pass that resolution.  Concurrently with that we’ll pass a local law because that’s what this 
resolution authorizes, the process authorizes us to do.  As you know in the local law process 
you have to pass the resolution introducing it and then there has to be a public hearing and a 
resolution passing it so there’s going to be two special meetings during the month of January 
and I need all you can to be here because we need 2/3 vote to get this passed and of course 
this is a very important revenue stream for us. So that’s my spiel. 
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GILLILLAND:  Any further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
Are there any further things to come before this Organizational meeting from the floor?  Being 
none, before we adjourn I’d like to personally invite all my colleagues and employees and 
guests to the Half-Way House.  We will be having a reception following here straight down the 
road halfway between here and New Russia, left hand side so I would ask you all to please join 
me and thank you very, very much for the honor you bestowed upon me and Mr. Politi.  With 
that, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Organizational Meeting it was 
adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 


