
PUBLIC HEARING 
FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD 

 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT #1 
Monday, March 9, 2020 – 11:15 A.M. 

 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
James Monty, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Gillilland called this Public Hearing to order at 11:15 am with the following Supervisors 
in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Charles Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Stephen McNally, Noel Merrihew, James 
Monty, Jay Rand Jr., Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Michael Tyler, and Davina Winemiller.   
Joseph Giordano was previously excused.  Joe Pete Wilson was absent. 

 
Department Heads present:  Judith Garrison.  Daniel Palmer was absent. 
 
News Media present: None 
 
Also present:  Carly Summers and James Seeley - Intern Director Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 
GILLILLAND:  I call this public hearing to order and start with the reading of the public hearing 
please. 
 
GARRISON:  Notice of public hearing Essex County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 
Agricultural District #. 
Please take notice that the Essex County Board of Supervisors will hold and conduct a public 
hearing at the Supervisors’ Chambers in the Essex County Government Center, 7551 Court 
Street, Elizabethtown, New York on the 9th day of March at 11:15 a.m., on Agricultural District 
#1, upon the recommendations of the Essex County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 
open enrollment period. 
Please take further notice recommendations of Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board note 
that: The Agricultural Districts in Essex County have been in existence since 1973 and the district 
has helped agriculture remain a viable industry in Essex County.  The land to be included is 97% 
soils of statewide importance and is highly productive capable of sustaining the economic and 
long term commitment to agricultural enterprises if certain protections are provided. 
Please take further notice Essex County has a New York State certified Agricultural District #1 of 
62,341.02 acres.  This addition is under Article 25-AA PDF of the Agriculture and Markets Law 
for annual inclusion of farms with greater than 50% soils of prime or important statewide 
importance.   
please take further notice that at said public hearing to be held at the time and place set forth 
above, the Essex County Board of Supervisors will hear all persons interested therein concerning 
the same. 
Dated:  February 5, 2020, Judith A. Garrison, Clerk  Essex County Board of Supervisors 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you.  I don’t see any members of the public here but Carly or Jim do you 
want to give a quick brief? 
 
SUMMERS:  Good morning everybody.  I’m Carly Summers with Cornell Cooperative Extension 
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and also the farmland protection board so we have two parcels from one landowner that were 
approved by the Farmland Protection Board for the Ag District this year.  I can answer any 
questions about the purpose of the Ag District or those parcels. 
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions or issues on the Farmland Protection for Carly? 
 
DELORIA:  I understand this process, this 62,000 acres you’re adding to that.  How much of that 
acreage is available for inclusion of other ag districts that people who wish to apply who are part 
of that, what’s left of that? 
 
SUMMERS:  If there is any land owners with parcels that are appropriate for the Ag District 
meaning they have soils appropriate for farming, they are being farmed and that’s basically the 
criteria.  The farmland protection board decides if those parcels get admitted. 
 
DELORIA:  There’s no minimum if somebody wanted to participate in this, there’s no minimum 
acreage that they have to have in order to partake in? 
 
SUMMERS:  The Ag District sort of suggests 7 acres but say, if you have high value crops such 
as mushrooms you could potentially have a very large agricultural operation with much smaller 
groups so then they suggest an income threshold so those are the two ways that our district law 
suggests you evaluate parcels. 
 
DELORIA: Okay, very good thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Do the assessors have the final say?  I mean how does that, who determines 
whether that property qualifies and becomes an Ag District? 
 
SUMMERS:  So good question.  I think you’re mixing up Ag District and Ag assessment.  So Ag 
District doesn’t apply to taxes.  Ag District is simply admitting parcels for the protection of State 
Law.  It’s designed to protect the farmland, the farmers and the neighboring land owners so say, 
if you move to a new piece of property you’re able to see on a public document if you live next to 
an agricultural property and that may or may not suggest different situations say, if you move in 
next to an orchard they would be spraying pesticides potentially so it gives Realtors and land 
owners the ability to have awareness that they would be moving next to an agricultural property.  
It doesn’t really for taxes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay so this is to protect those areas? 
 
SUMMERS:  Exactly. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any further questions?  Any members of the board want to go on record?  Any 
members of the public, alright being none we’re adjourned. 
 
SUMMERS:  Oh, I’m sorry I thought you were voting on whether the parcels could be in or not 
and I have one more thing. 
 
GILLILLAND: We can’t vote right now because this is a public hearing.  So we have to go to 
regular board for that. 
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SUMMERS:  Okay.  Could I mention one more thing then? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Please. 
 
SUMMERS:  Okay, so we’re currently in the middle of the strategic planning process for farming, 
farm land protection and food systems in the county.  You guys supported it with a cash in-kind 
match.  We got a $50,000 Ag and Markets grant and we have our first public engagement meeting 
coming up and the idea of the strategic plan is as you guys may know from when we introduced 
the concept this strategic plan is going to be reviewed and signed into law by you guys meaning 
that the purpose of this strategic plan is to integrate stakeholder input with the most up to date 
data that we can gather in every direction so that all the local policy that you guys are working to 
create is informed as possible so this is a really important document and it’s going to be formed 
through stakeholder engagement so our first public meeting is going to be coming up if  you guys 
would like to mark it down.  I’ll send out an invitation soon as well.  It’s for Saturday, March 28 
from noon to 3:00 at the Grange and it’s going to be entirely interactive where we are going to get 
as many farmers and food producers as well as you guys and other technical service providers 
such as myself and Soil and Water there to engage in farmers.  We will be going over their 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats as well as our vision for Essex County so we 
can design a strategic plan that this then is going to be implemented through the 
recommendations of the process.  So, if you guys have any questions for me or if you’d like to jot 
that down on your calendars I’m always available if you’d like to reach out with questions.  Thank 
you Shaun. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thanks Carly. Anything else? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m assuming there’s maps out there that shows you what’s in the protection? 
 
SUMMERS: In the Ag District? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes. 
 
SUMMERS:  Great question.  So the Real Property Office is trying to put that in the layering for 
the Essex County tax map. That would be so useful.  I guess they’re having a little bit of trouble 
with their software and they are working with a new consultant so anybody involved in that that 
can push that along we’ve been trying for about a year otherwise you will have to call me and I 
can look them up in a spreadsheet.  You can look, Cornell has a website where you can look at 
an image of the map but it doesn’t allow you to see the parcel name, the tax ID number any of 
the information unless you can look at a map and recognize the shape of your parcel. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We had situation in Moriah where a couple of properties that sold that were farms 
back in the ‘60’s now they are no longer farms, they sold.  Some of the younger people that now 
want farms so that’s a little bit controversial so how do you find out those properties that, we do 
have the right to farm on them though. 
 
SUMMERS:  As far as I know Moriah is the only town that has the right to farm law.  You can 
actually call me and I can actually let you know any parcels if you have a question. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
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GILLILLAND:  Real Property also has a physical map of the current one right? 
 
SUMMERS:  Yes, we have – 
 
GILLILLAND:  You can go up and look at it in Real Property. 
 
SUMMERS: Thank you all. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you. Anything else for the public hearing?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Hearing it was adjourned at 
11:25 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


