
PUBLIC HEARING - LOCAL LAW #3 OF 2020 
Monday, June 1, 2020 @ 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Supervisor Gillilland called this Public Hearing to order at 9:30 a.m. with the following supervisors 
in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Roy Holzer, Ken Hughes, Steve McNally, Jim Monty, Jay Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, 
Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller.  Joe Giordano was previously excused.  
Charlie Harrington and Noel Merrihew were absent. 
 
Department heads present were:  Judy Garrison, Daniel Palmer and Dan Manning.  
 
News media:  None present. 
 
Also present:  Daniel Tedford 
 
GILLILLAND:  I will call this public hearing to order.  Please join me in the pledge of allegiance 
please.  Can we have reading of the public hearing notice please. 
 

GARRISON:  Notice of public hearing proposed local law no. 3 of 2020. 
Please take notice that the Essex County Board of Supervisors will hold and conduct a Public 
Hearing at the Supervisors’ Chambers at the Essex County Government Center, 7551 Court 
Street, Elizabethtown, New York on the 1st of June, 2020 at 9:30 a.m., on the proposed Local 
Law No. 3 of 2020 entitled, “changing the number of coroners to be elected in the County of 
Essex from four (4) to two (2) and dividing the County into two (2).”  
Please take further notice that the public will not be able to physically attend the Public 
Hearing, although the Essex County Board of Supervisors will be physically present to 
consider the proposed local law.   
Please take further notice the Essex County Board of Supervisors will accept and 
consider written comment to be received before the Public Hearing.  
The Public Hearing will be livestreamed.  The public will not be able to physically 
attend, however may simultaneously view the meeting remotely as follows: 
Essex County Website - www.co.essex.ny.us or associated Essex County 
Facebook pages. 
Please take further notice that a copy of the full text of such proposed Local Law No. 3 of 
2020 may be obtained upon request from the Clerk of the Board, 7551 Court Street, 
Elizabethtown, New York 12932, and is posted on the Essex County Website. 
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk 
Essex County Board of Supervisors 
7551 Court Street 
Elizabethtown, NY 12932 
Dated:   May 19, 2020 
 
GILLILLAND:  Did you receive any written statements from the public? 
 
GARRISON: I have not received anything. 
 

http://www.co.essex.ny.us/
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GILLILLAND: Mr. Manning do you want to speak to this? 
 
MANNING:  Yes.  I’ve handed out to you just so everyone knows how this is going to 
transpire I’ve handed out a copy of section 400, of the county law which allows us 150 
days prior to the general election in November subject to permissive referendum to 
reduce the number of coroners from four to whatever you want to reduce it to in this case, 
our local law reduces it to from four to two being subject to permissive referendum what 
would happen is if we pass this at the board meeting after this public hearing then this 
would be placed in the paper and then we’ll have a 45 day period will transpire which will 
give the people an opportunity to file a petition if they want this local law to go on the ballot 
to be voted on by the people.  If no petition is filed within that 45-day period then the local 
law becomes law it’s effective that date so the earliest that we can have this local law 
become effective would be July 20 of this year, if no petition is filed.  If a petition is filed, 
then everything changes. 
Actually I’m going to digress a little bit just for the record purposes the notice of public 
hearing was properly posted and published in our official newspapers and record within 
the requisite time and also all board members have had a copy of this local law the 
requisite ten days or more prior to us discussing it. 
So this is the law, this is what happens. It’s been made extremely complicated by a few 
things.  Number one, we had two resignations of our existing coroners.  If we didn’t have 
those resignations we would have four people, the local law would go into effect, they’d 
all run for it, the two who were elected would be the new coroners under the local law for 
a four-year term those that weren’t would only serve until December 31 of this year but 
because we have two vacancies that’s kind of gumming up the works.  Another thing 
that’s gumming up the works is the fact that the Governor has postponed the time period 
for the filing of independent petitions.  I’m hopeful that when he chooses a date for the 
filing of independent petitions it will be after that July 20 date excuse me, yes it will be 
after that July 20 date.  If it’s before then we’ve got to put this off until next year and it 
would be on next year’s ballot and we would do it differently.  You all know there’s different 
ways to be on the ballot, there’s designating petitions where you take the petitions around, 
there are partying nominating petitions then of course you can run as an independent 
they have different time periods so I’ve given all this information to the Board of Elections 
down in Albany.  I’ve been talking to Allison McGahay and there is a chance that we go 
through this procedure and we may have to wait until next year but I don’t know that until 
we hear from the Governor.  My self-position is if he’s going to allow I think the party 
petitions were party caucus’ and chooses of candidate those are not due until the 23rd of 
July so if I’m the Governor and I’m going to make a decision soon because that’s coming 
up fast it’s going to be after that date. That day or after just in fairness to a candidate who 
might want to run under the independent line so those are some of the road blocks we 
may face if not, then everything should go smoothly and what would happen is whoever 
is elected under the new law, would become the two coroners for four years and those 
not elected their terms would expire on December 31.  The period for filing designating 
petitions and I believe the caucus for vacancies had already been up by the time we 
received the notice of vacancies so I believe that’s not going to be on the ballot.  I believe 
it will just be under our local law these two positions which anyone can run for.  You 
should know that.  It’s not going to be a slide for the two coroners that are there anyone 
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will be able to run for these positions so basically that’s it.  I know the board of Elections 
has until like September 9 or 10th to certify petitions so there’s another date that the 
Governor may try to pigeon hole the ability to file independent petitions in between so 
what I’m saying is if all the stars align we’ll be fine, if  not we’ll have to revisit this and do 
it for the next November election at which time it would look like the two people that we 
have will definitely will still act but it there’s not time for the vacancies to be put on the 
ballot.  If the stars don’t align we’ll have the guy and girl be our coroners and then next 
November, there would be that but we’re hoping that it’s going to be this November.  So 
that’s basically it.  If you have any questions I would be happy to answer them. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So Dan if this happens in July the two coroners that are currently in office 
would have to run in November? 
 
MANNING:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  From what I’m understanding so they wouldn’t finish out the terms? 
 
MANNING: That’s my understanding unless I hear different information from the Board of 
Elections. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Have we had discussions with the two coroners that are there? 
 
MANNING:  Not yet, that’s a good point.  I think we should issue a press release so that 
the general populous knows about this and we should talk to our two coroners about this. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  My only concern is geographically we’re the second largest county in the 
State I just don’t want a situation where we had in North Elba where someone was sitting 
waiting and waiting.  If we have two coroners and one goes away on vacation now you’ve 
got one for eighteen towns. 
 
MANNING:  Whatever the board wants to do but I think it was Mr. Monty’s suggestion or 
that we contract with Clinton, Franklin maybe Washington and you can do that under the 
Section 620, I think of the county law.  You can contract an inter-municipal agreement 
with them to do receptacle fill in. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Anything further? 
 
PALMER: I will just add that we’ve gotten pretty close to a dozen deaths over the last 
couple of months and they’ve come in timely, Kellie Valentine has picked up the additional 
load I really think.  Her vouchers have been on time and have been in, both her and Jay 
so I think in terms of how it’s working it seems to be fine with the two right now. 
 
HUGHES:  Is there such thing as a Deputy Coroner? 
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MANNING: No.  If we had a Medical Examiner that would be a different story but there is 
no such thing as a Deputy Coroner. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Anything further from the board or the public? 
 
WINEMILLER:  Dan could you please refresh my memory.  I know a while back we had 
passed a resolution something about a coroner working in Clinton County and I’m just 
wondering if that resolution that we passed would have any effect on where you’re trying 
to say contract with other counties? 
 
MANNING:  Sure.  We never passed a resolution regarding a coroner in Clinton County.  
I believe, correct me if I’m wrong, I believe one of our coroners was working for Clinton 
County and basically what I did was I wrote a letter or called, I think I wrote a letter to 
either the County Manager or the County Attorney saying, just to cover us that listen, 
you’ve got one of our coroners working for you and we did not have any if there was an 
agreement it would have been a different story but we didn’t have an agreement they just 
done it and all I wanted to do is say, listen Essex County hasn’t agreed to this and if there 
should be any liability concerns they are on you Clinton County so we never passed a 
resolution to allow that coroner to work in Clinton County apparently he had been doing 
it anyway and that letter was only apprising that we’re not on the hook if there is any 
liability.  We could have entered into an inter-municipal agreement with them but we didn’t 
want to then and I don’t think that was proper.  That was really going out on a limb because 
the law doesn’t provide for an individual contract between a coroner and other counties 
without the two counties having a contract. 
 
MONTY: I think Dan; I believe Clinton County never even requested us to use our coroner. 
 
MANNING: No they didn’t. We found out, maybe you told me Jim?  Someone told me so 
I just covered our butt with a CYA letter. 
 
GILLILLAND: Anything further?  There being none, this public hearing is closed. 
 
 As there was no further discussion this public hearing was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


